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Adding melody lines to the chords separates
the “pickers” from the “strummers”. If you
want to truly understand how to pick the
melody while you play, then learning to think in
terms of: 1- what key a song is in, 2- what
scale degrees (Major scale notes) the melody
uses, and 3- the Roman numerals for the
chords that make up the key, will make all the
difference! These ideas also build muscle

In all Major keys, each Major scale degree note
corresponds with a specific chord. Each specific
chord is known by a unique Roman numeral,
with capital Roman numerals signifying Major
chords & lower case Roman numerals for
minor chords. Learn |-vi chords in many keys,
starting with the |, IV, and V chords, and pay
attention to how closely the notes of the melody
follow the chords used in most songs!

memory for the most common ways these Major Scale Degree | Chord Roman Num.
notes & chords interact in countless songs! 1 I (Major)
jor
Combinations of scale degree notes usually 2 ii (minor)
make up most, if not all, of a song’s melody, 3 i (minor)
and scale degrees can be represented with 4 IV (Major)
the “do-re-mi” system (called “solfege”). 5 V (Major)
Major Scale Degree Solfege 6 vi (minor)
1 Do 7 vii (diminished)*
2 Re Learning to pick the melodies with the chords
3 Mi is not an easy road, but it can make a huge
4 Fa difference in the way your playing sounds, the
5 Sol way you hear music, & even the way you sing!
o La | hope this workbook helps get you started!
7 Ti * in most popular music, dim. (vii) chords are not ever played!

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com
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Picking Melodies (Instmctions, cont.)

Using Frere Jacques - French Traditional

Contents Channel
root
Scale Degrees: 5 6 7 23456 7|1 Song Chords: QI Dii iii IVEV))vi
gvb . :
~Notes in black print make up —Chordf‘. Laplock pnnt.are
X played in the song, while
the song’s melody, while notes I = N ’
~ A chords in gray aren't.

in gray are not in the melocll,l- 1 2.3 1 1 243 1

I----> =This means that the

f:; 3 noﬁes il t}fis sgdmboi Frer-e .] ac-qucs, Frer-e .] 4C-ques T chord is played until you

tow tBeE.rESYV('_:‘VPt}? = 1tn ge reach a different chord.
octave D. e root.

. A

When choosing a key to play I T —
a songiin, makgsure you can 2y A number are arrows meaning
hi lodys] ! T T

it the melodyslowest note 3 4 S S 3 4 5 S thatthe melody uses the
8% = notes with this symbol Dor-mez-vous? Dor-mez-vousp n=umberednotebutyoucan

also play the chord on the
belovimpigs s nihe dashed line above the carrot.
1 At
octave ABOVE the root.
I >
A A

6 ) 4 GWWL) 6 ) 4 GG U

Son-nez les ma-tin-es! Son-nez les ma-tin-es!

= Colored circles g
show the notes that q= This marks spots where the
make up the chords of L -~ AL o k- 2Vl > previous melody note is held for an
each key, as shown in 1 g 1 & 1 ’5‘ 1 % extra beat, but it's also a good place
Fretboard Toolbox gvb S gvb C to try playing the chord (crd) on
ESSENTIAL EDITIONS! Din, dan, don, din, dan, don the dashed line above the carrot.

The table below highlights in black print which notes (scale degrees) and chords (in Roman numerals) would be used
to play each song in O common Major keys, and which Fretboard Toolbox pages can help you find those chords & notes.

Scale Degrees: Song Chords: Fretboard Toolbox pages:
Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys 1123 (4|5|/6 7]}l ii i | IV [V Vi Page #'s Page #
GMmajor flGla |8 |c|p|e|m|6|am|Bm|c| b |Em 346 9
Amajor [allB |c# || E|ri|ci]|a|Bm |com|D| E [Fm]| 710 13
C Major plelr|leclalelclom|em | F| 6 | am| 1114 19
D Major n E|F# | G|A| B |CH]D]| En #m | G A Bm 15-18 25
EMajor l E[lF# | Gt | A | B |c#t | D | E|Fim|Gim | A | B |com| 1923 29

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 3 © 2015 Scott Sharp
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Frére Jacques

French Traditional
Contents Channel
Scale Degrees: 5 6 7 23 456 7|1} Song Chords: QI i1 i1 IV{V))vi
8vb
. I D SO >
if 203 1 1 203 1
Frer-e Jac-ques,Frer-e Jac-ques
1 >
3 4 5 bl € 4 5 T
Dor-mez-vous? Dor-mez-vous?
| >
A 6 5 4 {3 15 6 5 4 {3 1
Son-nez les ma-tin-es! Son-nez les ma-tin-es!

