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1 Introduction
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DEEP BLUE OVERVIEW
Deep Blue is an exciting and innovative partnership between
Blue Water Baltimore (BWB), the Neighborhood Design Center
(NDC), the Baltimore City Department of Public Works (DPW),
and five neighborhoods throughout Baltimore City, including
Cherry Hill.
Deep Blue is a community-based approach to stormwater
planning, with the goal of identifying actionable projects
that both address current neighborhood priorities and help
improve the environment, and, in turn, community resiliency.
This new approach moves away from the traditional model of
installing isolated projects, often with little community input,
toward a comprehensive and community-based process.
It seeks to reduce planning fatigue through the design and
implementation of immediate and long-term projects by both
public and nonprofit partners. Throughout the process, BWB
will engage the community through education and greening
projects, to further strengthen the communities knowledge,
investment, and capacity to participate in the larger
restoration effort.
The Deep Blue Master Plan is a guide for future potential
projects on both public and private property, and serves
as a reference document for agencies, nonprofits, and the
community. Blue Water Baltimore will pursue private property
projects, working with community partners to apply for
grant funding for design and implementation. Baltimore City
Department of Public Works will pursue projects on public
land as part of its 2013-2018 federal MS4 (municipal separate
storm sewer system) permit, which requires improvements
within Baltimore City that reduce stormwater runoff.
Improvements by DPW are part of the Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) and are funded by the Stormwater Utility Fund
(stormwater fee). Projects listed may be subject to additional
reviews, feasibility studies, and community processes that
affect whether and when they are implemented.

Cherry Hill

Neighborhood
Goals

Environmental
Goals
Deep
Blue

Map proportionally scaled
Base and neighborhood boundaries via
Baltimore City Department of Planning

CHERRY HILL DEEP BLUE

5

NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE
Cherry Hill is located south of the Middle Branch of the
Patapsco River and between I-295 and South Hanover Street.
The core of the neighborhood exists north and east of the CSX
rail lines to the parks bordering the water’s edge. It is home
to just over 8,000 people out of a city population of 621,000
(2010 U.S. Census, Open Baltimore).
The area remained largely undeveloped until the mid-1800s,
and then hosted amusement parks and industrial uses. In
the 1940s the Housing Authority of Baltimore City (HABC)
chose it as the site of a new housing development for AfricanAmericans and as a solution to a City housing shortage. Its
isolated location was considered an advantage by white
communities that wished to avoid racial integration. The new
Cherry Hill community became the preferred site for continued
public and private housing developments for AfricanAmericans, including war veterans, eventually becoming one
of the largest concentrations of public housing on the East
Coast.

Baltimore City Cherry Hill - Bing Maps

Segregation and isolation of Cherry Hill from the rest of
Baltimore spurred development of in-neighborhood shopping,
entertainment, and recreational opportunities that catered to
African-Americans. As the civil rights movement succeeded
in integrating schools, restaurants, and movie theaters, the
need for separate facilities in Cherry Hill diminished, and the
economic rationales for those businesses to remain in Cherry
Hill also diminished.
Today, Cherry Hill remains an isolated “bedroom community”
in Baltimore that is nearly entirely black. Connected to Port
Covington and the rest of South Baltimore by Hanover Street,
the other major access point is an entry at the northwest
corner where Waterview Avenue connects to Annapolis Road
and I-295. A light rail stop near here is the public transit
anchor, but is several blocks away from most of the residential
streets.

Stormwater education project
Photo by Elise Bruner
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NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE
The top of Cherry Hill is home to the Town Center, a small
commercial strip mall owned by Catholic Charities and
occupied by an Enoch Pratt library branch, a liquor store, and
a discount general store, among others. This neighborhood
core also is host to many of the area’s churches and a small
healthcare facility. Within a few blocks in three directions are
four public school campuses: Arundel Elementary/Middle
School; Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School and the former/
future recreation center; and New Era Academy and Dr.
Carter G. Woodson Elementary/Middle School. Downhill from
the Town Center to the north are rental apartments. Across
Waterview Avenue is Middle Branch Park. Downhill to the
west are rental and owner-occupied townhouses and across
Hanover and Potee Street the Medstar Harbor Hospital
complex. Downhill to the south is public housing backing to
CSX tracks. And downhill to the west are industrial buildings
and the light rail station.
The primary community organization representing residents
is the Cherry Hill Development Corporation (CHDC). In recent
years, the CHDC has partnered and been part of numerous
planning initiatives noted throughout this report. The Cherry
Hill Development Corporation promotes new businesses in
the area, encourages decent and affordable housing, and
supports schools and other organizations that improve quality
of life in Cherry Hill.
The Comprehensive Demographic Profile of the Cherry Hill
Community, by The Institute for Urban Research at Morgan
State University, is a valuable and recent analysis of Cherry
Hill. With a history of being a community founded for AfricanAmericans, it is not surprisingly that residents today are
overwhelmingly black. Notably, the demographic profile
states that Cherry Hill is also significantly younger on average
than Baltimore City as a whole, and has a higher proportion
of female-led households compared to married or male-led
households.

