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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

This Month’s Meeting
January 22, 2015
Tiffany Latino
American Federation of Aviculturists
Check out our:
Website: https://www.recbc.net
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RECBC/
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Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive,
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and
Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway,
Exit from 101

4th Thursday
of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7pm

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for
Commercial Ads and glenti@comcast.net
for Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

PRESIDENT
Donna Shadowens (15)
(415) 254-1711
donnarose09@gmail.com

Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (15)
(707) 869-1229
stewball4@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Club Librarian
Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269

SECRETARY
Chloe Jane Baskin (15)
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Pat Delaplane (707) 326-2393
delaplane@yahoo.com

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (16)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Photography
Chloe Baskin
Raffle

Karen Simonaitis

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
George A Lentini (16)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini
Website
Pat Delaplane

Karen Simonaitis (16)
(707) 800-7955
ksbutton2@yahoo.com

Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Cliff Hutto (16)
(707) 546-5755
huttocliff@hotmail.com

Calendar of Events
Jan - AFA representative will speak and a Discussion input from members
February, Bonnie Zimmermann, Indonesian Parrot Project
March, Linda Fischer, Bird Behaviorist
April, Cher Trandly, Presentation on birds in Africa
May, Garth Gordon Hokanson, Outing
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Calendar of Events:
UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2015..
*January, AFA representative will speak. We will
have about 30-45 minutes to discuss a few important topics
1) Finding someone responsible to care for your
flock when you go away on vacation,
2) Non-toxic cleaning supplies for our homes,
3) Parrots Bill of Rights, written by Stewart Metz
( a free copy for everyone who attends), along
with an Emergency Form to place on your refrigerator or door
4) Cleaning Cages...why it's so important to
clean cages daily
5) Safety in our homes for our feathered friends
6) Open discussion
*February, Bonnie Zimmermann, Indonesian Parrot
Project
*March, Linda Fischer, Bird Behaviorist
*April, Cher Trandly, presentation on birds in Africa
*Outings: Garth Gordon Hokanson in May
Lyon Ranch in July
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Program of the Month
January 22nd
Tiffany Latino AFA
Tiffany Latino was introduced to the bird world at the
young age of 16 when her grandfather Bill Whitten and her
mother Sharon Garsee, opened “The Bird Shop” in Sacramento, CA. She was a part-time employee during her high
school years. She was the store manager for over 20 years
and purchased the business from her mother in January,
2013.
She has been actively involved in aviculture as a member
of Capitol City Bird Society, Delegate, State Coordinator
and Lifetime member of the
American Federation of Aviculture, Avicultural Society of
America and the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council. Tiffany has been recognized as a valued supporter and fundraiser. She has been instrumental in getting the bird world
involved in legislative causes on both the State and Federal level.
Always interested in learning she has completed AFA’s
Fundamentals of Aviculture courses as well as PIJAC’s Certified Avian Specialist and attends lectures as often as
possible.
Tiffany lives with her husband of 33 years, Tony and has 2
adult children and 4 grandchildren. She has many pets including a Yellow Nape Amazon, 2 Hawkheaded Parrots a
White Face Cockatiel, cats & dogs
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HELP SUPPORT YOUR CLUB AND GET COOL STUFF
Our logo is in beautiful color on these coffee mugs - only $10
each

And these totes are spacious and sturdy with a pocket. Our logo
looks great in black. These would make nice gifts especially
since now you need to take a bag with you to the store – also
$10 each.

These are quality preshrunk T-shirts with a little black logo on the front
and a “tastefully” large black logo on the back. Short sleeves are $15
and we have multiple sizes and colors.

You can order by calling Donna at 415-254-1711 and make arrangements to either pick up at the next meeting or pick up at her house or
have the items mailed (will have to charge for postage).
7

Birdkeeping Naturally EB Cravens January ‘15
“Precau ons Concerning Handfed Parrot Chick Stun ng”
Part I
I once spent an intensive two days as speaker and counselor at
a large commercial pet household pet and bird mart. It was a
wonderful me networking with pet owners, answering quesons about nutri on and natural methods of parrotkeeping, and
handing out wri en material about pet bird quality of care.
One issue, however, came up again and again; and coupled
with serious observa on I have been making the past few years, I
feel it should be wri en about. There were quite a few undersized pet psi acines to be seen there, a vast majority of them
incubator-hatched babies fed from 'day one.' Macaws were the
most common, but also cockatoos, Amazons, and the occasional
conure. This is 2015 and parrot breeders, pet stores and the buying public need to give a en on to stop this long standing problem.
With so many popular books on incuba on methods and baby
parrot neonate husbandry, there are many beginning aviculturists or established facili es which are doing things much the
same way they have always been done—i.e. taking the eggs or
very young unfeathered chicks away from the breeding hens to
hatch and feed them ar ficially. In some cases, this works out
fine, but where the novice reads the guidebook less than thoroughly, or where corners are cut in the handfeeding process, the
results can o en be malnourished, undersized, stunted parrot
babies.
And believe me, there are literally dozens of them coming on
to the pet market, so it pays to be cau ous.
Most expert aviculturists know that the best possible start to
be given a domes cally-hatched psi acine chick is to be fed by
its parents for at least 17-28 days or more. At that stage, the
cri cal internal forma on of the bird has climaxed and the bird's
(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

