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A 5 MINUTE HOLY WEEK MOMENT SHARED VITUALLY EACH MORNING:
Monday through Wednesday. Be watching for these moments of focus on Facebook Live at 8:00 am
MAUNDY THURSDAY—7 PM ZOOM MEETING: We will gather to share in a creative Last Supper Experience.
Scripture, music, and sharing the bread and cup from our own tables. If we have a lot of you, we will
break out in small groups to partake, reflecting our tables in the CLC.
GOOD FRIDAY: A Community Worship Service will be available all day on Good Friday. This pre-recorded
reflection will be a powerful way to participate in the crucifixion of our Savior.
EASTER MORNING—APRIL 4
7 AM IN PERSON SUNRISE SERVICE: (Weather Sensitive with no indoor alternative)
You can stay in your car or safely distance outside at First Baptist Elon on Haggard Avenue.
EASTER WORSHIP—11 am: In-Person, Facebook Live, Livestream on Website, YouTube

Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography
Through the Lens of Race
Has your life in any way been shaped by ideas and experiences related
to race? If you are white, do you even consider that you have a race? Have you
enjoyed status, privileges and opportunities available only because of your race?
For five Wednesday evenings beginning April 21, join us in examining how your
life story has been undoubtedly influenced by race. We will use personal journaling as a tool to write our
autobiographies, looking through the lens of race to explore and evaluate how our life experiences with
people of other races have affected how we look at our own race, status and privilege. We will share our
stories with each other as we explore to help us all better understand the impact race has on every aspect
of our lives. The sessions will be held April 21, April 28, May 5, May 12 and May 19 from 7-8 p.m. via
Zoom call, led by Rebecca Cole-Turner and Linda Gupton. To register: https://forms.gle/2aL2NVCLTvy1KwdN9
THE FARMERS MARKET AT ELON

COMMUNITY CHURCH OPENS APRIL 1
Starting Thursday April 1, the Authentic Alamance Farmers Market returns in full force with 21
vendors! Like last year, the market will now run down College Ave instead of on our grass. Therefore, you
need to enter by coming into the Holt Ave entrance of our parking! A huge Earth Day Celebration will
take place Thursday, April 22! Look forward to a year with lots of choices and healthy affordable food.
They now take credit cards for tokens, and accept food assistance (snap) by giving $2 for each $1 you
buy! So, pass the word and attend this market and celebrate local! Market each Thursday from 3-6 pm!
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(“Chris” is short for Christian)
Rise up, Open up, Rev up
to 10 and Beyond!
Easter! It defines us as
Christians just as the Cross defines
our sinfulness and pathway to that
Glorious moment of Resurrection! When
we rise up with Christ to new life, we see the world and each other
in a new way, explore what we need to do and how we need to be
in a new way. Being Easter people allows us to rise up in so many
different ways! That rising for this year may be many things for us,
but we do know it is going to be an “Opening Up” experience this
year!
Opening up is going to be a very different experience than
we imagined last year. I believe we all thought then that this Covid19 pandemic would be over soon, and we would all come back on
one glorious day! Well, after more than a year of this event, we are
now clear that things will open up slowly and in phases. It has been
surprising how quickly things are happening, and we are having to
almost race to opening up. But that seems like the wrong course. The
idea of going back to normal is not just going to be the way it will
work, and we need to be careful in how we proceed.
So, the staff is endeavoring to work on a re-opening
schedule that will be presented to Council and we will proceed in a
careful fashion to make sure things will be safe. We will be consulting

We plan to finish up this month on the 12 judges and the
stories that tell us a lot about the rise of what we know of as Israel
and their relationship with God. This continues to be a multifaceted
study and will illuminate much about faith as well as our own
understanding of faith! Join
this ZOOM class as invitations
always come out on Monday
in our Joys and Concerns
email. Join us and grow!

CDC guidelines, asking questions on how things can be done safely,
and putting the pieces of church life back together. That means that
committees will start meeting again, meetings already happening by
Zoom will be scheduled for transition back to in person meetings
when safe and on a different schedule than worship. We will have to
go to 2 worship services for a time until we can cease distancing,
and Church hours, CLC usage, and community involvement in the
building will all be worked into our transition schedule.
I have been vaccinated twice and will have full immunity
by Easter, so plan to see me out visiting again as well. Hospitals,
Nursing homes, and Senior Centers are opening up so we have a
chance to see each other again! Johns River Valley plans to open,
albeit in a modified way this year, and so kids and youth can attend
summer camp again! Programs will be re-introduced as they are
deemed safe. All in all, this process will take some time, but we will
be clear how we will proceed at every turn. It IS time to start the
re-opening.
This Rev is ready to “Rev up” as of April 1, I will be your
pastor for 10 years! What a gift to be able to serve and minster in
this historic congregation with the progress and growth we have
experienced together. As we build our new 5-year vision and
goal-setting plan for this year, it feels like the perfect time as we
Rise up, Open up, and Rev up for the future!
Love,