Cherry Hill Town Center
634 Cherry Hill Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21225
Stormwater Reduction Concept 1
March 8, 2017

Crosswalk

Bus Stop

Top: Cherry Hill Town Center, Google StreetImpervious
View Surface Replaced
w/Native Landscaping
Bottom: Proposed Stormwater Reduction Concept for Cherry Hill Town Center
Bioretention Facility
Diagram by Blue Water Baltimore
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NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE
These statistics are perhaps correlated to such a large portion
of the housing stock in Cherry Hill being public housing.
According to census data, 86% of housing units in Cherry
Hill are renter occupied, far more than typical for Baltimore.
Additionally, 69% of persons are considered low or very low
income.

Neighborhood profile sources include Open Baltimore and “A Comprehensive
Demographic Profile of the Cherry Hill Community in Baltimore City” (2015),
by The Institute for Urban Research at Morgan State University
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NEIGHBORHOOD MAP
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NEIGHBORHOOD TOPOGRAPHY
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2

Deep Blue
Proposed Project List
for Cherry Hill
published August 1, 2017
last updated August 1, 2017
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SUMMARY
The Deep Blue process in Cherry Hill focused primarily
on coordinating with a variety of partners and prioritizing
projects identified in previous planning efforts, such as the
Cherry Hill Vision Plan created with the Neighborhood Design
Center in 2015, the INSPIRE process concluding in 2017,
the South Baltimore Master Gateway Plan, and the Cherry
Hill Master Plan developed in 2008. Stressing the Deep Blue
objective of planning tied closely with action the following
project highlights are either in progress or being submitted for
funding.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cherry Hill Homes Tree Planting, BWB, 2017-2018
Street Trees on Cherry Hill Road, Tree Baltimore, 2017
Addressing flooding at Spelman Ave, DPW, 2018+
Harbor Hospital Stormwater Management, BWB, 2018
Cherry Hill Town Center, BWB, TBD
Seamon Ave storm drain project, DPW, 2018
Cherry Hill MS4 BMPs 2017-2019

We have also heard the need for workforce development
for youth in the community and the need for ongoing
maintenance after projects have been installed. As a result,
Blue Water Baltimore, the Baltimore City Department of
Planning, and Cherry Hill leaders are currently discussing a
workforce development program for youth in the community.
These programs have the potential to be at least partially
funded by Casino Impact funds or by South Baltimore 7.

Neighborhood Design Center Volunteer, Photo by Laura Wheaton

Partners in Cherry Hill
• Catholic Charities·
• Cherry Hill Community Coalition
• Cherry Hill Development Corporation
• Cherry Hill Homes
• Cherry Hill Trust
• Enoch Pratt Library-Cherry Hill
• Harbor Hospital Green Team
• Department of Planning INSPIRE program
• New Era Academy
• The Choice Program
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CHERRY HILL PROJECT MAP
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DEEP BLUE PROJECT LIST
Tree Planting
Trees have significant positive impacts on the quality
of our air and water, whether planted along streets
and sidewalks, in residential yards, or in public green
spaces.
Street tree planting typically starts with an inventory of
the area to be planted in order to assess which trees
are dying or missing, which areas lack trees, and
which areas don’t have enough trees. Existing tree pits
are widened to current standards where possible to
give root systems room to grow without up-heaving the
sidewalk. New pits may be dug as well. New trees are
staked and watered during their first years to help them
grow big and strong.
Proposed Locations:
• Cherry Hill Road between Giles and Roundview
Road
• In front of Cherrydale Apartments - one side only
• Cherryland Road between Cherry Hill Road and
Roundview Road
• Round Road between Cherry Hill Road and Arundel
Elementary
• Cherrycrest Road between Cherryland Road and
Cherry Hill Road
• Seabury Road between Cherry Hill Road and
Cheraton Road
• Tree planting in the Cherry Hill Homes public
housing
Includes street and non-street tree planting by Deep
Blue partners and others. See implementation matrix
for more information.

