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A Message from the President…
I have spent some time meditating on the theme chosen for the month of December, “Gift.” As
defined by the speaker on the first Friday of December, “a thing given willingly to someone
without payment; a present”. With all the hustle and bustle going on right now, what do our gifts
mean? Do we give a gift to someone because he/she is giving one to us? Isn’t that simply
algebra, a plus plus a minus equals a zero; so it is equal to not giving a gift at all.
Do we have the fear that the gift won’t be the right thing? The receiver may not like it, return it to
the store, re-gift it. The recipient may conclude that the donor does not know her very well.
When I was a young teacher without much money to spend, I liked to make gifts to give others for Christmas. It took
time and trouble so I would begin weeks early. I also had to pack everything since I would fly home for Christmas. I
never knew if those who received my gifts really liked them or were just being polite. But I really felt good about these
gifts. Years later when I had more money, I started buying gifts. I think the receivers liked these gifts more than the ones
I made, but I never felt that I had given a bit of myself. Something just doesn’t right. See what the Lebanese author and
artist, Kahlil Gibran, says about gift giving:
You give but little when you give of your possessions.
It is when you give of yourself that you truly give.
And there are those who have little and give it all.
These are the believers in life and the bounty of life, and their coffer is never empty.
It is well to give when asked, but it is better to give unasked, through understanding;
And to the open-handed the search for one who shall receive is joy greater than giving. (The Prophet, page 19)
In "The Gift of the Magi," O. Henry, tells us of a couple sacrificing their greatest treasures for each other. He pawns
his gold watch to buy her the hair adornment she long desired; she cuts and sells her hair to buy him a platinum fob for his
watch.
Reduced to its economic elements, the transaction is a disaster. By risking everything, the couple lose everything. But, as
O. Henry notes, mathematics (algebra again) gives us the wrong moral to the story. Our instincts know these are lucky
people.
I don’t know the solution to the gift-giving dilemma today. All I know is that I must spend more time in meditating on the
contradiction of our actions to the reality of the definition of gift-giving in this beautiful season. One way or the other, gift
or not, I wish all of you the best Christmas with lots of love and joy. After-all, isn’t that what Christmas is all about?
Olga Ferris

Holiday Party
December 9, 2017
6 pm to 9 pm
for

Members & their Guests
Gift Exchange (gift value $15)
Fun—Laughter—Music—Goodies
Bring:





A
A
A
A

gift to share
friend
dish
good spirit
at

Lois & Ed Teeples’s House
2468 Indian Cove St 76108
RSVP to Lois
817 793 3840

Email: lois@loisateeples.com
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The True Meaning of Christmas
Wikapedia

The "true meaning of Christmas" is a phrase with a long history in American pop culture. It first appears in the mid-19th
century, and is often given vaguely religious overtones, suggesting that the "true meaning of Christmas" is the celebration
of the Nativity of Christ. But in pop culture usage, overt religious references are mostly avoided, and the "true meaning" is
taken to be a sort of introspective and benevolent attitude as opposed to the commercialization of Christmas which has
been lamented since at least the 1850s. The poem A Visit From St. Nicholas (1822) helped popularize the tradition of
exchanging gifts, and seasonal Christmas shopping began to assume economic importance. Harriet Beecher
Stowe criticizes the commercialization of Christmas in her story "Christmas; or, the Good Fairy". An early expression of this
sentiment using the phrase of "the true meaning" is found in The American Magazine, vol. 28 (1889):
"to give up one's very self — to think only of others — how to bring the greatest happiness to others — that is the
true meaning of Christmas"
The phrase is especially associated with Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol (1843), in which an old miser is taught the
true meaning of Christmas by three ghostly visitors who review his past and foretell his future.
The topic was taken up by satirists such as Stan Freberg and Tom Lehrer during the 1950s and eventually by the
influential TV special A Charlie Brown Christmas, first aired in 1965 and repeated every year since. Dr. Seuss' How the
Grinch Stole Christmas! (1957) also illustrates the traditional theme, and was very influential in the form of
an animated TV special produced in 1966. The phrase and the associated morale became used as a metaphor in
numerous Christmas films since the 1960s.
The phrase found its way into the 2003 Urbi et Orbi address of Pope John Paul II, "The crib and the tree: precious
symbols, which hand down in time the true meaning of Christmas!"

