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Testing of Tornado sirens

As tornado season comes in a few short months there has been discussion with the Sheriff
Tom Ridnour, Dispatcher Shawn Franz and Emergency Manager Della Calhoon for the
need of testing the sirens on a monthly basis. By allowing the testing of the sirens we would
be aware when a siren is not working.

Sheriff Tom Ridnour, and Della Calhoon, Kit Carson County Emergency Manager have met
with each of the Town Councils and reviewed this request and received approval for testing
on a monthly basis. Testing will begin Tuesday March 14, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. This would
continue on the second Tuesday of each month through the Month of October, 2017.

The test for March will be a three (3) minute TAKE COVER, followed by a one (1)
solid ALL CLEAR.
The months April through October will only be the one (1) minute solid ALL CLEAR tone.

This way we are kept abreast for those sirens that need repaired.
Sirens are scheduled to be sounded at the following times and places:
10:00 a.m. — Burlington
10:05 a.m. — Bethune
10:10 a.m. — Stratton
10:15a.m. — Vona
10:20 a.m. — Seibert
10:25 a.m. — Flagler
10:30 a.m. — Countywide test of the “CodeRed” system.
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‘CodeRed"

Remember Kit Carson County does have the ability to use the “CodeRed” reverse 911
system.

It is a recorded message put together by the communications department and law
enforcement agencies.

It could be used in the event of a tornado or any other serious happenings.

Please listen to the recording and follow the directions it gives.

The system does have the ability to call the whole county with just one phone call.
Remember

When you answer it takes a little bit for it to start, those answering the phone need to say
hello, then listen.

It is voice activated, so if you continue hello, hello, hello, it will not start.

Please don’t hang up until the message has finished.

Also if you have a telezapper on your phone that blocks telemarketers it will not call you.
If you do not get the CodeRed alert after the county-wide test please go to
www.kccsheriff.com and click on CodeRED Community Notification Enrollment and sign
up all your phones to receive CodeRed alerts.

It will ask you to create an account so you are able to register your phones and address.
The reason for the address is the system calls phone numbers based on address as the
communications center is able to do specific areas within the county.

Should there be a real event here are the tones for each of the towns within Kit Carson
County:

Burlington Siren will be up and down for three minutes, all clear will be solid for 1 minute.
Bethune is a solid for three minute. All clear is a solid for one minute.

Stratton the tornado siren is a solid 3 minute tone. All clear is a solid for one minute.

Vona is up and down for tornado for three minutes. All clear is a solid for one minute.
Seibert is a solid tone 3 minute tone. All clear is a solid for one minute.

Flagler is a solid tone 3 minute tone. All clear is a solid for one minute.

Should you have questions please contact the Emergency Manager at 719-343-0911.
Submitted by Della Calhoon, Emergency Manager 02/21/2017
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