Photo by the Center for Neighborhood Technology

Benefits
•
•
•
•
•
•

Add beauty
Shade houses, yards, and streets
Reduce utility fees
Reduce air pollution
Slow and absorb stormwater runoff
Provide oxygen!

Learn more about the value of trees:
www.urbanreleaf.org http://www.urbanreleaf.
org/get-educated/benefits-of-trees
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DEEP BLUE PROJECT LIST
Hardscape Removal
Hard surfaces like pavement, concrete, and roofs
prevent rainwater from soaking into the ground instead
creating huge amounts of polluted stormwater runoff
that flood our streets and contaminate our waterways.
Paved surfaces also create a heat island effect in
Baltimore, increasing temperatures and lowering air
quality.
Reducing pavement and replacing it with lawn,
conservation landscaping, and/or trees allows water to
more naturally filter into the ground instead of rushing to
the nearest waterway carrying pollution with it.
Proposed Locations:
• South side of Bethune Road near intersection of
Seagull Road (pending review)
• South of Sethlow Road (pending review)
• Cherry Hill Town Center
• Parking Lot at Cherry Hill School
Hardscape removal occurs in consultation with property
owners. See implementation matrix for more information.

After hardscape removal at Academy for College and Career
Exploration, photo courtesy of Blue Water Baltimore

Benefits

•
•
•
•

Removes cracked, broken, or unused
surfaces
Reduces stormwater runoff and flooding
Lowers temperatures
Improves air quality

Learn more about hardscape removal:
https://water.usgs.gov/edu/impervious.html
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DEEP BLUE PROJECT LIST
Conservation Landscaping
Conservation landscaping is simply landscaping with
plants that are native to this area, in order to mimic predevelopment plant communities. It improves pollinator
and wildlife habitat and adds community beauty. This
kind of landscaping also improves soil conditions and
can improve water infiltration. Once the landscape is
established, maintenance is cheaper than lawn care
and requires less chemicals, mowing and watering.
Proposed Projects:
• Waterfront at Harbor Hospital
See implementation matrix for more information.
Conservation landscaping
Photo by Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping Council

Benefits
•
•
•
•

Add beauty
Slow and absorb stormwater runoff
Less maintenance than grass
Less fertilizer and pesticides than grass

Learn more about conservation landscaping:
http://www.chesapeakeecologycenter.
org/?page_id=1015

CHERRY HILL DEEP BLUE
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DEEP BLUE PROJECT LIST
Stormwater BMPs
Most stormwater BMPs are planted areas designed to
collect stormwater runoff from adjacent, typically paved
areas and allow it to soak into the ground. Examples
of such practices include rain gardens, bioswales and
bioretention facilities. Proposed locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

South side of Cherryland Rd at west side of
intersection of Roundview Rd
South side of Cherryland Rd at east side of
intersection of Seagull Ave
North and south side of Round Rd at west side of
intersection of Bethune Rd
East side of Bethune Rd just south of Spelman Rd
NW corner of Round Rd and Seagull Ave
SE corner of Round Rd and Seagull Ave
2 on south side of Denham Cir S
At end of parking lot off Bethune Rd across from
intersection of Bunche Rd
SE corner of Cherryland Rd and Seagull Ave
South side of Cherryland Rd near intersection with
Reedbird Ave
West side of Roundview Rd north of Bunche Rd
North side of Round Rd just west of Bethune Rd
SW corner of Seagull Ave and Bethune Rd
East side of Seagull Ave just north of Round Rd
North side of Round Rd near eastern terminus
Slope near 2340 Seamon Avenue
9 sites around existing parking lots at Harbor
Hospital
Cherry Hill Town Center

The Seamon Avenue project, located on the slope near
2340 Seamon Avenue, consists of three components:
stabilization of the heavily eroded slope, replacing
the existing storm drain system, and installing a
Regenerative Step Pool to treat stormwater before
entering the culvert under Waterview Avenue.

DPW projects occur on Housing Authority of Baltimore
City (HABC) property. All DPW BMP projects are being
considered for construction pending 60% and 90%
design. BWB projects occur on private properties. See
implementation matrix for more information.

