I sometimes wonder 


if I would have responded better to my mother 


if I had any idea the trials I caused her in childbirth.  

If as a teenager, 


I saw even just her face 


and heard the effort my mother went through to birth me, 



would my attitude have instantly snapped back to gratefulness.  

Lisa and I have some photos from the birth process for both of our girls, 


but no audio tracks, 



which is why our speakers have not been blown out.  

We will usually watch the slideshow 


as one of the last things before bed on their birthday.  

It is a good reminder of how precious they are 


and how hard Lisa worked to bring them 


and their ginormous heads into the world.  

So far, 


they have only made the connection that mommy is crying.  

They haven't made the connection who is causing the pain yet.

Paul is not as subtle with the Galatians.  


He is spelling it out for them.  

They are regressing 


and he feels like he is going through the whole birth process again.  

By the time Lisa and I had our second child, 


we both concurred that they are treasures, 


that they were worth it, 



but if we wanted more, 




we should have started at a younger age. 

Going through the process of birth was enough the first time.  


We were tapping out.  

Paul is facing the possibility of having to go through the birth process again, 


because what caused the Galatians to have new life 



is being walked away from.  


The life of Christ, 


the freedom of Christ, 


their leaving idols behind and worshipping the one true God



is being dropped.

I shared glimpses into one of the most personal moments in our life, 


because Paul has shifted to the personal appeal.  

Earlier, 


the appeals were mainly theological, 



appealing to the head.  

In our passage, 


he shifts to a personal argument, 



appealing to the heart.  

Paul's rehearsing of meeting 


reminds them of why they took Paul in the first time.  

It was not for his looks, 


demeanor, 


or presentation.  

Instead, 


it was out of compassion for the broken.  

Paul was on death's door.  


Possibly suffering from malaria 



and had traveled to the higher elevated land of Galatia to recover.  

He was in no condition to impress.  

They had heard the gospel 


by caring for Paul while he was in hospice care.  

They had accepted it 

and lived into it


based not on Paul's delivery, 



but because the Spirit of God was working in their hearts 




to open them to the truth.  

They now find themselves won over by the stature 


and presentation of the Jewish Christians.  



The history, 



the rituals, 



the promises of a land flowing with milk and honey.  

This is where the irony of what Paul has been hinting at 


as he has talked about the law 



as being a mediator, 



a underage heir, 



a slave comes fully into view.  

If you are going to following the law, 


you are giving up everything the law was pointing to.  

As todays Jewish people will tell you, 


they are waiting for the Messiah, 



so that everything can be put right.  

That is the whole purpose of the law.  


To remind you of what will happen when the Messiah comes.  

In verse 10, 


when Paul says, 



“You are observing special days 



and months and seasons and years!”  

j
He is reminding them that this observation of the Sabbath with days, 


the new moon with months, 


the seasons of feasts like passover, 



unleavened bread, 



first fruits 



and pentecost, 


and the years of jubilee when all debts are forgiven, 



all pointed to when the Messiah would come.  

Which need to happen, 


unless one things has happened, 



the Messiah has come.

That is the whole point of being a Christian movement.  


'Christ' is just the Greek term 


for Hebrew word 'Messiah'.  

The Messiah, 

the Christ has come.  


We can celebrate his coming, 



but we don't need to keep the pieces in place 




that anticipate his coming.  

Since we already talked about my children's birth, 


it would be like Lisa and I had a baby shower every year 



on the same day that we had it the first time.  


Every year, 



we would get a bunch of diapers, 



some bottles and pacifiers, 



swaddling cloths, 



strollers 



and a bunch of stories of everyones labor experience.  

That would be silly, 


as we are still finding things from their birth that we need to give away.  

That is not to say we stopped having celebrations.  
Since they are now born 


and thankfully well past diapers, 



we have birthdays.  

We are no longer in the season of anticipation, 


we are in the season of living it out.  

Eva this week, 


gave me a written list of 8 things she wants to do for her birthday party 



in October.  

If you need a party planner, 


check in with her, 



it was a good list.

This is why Paul is pulling out every stop 


to help the Galatians see what they are doing.  

If they take on the habits and customs of the Jewish Christians, 


they are stepping back 


and adopting all kinds of practices that say, 



“when Christ comes.”  

One of the best sayings I have heard is, 


“Practice doesn't make perfect, 


practice makes permanent.”  

If we load ourselves down with all of these observances, 


feasts, 


and holidays that look for the Messiah to come, 

it is not long before the fact that Jesus has come, 


has set us free, 



is quickly forgotten.

In our call to worship, 


we highlighted the Israelites complaining 



that God took them to the desert to die 



and they were better off in slavery in Egypt, 


because Paul had those stories in mind 



as he wrote this section.  

Here the Israelites were, 


wandering in the desert, 



under God's provision, 



being taken care of.  

But they kept on rehearsing how much better it was under the old ways.  


They were not wandering into the wonder of their new phase of life.  
This is temptation in every phase of life.  


We hear the girls wish they could be grown ups all the time 


and I yearn for the days where someone fed me, 



I could take naps, 



and my job was to play all day.  


There are times while we are planning things 



that we remember what is was like to travel without kids 



and backpack for twelve miles a day, 




not stopping for snacks every 15 minutes.  

If we rehearse that storyline too much, 


we become bitter 


and fail to enjoy the things that our children are helping us see.

The danger with observing all the old customs of Judaism 


instead of living fully into the current life of Christ, 



is that the old customs functioned as an idol.  


They prevented the Galatians 



from living fully into the life Jesus had made clear to us.  


The Galatians are being asked to participate in an activity that says, 



“The messiah has not come.”  

The good news Paul proclaimed to them 


was that the “Messiah has come.”  



Practice makes permanent.  

These activities that say he has not come, 


sow seeds of doubt in our mind.  



Thus making it harder to live into the reality that Jesus has come.  

This is the reason why 


I will not preside over an unequally yoked couple in marriage.  

If at every step, 


you have someone questioning your belief in Jesus, 


you are putting a stranglehold on your life with God.  

This is also why we are called not to have idols 


or worship others gods.  

Anything that we place in a higher position than God.  


Whether that be our job, 


our relationships with our spouses, 


children, parents, friends, 


or co-workers, 



then starts to choke out the gifts of God.  

When they are in their proper place, 


they help us see God at work.

Paul understands the appeal, 

he also understands the yoke that comes with this zeal 


to serve something that is not God.  

When he served the law 


and found out that it was hindering God's work, 



he was crushed.  

As he was able to put his zeal on the right person, 


it led to him proclaiming God's goodness, 



even as he suffered the full effects of malaria.

There are days when life makes it seem like we have wasted our efforts 


on someone or something.  

We need to remember that our experience is not what matters.  

As Paul highlights, 


it is not that the Galatians knew God, 


but that God knew them.  

God had adopted them, 


they were part of his family, 


they called him Abba, 



Father.  

If you have that kind of relationship 


where you call someone Abba, 


Daddy, 



they are not going to walk away from you.  



They are committed.  

I would not want to have Lisa go through the pain of childbirth again every year 


for Eva and Esme to be in our lives.  

I have no doubt however, 


that she would, 


if that was what was necessary 



for them to be in our lives, 


they are our children.  

We are God's children, 


he has sent his son 



so that we might be adopted by him.  

Don't waste that great gift 


by placing your hope on an idol 


or something you can control.  

Instead, 


live into the gifts your father has given you.
