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05 T Breakfast Mtg
13 Daylight Saving Time
19 T Dinner Ride
27 Easter Sunday

MARCH 2016

CD Notes by Skip Trautman, CD
Hi all
As most of you know, Skip is out of commission for a while
due to surgery, so I’ll do my poor best to get information to
you – some from Skip and some just plain info.
There’s not a lot happening just now, so you have time to get caught up on a few
things in preparation for the coming riding season.

April 2016
 02 State Staff Mtg,
Moose Lodge, Y.C.
 16 T Dinner Ride

At the breakfast meeting in February, Secretary Lonna read a “Thank-you” letter
from Adopt a Family. The chapter donated $500 cash in lieu of adopting one
family at Christmas time. Pictures elsewhere in this issue.

May 2016
M/C Safety Awareness Month

There were also a few honors handed out.
CD Skip & Teri T: Chapter T & State Family of the Year
Don Noblin
Male Mileage Award,
8,838 miles
Sue Paquette
Lady’s Mileage Award
3,335 miles

 02 T Breakfast Mtg
 02 State Staff Mtg,
Moose Lodge, Y.C.
 08 Mother’s Day
 13-15 Mother’s Day Campout
 21 T Dinner Ride
 26-30 Spring Fling
Plymouth, CA

There’s lots of fun at our meetings, and a lot of info passes through the group.
Notice of rides, events, and yes, financial information (You gotta be there to get
that info!), reports from State & National.
Really - “Ya shudda been there!” Which brings up an important thought. Sometimes we sort of drop off in attendance and participation. Lack of participation
leads to a lack of attendees, lack of attendees leads to the lack of a club. We want
you there… but we cannot force you. It is your choice. We realize that not everyone can make all events, but remember this is YOUR chapter, and by your
choice you are a member. Please choose to be part or it!
Candy sale dates for the year are listed on page 3. If you can help, please contact
Sue P and get on her schedule.
Mother's Day Campout is May 13—15. Spring Fling is Memorial Weekend. in
Plymouth. Register early for best prices. Spring Fling Flyer in this issue.
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Till next time, TTFN

Skip & Teri Trautman, CDs
GWTA Tri-County Travelers
Chapter T
Marysville CA.
530-633-0857
Webmaster for
www.Tricountytravelers.org
&
www.gwta-norcal.org
www.tricountytravelers.org

Chapter T Officers and Staff
Chapter Director

Skip Trautman

530-633-0857

Chapter Co-Director

Teri Trautman

530-633-0857

ACD/Treasurer

Sue Paquette

530-749-8743

Secretary

Lonna Appelhof

530-673-4538

PR/Special Events Coordinator

Lonna Appelhof

530-673-4538

Ways & Means
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Celebrate
March Birthdays

March Anniversaries

01 Pat Worth
07 Skip Paquette

16
17
18
22

April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

06 Stu Stewart
13 Bill Worth

04 Richard & Jan Agesen
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Burch & Connie Ditmars
Ed & Clara Drummond
Bill & Pat Worth
Dale & Verlene Wilkerson
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Coming Events
March 2016
 05
 16,17,18
 19
 30,31

Chapter T Breakfast Meeting
Candy Sales
T Dinner Ride
Candy Sales

April 2016




02
04—06
04-16

May 2016
 07
 08
 13—15
 21
 27—30

State Staff Mtg, Moose Lodge, Y.C.
Candy Sales
T Dinner Ride

Candy Sale Time!
All sales will be at Sam’s Club,
Yuba City. Hours: 10—4.
Please plan to help.
Sale Dates:
Mar 14—16
Apr 04—06
May 16—08
Sep 05—07
Oct 03—04

T Breakfast Meeting
Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day Campout
T Dinner Ride
Spring Fling, State Staff
Plymouth, CA
Theme: Las Vegas

June 2016
 04
 10—12
 18
 18
 19
 25

T Breakfast Meeting
Father’s Day Campout, Sycamore Ranch
Set up Fireworks Booth
T Dinner Ride
Father’s Day
Scandia (Chapter P)