Left photo of stormwater bumpout in Canton by Laura Wheaton
Right photo of bio-retention by Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Benefits
•
•
•
•

Add beauty
Slow and absorb runoff
Less maintenance than grass
Reduces flooding and broken
underground pipes

Learn more about stormwater BMPs:
http://phillywatersheds.org/what_were_doing/green_infrastructure or https://www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/water/stormwater/practices.html

CHERRY HILL DEEP BLUE
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2020

2019

2018

2017

CHERRY HILL
IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE

Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Seamon Avenue near Waterview Avenue
Baltimore City Department of Public Works
Conservation Landscaping
Harbor Hospital
Blue Water Baltimore
BMPs & Conservation Landscaping
Harbor Hospital
Blue Water Baltimore
Tree Planting
Cherry Hill Homes
Blue Water Baltimore
Tree Planting
Cherry Hill Road
Tree Baltimore

Tree Planting
Round Road, Cherrycrest, Cherryland, and Seabury Ave
Tree Baltimore

Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Location varies, priority projects for current MS4 permit
Baltimore City Department of Public Works

Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Potential capital projects
Baltimore City Department of Public Works

Hardscape Removal
Location varies, contingent on further analysis
Baltimore City Department of Public Works

Hardscape Removal
Potential capital projects, contingent on further analysis
Baltimore City Department of Public Works

Conservation Landscaping, BMPs, and Hardscape Removal
Cherry Hill Town Center
Blue Water Baltimore
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3 Deep Blue Process
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Stormwater Problems

WHY STORMWATER
What is stormwater?
Generally speaking, stormwater is rain or other precipitation
that washes off driveways, parking lots, roads, rooftops, yards,
and other hard surfaces. Stormwater picks up pollution such
as trash, chemicals, bacteria, and sediment and washes them
into storm drains and waterways. This is called stormwater
runoff. Stormwater runoff is the fastest growing source of
pollution to the Chesapeake Bay.
How is stormwater “managed?”
Historically, stormwater management diverted rainwater into
pipes or open channels to keep it away from streets and
properties, and to prevent flooding. As paved areas in cities
increased, the amount of water that needed to be managed
rather than be absorbed into the ground increased. The
historic practices of stormwater management focused on
the quantity of water rather than improving its quality before
discharging into a body of water.
Today’s stormwater management efforts utilize new best
management practices (BMPs) that remove pollutants from
the water entering our storm drain systems, in addition to
reducing the amount of runoff. These practices include
neighborhood-level infrastructure and actions taken
on individual properties by homeowners and renters.
Projects proposed in this report would treat stormwater by
reintroducing natural filters such as trees and plants, and
proposed programming would engage communities in
activities that would reduce flooding, provide shade, and
clean neighborhoods, while keeping elements of city life
intact.

Stormwater Solutions

Many projects that address stormwater also provide other
important benefits, including safety, public health, and social
equity and environmental justice. Although such greening
efforts are by no means a “silver bullet,” they can serve as a
strong foundation for making our communities stronger and
more resilient.

Diagrams by Thomas Chalkley
Courtesy of Blue Water Baltimore
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PROCESS SUMMARY
Concept
The Deep Blue Initiative is a community-based planning
approach which uses green infrastructure as a tool for both
community revitalization and environmental restoration. Rather
than installing individual practices with the support of one
or two community leaders who are particularly interested
in greening practices, Deep Blue focuses on building
relationships with community members, including individuals,
organizations, businesses, and institutions such as churches
and schools, in order to better understand overall community
priorities. Through this process, the stakeholders can work
together to develop a comprehensive plan that identifies and
prioritizes projects that will best address community priorities
and reduce stormwater runoff.
Partners
Deep Blue is a two year program funded by the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation. Partners include Blue Water
Baltimore, Neighborhood Design Center, Baltimore City
Department of Public Works and Department of Planning,
as well as five Baltimore City neighborhoods: Greater
Highlandtown, Belair-Edison, Oliver, Greater Mondawmin,
and Cherry Hill. Neighborhoods were chosen based on need,
working relationships with other partners, community capacity,
designation as target neighborhoods in the Baltimore City
MS4 WIP, and location within the four major watersheds
throughout Baltimore City.
Strong partnerships are essential to the success of
Deep Blue. Previously, organizations and agencies often
approached community members separately, tackling one
project at a time, and working across the entire city. Deep
Blue aims to understand each community’s core challenges
and increase collaboration between all partners in order to
identify solutions and generate a comprehensive plan of
action that addresses both stormwater management and
community revitalization.

Stormwater BMP installation
Photo courtesy of Blue Water Baltimore
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Process
The Deep Blue process has three major phases: Outreach,
Visioning, and Assessment and Design. Three months of
outreach in each community allows for relationship building
and helps us to understand the strengths and opportunities
for each neighborhood. Visioning workshops and pop-up
surveys over the course of 3-6 months formally identify
and prioritize needs that are then assessed for feasibility.
The results are then put in a Deep Blue Master Plan that is
shared with the community and amended as needed. The
results in the master plan serve as the guiding document for
the community, DPW, and BWB over the next several years,
guiding next steps for applying for funding and implementing
projects on public and private property throughout the
community.