I-B---4 V- & SR SEES—— VL &18 >
A A A A
D) G O:0 6 3

8vb 8vb

1
Din, dan, don, din, dan, don

Scale Degrees: Song Chords: Fretboard Toolbox pages:
Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys 123 (4|5[6)|7]}I ii i | IV [V Page #'s Page #
GMajor [l A | B |c|D|E|Fi|G|Am|Bm|c| D |Em 3.6 9
A Major n B|C#|D|E |F#|G A 31 Cih ) E 7-10 13
C Major p|leE|F|lG|A clom|em|F| 6 | Am| 1114 19
pmajor [l E |8 |G |A|B |[ci|D|Em |Fim |G| A | Bm | 1518 25
E Major E Fit |G# | A | B |CH | DH)E | Ffm | GHm | A B CHm 19-23 29

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 4 © 2015 Scott Sharp
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Contents

Scale Degrees:

A

3) 2 (1) 203) (3)3 3

Ma-ry had a lit-tle lamb, whose

Ve i - >

~

N O 3 OO0 :

fleece was white as snow

YouTube
Mary Had a Little Lamb
Sarah Jospeha Hale, 1850
C}lannel
/ 234 56 7111 Song Chords: | 1 \%)
J 5 S A S >
3) 21 203 )QIL3) E
Ma-ry had a lit-tle lamb
Vi -£.1 >
2)02)2) T GIOGI)
lit-tle lamb, lit-tle lamb,
I >

Scale Degrees: Song Chords: Fretboard Toolbox pages:
Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys 1123 5 | v [V Page #'s Page #
G Major E Al B D G C 3.6 9
Amajor [ Al B | c# E|rt|ce|lAalBm |cam| D |E 7-10 13
C Major D|E G slc|om|em | F |G 11-14 19
D Major n E | F# A ; C D | I Bm | G A 15-18 25
E Major E F# | G# B E ; AlB | 19-23 29

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 5
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Table of YouTube

The Old Gray Mare

Traditional
Contents Channel
Scale Degrees: 5 6 7 2 3456 7|1 Song Chords: QI i1 i TV{V)vi
gvb gvb
1 >
5 1 1 1 2 3 3 2 3 2 1
8vh

The old gray mare, she ain’t what she used to be

vV ] >

ra Tas

221217b3 3) 2 @) 2
8V

ain’t what she used to be, ain’t what she used to be

I >

) T

bll 1 2 3 3 2 @ 2 U
8vi

the old gray mare, she ain’t what she used to be

2 D) 3 @0

many long years a-go

Scale Degrees: Song Chords: Fretboard Toolbox pages:
Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys 12|13 (4|5|6 |7\l ii i | IV [V Page #'s Page #
GMajor [l A | B |c|D|E|F]|G|Aam|Bm|c| D |Em 3.6 9
A Major n B|C#|D|E|Fé|GH]A|Bm |Cém | D E | Fiim 7-10 13
C Major p|leE|F|G B |c G 11-14 19
pmajor [ o | € | F4 Ale|c#]|p A | Bm| 1518 25
E Major H Fit |G#H | A | B | Cit |D#H| E | Fiim | Gim | A B | CHm 19-23 29

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 6 © 2015 Scott Sharp
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Table of YouTube
Oh My Darling Clementine
Words &5” Music by Percy Montrose, 1884
Contents Channel
root
Scale Degrees: 5 6 7[1]}2 3 4 5 ¢ 7|1] Song Chords: ([ 1 V(7) vi
gvb gvb
1 >
N N
1) 1) 1) € 3)¢3) 3) Ul
8vb
Oh my dar-lin’, oh my dar-lin’
I — RV
) Fal
1 33 PES 5 4 302 T
oh my dar-lin” Clem-en-tine
\'/ S— 2V7 &1 -
A A
2) 3 4 4 3 2) QU
you are lost and gone for-ev-er,
| 1S IS— &vs 3 I B >
A s
DOOG @O O =
gvbh vh
oh my dar-lin’ Clem-en-tine
Scale Degrees: Song Chords: Fretboard Toolbox pages:
Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys |12 |3 (4|56 |7 1] i i | IV [(V(7) Page #s Page #
G Major E AlBlc|D i | G ¢ | o) 3.6 9
A Major u B|C#|D|E G#| A D | E(7) 7-10 13
C Major D|E|F|G Blc|pm| Em | F | G(7) 11-14 19
D Major H E|F¢|G|A|B|c#]|D| Em |Fim | G | A7) 15-18 25
E Major E F# |G# | A | B p# | E | Fim | GEm | A | B(7) 19-23 29
Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 7 © 2015 Scott Sharp
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London Bridge