July 2016
 02
 02—04
 09
 11—14
 16

T Breakfast Meeting
Fireworks Booth Open
Tear Down
Gold Rush 2016, Huntington, IN
T Dinner ride

Watch for more events to be announced.
We realize that not everyone can make all the events,
but you can start to plan which ones you want to attend.
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The Road Is Calling
By Don Noblin
The approach of Labor Day and a couple of cool nights
signaling the approaching winter stir the soul: The
Road Is Calling. Instinctively we start setting aside
items to put into the motorcycle bag for one last epic
adventure before winter's blast arrives, knowing the
pace will quicken the morning we leave and we'll forget
something. I service the trike, paying close attention for
any telltale signs of something awry - streaks around
wheel bearings indicating excessive heat and the like but thankfully all is well and after the holiday is over
we're packed up and rolling out of the driveway.
Cool, brisk morning air in the face wakes up the senses
instantly and the adventure is on. Our brains are in hyper-drive, flooded with feelings of freedom, of endless
possibilities, and the lure of the unknown as we head
north. Weather report says 100° plus for several days,
both South and East, so we headed North to the Columbia River before turning East. Smoke from forest fires
in Chalan, WA, is blanketing the Yakima valley so we
give up going by Susie's mom's and follow the Columbia Gorge East to Pendleton.
After we find a room in old downtown, we discover this
is the weekend before the Pendleton roundup. We book
another night because Susie discovers Pendleton has an
underground city tour, similar to the Seattle underground tour, which we want to take as well as the Pendleton Woolen Mill tour. The ancient process of making
thread from raw wool hasn't changed and the highspeed weaving looms are still a 200 year old design.
The beautiful pattern wool cloth and the process of creating it is fascinating. The underground tour was complete with a laundry, an opium den, a butcher shop, 36
brothels, and about the same number of saloons both
above and below the streets! Pendleton was the economic hub of eastern Oregon and where there is an excess of both money and men, you can bet ladies and
booze will show up shortly. Both tours are excellent if
you happen to pass through this quaint old town, but
now the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center in Baker City
and Yellowstone National Park are beckoning, so we're
anxious to be on the road again.
After the morning tour of the woolen factory, we snack
on our stash of fruit and sweet rolls pirated from our

many hotel stays because we are too impatient
to deal with a restaurant, and we head for
Baker City on another beautiful 85° day. At 75
mph on the flat, smooth surface of a new highway, Baker City appears on the horizon in time
to check into a hotel, have dinner at a nice
Mexican restaurant (thanks to the hotel housekeeper), and spend an hour in the new Oregon
Trail Interpretive Center, like a time traveler
immersed in the stark contrast between the
wagon rut Oregon Trail of 1800's era and the
super highway era of today. If we chose to live
like our grandparents with the average income
we have today we would not have enough
pockets to hold all of the money we would
have left over: Oh! That's right, lifespan was
about 45 in the 1800's - bummer. Must have
spent too much time underground in Pendleton
or maybe too much time in museums.
There is rain south, east and west of us so we
are trying to pace our travel days to stay dry.
This means we must ride to Idaho Falls today
while it's raining in Yellowstone, tour the park
tomorrow when the rain clears, then be in Livingston, MT, the following day when another
wave of rain goes through Yellowstone. 400
uneventful freeway miles across the southern
agriculture lands and eastern lava beds of Idaho
puts us in Idaho Falls about 5 pm looking for
bed, beer, and food - not exactly in that order.
Rooms here are 1/3 the price of the $280 rooms
at the park entrance in West Yellowstone so we
smugly indulge in food and drink while planning our route through the park tomorrow.
Cold and cloudy this morning, so we are wearing insulated clothes and rain gear on the twohour ride to the park, but thankfully we only
encounter a few light sprinkles, then the weather warmed up and cleared for the rest of the
day. Almost immediately upon entering the
park we find ourselves in a half mile long traffic jam! Traffic is at a total standstill and passengers are out of cars walking ahead to see
why the delay - silly people, this always hapThe Road Is Calling, continued on page 5
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The Road is Calling, from page 4