Volunteer tree planting
Photo by Elise Bruner
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NEIGHBORHOOD VISION
Cherry Hill Development Corporation has a vision for Cherry
Hill. Working with numerous agency, for-profit, and nonprofit partners, they had been pursuing planning, technical,
and implementation assistance for that vision before the
Deep Blue program began. The extensive planning that
was already complete facilitated an abbreviated community
engagement process that built upon that work rather than
replicating it needlessly. Therefore, the summary of the Cherry
Hill neighborhood vision in the Deep Blue master plan is a
summary of other planning works more than it is a description
of Deep Blue visioning results.
From 2014-2015, CHDC worked with the Institute for Urban
Research at Morgan State University (IUR) to create a
comprehensive demographic profile of the neighborhood,
including documentation of issues important to residents as
communicated via town hall meetings, surveys, and focus
groups. From the profile:
“Residents are rightfully concerned about gentrification
and existing and future plans made by Baltimore City
that have been developed with little input from the
residents and leaders of the community. There has been
a long history of public neglect in specific areas of Cherry
Hill and the residents articulated this in several of the data
sources. Issues involving transportation, recreation, public
housing maintenance and food deserts were all discussed
during focus groups and reflected in the surveys.
“The IUR closely examined the 2008 Cherry Hill
Community Master Plan developed by the Baltimore City
Department of Planning and concluded that it is the best
plan to date of the community, but remains “shelved”
and ignored... and that any future development in the
community adhere to the recommendations contained in
the plan.”

top: Cherry Hill Vision Plan kickoff meeting, photo by Brad Rogers
bottom: NDC volunteers meet with district planner Brent Flickinger
Photo by Laura Wheaton
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Community goals noted in the 2008 Master Plan by the
Department of Planning that are especially relevant to Deep
Blue work include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eliminate loitering in the Town Center
Upgrade, enhance, maintain, and promote parks,
recreation, and public open space
Create an ongoing sanitation, beautification, and
maintenance program for all of Cherry Hill
Improve safety and security at all transportation facilities
Recognize and celebrate the rich history of Cherry Hill
Promote the value of living in Cherry Hill
Decrease speeding in certain areas
Create apprenticeships and job opportunities for youth

In 2015 and 2016 the CHDC partnered with a volunteer
team from NDC to develop a vision plan for improving the
connections between the neighborhood and its schools
through the built environment. It was timed in anticipation
of the renovation of Arundel Elementary/Middle School
and Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle School through the 21st
Century Schools Plan by Baltimore City Schools.
The team consisted of Davin Hong, Brad Rogers, Katie
Sanders, Tyler Miller, Christine Hwang, and Carolina Acevedo,
working alongside a stakeholder focus group from the CHDC
board, Southern District Planner Brent Flickinger, and INSPIRE
planner Reni Lawal. According to CHDC consultant Michael
Middleton, the goal was “to create an architectural vision of
what a redeveloped Cherry Hill could look like, incorporating
the concerns, objectives, and priorities of the community.”

Cherry Hill Community visioning workshop
Photo by Elise Bruner
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Recommendations in alignment with Deep Blue priorities
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transform key streets to become neighborhood
greenways
Improve walkability with tree planting, sidewalk and
paving improvements, and improved crosswalks
Improve Cherry Hill Road streetscaping to help activate
the Town Center area
Improve waterfront parks to be better programmed and
designed for community use
Improve connection from neighborhood to the parks
Build intersection with crosswalk from Seamon Avenue to
Waterview Avenue
Update and improve Reedbird Park
Support Catholic Charities for facade improvements,
pavement removal, and landscaping for the Cherry Hill
town center
Leverage community voice to influence Harbor Hospital
expansion plans to benefit the community’s interests

In 2014, DPW initiated a planning study for Cherry Hill entitled
“Patapsco Avenue Drainage Investigation.” The purpose of
the study was to identify solutions to flooding on Spelman
Avenue, which is a low point and drains approximately 90
acres of the Cherry Hill neighborhood. The study discovered
most of the flooding problems were caused by water backing
up from a crushed storm drain line at West Patapsco Avenue.
DPW is working to replace and relocate the crushed storm
drain line as part of a capital investment project, estimated to
cost approximately $6 million. The project included a separate
feasibility study to identify 20 to 25 potential stormwater
improvement projects in Cherry Hill. These projects are
included on the Deep Blue Project List.