Randy

Women’s Fellowship will meet on
Monday, April 5 at 10:30 am in the Community Life Center and on
Zoom. We will discuss “God Laments” and Pastor Sharon will lead the
program. The Zoom link is:
Topic: Women's Fellowship
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89428419819?
pwd=S2kwY3lETkdtRmNmNzR3NjdTY1Mydz09
Meeting ID: 894 2841 9819
Passcode: 536546
Find Your Local Number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kevywLnfBG
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This month I reach a milestone
birthday—65. Wow! How did I get that old!
They say you are as young as you feel.
Somedays I feel somewhat young and other
days well, let’s just say I am feeling my age. I have to say, however, I
am blessed to be upright and enjoying life each day.
My birthday falls on Easter which in my lifetime, has not
happened too many times. I think this is a wonderful day to celebrate a
birthday as Resurrection Sunday is a time when we celebrate Christ’s rise
from the grave to new life. Easter joy comes out of the darkness and
into the light. Our lives are like that. Some days we are joyful when all
seems right with the world, then something happens that changes and
puts in in a place of darkness. Reflecting on this last year we have seen
a year of darkness with illness and death of this horrible disease. Last
year’s Easter looked different as our sanctuary was empty other than
staff on Easter. This year we will see some smiling eyes (not faces as we
will be masked). But out of this darkness, we have seen light. We have
adjusted our busy lifestyles change to ones where we have had to stay
at home and learn as families to live inside four walls. For some this has
been a good thing for others it may have been a challenge. As a church
we have stepped up to take the church outside the walls of the building.
Church was not closed, but we were able to spread God’s word virtually,
feed the elderly in our community by producing 300 hundred meals
which fed 100 people each week. We made sure our back pack children
still had food and open our doors for much needed blood drives. Was
the church closed? No we were doing the work of Christ outside the
walls of the church. We were bringing light to a world of darkness. So
from the darkness of Good Friday’s sting, to the light of the resurrection
so has the last year been both for many of us.
As I enter my 65th year on this earth, I feel blessed—blessed
to have lived this long as someone born with a birth defect that many
did not survived, blessed to have family and friends who loves me,
blessed to have a wonderful church family who surround me with love
and support, blessed to know that know matter what, God loves me and
is there with me no matter what. I found this hand painted sign this
weekend that says this “Accept what is, Let go of what was, Have faith
in what will be.” This has been a year of challenges for us all in many
different ways. We have hope, we have light, we have faith in what will
be—Resurrection light is brings us from darkness to light! Happy Easter
Season.

Pastor Sharon

KICK (Kids in Christ’s
Kingdom) Meeting

KICK group will meet in
person outdoors (weather permitting)
on Sunday, April 18 at 4:00 pm.
Will have some earth day activities
including some planting weather
permitting. Masks required.

COOL/EDGE Youth
Group March Meeting
•

COOL Youth Group (Grades 5-7) will meet on Sunday, April
18 at 5:00 pm outdoors weather permitting. Programing to
be announced. Remember the three W’s are still in effect
so wear your masks!
• EDGE Youth group (Grades 8-12) will
meet on Sunday, April 25 at 5:00 pm
outdoors, weather permitting. Program to be
announced. Remember the three W’s are still
in effect so wear your masks!
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We Felt Called To Act in 2015 and that Feeling Continues!
Help us Feed Food Insecure Children at Elon Elementary!
Sponsor a Child for The Back Pack Program!
$28.00 a month
Or
$300.00 a school year!

It's hard to believe that this is our 6th year of feeding food-insecure children at Elon Elementary School. For the past 6 years,
dedicated volunteers have packed and delivered food each weekend during the school year for 15 to 26 children. We have been very blessed
to not have needed to raise funds since our first year, but there is a need to do so now.
If you can help, it would be greatly appreciated. You may write a check to Elon Community Church with the notation “Backpack,”
give online, or at the church. Questions? Contact Sue Kuhn at 336-512-3031 or Vivian Bengel 336-213-3777.

I want to open the windows and let the fresh air in! Then I want to get rid of some unwanted items in
my house that are cluttering it up, but some of them don't fit into the usual curbside recycling categories. How
can I do that in an environmentally responsible way? Here are some suggestions from Green Church:
Go to www.alamance-nc.com/landfill for an extensive list of items matched with resources for recycling or
disposal. Click on Solid Waste and then How Do I Dispose Of.... The landfill website also lists three sites that will accept designated items
for recycling. Click on Recycling and then Recycling Convenience Centers.
On Saturday, April 17, from 8 am till 12 noon, the landfill will host a Household Hazardous Waste Collection at 128 Stone Quarry Road,
Haw River. They will collect paint, solvents, automotive fluids, pesticides, fluorescent tubes, small propane gas cylinders, etc. See the full list
on their website. Click on Solid Waste, then Household Hazardous Waste, and then Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event. If you have
a truck and would like to volunteer to come to the church on April 17 from 9 to 10 am, collect household hazardous waste from our
church folks, and transport it to the collection site, please let me know. I will publicize this service to the congregation, and we will get
broader participation.
• Our church continues to collect polystyrene foam products, such as clean, used food containers and cups,
and packing foam blocks without labels or tape on them. No packing peanuts accepted. A collection box is
located just inside the entrance to the CLC on the left. We will take the foam to a collection facility in
Greensboro that compacts and sells the foam,
generating income that helps support housing and job
training for homeless people.
We also collect used electronics (TVs under 25 pounds, computers, peripherals, etc.)
for recycling at the Guilford County Prison Farm. Put them in front of the closet
just inside the south entrance (close to the picnic tables and facing Pandora's Pies).
For challenging recycling problems, try www.earth911.com.
•

