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Giving Thanks
BY ALEX PAGNANI ,  EDITOR

As this issue hits distribution, trick-or-treating has passed along
with our 2021 Virtual GAM Conference.  While we had hoped to
share this year's conference with you in person, there is still much
for us to be appreciative of as we head towards Thanksgiving. 
 First, the conference was a joy and so many were able to attend! 
 Second, GAM has an active legislative year approaching, including
our annual GAM Day at the Capitol on Feb. 23rd for students and
teachers alike!  Third, a marvelous group of volunteers have
joined the GAM Board... but they've kindly left some spots open
for you! (p. 12).  Lastly, the awards and scholarships season is upon
us, so please nominate deserving candidates by Dec. 31st.
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Resilience and Reinvention
GAM President Meredith Wisniewski

While I normally try to have my thoughts for the GAMbit organized and submitted
ahead of schedule, I’m pushing the deadline this time (sorry to our amazing editor,
Alex Pagnani). I promise I have a good reason, though -- I wanted to soak in as
much as I could from our annual conference before sharing my reflections. While
hosting it virtually again this year was not our hope, we were thrilled to get creative
and find more ways for everyone to interact. We appreciate everyone’s patience
and flexibility, and we are so proud of the live and on-demand content we provided
this year. We welcomed a mix of veteran and new presenters, and all of them
brought wonderful energy and inspiration -- we thank you!

 
This year’s theme of Resilience and Reinvention seemed a natural choice. Whether
we are figuring out learning during a pandemic or looking at equity with a long-
overdue critical eye, it feels like we are all being asked to constantly dig a little
deeper and give just a little more. Educators and parents alike encourage our
gifted learners to show perseverance and creativity when faced with a problem,
but admittedly that’s sometimes easier said than done...especially when we realize
we should be taking our own advice. In cultivating sessions reflecting Resilience
and Reinvention, we knew we wanted content that was relevant and meaningful;
there is a fine line between genuine care and toxic positivity. However, we also
know that truthful dialogue is more useful than prose without depth. Colin Seale’s
keynote and breakout sessions challenged us to re-imagine education not just
because we want to, but because we have to. Subsequent sessions on equity
reminded us yet again that gifted education for all students is a right, not a
privilege. Resilience and Reinvention is hard, but when we consider our “why” it
takes on a whole new meaning.
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That being said, #GAM21 also reminded us how to reinvent our time with
students. Attendees of Dr. Kathryn Fishman Weaver’s Brain Lab delighted in
interaction, creating memories even if they were over the ubiquitous Zoom.
Sessions on STEAM, film making, creativity, and more brought us back to the
beauty of engaging gifted thinking and letting it soar. We heard from experts
vocalizing the worry in many of us that it’s actually ok not to always feel ok, and
we created space for parents to process. This year’s conference ran the gamut
with a little something for everyone. Despite having so much on my plate right
now, I left the conference feeling refreshed and excited. I have no illusions that
the hardships many of us are facing right now will magically disappear, but I am
reassured that this gifted community does great things and provides
immeasurable support.

Our hope is for everyone to be able to safely get together next year for
#GAM22. However next year’s conference ends up looking, know that we are
honored to make that happen for all of you.

Sincerely,

Meredith Wisniewski
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Success Stories from Bowling Green!
By Alison Frederickson, Coordinator of Gifted Education, 

Bowling Green Public Schools

Aaron McBride, HS Freshman
 

After only 1 semester in Academic Stretch (our gifted
classes in Middle School), Aaron volunteered to speak at
the school board meeting about the newly created district
wide gifted program. This is a kid who knew the insides of
the principal’s office as he would sometimes find things to
do in class that were not always the best choices. School
was boring to him.

Then he was placed in Academic Stretch where
expectations were consistently high and he was
challenged to create and learn new concepts. He thrived.
When presenting to the Bowling Green School Board he
talked about all the new things he was learning in the
Psychology and Inventions Units. He talked about how he
now felt a sense of purpose at school and had found his
support group. Aaron also mentioned that he had one
regret about the program - that it did not start two years
ago so he could’ve been in Academic Stretch for his 6th
and 7th grade years.  

As a current freshman in high school, Aaron now plays on
the football team, is in chess club, and endeavors to go to
either West Point or the Air Force Academy. 
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Trenton Calvin, 8th Grade
 

When Trenton first walked into the informational meeting
about the gifted program in August of 2020, his dad
informed me that Trent does not talk much at all. I then
asked Trent if he would hand out the flyers to incoming
attendees to the meeting and he hesitantly obliged. It
was the start of a wonderful journey. 

He won 1st place in the science fair last year for his
invention of a phone app that he created in Academic
Stretch class. After just one semester of being in
Academic Stretch he was asked to present to the Bowling
Green School board and share his experience of being in
the fledgling gifted program. “A few months ago, I never
would have thought I’d be standing here presenting to
you right now as I have much anxiety about public
speaking, but this program deserves to be recognized. It
has given me the opportunity to expand my interests and
further my passion for technology. Thank you for giving
Bowling Green this new program so kids like me can be
challenged and grow.” 

His input is highly regarded when problem solving
computer technical issues around the classroom. He has
now taken the initiative to learn the computer coding
language Python and has created his own website
building platform on which he corresponds with many
people from different countries. His goal is to go to
college and major in cyber security.  
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Summer Professional Development
at the Raytown School District

By Jennifer Blank
 

In preparation for the new school year, 38 teachers in the Raytown School
District chose to spend part of their summer learning about the needs of gifted
learners.  Jennifer Blank, GAM Region 3 district director, and Jenna Adkins led
the professional development on the identification of gifted students, common
characteristics of different gifted populations, and differentiation for high-level
learners.  Participants used a jigsaw activity to learn about the 6 Profiles of
Gifted Learners (Betts & Neihart, 1988), in order to broaden their
understanding that there is no cookie cutter gifted student and that gifted
learners may be different from our preconceived notions.
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Congratulations to Josh Hawkins, JJ Hawkins, Cameron Tedrick, and Kaitlynn
VanDeWiele for their exceptional work in Future City!  In this photo Future City

Coordinator Martina Baur presents a proclamation from Senator Dave Schatz to
the team and their teacher, Ms. Jennifer Hawkins.
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Visit http://www.mogam.org/awards-and-scholarships.html for full
details and application information regarding the following:

 
Submission deadlines are December 31st

 
The Dede Smith Friend of Gifted Award - To recognize legislators, elected officials,
administrators, counselors, regular classroom teachers, those in media, business
persons, and mentors for outstanding contributions to gifted education.

The Delma Johnson Outstanding Educator of Gifted Award - To recognize
teachers, coordinators, and college professors directly involved with gifted students
or teachers of the gifted.

The Norine Kerber Parent of Gifted Award - To recognize parents, step-parents,
and guardians of a gifted child for outstanding contributions to gifted education.

The Bob Roach Scholarship for New Teachers, Sponsored by Drury University
- To promote the certification of new teachers in the field of gifted education.

Vicky Bennett Distinguished Student Award (Deadline = Dec. 1st) - To award one
student each year from Missouri a $250 scholarship along with a Certificate of
Excellence by the Gifted Association of Missouri (GAM).  Students selected for the
award are between grades 3 and 6 and have distinguished themselves in academic
achievement, leadership, and/or the arts.

http://www.mogam.org/awards-and-scholarships.html
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Please send ads & articles for the January
issue to pagnani@ucmo.edu by Jan 15th.


