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Keeping you informed about legislative issues that affect
your business and your industry.
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You Do Make A Difference!
Get Informed.
Meet Your Legislator.
Volunteer.
Sponsor.
Donate.
Contact us today at 919.372.1586 or
www.ncgreenindustrycouncil.com

2017 GIC Events:

(check the GIC website for TBD details)

September 19 - Board Meeting
NC Farm Bureau Office, Raleigh
December 4 - Board Meeting
Koury Convention Center
Greensboro, NC

2017 GIC Member Events:
NCSU
Lake Wheeler Turfgrass Field Day
August 9, Raleigh
www.turffiles.ncsu.edu
NC Nursery & Landscape Assoc.
Robert Cagle Memorial Golf Tourn.
August 25, Cary, NC
www.ncnla.com
NC Composting Council
Compost Operations
Training Course
September 11-15, Raleigh
carolinacompost.com
NC Urban Forest Council
10th Annual Great NC Tree Conf.
September 14-15, Raleigh
www.ncufc.org

GIC’s Defensive Actions Keep
2017 Legislative Session
Favorable for Green Industry

The end of June brought the official end of the 2017 Legislative Session at the
North Carolina General Assembly; even though legislators are coming back for a
day or two in the beginning of August and September. Overall it was a defensive,
but ultimately favorable, session for the NC Green Industry Council (GIC) in
monitoring, evaluating the potential impact of legislation, and meeting to suggest
improvements in bill language. The following are the House and Senate bills that
proved important to the interests of GIC members, and a report on how they
fared:
Hurricane Relief
The NC Nursery & Landscape Association, NC Farm Bureau, and GIC have been
working with the North Carolina Department of Agriculture (NCDA) and the
General Assembly on hurricane relief since the devastating storm hit last fall.
SB338 passed during the last few days of the session, setting out how the newly
appropriated $100 million would be spent. The NCDA Division of Soil and Water Conservation was allocated $20 million for stream debris removal and nonfield farm road repairs, and for supplemental funding of the Agricultural Water
Resources Assistance Program to support disaster-related farm pond and dam
repairs. It was our request and hope that money would have been available for
more specific losses by nurseries on the east side of the state. We will continue to
work with NCDA to see if any of these funds can be made available to directly
help green industry businesses that suffered damage and losses due to the storm.
Sales Tax
The tax law changes that were enacted in 2016 essentially made most (but not all)
landscaping services and related work exempt, but there were some gray areas in
the language. The North Carolina Department of Revenue asked for clarification
and this year’s tax legislation, SB628, among other things, attempted to clarify
those gray areas. The exemptions that GIC secured in the 2016 legislation remain
intact, but some of the clarifications, specifically irrigation service and landscape
lighting service, are now defined as taxable services. Hopefully this will be the
last tax bill for a while dealing with the sales tax treatment of landscaping, hardscaping, lighting, and irrigation work by green industry businesses. (Note: GIC is
not qualified to give tax compliance advice, and each company that has specific
questions should consult their CPA for their specific situation.)
Licensing Boards
After much work by the GIC during the off season with the Landscape Contractors’ and Irrigation Contractors’ Licensing Boards, the General Assembly took no
action this session to do away with or combine these licensing boards.
Continued on pg. 2

Legislative Update - Continued from pg. 1

Immigration
Multiple bills relating to immigration
were introduced that could directly
affect GIC member businesses. Some
of the bills did pass one body, so they
will be eligible for consideration for the
Short Legislative Session in 2018.
HB35: Sponsored by Rep. Millis
(R-Onslow/Pender Co.), Rep. Cleveland (R-Onslow Co.), and others, HB35
increases the number of employers
who are required to participate in the
Federal E-Verify program, and repeals
the current exemption for temporary
employees. The current exemption of
25 employees would be reduced to 15.
HB35 passed the House, is now sitting
in the Senate Rules Committee, and is
eligible to be heard next session.
HB63: The Citizens Protection Act,
sponsored by Rep. Harry Warren
(R-Rowan Co.), is a version of the immigration bill Rep. Warren has been
promoting the last couple of years. Now,
instead of providing temporary driving
licenses, the bill increases the penalties
for manufacture or sale of false identification documents. It also makes it
more difficult for a suspect to get pretrial release if he/she is unlawfully present in the United States. It incentivizes
cities to enforce state immigration laws.

