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Carl D. Wootten came with us ta Vietnam. He was a Ssabee, a builder, & good
friend to many people. He was "the tall skinny guy whe laughed a lot." In April
of 1970 he became & part of a detachment from Camp Hasking sent o install
a water system at Thuong Duc. a tiny Special Forces camp in the foothills of
the mountains that reach back across Vietnam and into Lacs. On May |, 1970,
he diad there, a victim of a vicious rocket and mortar attack. He died in & bunker
that he selfleszly volunteered to defend. His daath was not & back page news

story nor another slight rise to a statistic, He was one of us, This book iz his, He
paid for it.



A deployment is many things. MCB 121's third RYM deployment is now
a matter of record, of history, Tha work has been charted and analyzed:
formed into neat statistics. The results have besn properly recorded and
all filed quistly away. This bock is for us who were there. For us a deploy-
ment is not statistics, but mamaries .
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ROADWORK
WOODWORK
STEELWORK
UTILITYWORK



BEATING THE OFFICERS




F ANOTHER DAY

CATCHING AN EVENING WIND



TIME TOGETHER . . .




. . - AND A FEW MOMENTS ALONE



BUT FIRST

WE HAD TO CONTEND WITH CAMILLE

12



13



WEEKS AT PASS CHRISTIAN




1E



1&



TRAINING AT LEJEUNE
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AND INSPECTIONS AT HOME







PLAYING COMBAT
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THE CAPTAIN

CDR JACK MOGER

JANUARY 1969 —



LCDR DONALD CAMPBELL

MAY 1970 —

LCDR GENE DAVIS

MAY 1968 — MAY 1970
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Alpha Company possesses the power given to us by the Industrial
Age; the power of giant machinery. When coupled with man's
precision-like judgement it becomes power that can move moun-
tains and tunnel the earth. Men astraddle rolling wheels shove,
fil. and smooth the ground. They dig deep holes for bridge
building. They haul gravel and asphalt. They lay the way that
unifies a nation's people.
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Bravo Company i the construction electricians and the ufilities-
men, Thay bridge the unknown and unseen with wire and cable
phone and light. They lay pipe and set plumbing to Gring puri-
fied water and haul away waste. Their shops can also fashion tin
into ducts to quide the fall of rain or paint signs to quide the way
of strangers, Their craft is of the Roman aqueducts and the

electric generator.
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Charlie Company is the man whosa trade is as timeless as the first lean-to
and as modern as the highest skyscraper. They are the builders and steel-
workers. They work like men have for centuries with hammer and saw,
mortar and sand to build shelter from the rain. Yet they have the ability
ta hore through steel and weld iron beams, to lay bridges across rivers
or fashion towers that thrust into the sky. Their reliance is on themsalves,
in the strength of their back and the power of their hands.

CHARLIE
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Delta has the same structure as Charlie Company, lts builders
and steelworkers have hewn wood beams and stretched steel
across rivers. By long hours of work in the sun they have farmed
and pourad the indestructable arches of concrete, They've brougnt
to their jobs the power and speed of modemn equipment and

handied tham with the deft skill and ageless ingenuity of car
panters.
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Hotel Company is the men of the city. the cogwork men whose
jobs fit neatly into the pattern and keep the mighty wheels
relling. They are the merchants, the shopkespers, laundrymen,
barbers, clerks, typists, security guards, draftsmen, and engineer-
ing aides, They include the corpsmen, dental techs, mess cooks,
ard aven the gunnersmates; all tha men that make a gypsy city,
a society in itself that knows no physiesl boundarias.
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ROUTE QL-1

Tha grading, paving and maintaining of
QOL-1, South Vietnam's main north-sauth
route, was the most valuable accomplish-
ment of the deployment, Alpha Com-
pany upgraded and paved 15 miles of
highway from the village of Thanh Chit
to the hamlet of Tu My, south of Da
Mang. Marth of Camp Haskins both Al-
pha and Charlie Companies kept busy
patehing the route and installing head-
walls over the Hai Van Pass to Lang Co.

With the enamy around, bridgewark on
QL-| was a never ending assignment.
Alpha, Charlie, and Delta did emergancy
repair work on five bridges blown by the
enemy. To deter the enemy, we medi-
fied Cooper, Nam-O, and Lang Co
bridges by installing pier protection and
security lighting, We completely built
thrae bridges to help close the Viatnam-
ess communications and supply gap.







WONDER ARCHES

The skyline of Da Mang took on a new lock as Delta
and Charlie Companies erected 25 aircraft shelters
known as Wonder Arches, The arches were constructed
of steel panels bolted togethar and overlaid with |8
inches of concrete, When completed they could with-
stand the impact of enemy rockats.

