St. Peter Claver Catholic Church
August 5, 2018
Mission Statement
Having reflected on the "four faces of our parish," St. Peter Claver Catholic Church, chosen by the
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, and under the guidance of Mary, resolves that: 1) we will provide more
opportunities for deepening prayer life and faith life for youth, young adults, and adults; 2) we will
initiate efforts to understand why individuals and families have disconnected from the church; 3) we
will collaborate with other faith communities and organizations within our parish to offer ecumenical
events/activities (e.g., neighborhood clean-ups, prayer meetings, health fairs); and, 4) we will utilize
resources within our parish community to advocate for education and to promote social justice issues.

Good News: 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Reflection from Pastor John

Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the
new self. (Ephesians 4:23-24)
There are usually two sections to an epistle by St. Paul.
The first section usually focuses on theological teaching,
and the second section on practical living. Today’s second
reading is no exception.
St. Paul understood that the next step after Baptism and
initial conversion was sanctification. Paul knew that we all
have many valuable gifts and virtues—kindness, patience,
peace, and courage. He also knew that we have many
attitudes and philosophies that wage war against these gifts
and virtues—anger, maybe, or resentment, lust, or
selfishness.
Paul called these virtuous ways the “new self” and he
called the sinful ways the “old self.” His approach to this
battle is probably still the best way for us to grow in
holiness. Simply put, it is “Put away the old self” and “Put
on the new self” (Ephesians 4:22, 24).
Paul saw this process of “putting on and putting off” as
the true battle going on in our hearts and minds. He was
sure that if we could win little battles each day, then we
could gradually be transformed into the very likeness of
Jesus.
Thinking this way can lead us to conclude that this
battle is all up to us. But that is far from the truth. Even
Paul, who was as self-confident as they come, believed that
he needed God’s help to win the battle. That’s why he liked
to emphasize the presence of the Holy Spirit in our hearts
(Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Galatians 4:6).
So be alert today and every day. Pay attention to the
battle going on inside of you. Ask the Spirit to help you see
why you acted with kindness and love on one occasion and
why you fell to deception or resentment on another
occasion. Do this every day, and ask the Spirit to strengthen
you for this battle. Over time, you’ll find the “new self”
becoming more and more prominent.

We Know How – Do We Know Why?
We know how to go to Communion. Do we know why
we receive? Ask further, “Do we know why Jesus wants to
be the ‘Bread of Life’ for us?” To explore the question, ask
why God loved the world so much to ask Mary to say
“Amen” to receive His Son?
“Bread from heaven” – it’s how Moses described the
Manna to feed the people as he was leading the people out
of slavery, a journey two generations long. Jesus referred to
Manna to explain the “Bread of Life.” Why did Jesus call
himself the Bread of Life?
Moses led the way out of slavery. Jesus called Himself
the way into freedom. The Bread from heaven nourished the
people as they were coming into the promised land. Jesus
would be Himself “The Bread of Life” to empower us who
are chosen to be free.
Moses led the people through their fear of death. Jesus
is to lead us to face our fear of L.I.F.E. LOVE to overcome
fear of death. INCLUDES looks to show the way to all.
FORGIVING is our remembering we were set free.
EVERYONE unconditionally.
Baptism is Jesus’ way to bring salvation to all to be
called Christian. Confirmation is the Spirit’s way to send
those chosen to renew the face of the earth. Eucharist is the
Father’s way to love the world so much He sends us – His
sons and daughters.
The Way - “Put away our old self, our former way of
life, corrupted through deceitful desires.” The superficial
desires are using others for myself, as if life is about us. But
the deepest deception is to use God for myself – this is the
deeper sin.
The Truth - “Put on the new self, created in God’s way
in righteousness and holiness of truth.” Jesus unveils the
truth, the truth that sets us free. He chose us for the same
reason He chose Mary – to bring the “Bread of Heaven” to
earth for other’s sake.
The Life - We are to support each other as a community
of Catholic Christians. We are sent to bring the Wounded
Heart of Jesus to heal those He wants to bring out of slavery
so they can be about LIFE – Love Includes Forgiving
Everyone! Say “Amen?”
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Collection Results
July 29 – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Envelopes:
$1,157.00
Loose:
68.00
Online:
100.00
Total Collection:
$1,325.00

Date Change
Important Note: The Life Directions Community Gala
Picnic, originally scheduled for today, has been moved to
Sunday, August 19 - still at Clark Park. See the flyer later in
this bulletin for details.