HB63 had very little traction and was
stuck in the House Finance Committee.
HB113: Sponsored by Rep. Cleveland
(R-Onslow Co.) and Rep. Millis (R-Onslow/Pender Co.), HB113 seeks to create a private cause of action to remedy
local government noncompliance with
state immigration laws. The bill passed
the House, sits in the Senate Rules
Committee, and is eligible to be heard
next session.
HB306: Sponsored by Rep. Cleveland
(R-Onslow Co.) and Rep. Millis (R-Onslow/Pender Co.), HB306 requires all
contractors and subcontractors doing
business with the State, or any political
subdivision of the State, to use E-Verify. HB306 passed the House, sits in the
Senate Rules Committee, and is eligible
to be heard next session.
SB145: Sponsored by Sen. Sanderson
(R- Carteret/Craven/Pamlico Co.),
SB145 deletes the current law where
certain documents can be used by law
enforcement to assist in determining
the identity or residency of a person.
Other provisions seek to insure that
local governments and UNC institutions comply with state laws relating to
immigration. SB145 passed the Senate
and is sitting in the House Rules Committee.

GIC Connects with Leglislators at 2017
NCGIC Legislative Ice Cream Social

GIC Lobbyist Dick Carlton (left) and GIC members talk with Sen. Brent Jackson (R-Duplin/Johnlegislators outside the Legislative Building at the May 16 event. ston/Sampson Co.) visits with GIC.

GIC will closely follow, evaluate and
remain engaged with other interested
partners on these immigration bills in
the 2018 Short Legislative Session.
Regulatory Reform Bill
SB131 was a comprehensive collection
of regulatory reform initiatives. Section 3.12 (G.S.143-214.7(b2) exempts
landscaping materials from stormwater management requirement. SB131
passed and was signed into law May 4,
2017. For details, visit:
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/
Bills/Senate/PDF/S131v7.pdf
and search for section 3.12.
Pollinator Protection Act
HB363, introduced by Reps. Harrison
(D-Guilford Co.), McGrady (R-Henderson Co.), G. Martin (D-Wake) and
Setzer (R-Catawba Co.), was filed on
the premise that systemic neonicotinoid insecticides are the cause of rapid
decline of honey bees and other pollinators. The bill was held up in the
House Rules Committee, and did not
pass either chamber.
Minimum Wage Increase
Companion bills SB174 and HB238
were filed seeking to increase the minimum wage through the year 2021 to
$15 per hour. These bills were sponsored by Democrats. They were sent to
their respective Rules Committees and
no action was taken on either bill.
Composting
HB244 was introduced by Reps. Howard (R-Davie/Forsyth Co.), McElraft
(R-Carteret/Jones Co.), Grady (R-Henderson), and Setzer (R-Catawba Co.)
and titled: to broaden the scope of impacts to be considered in solid waste
management facility permitting and
provide for notice and public hearing
for composting facilities and to reduce odor emissions from those facilities. This bill was seeking to put new
requirements on the permitting process for composting facilities. HB 244
is problematic to the NC Composting
Council members of the GIC. The bill
did not pass the Senate, but is qualified
to be heard next session.
__________

NC Governor
Proclaims July
“Smart Irrigation
Month”
A proclamation by Governor Roy Cooper has once again designated July
“Smart Irrigation Month” for North
Carolina.
GIC has successfully advocated for this
proclamation since 2010. It recognizes the importance of efficient outdoor
water use, and the responsibility of all
North Carolinians to use water wisely.
July is typically a peak month for water
usage for irrigation in North Carolina.
Tremendous potential exists for water
savings through proven water-saving
technologies and effective irrigation
management practices. Using water
wisely saves money on utility bills,
nurtures green spaces that deliver real
environmental benefits, and protects
our state and local water supplies for
generations to come. Highly efficient –
“smart” – irrigation systems minimize
overwatering while keeping lawns and
gardens beautiful and healthy by adjusting water levels automatically to
account for rain and other contributing conditions. This puts every drop of
water to work by minimizing evaporation and waste, and makes maintaining
landscapes more efficient, convenient,
and cost effective.
GIC encourages all green industry professionals to visit the GIC website
www.SavingWaterNC.com for information to educate their customers
about water wise gardening, watering
tips for lawn and landscape, and smart
irrigation technologies and hardware.

Thank You GIC Members for Your Support!
Thank you to all the 2017 GIC
members who volunteer their
time, dontate their money, travel
for meetings, make connections
with legislators, and participate in
the legislative process to be sure
the green industry has an active
seat at the political table.
We could not do it without you!