body growth begins to accelerate at a great rate. Eyes are open
and well-formed without the stress of too much early light.
Brain, lungs, kidneys, and liver are all developed. Immune system
resistance to threats is mostly taken care of by the parents’ regurgita on of natural flora.
Chicks fed by humans from day one incubator hatching frequently have slower growth curves, and if adequate steps are
not taken, the parrot may never recover its full development. In
addi on, if a keeper does not keep daily weight charts and compare them with professional data, he or she may not even know
that the baby bird is undersized and malnourished.
Un l one has fed many chicks of a certain species, one cannot
possibly intuit what is op mum growth rate. Much of the trend
to pulling eggs and buying an incubator comes from breeders too
inexperienced, or too impa ent to teach their hens to set well,
hatch, and feed their chicks. Young parrot pairs who make mistakes their first me or two as 'teenage' breeders are labeled as
'incompetent' and transi oned into being ‘egg factories’ while
the breeder dooms himself to round-the-clock feedings and onesided pets totally impressed upon humans. Many people are trying to breed parrots at ages well before their op mal breeding
age, but that is another story.
I received a call recently from a man who wanted to buy an
incubator to hatch his sun conure chicks because the 18-month
old hen was making mistakes. I mean, sun conures when handled
well are usually excellent, prolific caring parents! There is absolutely no reason to incubate sun eggs from a healthy experienced pair of sun conures.
Now, the reason one sees so many stunted macaw pets is that
keepers do not run enough nutri ous formula calories through
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

2-4 hours empty crop 'down me' each day. Over an 8-12 week
handfeeding period that results in a stunted bird.
feeding intervals, and birds are forced on to 4, 6, 8, and 12 hour
schedules prematurely. Some keepers who insist on ge ng a full
-nights’ sleep leave babies with empty crops for 1½ to 2 hours
every morning for weeks. Add to that the mes the bird emp es
and goes 15-30 minutes before being re-fed and you have some
2-4 hours empty crop 'down me' each day. Over an 8-12 week
handfeeding period that results in a stunted bird.
Furthermore, many aviculturists who have fed a few blue and
gold or greenwing macaws assume that they have the know-how
to handfeed and raise a hyacinthine macaw. When the larger
Hyacinthine is fed, raised and weaned much like its smaller cousins, it turns out 10-20% undersized. Just go to the bird marts and
look at the Hyacinths o en oﬀered for sale—huge heads, huge
feet, small chest and poorly muscled psi acines
Hyacinthine nutri onal needs are diﬀerent. Many of the commercial formulas on the market need to be for fied in the home
with say, macadamia nuts, crushed and ground, or organic
shelled sunflower seeds, not to men on other micro-ingredients
for op mum growth to be the result. This is normally true during
late growth up to weaning, not in the earliest stages of hand
feeding. We had raised dozens of blue and golds, scarlets, etc.
before a emp ng our first hyacinthine, yet we s ll had phone
numbers of four hyacinth experts to call for advice... and did we
use them! Our first big blue turned out huge, gentle, beau ful,
and able to fly, but it was the help we received in consulta on
that made the diﬀerence.
A good rule is if you have not raised a baby or more of a certain species, then ask for help and advice from another breeder
experienced with that species.
Happy New Year, EB
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REFRESHMENTS
Members Please Bring FOOD!
We all like to snack at our meetings.
Bring that bag of cookies or chocolate that you’re afraid
to keep at home and let your fellow club members gain the pounds!
The range of last names to bring snacks will be A-K for
January 22rd!

Remember to Bring Raffle Items
Thank you.
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Happy January fellow bird friends!
Hello and hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday season!!!
2015 is here...thank you and goodbye 2014...
Thank you to everyone who attended the November Meeting.
What a fun time had by all. We had time to eat, have a discussion, enjoyed the White Elephant Gift Giving, and we all enjoyed
Bill Gurnie's new addition to his flock...Mr. Sidney, a wonderfully
loving Moluccan.
Starting off this year, we are inviting "ALL" members to participate in meetings. If you need a ride, let me know. If you want
to call in or conference in on the meetings, let me know. If you
want to be a presentor to share something wonderful to others,
let me know. If you don't like how the meetings are run, please
let me know. I am open and flexible to change my way/s of running meetings. ALL members are welcome to attend Board
Meetings as well..held at 6pm, right before the regular meetings.
A reminder...
Wear your t-shirt to meetings..your name will be put into
a drawing for a prize at each meeting.
Promotional Item Sale: Mugs 1 for $8.00 or 2 for
$15.00
Check out our website and friend us on Facebook
A free mug...when you sponsor a new member, you will
receive a club mug.
Pelican Dreams...is about wildness: An enchanting new
documentary that follows a wayward California brown
pelican from her "arrest" on the Golden Gate Bridge to
her rehabilitation at San Rafael's own WildCare. How
close can we get to a wild animals without taming or
harming them? Why do we need wildness in our lives,
and how can we protect them? Documentary by Director: Judy Irving, 80 minutes...a must see! Opened October 24th in theaters....soon out on DVD.
This year we are providing more time at each meeting for
members to get to know one another and for members to
participate.
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Articles of interest....please send me articles you would
like to have included in the newsletter to share
with others.
Let's plan on a fundraiser for an organization somewhere
that might need toys, pellets, etc. I suggest we kick off
the fundraising for February...The organization will be
decided by your vote at the meeting on January 22nd. If
you are unable to attend, please let me know if you have
a bird organization worthy of our club helping!
Once again I appreciate your suggestions and comments on
how and what you want for the club. Please continue to
email or call me:
donnarose09@gmail.com/415.254.1711