GPS for Living Our Faith
(God’s Providential Spirit)
WHEN: Monday, August 6, 2018
WHERE: Parish House, Grove St.
TIME: 1:00 pm, or 6:30 pm.
A light meal will be provided during each session.
TOPIC:

Revitalization
Bible Connection: The GOSPELS – the message
The LETTERS – directions for the journey
Please RSVP to Jennie Sinatra at 342-5292, or email her at
jmsinatra@spcccdetroit.org.
CSA Minute
Youth Ministry
New or newer youth ministers interested in receiving
more information about youth ministry resources and
programming will gather for a Youth Ministry Orientation
at Sacred Heart Major Seminary on Saturday, August 18.
The Youth Ministry Office will provide an overview of
its suggested materials for evangelizing and accompanying
teens, tips for starting youth ministry programming, and a
summary of essential youth ministry documents.
Your CSA gifts help fund the work of the Youth
Ministry Office, allowing it to offer events like these at a
very low cost to parishes. The Youth Ministry Orientation
is $20 and includes breakfast and lunch for attendees.
Registration is required by August 9.
For information about CSA-funded ministries,
programs, and services, please go to aod.org.

Don Johnson

We mourn the passing of long-time parishioner and
friend Donald Johnson. The Mass of Resurrection for Don
will be celebrated at St. Scholastica (8201 Outer Drive) on
Tuesday, August 14, with family hour at 10:00 a.m. and
Eucharist at 11:00 a.m., followed by a repast. Please pray
for Don, his wife Jackie, and his entire family.

Catholic Services Appeal

This year’s CSA target has been lowered to $9,101. To
date, we have received pledges of $7,025, or 77% of the
Target!
If you have not received your pledge card, please see
Tanda Flounory. Remember that every dollar above our
goal is returned to the parish!
Stewardship Thoughts
Today, in St. John’s Gospel, Jesus ties His instructions
on the Eucharist to the Book of Exodus. Christ proclaims
to the crowd that their ancestors ate manna in the desert
from God the Father, not Moses. Jesus professes in the
Gospel that He is the “Bread of Life.” Those who accept
His invitation and come to Him will never hunger or thirst,
as they will be spiritually filled. In Ephesians, St. Paul
instructs us that, through Christ, we will gain a fresh,
spiritual way of thinking. As faithful stewards, we
acknowledge Jesus’ true presence in the Eucharist as
translated from the Greek meaning “thanksgiving.” We
believe the Eucharist to be the true Body and Blood, Soul
and Divinity, of Christ. We stand in awe and gratitude for
this tremendous gift, which opens our hearts to holiness.
Plan to attend a Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction
service at your parish or a regional “Awaken” service to
experience Christ’s peace and joy.

ONLINE GIVING IS HERE!!
We are proud to announce today
that St. Peter Claver is keeping up with
technology, and now has the ability for
online giving. You can now give your
contributions to the parish online safely via an encrypted
website.
Online Giving makes it easy for you to maintain your
gifts to the parish even when you are unable to attend Mass.
You do not need to bring cash or checks to church anymore.
Giving electronically also helps you and the church staff
plan and budget.
There are 3 simple ways to give online:
1. The first way is by visiting the parish website
(spcccdetroit.org). Click on the “online giving” button
that is found on the home page. For the first-time user,
just click on “create new account.” This is a one-time
account set-up - then you can simply log in anytime
thereafter. You can specify one-time or recurring (i.e.
weekly, monthly, etc.) donations, and make changes at
any time
2. The second way for accessing online giving is from
your smartphone. Simply download the free app from
the Apple or Google store. The name of the app is
“Online Giving by Our Sunday Visitor.” From there
it’s the same set-up and login processes as the website.
3. The third way is the “Managed Giver” process, for
those who do not utilize computers or smart phones.
The parish office can set up your donation instructions,
and make changes at any time.
Please review the provided information card. If you have
any questions, speak to Ed Shea after Mass, or contact him
at the parish office.