2017 GIC Members and Advisors
North Carolina Nursery & Landscape Association
Turfgrass Council of North Carolina
Carolinas Irrigation Association
North Carolina Sod Producers Association
North Carolina Composting Council
North Carolina Urban Forest Council
North Carolina Pine Needle Producers Association
NCSU, NCDA&CS, NC Farm Bureau, NCA&T, and NCLCLB Advisors

Sold Out NCGIC 7th Annual Water Symposium
Focuses on ‘Water in the Performance Landscape’
The 7th Annual NCGIC Water Symposium was held June 22 at the McKimmon Center in Raleigh. A sold-out
crowd heard ten dynamic presenters
from across the country speak about
projects and ideas that focused on
‘Water in the Performance Landscape.’
Looking At the Past to
See the Future in Sustainability
Keynote Speaker Warren Gorowitz,
Vice President of Sustainability at Ewing Irrigation and Landscape Supply in
Phoenix, AZ, and future President of
the Irrigation Association, kicked off
the day of education with a look at the
history of water in the green industry.
Irrigation systems have come a long
way from all-rubber underground systems in the 1950s to water management
on our smart phones today. Unfortunately, as much as 50% of the water we
use outdoors is still wasted from inefficient watering methods and systems.
It’s up to the green industry to find and
teach a better system of design, installation, and maintenance.
Gorowitz believes sustainability – the
ability to meet our needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet theirs – provides new
opportunities and will be the green industry’s disruption; the interruption of
traditional practices that lead to positive change.
He pointed out the green industry has

already been making sustainable efforts, people just don’t talk about it that
way. Additionally, all the different green
industry careers are working in silos;
the industry needs to work together
and come up with a common message.
He encouraged the participants in the
room to be bold, to tell customers what
the green industry does and why it’s so
important, and embrace sustainable
solutions – products, services and opportunities to help create sustainable
landscapes.
New Ways to Develop Projects
A number of presenters showed how
new and innovative thinking and collaboration can lead to sustainable landscapes:
• The City as Ecology
By 2030 there will be five billion
people living in urban areas. Kevin
Nunnery, a Senior Ecologist at Biohabitats, showed how existing vacant
lands can be evaluated and set aside
strategically by municipalities for
green infrastructure in the future.
• North Carolina Museum of Art
Dan Gottlieb and Rachel Woods
showed the evolution of the museum’s land from a prison to a museum
and park with a vision to connect:
people+art+nature. In addition to
the sustainable practices they have
already implemented, they’ve partnered with Wildlands Engineering to

restore streams to benefit the entire
area.
• Montgomery Co. RainScapes Program.
Ann English showed how collaboration between the Department of
Environmental Protection and the
local government in Rockville, MD,
in developing small scale green infrastructure – rain gardens, conservation landscaping, permeable paver
retrofits, etc. – on private property is
helping watershed restoration.
• The Hidden Value of Landscapes
Zachary Johnson of Colorado State
University quantified the value of
using three percent of Colorado’s water for landscapes, despite drought.
The huge ROI includes increased air
quality, stormwater management, reduction in crime, increase in child
development, improved health and
fitness, and increase in ambient air
temperature.
• Turfgrass in the Sustainable Landscape
Dr. Grady Miller of NC State University explained how properly managing turf and lawn (selection, watering, fertilization, mowing, pesticide
use) can reduce inputs, add value
to clients, and create spaces that not
only look nice, but add landscape and
site level functionality.
Sustainable Landscape
Development Resources
Barbara Deutsch of the Landscape Ar-

Above: Keynote Speaker Warren Gorowitz, Vice President of Sustainability at Ewing Irrigation and Landscape Supply in Phoenix, AZ, and
future President of the Irrigation Association.
Upper Left: Participants visit Symposium Sponsor tables.
Lower Left: Participants enjoy a BBQ lunch and networking.

chitecture Foundation in Washington,
DC, reviewed resources available and
encourage participation on
www.LandscapePerformance.org. The
site is an online portal and set of initiatives to build capacity to achieve
sustainability and transform the way
landscape is considered in the design
and development process. It offers designers, landscapers, and other green
industry professionals tools, including:
• Case Study Briefs:
A database of more than 100 exemplary projects with quantified landscape benefits
• Fast Fact Library:
Nearly 200 facts on the benefits of
landscape from published research
• Benefits Toolkit:
Dozens of online tools and calculators to estimate performance
• Collections:
Themed Landscape Performance Series highlights

NCSU Update
Dean Richard Linton reported on the
growth of NCSU’s College of Agriculture & Life Sciences over the past five
years and new agricultural initiatives
that are helping North Carolina. Overall, fundraising is up, the department is
growing again after taking a loss in faculty and students when the College of
Sciences was reconfigured, and CALS
continues to work on big ideas to establish the world’s foremost Plant Sciences
Enterprise.

Thank You!

