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Rev. Birda Ferguson
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2018 SESSION
Class of 2018
Sandy Archer
Vicky Lee
John Mark Wojcicki
Sandy Woolcock Patton

Class of 2019
Carl Erickson
Don Luques
Ryan Van Orden

Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons

2018 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2018
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

Class of 2019
Jen Bramley
Donna Erickson
Barbara Hall
Cynthia Luques

Class of 2020
Marge Conroy
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

2018 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Dan Gardner - 2018
Ginny Plumbo - 2019
Carl Erickson - Session Liaison
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Virginia Agens
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Richard
Bodycomb
Bramley Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Jim Chestnutt
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Lauren DelPlato
Lily Erickson
Glenn Ferguson
Maria & Garry
Ferguson,
Birda’s In-Laws
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Terry Gretchen
Cynthia
Hellerman
Dorothy Knauer
Judy Kolwicz
Dotty Landiak
Charles and
Vicky Lee
Mary Kate Lee

Howard Lisk
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Joy Ochs
Kirstin FergusonOliveros
(Birda’s
daughter)
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Edith Payton mother of
Sharon Heil
Alice Phoebus
Elizabeth
Robitsch
Lauren Scavo niece of Glenn
Ferguson
Shepherd Family
Muriel
Stellingwerf
Mark Tilney
Van Orden
Family
Pam Venturini
John Wojcicki

DATES TO REMEMBER: MAY 2018
2:
3:
5:
6:
8:
8:
10:
11:
12:
13:
15:
17:
19:
20:
22:
24:
27:
28:
31:

Yarn Girls - 1:00 pm, Conference Room
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Spring Clean-up Day for church grounds! – 8:00 am – Noon
Worship – 10:00 am; Communion; Sunday School/Confirmation
Newton Presbytery Meeting –Johnsonburg Camp – 4:00 pm
PLEFF Dinner Don Jose’s, 124 Rte 46, Netcong, NJ - 6:00 pm
(Carpooling is available)
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Deacons Clothing Drive – 8:30 – 10:00 am
Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am, Chapel
Worship – 10:00 am; Sunday School/Confirmation
Session Meeting – 6:30 pm, Conference Room
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Clean-up Day Rain Date (see May 5th)
Ladies’ breakfast - 9:00 am, River Star Diner, Rte 57
Worship – 10:00 am; Communion; Pentecost—wear RED!
Colofonia Youth String Concert – Chapel, 12:30 pm
Deacons Meeting – 6:30 pm, Conference Room
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Worship – 10:00 am; Sunday School; Trinity Sunday
Memorial Day Parade –
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,
The Lord is Risen—still! The season of Easter continues to
May 20th when we will see RED throughout the Sanctuary! The
theme of new life in Christ’s Resurrection will turn to new life in the
Church as Jesus’ followers received the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Since 2010, we’ve been “redding-up” the sanctuary for the
Holy Spirit on Pentecost Sunday. (Thank you, western
Pennsylvanians, for the phrase “redd-up” which, translated, means
“get ready” for something special.)
The “something special” is Pentecost Sunday, on May 20th
this year. We will observe Pentecost by wearing red, receiving the
Confirmation Class, and celebrating the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper.
The story of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the believers in
Jerusalem is told in “Acts,” chapter 2, in the New Testament. It is
described as being “like a wind” and “like tongues of fire” which
touched each person there. Jesus’ followers, who had been staying
behind closed doors, were moved to go outside and tell the story
of Jesus, the Resurrection, and the God who made it all possible!
We are here because the Holy Spirit continues to touch us
with the love and truth of God, and inspires us to take the Good
News to everyone in need of hope, courage, forgiveness, and
healing.
Help us decorate the sanctuary, er, I mean “redd-up” the
sanctuary Saturday, May 19th at 10 a.m. It’s fun, and we’ll enjoy
pizza after. Then “redd” yourself up Sunday as we continue the
Pentecost tradition!
I’ll be watching for you!

Birda Buzan Ferguson, Pastor

APRIL 2017 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include any
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
March
Year to Date
Income
$18,565.41
$52,559.28
Expenses Paid
$21,437.79
$54,791.78
Net Operating Income/
($2,872.38)
($2,232.50)
Deficit
Amount Needed from
$0.00
$0.00
Endowment
At the end of March, there was $4,034.27 in invoices received and
pending obligations due in April.
These expenses were for credit card
charges, oil, insurance, internet,
phone, office supplies, grounds care,
pastor deferred, Presbytery OGHS,
programs, payroll fees and worship.
The 2018 Per Capita is $35.00 for
each of the 217 members of our
Church.
The total amount due in
2018 is $7,595.00 or $632.92
monthly.
In March, $709.00 was
received for the Per Capita bringing
t h e t o t a l r e c e i ve d i n 2 0 1 8 t o
$3,218.00 or 42% of the annual
amount due.
Contact Al Ravo if you have any
questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