A Verse a Day For You to Pray
Today: John 6:35: Jesus said to the crowd, “I am the
bread of life; whoever comes to me will never hunger, and
whoever believes in me will never thirst.”
Monday: 2 Peter 1:19: We possess the prophetic message
that is altogether reliable. You will do well to be attentive
to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until day dawns
and the morning star rises in your hearts.
Tuesday: Psalms 102:19-21: Let this be written for the
generation to come, and let his future creatures praise the
LORD: “The LORD looked down from his holy height,
from heaven he beheld the earth, To hear the groaning of
the prisoners, to release those doomed to die.”
Wednesday: Jeremiah 31:7: For thus says the LORD:
Shout with joy for Jacob, exult at the head of the nations;
proclaim your praise and say: The LORD has delivered his
people, the remnant of Israel.
Thursday: Jeremiah 31:34cde: All, from least to
greatest, shall know me, says the LORD, for I will forgive
their evildoing and remember their sin no more.
Friday: 2 Corinthians 9:6-7: Brothers and sisters:
Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each
must do as already determined, without sadness or
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
Saturday: Matthew 17:20: Jesus said to his disciples,
“Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard
seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for
you.”

Ministers Schedule

August 12, 2018
Celebrant
Fr. Preuss
Minister of Service
Pearl Crutcher
Altar Server
Danielle Radford
Sacristan
TBD
Prayers of the Faithful
Aurelia Smith
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Kathryn Crutcher
Pat Shea
Mary Caroline Jonah
Tanda Flounory

Meetings/Events This Week
Monday

1:00 pm
6:30 pm
Wednesday 12:00 pm
Thursday
6:30 pm
Saturday
2:00 pm
Sunday
10:00 am

GPS For Living Our Faith at PH
GPS For Living Our Faith at PH
Mass at PH
Community Meal/Barbecue at PH
Ladies of Peter Claver at PH
Mass in Church

Legend: PH=Parish House; MC=Marygrove College;
Church refers to the Chapel at Marygrove College

Missing In Action!
If you notice one of our fellow parishioners is absent
from Church for multiple weeks, please bring it to the
attention of one of the ushers.

Note: All verses are taken from the Mass readings for the day.

Funeral Liturgy Planning

If someone needs help preparing a Funeral Liturgy Service,
please contact the Parish Office at (313) 342-5292. We
have a Funeral Liturgy Planning Form which could be very
helpful.
Please Remember in Prayer:
Inez Alls, Florine Anderson, Mary Antoncew, Olivia
Boulden, Marcella Bridges, Michael Carter, Johnnie Davis,
Christopher Durant, L. C. Durant, Peggy Endlein, Greg
Engram, Richard Engram, Rochelle Evans, Jesse Feagin,
Earline Gaston, Sandra Griffin, Kiara Harris, Karen
Hickman, Wendy Hilson, George Johnson, Sr., Veda
Johnson, Marley Jonah, Addison Martin, Augusta Martin,
Dorothy (Vicki) Martin, Earl Mayfield, Annette Mayfield,
Johnetta Mutes, Wilma Nelson, Celestine Parker, Grady
Parker, Fred Ray, Elke Rittenhouse, Elaine Ryles, Irene
Scott, Gussie Seay, Charles Smith, Augusta Starks, Marlene
Talley, Bernice Thomas, Charles Tilghman, Connie
Tilghman, Christine Versele, Jon Viado, Vickee Viado,
Helen Wajda, Constance Washington-Daniel, Anna
Washington, Larry Washington, Lillie Washington, Wayne
Weamer, and relatives of our parishioners

St. Peter Claver Catholic Community
Parish Office:13305 Grove St., Detroit, MI 48235
(313) 342-5292
Church: Marygrove College - Sacred Heart Chapel
8425 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit, MI 48221
email: parishoffice@spcccdetroit.org
website: www.spcccdetroit.org
Mass: Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in the Church
(Check the bulletin for holy days and special services)
Reconciliation: Before Mass or By Appointment
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday,
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
**********************************************
Reverend John Phelps, C.Ss.R., Pastor
Office: (313) 342-5292
Edward Shea, Administrative Manager/Bulletin Editor
Cell: (248) 633-4476
Jennie Sinatra, Ministry & Worship Coordinator
Alice Smith, Community Outreach Coordinator
Mary Thedford, Administrative Assistant
Ronald Gallesero, Facilities Manager
Tanda Flounory, Parish Pastoral Council Chair
LaTanya Mahdi, Finance Council Chair

