One of the tricky parts about sin is, 


is that it operates on two levels.  



There is individual sin 



and corporate sin.  


There are the choices I make 



that go against God's Kingdom being established here on earth.  




I steal, 




I swear falsely, 




I covet.  


There is also the general brokenness of our world 



that makes anything we do, 




even worshipping here together as a body, 



work against God's Kingdom.  

This town and church were established 125 years ago 


because of man's worship of gold.  



That extra L forever taints the basis our worship.  


We have inherited the worship of gold 



instead of God 


and there is not anything we can do to change that. 



We can try 




and do some revisionist history 



and pick a better sounding reason why this church gathered together




 on October 9, 1897, 





but we will be putting lipstick on a pig.  


Yes, 



Sinclair was here to proclaim the gospel to those here 




and needed to hear God.  



But they would not have been here without the desire for gold.

Now this two pronged aspect of sin 


has already had one prong 


or rather horn cut off and dealt with.  

Remember, 


back in the second vision of Zechariah, 



the craftsmen cut off the horns 




of the nations that broke up their nation, 




their culture as God's people.  

Today, in the 7th vision, 


we hear God addressing the individual aspect 



with this lead covered basket 




carrying wickedness out of the land.  

This wickedness being removed is necessary 


because all of our sin is the twisting of something of God's good creation 



into something that was not intended.  


Try and think of a sin this does not hold true for?  

God created us to eat, 


he gave us a whole garden to satisfy a wide range of desires and tastes.  


We were able to take the simple act of eating 



and turn it into rebellion against God's sovereignty.  

God created sex, 


God instructed man to leave his father and mother 



and be united to his wife.  


We have created 1,000s of ways of twisting this ideal into something else.  



To the point where we sell shampoo, 



football and cars with sex.  

We were also called to work in the garden, 


but rest on the seventh day.  

We have decided that God was foolish to rest on the seventh day 


and we don't need that.  


This was to help us remember we are not God.  



We decided to start making other god's to worship 




rather than Yahweh.  


The list runs on.  

Recall where you confessed earlier today to God 


in your individual silent confession 



how you had sinned.  

Is there anything that does not have its' basis 


on some part of God's good creation?

God knows this to be the case 


and we hear again today 



how God will address it.  

That is the good news again 


right there.  

It is not up to us to finally address it.  

In this vision, 


there is nothing that man does.  

It is heavenly beings 


working on behalf of God 



who remove the wickedness from God's people.

God shows us this 


by presenting what the NIV calls a measuring basket.  

Zechariah's question seems silly, 


“What is it?” 



because it is so common.  

It would be on par with us seeing a 55 gallon drum 


and asking, “What is it?”  

For when I said a 55 gallon drum, 


the image of a metal can 



just under 3 feet tall and 20 inches wide, 



with the hoops around the barrell popped into your head.  


You also know the volume of liquid it can hold.  

Zechariah's experience would have been similar 


as the measuring basket 


or ephap (ee-fa) was a common sight.  

It held the amount of grain used for a temple sacrifice 


and for paying taxes.  

It was about the size of a shopping basket, 


not cart, 



that you get in a store.  

You could lift it while full of grain, 


without having to be a superhero.  

Now to be fair to Zechariah, 


he knew it was an Epaph 


or measuring basket.  

But he is wondering why he is seeing said basket 


flying out of temple after everything else he has seen.  

The angel might have been messing with him as well, 


so he adds in the part 



that Zechariah probably could not tell 



just by looking at a flying basket.  

Inside the basket 


is the iniquity of the people throughout the land 


or earth.  

This iniquity has a unique aspect of sin.  


It is the “residue of guilt 



after a crime has been punished 



or a wrong is righted.”  


It is that replay of that guilt 



that makes it hard to go into a place 



or have a good relationship with someone.  

Yes, 


you have been forgiven, 

but there is a nagging sense 


that you deserve more punishment


or there is more coming.  

I remember meeting at a gas station one morning 


to travel to a soccer game in high school 


and feeling really anxious about going in to meet the team.  



I was on edge the whole time we were in the store.  

I finally made the connection 


that I had been avoiding this convenience store for the last decade 



as it was where I watched my friend shoplift us some candy 


when we were in second grade 



and then we were confronted by an employee in the parking lot.  


 The guilt still lingered 10 years later.  

That lingering sense of unfaithfulness 


is what is being removed.  