CHOIR NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO
May 6: Soloist
May 13: All Night, All Day-Sr. Choir
Hip, Hip Hooray-Little Lights Sunday School Choir
Our Senior Choir sings an anthem charged with gospel-style
excitement, making this traditional spiritual come alive with
energy and style.
Our Little Lights Sunday School Choir sings for the last time
during this school year. They sing Mary Rice Hopkins’ delightful
song about creation.
May 20 When He Came-Sr. Choir
Sounds of Pentecost-Joyful Noise Ringers
The Senior Choir sings an anthem by composer Ruth Schram,
who has captured the Wind of God in this sensitive setting for
Pentecost.
Our Joyful Noise Ringers play for their last time during this
school year, playing a piece written to help them learn about
what Pentecost means, and also teaching them some new music
techniques.
May 27: America, The Beautiful- Sr. Choir
American Medley-FPCH Ringers
As our two adult choirs , the Sr.
Choir and the FPCH Ringers end
this year’s season, and head
into their well-deserved
“summer hiatus”, it has become
a tradition at FPCH to celebrate
our nation on this Memorial Day
weekend. The Senior Choir will
be singing America, the
Beautiful, and our FPCH Ringers
Chime Choir plays a challenging arrangement that skillfully
combines “God of our Fathers”, “America The Beautiful”, and
“My Country ’Tis of Thee”.

PER CAPITA REMINDER
THANK YOU to those who have already made your 2018 per
capita contribution ($35.00) to the church. If you have not yet done
so, please use the blue envelope in your pledge box. Or use a white
envelope and label it “per capita” and place it in the collection plate
during worship. Please include your name if you are paying with cash.

A Hearty Thank You
from Muriel Stellingwerf
“Thank You to all those who said prayers, sent cards, called, visited,
and remembered me during my recent hospital stay and recovery.
Your kind words and visits were very therapeutic and helped me to
stay in high spirits.
Always, Muriel

THANK YOU!
Have you noticed the lovely stained-glass crosses on the windows as
you enter the church from the parking lot? They were generously
donated by the Ratti Family—Katy, Stephen, and Christopher.

ALL ABOARD THE VBS EXPRESS!
Would you and/or your children like to be part of the FPCH float
in the Memorial Day parade on May 28? We welcome people to
help us publicize our Vacation Bible School, being held this year
from July 30-August 3. We will be handing out fliers and railroad
themed temporary
tattoos to parade
goers, and would
love to have your
help! Please join
us after church on
May 27 as we
decorate our float,
and on May 28 as
we spread the
message, inviting
people aboard the
VBS Express!
And be sure to grab a registration form for your kids, and invite
friends and neighbors as well!

ATTENTION MUSIC LOVERS!
The Sussex County Oratorio Society presents a concert of
“night-themed” choral music Sunday, May 6, 2018, at 2:30 pm
at the First United Methodist Church, 111 Ryerson
Avenue, Newton, New Jersey. General Admission
is $15, Seniors and Students, $10. Visit their
website: www.sussexoratorio.org.
Our own Deb Gulick Shepherd is a member of the choir!

MAY 2018 GREETERS:
6 MAY
13 MAY

Linda Burroughs
Beverly Saunders
Mike and Jessica McDonagh

20 MAY

Jan Courtright and Diane Hull

27 MAY

Marge Conroy
Frank McCabe

ATTENTION BASEBALL FANS!

THANKS TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
PARENTS AND TEACHERS!
I want to extend my gratitude to our Sunday School teachers and
the parents of our Sunday School students for your help and
cooperation in bringing music into the lives of your children!
Without you and your commitment and dedication, we wouldn’t
have the joy of seeing our children singing and playing for the
Glory of God! Have a great summer, and both the Little Lights
Sunday School Choir, and the Joyful Noise Ringers will begin
again in September!

JOYFUL NOISE RINGERS PERFORM
AT FPCH ON APRIL 15

If you would enjoy an afternoon of live baseball without the fuss and
worry of driving to New York or Philly, this might be the answer!
“LEHIGH VALLEY IRON PIGS GAME”
The place is Allentown, PA. The day is Sunday, June 3rd at 1:35 p.m.
The cost is $11/person with a $2
credit for food or concessions.
Family and friends are welcome!
Sign up at Church to indicate
whether you will need
transportation or to carpool.
Contact Chris Roguso for more
details: 908-421-4300.

