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French Experience Presents:

PARIS, BRUGES & AMSTERDAM
2015 Departure Dates: Mar 12 to 19, Mar 19 to Mar 26, Nov 5 to Nov 12, Nov 12 to Nov 19
8 Days, 6 Nights Accommodations, Sightseeing, Meals and Airfare from New York

Welcome to Paris, the cosmopolitan capital of France and one of the most exciting cities in all of Europe. Located on
the River Seine, Paris has the reputation of being the most beautiful and romantic of all cities, brimming with historical
treasures and remaining vastly influential in the realms of culture, art, fashion, food and design. Dubbed the City of
Light and the Capital of Fashion, it is home to the world's finest and most luxurious fashion designers and cosmetics.
Experience its numerous iconic landmarks, such as the Eiffel Tower and the Arc de Triomphe, making it the most
popular tourist destination in the world. Travel to Belgium, and stay in Bruges, also known as the "Venice of the
North" due to its numerous canals that cross through and circle around the town, and can be visited by boat. Then
visit Amsterdam to sample the city’s network of canals and quaint suburbs, such as Haarlem and Marken Island. Join
us on this UNESCO-filled group tour featuring some of the most famous European cities.
Included Features:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Round trip airfare from New York, JFK; Fuel surcharges and airport taxes are included (valid at present time)
Airport transfers with English-speaking assistant
Baggage handling at the airport for your arrival and departure (based on one bag per person)
Deluxe air-conditioned motor coach transportation for all transfers, tours and guided excursions
First class hotel accommodations for six nights, staying at Marriott Rive Gauche in Paris (three nights), Hotel Novotel in Bruges (one night) and Mercure Hotel Arthur Frommer in
Amsterdam (two nights) or similar, including hotel tax and service charges
Porterage at the hotels (based on one bag per person)
Daily breakfast at the hotels, lunch cruise in Paris and one farewell dinner in Amsterdam with drinks (water, ¼ bottle of wine per person, coffee)
Services of a professional tour guide throughout the program
Full-day tour of Paris with English-speaking guide
Guided walking tour of Bruges
Full-day guided tour of Haarlem and Marken Island
Half-day morning guided walking tour of Amsterdam
Sightseeing cruise on the canals in Amsterdam
Complimentary spaces based on all group departures.
Full marketing package including PDF brochures and flyers
All VAT and local tax
Pricing: Call for Group Tour Pricing. Fuel surcharges and air taxes are valid at the time of printing, but are subject to change. Other gateways are available at an additional cost.

ITINERARY
Day 1 – U.S.: Overnight flight from the US to Paris, France
Day 2 – Paris: Arrive in Paris in the morning; meet tour bus after customs and transfer to the hotel. Check into hotel and
rest of the day at leisure to visit on your own. Overnight in Paris
Day 3 – Panoramic Paris and Lunch Cruise (B, L): After breakfast, depart for a half-day tour of the magnificent city of
Paris. Enjoy a sightseeing tour of the city’s classic landmarks: the Champs Elysées, Arc de Triomphe, Eiffel Tower, Les
Invalides and and its many grand avenues. Then, we will have a wonderful lunch cruise aboard a glass boat on the
Seine River with panoramic city views. You can either enjoy your afternoon at leisure to visit the Eiffel Tower (tickets not
included) or rejoin your guide and coach for a visit to the Montmartre District and the Sacre Coeur Basilica. Overnight in
Paris.
Day 4 - Paris /Versailles & Chartres (optional tour) (B): After breakfast, enjoy the day at leisure to explore the many
charms of Paris on your own, or you may instead choose to take a full-day optional tour to Versailles & Chartres. The
Court of Versailles was the center of political power in France from 1682, when Louis XIV moved from Paris, until the
royal family was forced to return to the capital in October 1789, after the beginning of the French Revolution. Versailles
is, therefore, famous not only as an opulent royal dwelling, but as a symbol of the system of absolute monarchy of the
Ancien Régime and its eventual downfall. The Palace at Versailles is unrivalled, in perhaps the world, by the level of
artistry on display in the appointments of its many salons and rooms. The attention to detail and opulence are truly
astounding and a must-see. Continuing on, you will discover The Cathedral of Chartres. Partially built starting in 1145,
and then reconstructed over a 26-year period after the fire of 1194, the Chartres Cathedral marks the high point of
French Gothic art. Marvel at this masterpiece with its vast nave, in pure ogival style; the porches, adorned with fine
sculptures from the middle of the 12th century; the magnificent 12th-and-13th-century stained-glass windows, and the
very mysterious labyrinth, built circa 1200, laid into the floor, all in remarkable condition. Return to the hotel and evening
on your own.
Day 5 – Bruges (B): Breakfast at the hotel. Early departure to Bruges, Belgium, one of Western Europe’s most perfectly
preserved medieval cities. Bruges is a city in the Flemish region of Belgium. The most visited city in Belgium, also
known as the "Venice of the North" due to its numerous canals that cross through and circle around the town, can be
visited by boat. The town flourished in the Middle Ages, achieving the status of city around 1128. Bruges has maintained
the splendor of its medieval architectural heritage, and its center, is classified a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. It is
known for its Gothic brick buildings and for being the birthplace of primitive Flemish art. Lunch on your own and rest of
the day at leisure. Overnight in Bruges.
Day 6 – Haarlem & Marken Island (B): Breakfast at the hotel. Early departure for Haarlem to visit the city in the
morning. Although Haarlem was granted city status in 1245, the first city walls were not built until 1270. It is the capital of
the province of North Holland and is situated at the northern edge of the Randstad, one of the most populated
metropolitan areas in Europe. Enjoy a walking tour with your guide and lunch in Haarlem on your own. In the afternoon,
departure with your guide for Marken Island, a picturesque fishing village well known for its characteristic wooden
th
houses. For some time, during the late-19 -and-early 20th centuries, Marken and its inhabitants were the focus of
considerable attention by folklorists, ethnographers and physical anthropologists, who regarded the small fishing town as
a relic of the traditional native culture that was destined to disappear, as the modernization of the Netherlands gained
pace. Transfer to the hotel in Amsterdam and check in. Overnight in Amsterdam
Day 7 – Amsterdam (B, D): Breakfast at the hotel. This morning, enjoy a walking tour of Amsterdam. Amsterdam is the
capital city and the most populous within the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Originating as a small fishing village in the
late-12th century, Amsterdam became one of the most important ports in the world during the Dutch Golden Age, a result
of its innovative developments in trade. During that time, the city was the leading center for finance and diamonds. In the
19th and 20th centuries, the city expanded, and many new neighborhoods and suburbs were planned and built. The
17th-century canals of Amsterdam and the 19–20th century Defence Line of Amsterdam are on the UNESCO World
Heritage List. Before lunch, relax on the sightseeing cruise on the canals of Amsterdam. Lunch on your own and rest of
the day at leisure to stroll the Amsterdam streets or maybe visit the Rijksmuseum. Tonight, enjoy the farewell dinner in a
local restaurant of Amsterdam to end this beautiful trip. Overnight in Amsterdam.
Day 8- Return to U.S. (B): After breakfast at the hotel, transfer to airport for your flight back home.
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