Traditional

Contents

root

c T2 3 456 7[L

Scale Degrees:

I >

5 6 5 413 4 5) ¥
Lon-don Bridge is fal-ling down,

V7] &1 >
D3 4 :0)+ G

fal-ling down, fal-ling down,

crd >

I >
50 6 (5 To XM O K

Lon-don Bridge i1s fal-ling down,

vy Sh . >
ra) N

2) T ) 3T ORI

my-y fair-r la-dy

Scale Degrees: Song Chords:

YouTube

Clmnnel

Song Chords: {1 )i i IVIV(7) vi

Fretboard Toolbox pages:

Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys |12 |3 (4|5|6 | V(7) Page #'s Page #
G Major E A|lB D|E G Bm [ C | D(7) | Em 3-6 9
A Major n B|c#|D|E|FH A E(7) 7-10 13
C Major ple|r|lc|als]c em | F | 6(7) 11-14 19
pmajor [l £ [Fi |G |A|B D c | A(7) 15-18 25
emajor |l Elfes |Gn | A | B | co|on|E B(7) 19-23 29

Learn more at www.frethoard-toolbox.com
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Camptown Races (Gwine to Run All Night)
1850 Stephen Foster
Contents Channel
Scale Degrees: 5 6 7 2 34567 Song Chords:( I /i1 i IVi Vivi
8va =
| = V- >
5 5 3 5.6 3) § 3 2% 3 T
Camptown ladies sing this song, doo-da, doo-da
|8 X =V 51 >
3 5 3) & 6 5 3) T Q205 3 2) )

Camptown racetrack, five miles long, oh, doo daa day

]

3 SINR3) OIU
gva

Gwine to run all night,

3) €5) ) L3 3) 6

___?' f >I___ I

T (6) YD) ()G =
gwine to run all day

------------- 4} EEEE— Y . -
3) T 2 2 3 2 1) =

I’ll bet my money on the bobtail nag, somebody bet on the bay

Scale Degrees:

Song Chords:

Fretboard Toolbox pages:

Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys 1{2|3|4|5](|6 i i i RIve vi Page #'s Page #

G Major |Gl A | B |c|D|E|Fri]6 Bm | C | D | Em 3.6 9

Amajor [All 8 |c# | o | E|Fe|Gi|A|Bm [com|D| E |Fm| 710 13

C Major D|E Gla|elc|lom|em|F| 6 | am | 1114 19

D Major E E F# | G|A| B D|Em |Fim | G A Bm 15-18 25

E Major H F# |G# | A | B |[CH | D E|Fim|GEm | A B CHr 19-23 29

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 9 © 2015 Seott Sharp
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Table of

O]:l! Susanna

Stephen Foster

Contents

root

2 3 4 5 6

Scale Degrees:

Song Chords: | I

i i @V V)vi

ll‘j\

L) i 7) - 3
1243 5)¢5 6 5 32{1 “ ) 3 2 U 2) %
It rained all night the day I left, the wea-ther it was dry
I3 =V £15->
12 3 ) € 6.5 k) §! 2 {3 332 2 1 %
The sun so hot I froze to death, Su-san-na don’t you cry

]V >] =V >

2@ © 00 0000 3
Oh, Su-san-na, oh don’t you cry for me
S S VSO O S VO eV e 8 S EE—— >

1) 2{3 9 3

for I come from

G CD 2000000 :

Al-a-bam-a with a ban-jo on my knee.