THE JOYFUL NOISE RINGERS, LED BY MUSIC DIRECTOR, MRS. RAVO,
PERFORMS BEFORE THE CONGREGATION.
PHOTO COURTESY OF
MARYANN SIMMONS.

IN HONOR OF MOTHER’S DAY
“Why Mothers Cry”
“Why are you crying?” he asked his mom.
“Because I’m a mother,” she tole him.
“I don’t understand,” he said.

His mom just hugged him and said, “You never will!”

Later the little boy asked his father why his mother seemed to cry for no reason.
“All mothers cry for no reason,” was all his dad could say.

The little boy grew up and became a man, still wondering why mothers cry.
So he ﬁnally put in a call to God and when God got on the phone
the man said, “God, why do mothers cry so easily?”

God said, “You see, son, when I made mothers they had to be special.
I made their shoulders strong enough to carry the weight
of the world, but gentle enough to give comfort.

I gave them inner strength to endure childbirth

and the rejection that many times comes from their children.
I gave them a hardiness that allows them to keep going
when everyone else gives up,

and to take care of their families through

sickness and fatigue without complaining.

I gave them the sensitivity to love their children under all circumstances,
even when their child has hurt them very badly.

This same sensitivity helps them to make a child’s boo-boo feel better
and helps them share a teenager’s anxieties and fears.
I gave them a tear to shed.

It’s theirs exclusively to use whenever it’s needed.
Its their only weakness.

It’s a tear for mankind.
A special thank you to Sandy Lindstedt for providing this poem for publication

Sharing God’s Bounty
WHAT’S THE WORRY?
Jesus knows our nature. He knows we’re prone to worry. Perhaps that’s
why he warned:
“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important
than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than
they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his
life?” (Matthew 6:25-27)
In spite of these words of both admonition and assurance, Christians still
tend to worry. Sometimes worry about the ability to provide for our
families takes over our lives to such an extent that it guides our
thoughts and actions. We put off giving to the Lord through our church –
“temporarily,” we say – until we feel secure in our financial situations.
Life, as you know, seems to throw one crisis after another at us, and,
often, that financial security never comes.
We have the same worry when it comes to serving. We complain that we
just don’t have time. We work long hours, and then we have
commitments to our families. How can we go to meetings or make
meals for a family whose mom is sick?
Later, we tell God and even ourselves. Later, when the college tuitions
are paid and the kids are out of the house. Then we’ll have time and
money. But then, after all that hard work, don’t I deserve to get away
and take a nice, long cruise?
We reap what we sow, we read in 2 Corinthians 9:6. What are you
sowing? Proverbs 11:18 reads,
“He who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.” Matthew 6:19-21
records Jesus’ words, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
Earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where moth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where you treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Is it forgetfulness of God’s promises or lack of faith that keeps us stuck
in this pattern of giving all for our physical, temporal lives instead of
storing up treasures in Heaven. Take God at his Word: give generously,
serve without reward, take time to help others, and watch him satisfy
your every need.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission. ● www.parishpublishing.org

STEWARDSHIP –
SUMMER OFFICE SUPPLIES DRIVE
Hi everyone! Last summer, our Stewardship project benefitted our
local community. We collected non-perishable food products from our
congregation members to support local food pantries such as the
NORWESCAP FOOD BANK. It was VERY successful!
Our aim this summer is to help offset costs to the church for
office supplies, such as printer ink and copy paper
(which are major expenses) as well as any other
items (even toilet paper!) needed for use by the
church and office staff.
Our goal is to have folks purchase STAPLES gift
cards in any
amount they
desire and bring
them to the
Chapel where we
will have summer worship.
If you can’t get to STAPLES to
purchase the cards, you can write a
check to First Presbyterian Church for a
desired amount and indicate it is for the STAPLES gift card. The funds
will be collected to purchase the cards
which can be used by the pastor or church
staff throughout the year.
Arrangements will be made for the secure
collection and maintenance of the cards
until they are used. Your gifts are
considered donations to the church.
Thank you! From - your Stewardship
Team

THE PENTECOST OFFERING
“Building a Life of Faith” - 2018 Pentecost Offering theme.
This year, 2018, is the 20th Anniversary Year of building lives
of faith and building the church of the future through the Pentecost
Offering!
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the arrival of
the Holy Spirit as a bringer of new life with an Offering that
nurtures the faith of children, youth, and young adults.
As one of the four Special Offerings of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), the Pentecost Offering unites us in a church-wide
effort to support young people in Christ and inspire them to share
their faith, ideas, and unique gifts with the church and the world.
Where does the Pentecost Offering go?
40% stays with this congregation to develop and support
programs for young people in our won church and community. This
year, we are giving our 40% to “Scoutreach,” a program
through which Scouting is committed to making sure that all young
people have an opportunity to join Scouting, regardless of their
circumstances, neighborhood, or ethnic background.
25% supports Young Adult Volunteers, who serve
communities around the world, growing as leaders through
Christian service.
25% supports Ministries with Youth guiding our youth by
uniting them in Christ and lifting them up as leaders and
messengers of God’s word.
10% is devoted to children at-risk to improve education and
provide safe havens.
We will dedicate the Pentecost Offering Sunday, May 20.
“God, from my youth you have taught me.” Psalm 71: 17

