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Vacation Bible School 2024 – SCUBA 
 
Reminding you this year’s fun-filled theme, Scuba, will be held 
July 14-18, Sunday through Thursday from 6:00-8:30 pm each 
evening.   
 
Join the VBS team on Friday, April 5th in the Fellowship Hall for 
a fun time making decorations for this summer’s VBS, SCUBA! 

 
At this time, we need a station leader for Deep Bible Adventures and crew helpers.  The signup 
sheet for adult and teen volunteers is in the church lobby. Please contact Roberta if you have any 
questions. Preregistration will begin early in June. 
 
The overall scripture deals with friendship which is Scuba’s goal of “diving into  
friendship with God.”   
  “….I have called you friends, for everything  
  that I learned from my Father I have made 
  known to you.”  John 15:15 
 

Please continue to save the following items and place them 
 in the designated bin in the lobby: 

  -cardboard tubes from toilet paper, paper towels, and wrapping paper 
  -packing peanuts 
  -Loofah sponges 
  -styrofoam balls – all sizes 
  -coffee filters 
  -tissue paper 
  -any size of plastic water bottles 
  -cardboard egg cartons 
 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 11, at 6:00 pm in Jonah’s Cove.  
Our first decorating bee will be Friday, April 5, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.   
 
We have lots of fun, decorations to create, helping Scuba to be one of the  
best VBS programs ever! 
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2024 Theme 
LIFT UP THE WORD - LIGHT UP THE 
WORLD 
For you are my lamp, O Lord, and my 
God lightens my darkness. For by 
You I can run against a troop, and by 
my God I can leap over a wall. This 
God—his way is perfect; the word of 
the Lord proves true; He is a shield 
for all those who take refuge in Him. 
2 Samuel 22:29-31 
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Lutheran World Service by Walthagaye Leavitt 

LWS or Lutheran World Service is an international, non-governmental organization that 
focuses on sustainable development projects, disaster relief and recovery projects. It was 
founded in 1945 to collect and send aid to people living in post-world war II Europe. Today, 
LWR helps communities living in extreme poverty, adapt to the challenges that threaten their 
livelihoods and well-being and responds to emergencies  with a long-term view. 
 In 2023, LWR collected 551,700 quilts and kits (health or school kits) from people around 
the United States and sent them on to 14 counties in need. Carson City Lutheran church made 
263 of those. 
 The Carson City Lutheran church usually meets on the last Friday of the month and puts 
quilts together. One is able to attend for as long or as little as wanted to put them together. 
They are then tied and sewn. There are jobs for anyone whether you can sew or not. One can 
stand or sit to tie. Or just come and join in the fellowship. 
 Donations of time or material are always welcome. We use sheets for backings, but they 
must be cotton. So, as you garage sale this year, we take fabric, batting, sheets, blankets, 
mattress pads, heavy crochet thread, or sewing supplies. 

For any questions, call WalthaGaye  or better yet- just stop in at the Lutheran Church and 
see what we do. 

 

 

 
IM 3rd meal by WalthaGaye Leavitt 
 Food Insecure children are on the rise and more schools are partnering with IM 3rd 
meal to help their children. On a daily basis, almost 900 bag lunches are made. They are 
always in need of snack materials like raisins, cereals, nuts, dried fruits, or pretzels. Money 
can be used. They buy from Feeding America where they can buy more food for little 
money.  
 Volunteers are always needed to do an assortment of jobs. One can sit or stand for 
most of the jobs. Once again, come see what is happening or come n donate a couple of 
hours on a weekday or night to put  a meal together for the children of Ionia and 
Montcalm County. 

Volunteering is the best drug for loneliness, depression, and prevention of other 
ailments. 

If interested, call WalthaGaye with questions. (989-640-0238) There will be a fund 
raiser of food trucks on April 29 in their parking lot from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. 
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Ad Board/Finance meeting – February 28, 2024 

 

-Meeting was called to order by Phil Krantz at 6:32 pm 

-Attendees: Pastor Ian McDonald. Linda Hofbauer, Diane Hoard, Deb White, Phil & Katie Krantz,  

Bob Conley, Ed & Fran Osborn. Cheri Traverse, Aaron Esch, Deb Burt, Robin Shepler, and 

Roberta Kile. 

-Pastor Ian opened with Prayer 

-Finance Report Was given by Robin Shepler 

Checking Account $1,593.87 

Identify Giving $8,106.10 

Emergency Fund $6,459.38 

-It was stated that the conference sent a check for $ 5,000.00. This is being used to help pay 

the pastor’s wages. 