pens in the park every time an animal is spotted
from the road. In this case a heard of buffalo were
crossing the road so it took us half an hour to get
past them, and yes, I waited until the big bull was
off of the roadway and had his butt toward us before
I scooted past on the bike. We decided to turn South
to see Old Faithful and Yellowstone Lake (site of
the big wildfire in the 1980's), then loop back across
the park to the West side and go through the geothermal to the original North park entrance at Gardiner, MT. Yellowstone is spectacular no matter how
many times you visit, and Old Faithful never disappoints.
We spend the day being tourists cruising through
the park admiring the awesome scenery and multitude of wildlife occasionally interrupted by the
smell of rotten eggs, actually the stench of sulphur/
methane gasses from the many geothermal pools
bubbling from the ground. We break out the food
stash and have lunch while standing around waiting
in a road construction traffic delay, then head out
the North entrance to Livingston, MT. We're disappointed: can't ride through the original rock arch
park entrance. It is closed with the road being rerouted as if to make it a monument but no longer
functional - bummer.
Morning finds us riding East across the vast nothingness that is the Great Plains now dotted with oil/
natural gas wells and coal mines, as we head for
Gillette, Wyoming and then on to Rapid City, South
Dakota. The speed limit is 80 mph but that sounds
scary to Susie so I only go 78 mph! No dear, I'm not
going 80 mph. The site of Custer's last stand at the
Little Bighorn River on the Crow Indian reservation
is about the only point of interest for these two
days. We stop at the Crow Nation trading post to
stretch our legs, have an ice cream, and browse the
museum/gift shop - Susie bought some ear rings
NOT made in China! They wouldn't lie, would
they?
We exit I-90 and head South to old historic Deadwood, yep, same mining town made famous by the
HBO series, thinking we would find a room for the
night. Prices are sky high and road construction
downtown sealed the deal so we found the famous
Sturgis Canyon Road and rode to Sturgis.

We cruise Sturgis and stop at the Harley dealer for
the obligatory souvenir t-shirt. We saw on tv news
the infamous Full Throttle saloon had burned to the
ground the day before and little in the way of lodging or dining choices to recommend staying here so
we make the 20 minute t-shirt weather ride to Rapid
City.
We book a room for a couple of nights and walk
across the street to an unusual combination sandwich shop with a casino (with beer! ) next door. Order your food, go next door and get a beer, and nice
gal brings you your food through an inside adjoining door when it's ready! More than one way to kill
the proverbial cat and deliver gambling, sandwiches, and beer in one place in spite of convoluted local
business codes. The next day we take in the grandeur of Mount Rushmore and Crazy Horse Monuments: simply spectacular. We manage to avoid
nearly all of the thundershowers but weather forecast is for significant storms coming from the West
catching up to us and to the East in front of us; but
we can stay in the dry if we get South of Denver by
tomorrow night so we decide to make a right turn
and ride South.
Morning finds us on back road Highway 385
through South Dakota and Nebraska, in rain gear
with our fingers crossed, hoping to reach Sterling
City, Colorado for supper. Nice visit with local retired school teacher over dinner in Sterling City and
we decide to stay on the back roads (no gas for
nearly 100 miles!) to by-pass Denver and Colorado
Springs, then pick up I-25 just North of Pueblo
where we find a hotel at the junction of Highway 50
close to the Harley Shop.
Evening weather forecast shows widespread rain to
the South in New Mexico and Arizona but dry
across southern Colorado so we decide to head
West on Highway 50 and visit Royal Gorge Park.
Royal Gorge has one of the highest suspension
bridges in the world at 1,200 feet above the Arkansas River. Walking across the bridge with 30 - 40
mph winds gusting through the gorge is a real trip!
Yes, it will move you! Beautiful ride the rest of the
day following the Arkansas River until it turns
North towards the headwaters below Leadville, then
over two rugged mountain passes to Montrose
The Road Is Calling, continued on page 6
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The Road is Calling, from page 5