MEDICAL MISSION TRIP
2:
The Newton-Nairobi
Partnership Team of Newton
Presbytery is looking for
healthcare professionals from
presbytery congregations who
might be interested in
traveling to Kenya this July
2018.
Led by Partnership
Coordinator Reverend Harold
Johnson, they would spend 5
days serving at the
Partnership’s Kasasule
Health Centre and in
surrounding villages and
schools. Following this
important and, in some cases,

life-changing work, the mission
team members will experience
an extraordinary three-day flysafari in the Masai Mara
National Reserve.
They are looking for
physicians, nurses, dentists,
nurse practitioners, orthopedic
clinicians, opticians,
ophthalmologists, and others
in the health care professions
who hear the call of the Holy
Spirit to serve God’s children
in Kenya.
Check with Pastor Birda
Ferguson to receive a flyer
with more information!

GET READY FOR FPCH’S
CLOTHING DRIVE
The Deacons will once again be sponsoring their annual clothing
drive in an effort to raise funds for the church. Please be sure to
drop off any unwanted clothing, socks, shoes, belts, and other
accessories, as well as any stuffed animals, bedding, and curtains
for the drive which will take place on May 11th. Please put all
items in large trash bags before 10 am as the truck arrives for
pickup promptly at 10. As always, thank you for your time in
supporting our efforts.
The Deacons

6:
8:
10:
11:
17:
22:
23:
24:
25:
26:
30:

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Jessica Dartnell
Ava Snyder
John Mark Wojcicki
Donald Luques
Nellie Creagar
Charles Lee
Gabriel Roguso
Brian Wallace
Carol Hammell
John O’Brien
Carol Spitzer
Lauren DelPlato
Heather Melendez
Austin Stone
Meg Slachetka

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
10: Scott & Donna
Annunziata
15: Jeff & Suzanne Raphaels
Chris & Sara Kshatri
19: Mark & Winnie
Slachetka
20: Jeff & Kim Newton
21: Michael & Ginny Plumbo
23: Dan & Linda Gardner
28: Anthony & Eileen Curcio
30: Ted & Brenda Zellars

TOP TEN SPRING ACTIVITIES

DID YOU KNOW?…

Now that Spring is in full swing, here is a list of activities to perform
to enjoy the warmth and sunshine.
1. Read a book in the back yard or on the
porch.
2. Write a letter to a friend you haven’t seen
in a while.
3. Take a hike with a neighbor or family member.

During the 1960s an annex to the 1860s church was proposed and
built. Originally the upstairs (now Heaven Sent Nursery School)
was used as Sunday School classes as the Chapel (or Sunday
School as we called it) was filled. There was a thrift shop in what
is now the downstairs kitchen area. The Pastor’s Study
encompassed the current secretary’s office and study. Over the
years the current music room has been a parlor, a meeting room,
and a music room. The current conference room was the church
secretary’s office. The downstairs Youth Room has remained an
open area.

4. Buy new clothes to give your self esteem a boost (be sure to
purchase bright or vibrant colors).
5. Organize your home. Start with the shed and the garage and
then work your way into your home one room at a time. You’ll feel
as rejuvenated as the rooms look.
6. Go on a golf outing with your buddies.
7. Go to the park for a picnic. Enjoy the breeze upon your face.
8. Go see a movie at the drive-in.
9. Ladies, treat yourself to a manicure and pedicure. Men, go get a
clean shave at the barber shop. It will make you feel pampered.
10. Go fishing and then watch the sunset on the lake.
Enjoy these activities as you get ready for the new season.
be well worth the effort.

It will

A Note from the Editor
Hello.
Spring has finally arrived and the weather is finally
beginning to cooperate. The flowers are already in bloom and
we are about to encounter the warmer temperatures. Now is the
time to consider some outdoor activities for yourself and the
family. It is also a time to ponder ways you can help others who
may need your assistance.
This Spring, spring into action and perform a good deed for
others. I guarantee it will make you feel good.
Have a wonderful May and I look forward to seeing you in
church.
Prayerfully,
MaryAnn Simmons, Editor