Flooding after rainstorm on July 28, 2016 on Spelman Road
Photo by Laura Wheaton

Additional relevant plans include the Middle Branch Master
Plan from 2007 (and since updated), the South Baltimore
Gateway Master Plan of 2015, and the Fisher’s Cove Market
Feasibility Study of 2015. An ongoing planning process
is INSPIRE (Investing in Neighborhoods and Schools to
Promote Improvement, Revitalization, and Excellence) by the
Department of Planning, which focuses on the quarter-mile
area around each intended new school.
Again, based on the extensive planning work already
complete at the time of Deep Blue involvement, program
participants determined a reduced planning process was
preferred to avoid “planning fatigue” in the community.
Therefore, a list of recommendations from other plans was
incorporated in a survey. The survey was conducted by
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DEEP BLUE SURVEY RESULTS
Item								

Support

Priority

Seamon Ave made more walkable.					53%			15%
Veronica Ave made more walkable.					33%			10%
The Cherry Hill town center made more walkable.			

58%			

23%

Greening and beautification around Arundel				60%			15%
Greening and beautification around Cherry Hill/Friendship		

60%			

23%

Greening and beautification around New Era				

58%			

10%

Greening and beautification around Cherry Hill Light Rail		

65%			

20%

An accessible community space in Middle Branch Park			

65%			

8%

A walkable crossing into Middle Branch Park 				

63%			

10%

Greening and beautification at Reedbird Park				

53%			

10%

Stormwater improvements around Spelman Ave			65%			28%
Elise Bruner (BWB) and Laura Wheaton (NDC) over three
non-consecutive days in different locations in the Cherry Hill
neighborhood. Forty participants solicited from passers-by
were offered a small treat (popsicle, Halloween candy) in
exchange for their participation. Participants were asked to
indicate which of the community recommendations were “very
important to them” with no limit on quantity and then to pick
two that were most important to them.
Stormwater improvements near Spelman Ave were most
supported and most likely to be prioritized by residents.
The frequent flooding of Spelman Ave, even occurring on

one of the surveying days, is a probable rationale for these
sentiments. Secondly, investment near the Town Center,
elementary schools, and light rail was highly supported.
These results, along with recommendations from other plans,
were used to develop a potential Deep Blue project list for
BWB. DPW was already pursuing feasibility studies for several
of the Best Management Practices in the southern portion of
the neighborhood. This focus is supported by the data.
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4

Resources
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HOW TO BE INVOLVED
Earn Stormwater Credits
Participants in approved environmental volunteer events such
as tree plantings and trash cleanups can earn credits on their
stormwater fee, or give these credits to others. According to
anticipated regulations (by fall 2017), by participating in a 4
hour event, participants can earn a $10 credit toward their
stormwater fee (appears on water bill). They can also give
these credits to neighbors, such as an elderly resident. A
maximum of $30 can be applied in one year. Residents may
also qualify for a hardship exemption.

Help On Your Own
It takes all of us to restore our communities and environment.
Even small changes at your home can make a difference.
These include:

Go to publicworks.baltimorecity.gov/stormwater or call 410396-5398 for more information.

•

Get Involved with Blue Water Baltimore
Blue Water Baltimore has many ways that community
members can actively participate in this important effort in
their own and other city neighborhoods. Volunteer activities
include the following:

Blue Water Baltimore can teach you how to install these
helpful practices. They offer rain barrel workshops, tree
giveaways, and operate the Herring Run Nursery which
specializes in native plants.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Plant a new tree in your yard
Replace part of your lawn with native plants
Disconnect your downspout so rainwater empties onto
your yard rather than going down the drain; better yet,
Connect your downspout to a rain barrel and use it to
water plants between rains; or,
Add a rain garden to filter stormwater runoff from your
roof, driveway, patio, or yard

Tree planting
Trash cleanups
Storm drain stenciling / painting (great for kids!)
Vacant lot cleanups and restoration

Youth can earn service learning hours by participating in
these and other volunteer events. Blue Water Baltimore
organizes a paid YouthWorks team that maintains trees
throughout the city during the summer.
Interested in learning more? Go to www.bluewaterbaltimore.
org or call 410-254-1577 and ask for the Community
Organizer for more information.