where we book a room for Friday and Saturday
nights and lucky to find them. All of the chain hotels are booked with deer/elk hunters.
Gunnison Black Canyon National Park is our destination first thing Saturday morning after a lazy
wake up. Wow! What a surprise! A miniature
Grand Canyon 30 miles long running along the
foothills of the Rocky Mountains. We walk down a
rocky trail to a vista point on a rock outcrop jutting
out over the gorge and look down long enough to
get the heebe jeebes. Like looking out over the
ocean it reminds one just how small and fragile one
human being is in the grand scheme of the universe.
Hungary bellies bring us back to reality so we find a
brewery pub for a sandwich in historic downtown
then tour the community museum. Really fun volunteer lady at the museum, guessing in her late 80's,
says she used to ride and she wishes she could get
on a bike and go with us - she's got attitude!
The morning air is cool and crisp as we ride towards Grand Junction and then to Green River Utah
where we turn North on a secondary, 100 miles of
nothing, back road shortcut to Provo. Uh Oh! I feel
a significant, but one time, hesitation in engine response when twisting the throttle and check engine
light comes on 20 miles from Provo. Throttle continues to operate normally and check engine light
goes off after about 10 minutes then on and off
again couple more times before we get to Provo. Oil
pressure is normal so I'm not worried about the engine hurting itself and we keep riding. Getting a bed
comes first, then we go looking for a restaurant next
to the Harley shop and discover the restaurant is in
the Harley shop and they are closed! Shop is open
on Monday so, even though check engine light is
off and bike is running normally, I'm debating if we
should stick around and have shop check engine
codes before heading across 500 miles of nothing to
Winnemucca.
On the way back to the hotel we were able to find
an out of the way, hole in the wall Mexican restaurant - saw the sign earlier on a warehouse looking
building but couldn't see the restaurant hidden
around the corner. Quality food, cheap, and a
friendly family atmosphere complete with live music! Part of the lure of the road is that every town
holds the possibility of discovering another hidden
gem.
Volume XXIX, Issue 3

I know from experience the shop can't fix it if it is
not broken when they are looking at it so we decide
to ride on to Salt Lake City where there is another
Harley dealer, since tow trucks are plentiful on the
freeway, and see what happens. No more check engine light, forecast is for high of 85 degrees across
the salt flats, bike is running normal at Salt Lake
City so we gas up, get plenty of water, and head toward Wendover. Check engine light came on briefly
couple of times but bike ran normal until we gassed
up in Wendover.
While maneuvering for a picture with Wendover
Bob statue, engine stalled. Engine restarted but
would not run below 2,000 rpm so by slipping the
clutch I was able to cruise back to center of town in
case we had to get a room and call a tow truck. I
kept the engine running while debating what to do
next, as no check engine light during this whole episode, when suddenly the engine started running normally and settled to a smooth idle when I closed the
throttle. Hmmmmm, what are the odds? Certainly
nothing in Wendover so we get a couple more bottles of water, jump back on the freeway and hammer down. Turns out to be an uneventful ride to
Winners Casino Hotel in Winnemucca, with a
snack/walk around stop in Elko. On edge now and
eager to be home, we bail out of Winnemucca early
the next morning and have another uneventful ride
the rest of the way home with the check engine light
going on and off a couple of times. Rather be lucky
than good, eh?

From the Editor:
My great apologies to Don and Susie. They sent
nice pix for this article, only to have my stupid
computer hide or lose them.
I’ve been having problems with my computer
lately. It dumps things I don’t want deleted. I
can’t email from my computer, and sometimes
can’t open attachments or items on the Internet.
Yes, it’s getting ready to go see the computer
doctor.
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Awards Day at Chapter T
Top Left:
Family of the Year, 2016
Skip & Teri Trautman, Chapter T CD
Chapter T Family of the Year, 2016
State Family of the Year, 2016
Bottom Left:
2015 Mileage Award, Ladies
Sue Paquette
Miles ridden in 2015: 3,335
Bottom Right:
2015 Mileage Award, Men
Don Noblin
Miles ridden in 2015: 8,838
Our heartiest and proudest congratulations to
all these great members of Chapter T!
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Just for Fun
English School
Donald MacDonald from the Isle of Skye went to
an English university and was living in the hall
of residence with all the other students.

Spaghetti
For several years, a man had been having an affair with an
Italian woman. One night, she confided to him that she
was pregnant.