For it is what keeps our relationships from being what God intended.  

Evil knows that 


and tries to use it when even it can.  

King David put it like this in Psalm 38 


after telling how his sin is affecting his physical well-being: 
“For I am about to fall, 


and my pain is ever with me. 

I confess my iniquity; 


I am troubled by my sin.”  

David had already faced the consequences,


 but still his unworthiness to be King, 


to lead the people, 


to be trusted persisted.  

How can he be the king God called him to be?  

Cain said something similar 


after taking the life of his brother, 

“Cain said to the Lord, 


“My punishment is more than I can bear. 1


4 Today you are driving me from the land, 



and I will be hidden from your presence;””.

Things get tricky in verse 7, 


because like we do often, 


we can't just be told what is in there.  



We want some show 



to go with our tell.  

When the lead cover is raised, 


in the shopping basket, 



remember not cart, 


sat a woman.  

The woman is declared as wickedness.  


Most male commentators who are married 


or want to remain married, 



have made sure to soften the connection between a woman and wickedness. 

They are quick to point out 


that this is the only female personification of wickedness in the Old Testament.  



Wisdom and Folly are also female personifications in Proverbs.  

The cult worship of the Queen of Heaven 


was a fad in idol worship at the time of writing.  

Even claiming that all the nouns are in the feminine case, 


so it logically is a female.  

I know better than to use that last one, 


as the quick rebuttal is, 



“Why are all these negative words in the feminine 



and the good ones in the masculine case?”  


A question that arose in 8th grade German class 



and continued into seminary.  

There was a little bit of wisdom in the english language 


to just have the neutered “the” 


instead of having “der, die, and das” to mess around with 



and get in trouble.

This image is trying to personify wickedness 


and in this case it was a woman.  

The idol worship of the Queen of Heaven plays out in a few other places here.  

One, 


no woman fits in a shopping basket.  

Esme can squeeze into the shopping basket with her head sticking out, 


but definitely not a mature woman.  

So we could be looking at an idol statue of the Queen of Heaven 


that Jeremiah tried to get Israel to stop worshipping.  
This collaborates with the end of verse 8, 


where it says, 



“pushed the lead cover down over its mouth.”  

In Mesopotamian worship, 


an idol was ready for worship when its mouth is opened.  

The false god from Mesopotamia is rendered useless by God's messengers 



and the lead lid.

For a third time, 


Zechariah looks up 


and sees two more women, 



supported by the wind of Yahweh.  

These two are doing God's work 


in removing the basket from the temple and the land.  

Where they are taking it is the natural follow up.  


“The country of Babylonia 



to build a house for it” 


is the surprising response.  

You may not be surprised that it is going to Babylon 


or the region of Shinar.  

Revelation spends pages showing how Babylon is not working for God's goals.  


But why build a house or temple for it?  
We are given a healthy clue for how we are to be the church in the world.  

There is a place where God will allow idol worship to happen


 and a place where it is not acceptable at all.  

For those who are God's people, 


it is not acceptable at all.  

For how will the other nations see what it is like


to live with out the guilt of our wickedness



if we are living with it.  


What will call them to want to move away from their useless idol worship?  

Wickedness will have its time.  


People will need to face that great 


and life changing question at some point, 



“Choose who you will serve and worship.”  

There is always a choice 


and we are always worshipping someone or something.  

God is making it clear to Zechariah and hopefully to us 


that as his people, 



this is not acceptable for us.  


We are not to worship false gods, idols, or anything but the Triune God alone.

That should not be breaking news 


if you have followed Jesus for any length of time.  

But you probably have a Ephah or two you still carry around.  


That weighs 50 pounds itself.  


The lead lid makes it a very heavy burden to bear.  



Probably more than most of us can lift.  




Ask Lori about moving the manhole covers at the station.  

This weight is hindering us 


from being the light to the world that God intends us to be.  

The residue from our sin


 past and present 



is slowing us down.  

So how do we get rid of it?  

Remember, 


we don't do anything.  


We ask Jesus to take care of it.  

We let the Lord's servants come 


and lift that burden away on the wind.  

My experience has been, 


he will 



when we ask and let him.  


For he has called us to be his children.  

He will also let us go 


and worship that guilt 


and take on that weight in Babylon 



if we so desire.  

It is not God's desire.  


But we have to make a choice 



to let the Lord do the work.  

He can.  


Will you let him?
