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Big Eau Pleine Citizens Organization

The purpose of the Big Eau Pleine Citizens Organization is to preserve, protect, and improve the quality of the
Big Eau Pleine Reservoir, its watershed area, its surroundings, and to enhance the water quality, fishery,
boating safety, and aesthetic values, as a year round public recreational facility for today and for future
generations. With that in mind, we would like to show the Bepco membership what their membership dues have
accomplished. It is only through your participation that these goals were achieved.

BEPCO’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2008

o Bepco revived

Officers & Board of Directors formed
o Website Launched

O

o By-laws are written and approved

o BEPCO communicated to the local, state & national media drawing attention to the massive fish Kill
o Symposium - BEPCO rallied many organizations (DNR, WVIC, Marathon County, Media, and State &
Federal Officials) to begin to address massive fish kill

First BEPCO Annual Meeting & Picnic held at Big Eau Pleine County Park

BEPCO participated in the Marathon County Big Eau Pleine Task Force

Granted tax exempt 501(c)(3) status-all dues & donations tax deductible

Joined River Alliance of Wisconsin

Joined Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Joined Walleyes for Tomorrow

Communications with other state lake groups

Initiated the 2011 FERC/ WVIC’s License Review
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Aerator fundraising goal exceeded

Marathon County ATC (Environmental Impact Fund) matching funds approved
Installation & Upgrade work completed on Aerator

1st Newsletter (Bepco Bulletin) sent to individuals in the BEP watershed

“60% Solution” identified as a way to prevent future fish Kills

Membership nears 200

o BEPCO creates a Facebook page

o Series of informational articles on the 2011 FERC/ WVIC License Review were communicated to
members and media

o PowerPoint presentation completed on the 60% Solution to Prevent Future Fish Kills

o First Carp Bow Fishing Contest held

o Awarded a $3,000 grant from DNR to improve our communication to membership & record keeping
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First Annual Boat Parade
Upgraded the Oxbo Boat Landing with grant along with help and donated materials from members
A strategic plan was developed for 2012

Manure Digester Study started-tours in Clark County and Dane County

BEPCO members participated in water clarity testing on the BEP

BEPCO sponsored Wisconsin Bowfishing Assoc. tournament and provided breakfast
Life Jacket Day Loan Project launched & successful at Lisa’s Landing

Second Annual Boat Parade doubles in participation

Slow-No Wake signs put on all bridges on the BEP

BEPCO sponsored WDNR Boaters

Safety Course

BEPCO tours dam operations of the Big Eau Pleine

Updated BEPCO Brochure

Walleyes for Tomorrow fish hatchery

Updated Fisherman’s Cove Landing with a grant along with help and donated materials from members
Granite added to the Maryel Boat Landing

Meeting with Marathon County Conservation, Planning, & Zoning(CPZ), BEPCO & River Alliance to
discuss partnerships/collaboration

Attended Lake Wausau Assoc. Annual Meeting & Fundraiser

DNR River planning grant submitted

Science Committee formed for ongoing meetings Marathon County, DNR, UWSP Etc. to discuss
fisheries and lake management planning

3" Annual Boat Parade

AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) Signs placed at boat landings

Fenwood Creek Project where BEPCO continues to test the water for phosphorus levels

Bridge lights for Hwy S, Hwy O and Spindler’s Bridges

Application for grant to have UWSP study oxygen depletion in winter

Aerator operation meeting with DNR and WVIC and Marathon County

Met with DNR to discuss the fishery

Attended WI River Water Quality Improvement Symposium

Attended River Alliance Workshop

BEPCO purchased coasters and can coolers for members and area bars.

WI River Symposium

Lake Planning Grant submitted and was awarded a two $25,000 grants working towards a Lake
Management plan for the Big Eau Pleine

$2,500 Grant awarded to BEPCO for their website

Communication Committee formed to work on BEPCO’s website

President and Vice President attended WI River Gathering

Walleyes for Tomorrow Hatchery Project in year two of a five plan to stock Walleyes

BEPCO purchased a motor and pump for the aerator system

Manure Discharge in Marathon County



o BEPCO members attended a Farm tour of two area farms

o BEPCO’s website updated and revised
2015
o PayPal Account set up on our website for paying memberships
o Attended 5" Annual WI River Quality Improvement Symposium
o Lake Management Planning Kick-off at BEPCO’s February General Meeting
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