After a month, his mum came to visit him.

Not wanting to ruin his reputation or his marriage, he
asked if she would go back to Italy to secretly have the
child, in exchange for a large sum of money. He also
agreed to provide child support until the child turned 18.
She agreed, but asked him how he would know when the
baby was born…

"And how do you find the English students, Donald?" she asked.
"Mother," he replied, "they're such terrible, noisy
people. The one on that side keeps banging his
head on the wall and won't stop. The one on the
other side screams and screams all night."
"Oh Donald! How do you manage to put up with
these awful noisy English neighbors?"
"Mother, I do nothing. I just ignore them. I just
stay here quietly, playing my bagpipes."

Women Talk Too Much
Sam was trying to show his wife that women
talk much more than men.
To prove his point he showed her a scholarly
study that showed men, on average, use about
l500 words per day as opposed to women, who
use at least 3,000.
Gussie, his wife, pondered this for a little while
and then thought of an answer. "Women", she
said, "must use twice as many words as men,
because they have to repeat every thing they
say."

To keep it discrete, he told her to simply mail him a postcard, and write “Spaghetti” on the back when the child
was born. He would then arrange for the child support
payments to begin.
One day, about nine months later, he came home to his
confused wife. “Honey,” she said, “you received a very
strange postcard today.”
“Oh, just give it to me and I’ll explain it later,” he said.
The wife obeyed and handed the postcard to him. She
then watched him read the card, turn white, and faint.
On the card was written:
“Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti, Spaghetti.
Three with meatballs, two without. Send extra sauce.”

Grandpa’s Overnight Stay
Grandma and Grandpa were visiting their kids overnight.
When Grandpa found a bottle of Viagra in his son's medicine cabinet, he asked about using one of the pills.
The son said, "I don't think you should take one Dad;
they're very strong and very expensive."
"How much?" asked Grandpa.
"$10 a pill," answered the son.
"I don't care," said Grandpa, "I'd still like to try one. Before
we leave in the morning, I'll put the money under the pillow."
Later the next morning, the son found $110 under the pillow. He called Grandpa and said, "I told you each pill was
$10, not $110."
"I know," said Grandpa. "The Hundred is from Grandma."
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2016 Ride # 3 March 19, 2016
Going to:

.

Address:
Phone:
Meet at: .

Leave Time:
Cost :

.

. $1.00

More information
To be announced

Host: .
Phone: ..
Please RSVP by: .

2016 Ride # 4 April 16, 2016
Going to:

.

Address:
Phone:

To be announced

Meet at: .

Leave Time:
Cost :

.

. $1.00

Host: .
Phone: ..
Please RSVP by: .
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For Sale or Trade
2000 GL 1500 parts remaining after converting it to a Champion Trike. The bike only had 35,000 miles on it when it
was converted. The bike was white in color. Call Al Mazon 530-742-5423.
CozyCamp for sale: Water and dust tight when closed. Closed is 44” wide x 72” long x 44” high, Overall length 9’5”;
425 lbs. dry. Easily towed by a touring motorcycle or small car. 23 c.f. of padded cargo space; Queen sized bed
area; Solid floor carpeted entry-dressing area; 8’x 8’ awning with zipable screens. Porta-Potty. Cooler & small
battery mount on tongue; Front rock-guard cover. Air suspension with shocks; disc brakes; 10” wheels; 4 corner stabilizers. Asking $2850.00. Optional: Camping gear available. Adrien Genesoto (530) 674-9155 or
genesoto@syix.com.

If you have articles for sale, or are looking for something particular, you can advertise it here,

Volume XXIX, Issue 3

www.tricountytravelers.org

11

March 2016
Don’t forget to reset
your clocks Saturday night.

Skip & Teri Trautman
3679 Bear River Drive
Rio Oso, CA 95674

Tri County Travelers

Next General Meeting

Next Meeting
Breakfast

March 5, 2016
8:00 A.M.

Next Ride

Location to be announced

March 21, 2016

All meetings at:
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Peach Tree Restaurant
1080 No. Beale Road
Marysville, CA 95901
www.tricountytravelers.org