-There are still several outstanding bills to be paid.  Estimation of $ 2,500.00 and up. 

-Trustee Report – Pastor Ian (from Josh Seversen ) 

-The new kitchen door has finally arrived.  The quote was $ 500.00. 

-The motion was made by Ed Osborn to accept the quote. Seconded by Katie Krantz.  Carried. 

-The door will be installed as soon as the weather permits.  It was also noted that the flooring 

may need -to be cut due to the shifting of the frame.  We want the door to fit snugly to prevent 

further heat loss. 

-Children Report – Roberta Kile 

-Report was given that the children will be singing at the combined service being held United 

Methodist Church in Maple Rapids. 

-There is a great concern for the older children in our church to get greater knowledge of God’s 

Word.   

-Heather Kile stepped up and stated she will be leading this group at 10:00. 

-Next VBS meeting is March 11, 2024 in Jonah’s  Cove .  

-There is also a decorating Bee scheduled for Friday April 5, 2024 from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

-Outreach: 

No report was given at this time as the Person is out  of state at this time 

-Old Business: 

None  
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Ad Board/Finance mtg cont’d: 

 

-New Business:  

Aaron Esch is putting together a committee to get ideas for fund 

raising for the church.  Please pray about joining  the team and 

getting some great ideas! 

Being explored is advertising the hall and the sanctuary for a 

wedding venue.  Aaron is looking for photos of weddings that 

were officiated at the church.  He wants to create a video for 

advertising.  If you have any photos please send the photos Aaron Esch at 

aaron@barngeek.com. 

Discussion was about making price changes for rentals, Use and not use of the kitchen, and the 

licensing that is required for the kitchen. 

The trees around the church are in need of trimming, they are hitting the building and getting 

close to the foundation.  I was mentioned that if the foundation is in jeopardy that the trees 

should be removed.  If you have any questions in regard to this please contact Ed Osborn. 

New parts for the vacuums were needed and the parts were ordered.  

It was brought up the perhaps that the organ be but up for sale to a church that may need it.  If 

you have any thoughts about this please bring it up to a board member. 

You may have noticed the weekly bulletins are a little bigger with easier to read printing.  By 

changing the format, the bulletins will all be the same for both churches and easier to put 

together. 

It was also brought up that there are many services coming up for Easter.  So, keep pastor in 

your prayers and Linda too.  

It was brought to the attention of all that there is Sunday evening Soup and bread at the Maple 

Rapids Church.  We should all show support and attend. 

Phil Krantz’s availability may be limited between May and October due to employment 

responsibilities.   

-Motion was made to close the meeting by Aaron Esch and seconded by Ed Osborn.   

Carried at 7:28 pm. 

-Pastor Ian closed with prayer. 

-Respectfully submitted by Deb Burt (due to WalthaGaye being out of town) 

-Please remember everyone is invited to these meetings.  If you have anything you would like to 

bring up for discussion let the board know so it can get on the agenda.   

 
 

mailto:aaron@barngeek.com


 

pg. 13 
 
 

 
 

Schedule subject to change – contact office @ 989-584-3797 for more information. 

Our calendar is also available via our website www.carsoncityumc.com 

  

http://www.carsoncityumc.com/
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Carson City United Methodist Church 

   Phone: 989-584-3797    

Email: carsoncityumc@gmail.com 

Website: carsoncityumc.com 

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am-Noon 

After hours by appointment 

Pastor: Ian McDonald (906) 322-5318 

Administrative Assistant: Bonnie Seaman (989) 763-1674 

Church Council Chair - Phil Krantz 616-734-2341 
SPRC Chair - Ed Osborne 989-640-3039 

Finance Chair – Aaron Esch 989-235-1200 
Board of Trustees Chair – Joshua Severson 815-878-8925 

Children’s Ministry – Roberta Kile 616-255-1275 
Audio/Video – Pat Monroe 989-285-4134 

 

 

 

 

Join Us Each Sunday 
Worship Services 

Carson City UMC: 10:30 am 
Maple Rapids UMC: 9:00 am 

 
 

(Masks are optional) 

Website: http://www.carsoncityumc.com 

 
 

Weekly Sunday Bulletin are available on our website 
at www.carsoncityumc.com 

 

http://www.carsoncityumc.com/