Scale Degrees: Fretboard Toolbox pages:

Song Chords:

YouTube

C}ldn nel

Common Essential Complete
Major e Edition Edition
Keys |1]2]| 3 6 | V|V Page #'s Page #
G Major E Al B p|le|ri|a c| o |¢ 36 9
Amajor [All B |c# | D | E|F#|Gi|A|Bm [com|D| E |Fim| 710 13
C Major D|E G|A ¢ | on F| G 11-14 19
D Major n E | F# A| B |C D Fim | G A 15-18 25
E Major || € [} F# | G# B | c# E #m | A | B | c# 19-23 29

Learn more at www.frethoard-toolbox.com
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Contents

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star

Traditional

YouTube

Scale Degrees:

2 3 45 6 7[1

rool

Song Chords:

Channel

1)ii i @YV)vi

I {Y)—&D—)—«&! V) [ 50 Y.
) ( ) OOO:0 (B 0 C 1) T

Twin-kle, twin-kle, lit-tle star, how I won-der what you are

IO OC

Ll
= © F
up a-bove the world so high, like a dia-mond in the sky

-1 =V >] >IV > =V >
N2 :0 COO OO0 0 :

I () -

1 1 5 5

twin-kle, twin-kle, lit-tle star

()5 *

O OO OO0 =

how I won-der what you are.

Scale Degrees: Song Chords: Fretboard Toolbox pages:

Common Essential Complete
Major Edition Edition
Keys 123 |4 6 | [ \") Page #'s Page #

G Major Gl A | B |c|D]|E G sm | ¢ | D a 38 9

Amajor Al 8 |c# | D | E | Fe|Gi|A|Bm |com|D| E m| 7-10 13

C Major p|lelr|lGc|alB]c F| 6 | Ar 11-14 19

o Major [l E [t |G |A|B [ci]D|Em |F G| A |8 15-18 25

E Major E Ft |G#H| A | B |CH |D#) E | Fim | GHEm | A B CHm 19-23 29

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com 11 © 2015 Scott Sharp
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Table of YouTube

Quick Major Keg Decoder
(Decoder from Fretboard Toolbox Essential Editions)

Contents Channel

14 Major Keys: I-bVII chords (For TONS of popular, Major Key songs. Solos often use Major scale notes and/or
Major pentatonic scale notes for each key, and sometimes borrow notes from the corresponding Blues Keys).

Key (Root)
Essential | ii iii v Vv vi bvii CAPO
Edition p.# MAIJOR minor minor MAIOR | MAIOR minor | MAJOR CORNER
3-6 G Am Bm C D Em F E3, D5,C7
Ab Bbm Cm Db Eb Fm Gb G1,E4,06 |
7-10 A Bm CHm D E F#m G G2,65,07 |
Bb Cm Dm Eb F Gm Ab A1, G3, E6 {l
B CHm D#m E F# G#m A A2, G4, E7
11-14 C Dm Em F G Am Bb A3, G5 ||
c# D#m E#m F# G# A#m B C1, A4, G6 ||
Db Ebm Fm Gb Ab Bbm cb C1, A4, G6
15-18 D Em F#m G A Bm C C2, A5, G7 ‘l
Eb Fm Gm Ab Bb Cm Db D1, C3, A6
19-22 E F#m G#m A B CHm D D2, c4,A7 ||
3 Gm Am Bb [ Dm Eb E1, D3, C5 {l
F# G#m A#m B c# D#m E E2, D4, C6
Gb Abm Bbm Cb Db Ebm Fb E2, D4, C6
When you know the chords that make up the When players use capos, they most often use

keys of G, A, C, D, and E Major, shown in the white | chord shapes from the five Major keys in this
rows above, and you can think of those chords as edition (shown in white rows above). By using
Roman numerals (|, ii, iii, IV, etc.), then you can the Capo Corner on the right hand side of this
use this Quick Major Key Decoder to change songs Decoder, you can see what key capos change

from any one of those keys into another. This is chord shapes into. For example, if a guitarist is
called “transposing”, and | do this all the time to playing with a capo on the 5th fret, and they’re
change songs into better keys for my vocal range. using chord shapes from the key of D Major,

For example, if a song is in the key of G Major, (shown as “D5” in the Capo Corner), then they're
and the chords are G Major, E minor, C Major and actually playing in the key of G Major. By using a
then D Major, then | can see that it’s a I-vi-IV-V capo, and knowing the chords in G, A, C, D, and E
chord progression. If | want to play this chord Major, then a guitarist can literally play in any
progression in D Major, then by using this tool, Major key. Best of all, any instrument that you
| can see that the chord progression becomes can put a capo on works this exact same way too!

D Major, B minor, G Major, and then A Major. Go to www.fretboard-toolbox.com to download

Knowing which chords go together is one of the free pages from any Essential & Complete Editions

best kept secrets to figuring out songs on the fly! for a wide range of the coolest instruments!

Want more? Fretboard Toolbox “Complete Editions” show 19

. . © 2015 Scott Shar,
the chords and scales for all 14 Major, minor, & blues keys! oo
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