Diagram by Thomas Chalkley
Courtesy of Blue Water Baltimore
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OTHER AREA PLANS

CONTACTS

Arundel Elementary + Cherry Hill Elementary/Middle
Schools INSPIRE Plan (2017)
http://planning.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Arundel%20
%2B%20Cherry%20Hill%20Plan_FINAL_0.pdf

Baltimore City Council
District 10 Elected Representative: Edward Reisinger
100 Holliday Street, Suite 500, Baltimore, MD 21202
410-396-4822
Edward.Reisinger@baltimorecity.gov

South Baltimore Gateway Master Plan (2015)
http://www.southbaltimoregatewaymasterplan.com/
The Comprehensive Demographic Profile of the Cherry Hill
Community (2015)
http://www.morgan.edu/Documents/ADMINISTRATION/
CENTERS/IUR/Cherry%20Hill%20Report%20Final.pdf
Cherry Hill Community Master Plan (2008)
http://archive.baltimorecity.gov/Portals/0/agencies/planning/
public%20downloads/071008_Cherry_Hill_Master_Plan.pdf
Middle Branch Master Plan (2007)
http://planning.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Middle%20
Branch%20Master%20Plan.pdf

Community Organizations
Cherry Hill Community Coalition
Michael Middleton
Meets 1st Thursday of the month, 5:30 pm at
Cherry Hill Town Center
Non-profit Organizations
Blue Water Baltimore
2631 Sisson Street, Baltimore, MD 21211
410-254-1577
www.bluewaterbaltimore.org
Neighborhood Design Center
120 West North Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21201
410-233-9686
www.ndc-md.org
Baltimore City Agencies
Department of Public Works (DPW)
http://publicworks.baltimorecity.gov
Department of Recreation & Parks
http://bcrp.baltimorecity.gov
Department of Planning
District Planner: Brent Flickinger
http://planning.baltimorecity.gov
Department of Transportation
http://transportation.baltimorecity.gov
Department of Recreation and Parks
http://bcrp.baltimorecity.gov
Department of Housing
www.baltimorehousing.org
Office of Sustainability
www.baltimoresustainability.org
Tree Baltimore
www.treebaltimore.org
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Absorption – The act or process in which one thing gradually takes in or
soaks up a liquid or another substance.
Biodiversity – The variation of life in the world or in a specific habitat or ecosystem.
Cistern – A tank used for storing rainwater. It can be placed above or below
ground.
Compact Soil – Dense soil; usually caused by pressure that displaces air and
liquids from the pores between soil grains.

Rain Barrel – A rainwater harvesting tool that catches rooftop runoff via a
downspout.
Rain Garden – Vegetated or landscaped depressions designed with an
engineered soil layer that promotes infiltration of stormwater runoff into the
underlying soil.
Storm Drain Art - Storm drains are an entryway to our waters. Painting the
outside of storm drains reminds people that when it rains, trash and pollutants
on our streets are carried into the storm drains and directly to our streams.

Downspout Disconnect - Downspouts are designed to convey water away
from buildings to prevent water damage. Many downspouts are connected
to a standpipe, which directs rainwater into stormdrains and streams. When
a downspout is disconnected from the standpipe, the downspout is cut and
an additional piece of pipe is attached to carry the water a safe distance from
the house where it can seep into the ground. The downspout and gutters
remain in place. The only difference is at the base.

Stormwater – Any water that originates from a precipitation event.

Green Infrastructure – Practices designed and constructed to manage
stormwater runoff; controls stormwater by absorbing it before it enters sewer
systems or local water bodies.

Stormwater Retention – Continued holding of stormwater without releasing it
into the sewer system.

Green Roof – A vegetative layer on a roof that grows in specially designed soil
to capture stormwater that falls on the roof.
Impermeable Surface – A surface, or an area, into which stormwater cannot
be absorbed.
Impervious – Not capable of being penetrated by stormwater.
Infiltration – The process by which stormwater gradually passes into soil or
other porous media.
Outreach – The activity of providing service or information to people who
might otherwise not receive or have access to the service or information.
Permeable Pavement – Paving materials and techniques that allow stormwater to seep into spaces in or between the paving materials and
be absorbed into the ground. They allow the movement of water and air
around the paving material.

Stormwater Detention – The act of holding back stormwater for a period of
time before it is released into the sewer system.
Stormwater Management – Techniques aimed to mitigate the negative consequences caused by stormwater.

Stormwater Runoff – Water from precipitation that lands on rooftops, parking
lots, streets, sidewalks, and other impervious surfaces, and runs into sewer
systems or local water bodies such as flooding, erosion, and pollution.
Urban Heat Island Effect – The phenomenon in which urban areas are warmer
than other areas due to the presence of dark surfaces and asphalt pavement
in cities that absorb light and radiation.
Wastewater – The used water and solids from a community that flow to a
treatment plant.
Water Quality – The biological, chemical, and physical conditions of a body of
water; a measure of a waterway’s ability to support
beneficial uses.
Watershed – The land that drains, or sheds, water to a particular stream, river,
lake, or reservoir. It is a land feature that can be identified by tracing a line
along the highest elevations between two areas, often a ridge.