GIC sincerely thanks Committee Chair
Debbie Hamrick, NC Farm Bureau
Federation, for her hard work to develop the program, Honorary Chairs Jill
and John Hoffman of Hoffman Nursery, the GIC staff for their hard work to
facilitate the event, and the 2017 Sponsors for their support to help make this
a quality, must-attend, event.
Host Sponsors

Useful Links for Sustainable
Messaging and Futher Education
www.loveyourlandscape.org
www.ncufc.org/resources.php
#plantsdothat
www.turffiles.ncsu.edu
www.landscapeperformance.org
go.ncsu.edu/calsweekly
www.SavingWaterNC.com

City of Raleigh Public Works Dept.
Named GIC 2017 Blue Green Innovator

Break Sponsor

Sponsors

GIC President Jonathan Richardson presented the 2017 Blue Green Innovator of the Year Award to the City of Raleigh’s Public Utilities Department for
its water conservation efforts since the 2007 drought. The award is given annually for a company or individual’s commitment toward water conservation
and water use efficiency through innovation, environmental stewardship,
and constant efforts for implementation of green infrastructure strategies.
The Department has worked hard since the 2007 drought to implement water
efficiency, but Environmental Coordinator Edward Buchon recognized the
part the green industry plays in the city’s success.
“It’s the people in this room educating customers and creating good design
that makes the difference,” said Buchan.
If your company, or another green industry company, meets the award description, email GIC – ckirven@ncgreenindustrycouncil.com – with the
company name, contact information, and the reasons the company should
be nominated for the 2018 award.

Supporters

You Make A Difference! Help GIC Partner, Protect, Promote.
A little goes a long way, and together we can accomplish a lot.

Get to Know Your
Legislators.

Support the
GIC PAC.

Even in this digital age, business
success still depends on who you
know, and who knows you.

GIC has successfully represented the
green industry on
- Licensing
- Tax on Services
- Immigration
and many other issues thanks to
sponsor generosity and support.

Do you know your legislators?
Do your legislators know you?
It only takes one or two to introduce
laws that can hurt your business.
FACT: 10% of the NC State Senate
and 17% of the NC State House are
in their first year in their elected
office. They especially need to know
you and green industry issues.
Be Proactive!
Get to know your local officials now
to make it easy to go to them later
when you, and the green industry,
need them.
Take These Three Easy Steps
1. Find your legislators.
www.ncleg.net/representation/
WhoRepresentsMe.aspx
2. Go to their in-district offices and
introduce yourself as a GIC member and a contact for green indusry
issues.
3. Let GIC know about your meet.
919.372.1586 or
ckirven@ncgreenindustrycouncil.com
Online vs. Real Time?
Face-to-face meetings are best, but
we encourage you to follow your
legislators’ social media sites and
keep us informed on relevant news
and events in your district.

Become an Annual
GIC Sponsor.

The GIC PAC (Political Action Committee) supports legislators who are
friendly to the green industry.
GIC will be hosting fundraising efforts
this Fall to grow the fund – ultimately
strengthening GIC’s ability to be an influential participant in NC policy that
affects the green industry.
Look for upcoming GIC PAC Fundraiser information on www.ncgreenindustrycouncil.com, in your association
news, and email.
We need your help. Whether you
choose to sponsor, attend, or volunteer for these efforts, the GIC PAC
needs you.
If you don’t have time to dedicate to an
event, please simply donate today!
Your personal contribution to the GIC
PAC helps us make contributions, on
behalf of GIC member organizations,
to elect and re-elect legislators who understand and support our issues and
concerns. It is critical that we support
legislators who recognize and support
North Carolina’s green industry.
Download a contribution form or donate directly online at:
www.ncgreenindustrycouncil.com
You can also call the GIC office for help
at 919.372.1586.
Please help the GIC PAC today!

Help us keep our seat at the table
and the ear of our legislators. Your
tax-decductable contribution can
be made with a company check or
credit card. You can even pay in convenient monthly installments.
In return, GIC gives each sponsor
proper company recognition based
on contribution. Recognition can
include:
- Recognition at All GIC Events
- Certificate of Recognition
- Recognition at Annual Meeting
- Signage at Annual Meeting
- Recognition in GIC Member Emails
- Logo and Link on the GIC Website
Sponsor Opportunities
Visionary Sponsor - $3,000
Green Advocate Sponsor - $1200
Green Circle Sustainer - $300
Keep the Green Moving - $150
Green Industry Supporter - $100
Please visit this site to sponsor:
www.ncgreenindustrycouncil.com/
sponsors.html

Thank You 2017
Visionary Sponsors