============================================================

“Blessed is the season which
engages the whole world in a
conspiracy of love.”
― Hamilton Wright Mabie

“Want to keep Christ in Christmas? Feed the hungry, clothe the
naked, forgive the guilty, welcome the unwanted, care for the ill,
love your enemies, and do unto others as you would have done
unto you.”
― Steve Maraboli, Unapologetically You: Reflections on Life
and the Human Experience
Read more at
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/topics/topic_christmas.html#
pCs8iXm8ZqmsiM14.99

December Convener
Clarra Norris
Theme:
“Gift”
Spotlights:
Dec

1

Clarra Norris

Dec

8

Camille Drinan

Dec 15 Judy Clements
Dec 22 Jane Hardwick
Dec 29

Group

Help Needed
Aileen Hummel is collecting things to give to
hospice cancer patients & nursing home residents.
She needs:
1. Christmas ornaments
2. Basic toiletries like
a. Soap
b. Lotion
c. Shampoo & Conditioner
d. Toothpaste & toothbrushes
e. Make-up
Look through your drawers, cabinets, attics, etc. If
you would also like to volunteer, call Aileen. Give to
Aileen on or before Dec 15th. Call her if you need to
have the items picked up. 817 919 6189

Remember Our Waitress
We would like to give Kathy, our waitress, a
monetary gift for Christmas. Contact Connie Taylor
at: gargate@aol.com or 817 557 7814

Christmas Events
Artisan Theatre—418 Pipeline Rd, Hurst
“A Fairy Tale Christmas” Dec 5 to 23
$7 to $11 817 284 1200
--------------------------------------------------------------------Theatre Arlington—305 W. Main, Arlington
“Forever Plain: Plaid Tidings” Dec 7-16
$23 to $25 817 275 7661
-------------------------------------------------------------------

VOTE
We all know how important it is to vote in national
and local elections but it is also important to vote
in the Network election which is NOW. It was very
disappointing that so few members participated in
the nomination process. The slate is ready and we
need you to show your interest in how Network is
run. Believe it or not, it takes time and energy for
the Board to keep things running smoothly. Even
though there is only one candidate per position,
show your interest and vote.
Votevotevotevotevotevotevotevotevotevotevote
Ballots will soon be sent via email to you.

Stage West Dinner Theater-- 821-823 W. Vickery
“An Act of God” (comedy) Nov 30 to Dec 31
$31-$35; Seniors, $25-$29 817 784 9378
Anyone wanting to get a group together, contact the
editor at oferris2@gmail.com and she will send out
a note to everyone to see if anyone else would like
to go at the same time as you.

December Birthdays

New Year’s Day Brunch

Every year Judith Clements invites Network
members to her January 1st gathering from
1st Tina Jones-- you are a person who is
spontaneous, cheerful & humorous with a flair for the dramatic.

11 am -2 pm. Bring a dish to share. This
year she will again have the event at
Diane Roffey’s home

1st Marand Eisen-- you dance by your own
beat. You have many friends who are from all across the globe.

19th Connie Taylor—you are confident and
enthusiastic with a fondness for travel and change. You are super

4329 Winding Way, Benbrook 76126.
RSVP to Judy at 817 207 9434
Diane’s house is a bit hard to find. Be sure to use your
GPS and check a map before you leave home.

energetic, fearless, agile and full of vitality, intensely passionate
with a drive to excel.

Annual Meeting
Brunch
23rd Kim Flowers—you are understanding,
sweet, and sympathetic. You are a good communicator and you
work well in any social setting. Your friends look up to you because
of your sophistication and elegance.

January 27, 2018

Ridglea Country Club
Founders’ Room

25th Margaret Estes—you are blessed with
high levels of intellect and maturity. Endowed with creativity and
awareness, you have the ability to stay calm in situation when
others would be flustered.

9 am to 11 am
We need all members to come to
vote on various items and to
share with us our comradery as
Network members.

27th Nancy Clyde-- you are bold and
determined to have it all. Tireless and passionate, you spend many

See January Newsletter for details.

long hours pounding the way for the next achievement. You’re truly
exceptional and those who love you, see this in you and are
delighted.

This is a yearly event required to maintain our legal
status.