To be near the assigned arch construction for Marine
Air Group 16, Delta Company and sepporting men
from Alpha, Bravo, and Haotel Companies took up resi-
dance east of Da Mang at Camp Adenir. They became
knawn as Detachment Marble,
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Cne of our first projects was to help Marines
being pulled ot et Vietnam under President
Mixan's withdrawal program. We were fasked
with constructing a retrograde facility for clean-
ing, packing, and storing equipment and ma-
terial for return to the States. Charlie Company
erected steel and wood frame buildings. Secur-
ity towers were prefabricated and flown in by
CH-53 helicopters, Brave Company installed
wiring and a water system. Alpha Coampany
graded, paved, and filled a vehicle storage area
with hardstand. We worked around the clock
and the project was designed, constructed, and
occupied in less than eight weeks.



The largest wood structures in
Vietnam are hangars for TH-47
helicopters. Charlie Company
tock on the farmidable task of
constructing two of them for the
Army's 58th TC.
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When the Third Maval Construction
Brigade moved out of its Camp Has-
kins guarters and the Third Marine
Amphibious Force moved in, we were
called on to provide modifications,
Charlie  and Brave Companies
worked long hours renovating three
Admin buildings, repairing and set-
ting up trailers for living cquarters,
constructing hootches, showers, and
bunkers. Alpha Company graded
and paved a roadway for the naw
tanants,




FSR SEWER

Bravo Company made in-country life flow more
smoathly for our Marine neighbors at FLC by
Fir.i:.|'..'rl|:_1 the installation of a sewage collection
systam.




VARIED AND SCATTERED PROJECTS

Az the deployment progressed, more and more of cur work was of & smaller scope than our initial
projects. We were scattered throughout the | Caorps. Delta Company constructed a machine
5|‘|{:|F:- for the South Vietnamese Small Craft Facility in Da Mang; builll messing facilities at both
Camp Horn and MSA, and constructed a small retrograde area for the Army's 80th General Suppart
Group. With Bravc Company, Delta built deg kennels for the Army's Canine Corps. Chadie and Brave
Companies sent a 14 man detachment to Thueng Due te install a water system, Heavy enemy action
halted work at the camp before completion. Charlie Company erected a PX for Marine Air Group |1
anc worked with Delta Company in building twe base camps for ARVN rifle campanies, Bath Charlie
and Alpha sent men on a detachment to Hue o construct ramps for the Thuy Tu Ferry which oper-
ates on a local river,
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SEABEE TEAM
12103

Seabes Team 12103 spent the deployment work-
ing in and around the village of Go Cong—two
jeep hours south of Saigon. Under the team's
training and supervision, local Vietnamese were
able to tackle construction projects ranging
from warehouses to bridges. The team was com-
rosed of LTS B, E. N, Adams, CMC R. L
Goss, CMI L. D, Edmands, HMI J. F. Crawell,
BU| . G, McKinney, EO2 K. P Barry, LIT2
J. &. Vanier, EO2 W. 5. Magann, CM2 E. E.
Anderson, BUZ D. C. Hasslen, CE2 D, W, Ir-
vine, EAZ T, 5, Covington, and SW2 R. E
Whatley,
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SEABEE TEAM 12104

Seabee Team 12104 lived in the village of Rach
Goi, 20 miles south of Vietnam's fourth largest
city, Can Tho. Through training local villagers and
carrying out construction projects in the village,
the team aided greatly with the L. S. pacification
pragram for South Vietnamese. The team members
were: LTJG William Britt, CEC Kennath Morgan,
BUI Darl Corrick, BU| Jack Lee, HM2 Kennath
Maddex, EO2 Horace Hines, BU2 Joseph McKeon,
CM2 Paul Bickle, CTEZ Charles Singleton, SW?2 John
Ruffine, UT2 Jack Hodge, Ch2 Fay Bodiford, and
EC3 William Stanlay,
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CIVIC ACTION

We not only supporfed Amarican troops in
Vietnam but alio directly aided the Vietnamese
people with our Civic Action Program. We had
a teamn which modernized the Mational Police
Academy of South Vietnam: h'uﬂdinq desks and
installing a ventilation system for the academy’s
wood burning stoves, Ancther team connected
a laper colony on the Bay of Da Nang with the
outside word by building a road from the col-
ony to a nearby railroad line. To carry out the
work, a dozer was transported to the colony on
a Mavy beach landing craft.
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MEDCAP

Within the battalion's extensive project
involvement was a quiet program of
deep humanitarian concern. It was the
Medical Civic Achion Program. Oper-
ating from school houses and aid sta-
tions, cur docter and corpsmen treated
hundreds of Vietnamasa in the villages of
Hea Phu, Trung Mghia, and Bae Ninh,
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