•

•

•

Let's make every day Earth Day!
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Church Council Highlights
By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
From Virtual Meeting on March 14, 2021

Treasurer’s Report for February showed significant improvement. NC Department of Revenue has approved
ECC’s application as a non-profit organization (a formality).
Trustees reported that the Stone Soup Ministry has been registered as a 501c3 charitable organization, and
that the ECC “arm” of the organization will hand off to someone else the months of June, July, and August. Disbursement of the rest of Jim Starr’s estate is on hold, awaiting sale of the house. An Audio/Visual
Task Group has been set up with representatives from Trustees, Deacons, and Evangelism to transition the
church buildings into a more virtual-friendly environment. Their assessment will include technology needs of
the office staff.
Deacons are beginning to envision Worship after COVID, now that more people are attending church in
person. They would like to keep the capacity for virtual services. Ushers may be needed for in-person worshippers on Easter Sunday. Pastor
Randy noted that we may plan a joint Celebration of Life service for our members who have passed recently without the recognition we would
have wanted to give them.
Board of Christian Education shared details about the two upcoming racial inequality studies coming up this spring. One is the Seekers’ Sunday
School class’s new book, and the other is a 5-week writing workshop via Zoom. The Board is implementing a unique plan for young children
to have separate/safe on-site Easter Egg Hunts on Palm Sunday. Congregation is being asked to contribute candy for the goody bags.
Missions & Outreach Board is continuing their Community Baby Shower collection indefinitely in support of the important and effective work of
the Dream Center. The Board is beginning to assess their ongoing ministries in anticipation of setting new 5-year goals.
Board of Evangelism is full of enthusiasm for new ways of improving ECC’s online presence, as well as enhancing the visitor experience – in
anticipation of people being more likely to gather safely in the upcoming months.
Pastor Sharon was away on a needed mini-vacation on Church Night, but she (as usual) submitted a written report of her monthly activities.
She plans to preach at the community-wide Sunrise Service on Easter morning.
Pastor Randy and staff have scheduled a retreat day to work out a strategy for a phased “Re-Opening Plan” – to include worship, hospitality,
classes and programs, and CLC usage. For example, what will our Nursery and children’s Sunday School classes look like in a post-COVID world?
Randy will participate on the A/V Task Group as it works to address immediate technology needs at the church. He welcomes our older
(vaccinated) members as they begin to return to in-person church! Randy’s 10th anniversary as Senior Pastor is coming up on April 1, and he
is “so happy to be here!”

Next Council meeting is set for Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 7:30 PM, via Zoom

Seekers Class Starts New Book Study
On March 21 the Seekers SS Class will began discussing a new book, The Color of Compromise: The Truth about
the American Church’s Complicity in Racism, by Jemar Tisby. The Color of Compromise is not a call to shame or a
platform to blame white evangelical Christians. It is a call from a place of love and desire to fight for a more racially
unified church that no longer compromises what the Bible teaches about human dignity and equality. A call that
challenges black and white Christians alike to standup now and begin implementing the concrete ways Tisby outlines, all
for a more equitable and inclusive environment among God's people. Books are available, and we welcome new
participants who haven’t been with the Seekers Class recently. Just let Ray Pollard know your interest. He can be reached
by e-mail at pollardrg@yahoo.com.

Volume 25, Issue 4

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends while we are social distancing.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.
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Betty Griffin has just been elected by the
Church Women of the Southern Conference of the
United Church of Christ as Woman of the Year for
their organization. She will be recognized at the
Synod Meeting of the UCC in 2021. Betty has been a
member of the United Church of Christ for 38 years.
She began attending First Christian UCC while
attending Elon College, now Elon University, where
she earned a double major degree in Music and
Accounting and a minor in Business Administration.
Betty was married to Sandy Griffin in 1984 at First Christian UCC. She was an active
member of the Official Board, Deaconess Board, Chancel Choir, Music Committee, Children’s
Sunday School teacher and a Charter Member of the Women’s Fellowship Centennial Circle
where she was president for over 20 years.
In 2009, Betty, Sandy and their daughter Meredith, joined Elon Community
Church UCC. She is an ordained Deacon, member of the Chancel Choir and member of the
Women’s Fellowship. She has been a member of the Church Council and past chair of the
Evangelism Committee.
Betty has been involved with the wider Church for many years. She has served
two terms as President of the Church Women of the Southern Conference of the UCC and
served on the Southern Conference Board of Directors. She has served as a delegate to the
Eastern NC Association and has attended many Southern Conference Annual meetings and
three General Synod meetings of the United Church of Christ.

Mailed: 3/28/2021

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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