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President's Corner

Bakul Thakkar

Respected Shree Jalarambapa Devotees,

With the hard work of volunteers, committee members and support from

everyone, our Mandir is the place we all have dreamed for ourselves and for our
children.

Last month, Shikhars (2) and Domes (1) were installed with golden kalash. This
signifies as Hindu Temple.

This week everyone were very busy installing chandeliers (5) in main Pooja hall.
Chandeliers are square with gold tone and about 100 lights. It looks magnificent
and very beautiful, one has to come to and see it.

We came a long way but Mandir expansion project is almost coming to end. Now
is time we need to concentrate on paying off our outstanding loan and make our
Mandir debt free as soon as possible.

Please mark you calendar for July 2 to July 9, 2017. We are planning for Murti
Pran Pratishtha for Lovd Suryanarayan and Navgrah Devtas (Deities) and our
first Patotsav. Details of the program and invitation are coming soon.

We request all devotees for your support by becoming Mukhya Yajaman (Main
Sponsors) for all events.

Thank you for all your support in the past and I pray to Pujya Bapa to bless you
and give you strength to provide continuous support in the future for our
Mandir.
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outh Corner

‘Who Is God?

Hindus consider Brahman or Thsvara the ultimate reality. There are hundreds of
Gods and Goddesses (Devas and Devis - meaning “divine manifestation of the
supreme”) in Hinduism, and each is seen as the personification of an aspect of
Brahman. The three main Gods representing the Hindu Trinity are Vishnu, the
force for preservation; Brahma, the creator; and Shiva the destructive force. And
the main accompanying Goddesses (consorts) of each are: Lakshmi (wealth and
prosperity), Sarvaswati (knowledge), and Shakti or Durga (crveative power),
respectively.

‘Where Did We Come From?

All reality is an expression or manifestation of Brahman, the One that is All
There are several different accounts in Hindu sacred texts about how the
universe was created. The main doctrine says that the Supreme Being, which is
one and only one, wanted to be many and thus created this universe to have leela
or play. Some Hindus believe that the universe and all in it have been destroyed
and recreated several times, and will be again. Theve are cycles for both the
universe and for individual (ives. The cycle for individuals is samsara, or




reincarnation. As manifestations of the One that is All, we will return to
Brahman eventually.

Why Are We Here?

Hindus believe in karma- the law of action and effect, which states that what
you do in this mundane life has either a positive or a negative consequence in the
realm of ultimate reality, which in turn effects your earthly existence. Along
with karma, Hindus believe in re-birth (reincarnation). The goal of life for a
Hindu is to escape this worldly cycle of karma and rebirth by allowing his or her
soul to become one with Brahman-the One that is All.

Moksha is the term for this final emancipation (velease) from mundane existence.
Sometimes Hindus refer to this state as nirvana, but nirvana is in fact mainly a
Buddhist term. Hindus believe that worldly objects distract and prevent a person
from attaining oneness with Brahman. Moksha is Self-realization or Yoga
(meaning connecting with ov discovering the Self or the personal soul called Jiv-
atma and thus communion the Param-atma or the Supreme Being). A deeper
meaning of Moksha is to free oneself from all the human emotions (greed, anger,
hatred etc.) and attachments, which are causes of pain and sufferings.

How Do We Know?

The primary Hindu religious books are called the Vedas, which means knowledge
in Sanskrit (the ancient language of the Hindus). Vedas are the oldest texts
known to human Rind. Hindus believe the Vedas contain universal truth. There
are four basic Vedic books.

Rigveda 1is the most important and contains mantras (hymns to the Gods)
composed thousands of years ago which were memorized, chanted, and passed
down ovally from one genervation to the mnext before being written down in
Sanskrit. The other Vedic books are Yajur-veda, Sama-Veda, and Atharva-veda.

The Bhagavad-Gita (which means Song of the Lovd) is also a very important book
for Hindus. It outlines the three paths (marga) to final release from the mundane
world: karma-marga (the path of action and duties) which outlines deeds such as
selfless service, which ultimately frees oneself and also various religious and
social rituals; gnana-marvga (the path of knowledge) which encourages
meditation, study, and yoga as a way to identify yourself with Brahman; and
bhakti-marga (the path of devotion) which calls for the worship of a particular
God.

There are [iterally hundreds of scriptures to be found in the Hindu tradition. The
other main books are the Upanishads, the Puranas and the two of the world’s




greatest epic-spiritual-historical works in the world: the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata. Bhagavad-Gita is a part of the Mahabharata.

‘What Do ‘We Have To Do?

Hindu people perform meditation, Yoga, sacrifices (mainly food), image worship,
rituals, fasting, sacraments, and sing or chant personal devotionals (mantras, or
hymns to the Gods) to certain Gods that have particular meaning for them.
Practicing Hindus perform these duties either at a temple, or at a shrine in their
homes or places of work. Adherence to these practices allows a Hindu peace in
this life, and the purity of mind, body, and spirit required for communion (or
contact) with the divine.

Tradition, order, and hievarchy are very important to the Hindu view of the
world. Part of being a faithful Hindu means fulfilling the dharma (law and duty)
of your particular social position, family, and profession.

There are four major varnas (ov professional classes) of Hindu society: Brahmins
(people in the field of knowledge such as priests, teachers), Kshatriyas (people in
the field of defense and administration such as Rings, governance and army),
Vaishyas (people in the field of trade and welfare) and Shudras (people in the
field of service and labor). There are thousands of castes or a specific professional
group in Hindu society. Fulfilling the dharma or duties of your particular
position is a Rey way of ensuring stability and welfare of a person, a society and
the entire creation in this life and the next.
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January 2017 issue, we will not be mailing a physical copy of Jalaram Darpan to everyone

www.shreejalarammandir.org as well as send it via email to those members who provided

Let's all try to save the planet for our future generations. Going forward starting with
in the mail. ' We will be publishing the Darpan on our website at

it to us. If you want to share your email address, please send it to
shreejalarammandirchicago@gmail.com.
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