Pollutants – Harmful substances such as oils, chemicals, sediments, and
trash that can contaminate or dirty water, air, and land.
Precipitation – Water that is released from the atmosphere, such as rain, sleet,
or snow.

Terminology and definitions adapted from the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection: www.nyc.gov/dep

Public Health – The methods and sciences of preventing disease, prolonging
life, and promoting health and well-being in society.
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Cherry Hill Deep Blue Plan Implementation Matrix
Project

Location

Site Owner- Implementing Partnering Orship
Organization
ganization

Tree Planting

Cherry Hill Rd between Giles
and Roundview Rd

Public Right of
Way

Tree Baltimore

Department of
Planning

2017

Participate in the INSPIRE process
& CHDC meetings for updates.

Tree Planting

In front of Cherrydale Apartments

Public Right of
Way

Tree Baltimore

Department of
Planning

2018

Participate in the INSPIRE process
& CHDC meetings for updates.

Tree Planting

Cherryland Rd between Cherry Hill Rd and Roundview Rd

Public Right of
Way

Tree Baltimore

Department of
Planning

2018

Participate in the INSPIRE process
& CHDC meetings for updates.

Tree Planting

Round Rd between Cherry Hill Public Right of
Rd and Arundel Elementary
Way

Tree Baltimore

Department of
Planning

2018

Participate in the INSPIRE process
& CHDC meetings for updates.

Tree Planting

Cherrycrest Rd between Cher- Public Right of
ryland Rd and Cherry Hill Rd
Way

Tree Baltimore

Department of
Planning

2018

Participate in the INSPIRE process
& CHDC meetings for updates.

Tree Planting

Seabury Rd between Cherry
Hill Rd and Cheraton Rd

Public Right of
Way

Tree Baltimore

Department of
Planning

2018

Participate in the INSPIRE process
& CHDC meetings for updates.

Tree Planting

Cherry Hill Homes

Baltimore
Housing

BWB

Baltimore Housing

2017-2018

Participate in the INSPIRE process,
CHDC meetings, & CH Homes
Tenant Council for BWB updates.

Hardscape
Removal

Reedbird Avenue

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing Contingency Project Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
updates.

Hardscape
Removal

South side of Bethune Rd near
Seagull Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing Contingency Project Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
updates.

Hardscape
Removal

South of Sethlow Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing Contingency Project Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
updates.

Conservation
Landscaping

Harbor Hospital

Harbor Hospital

BWB

Multiple Strat- Cherry Hill Town Center
egies

Catholic
Charities

BWB

Stormwater
“BMP”

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

South side of Cherryland Rd
at west side of intersection of
Roundview Rd

Timeline

Harbor Hospital

How to Stay Involved

Harbor Hospital Green Team &
attend CHDC meetings for BWB
updates.
2018+

Attend CHDC meetings for BWB
updates.

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.
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Cherry Hill Deep Blue Plan Implementation Matrix
Site Owner- Implementing Partnering Orship
Organization
ganization

Project

Location

Timeline

How to Stay Involved

Stormwater
BMP

South side of Cherryland Rd
at east side of intersection of
Seagull Ave

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

North and south side of Round
Rd at west side of intersection
of Bethune Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

East side of Bethune Rd just
south of Spelman Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

NW corner of Round Rd and
Seagull Ave

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

SE corner of Round Rd and
Seagull Ave

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

2 on south side of Denham
Cir S

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

At end of parking lot off
Bethune Rd across from intersection of Bunche Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

SE corner of Cherryland Rd
and Seagull Ave

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

South side of Cherryland Rd
near intersection with Reedbird Ave

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

West side of Roundview Rd
north of Bunche Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

North side of Round Rd just
west of Bethune Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

SW corner of Seagull Ave and
Bethune Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

East side of Seagull Ave just
north of Round Rd

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Stormwater
BMP

North side of Round Rd near
eastern terminus

Baltimore
Housing

DPW

Baltimore Housing 2018-2019 if for cur- Attend CHDC meetings for DPW
rent MS4 permit updates.

Organization Key: BCDPW- Baltimore City Department of Public Works | BWB- Blue Water Baltimore | CHDC- Cherry Hill
Development Corporation | BMP- Best Management Practice (stormwater infrastructure of some type, often a rain garden)
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