THE FEATHER FARM, INC
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the birds to develop full-sized parrots. Crops are incompletely
filled, allowed to empty over and over again between too-long
Continued on page #)

feeding intervals, and birds are forced on to 4, 6, 8, and 12 hour
schedules prematurely. Some keepers who insist on ge ng a full
-nights’ sleep leave babies with empty crops for 1½ to 2 hours
every morning for weeks. Add to that the mes the bird emp es
and goes 15-30 minutes before being re-fed and you have some
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MINUTES OF THE BOARD
DECEMBER 16, 2014
PRESENT: Chloe Baskin, Pat Delaplane, Cliﬀ Hu o, Linda
Karnstedt, George Len ni, Donna Shadowens, Karen Simonai s,
Mee ng: Began at 6:00 p.m.
Due to the rain, the Mee ng was held by Conference Call.
First on the Agenda was a discussion about sending out a Newsle er in December. We concluded that the Newsle er would
remain at an 11-month distribu on, and that it would not be
sent our in December, but would resume in January.
Pat has volunteered to assist with the edi ng and produc on of
the Newsle er. Thank you so much, Pat! There will be an eﬀort
to get the produc on complete in the early days of the upcoming
months.
Comments were made about the changing the length and contents of the pages so that it would be more interes ng to members.
In January, our speaker will be a member of ASA.
Board mee ngs will con nue to be an hour before the General
mee ngs each month. Members are always welcome to a end.
There was a ques on as to whether Western Farm is s ll giving
members a 5% discount. George said they were, but has oﬀered
to check on this for us.
We then discussed our policy toward reimbursemet for guest
speakers who travel long distances. It was concluded that we
would con nue to oﬀer speakers a $75 Speaker's fee. For members who give a presenta on, they get a years' free membership!
The mee ng adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
Respec ully submi ed by Chloe Baskin
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RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies

Information for safe and non-toxic cleaning
products for birds:
♦ Vinegar and water
♦ Dawn detergent and water
♦ ORANGE TKO, Organic/Super Concentrated
Cleaner: This product will last a very long time
and it's very safe for cleaning cages, counters,
stoves, bathrooms, floors, etc.
orangetko.com: 16oz $20-22; 64oz $54-59
If it smells like something chemically…
it probably is not good for you or your birds!
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Treasurer’s Report
INCOME

November

Membership
Raffle
Advertising in Newsletter
Donations/cust apprec

$
$
$
$

0.00
0.00
5.00
50.00

Income Total:

$

55.00

Newsletter Printing
Postage
Expense Total:

$
$
$

86.24
49.00
135.24

Beginning Bank Balance:

$ 1,760.25

Ending Bank Balance:

$ 1,582.57

EXPENSES

No Expenses or Income in December

“One of the key things to socializing a bird is
simply playing with your bird. “
Support our additional Sponsors!
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
Fresh Farm Eggs - $4.00 per doz. available at meetings

In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net
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2015 ELECTIONS…
Officers and Board Members
I have nominated Pat Delaplane to be the Committee
Chairperson to oversee the ballots for voting.
If you would like to serve as an officer or on the board; please
feel free to nominate yourself.
Voting will begin in February.
1. Board of Directors
A. Shall be elected by the general membership annually at March
meeting, to be installed at April meeting.
2. Officers
A. President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer shall be elected
by the Board of Directors annually at the
April Board Meeting.
3. Term of Office
A. Board members shall serve as many consecutive terms as they wish.
4. Election Procedures
A. No later than December of each year the Board President shall appoint a member in good standing to serve
as Chairperson of the Nominating Committee for the election of Board
Members for ensuing the year. The
President shall declare the nominations will open at the January
meeting.
B. The nomination committee shall submit candidate names to the
membership, not later than the February
meeting, when nominations will be closed for the new Board Candidates.
C. The Chairperson shall prepare a ballot for distribution in the
monthly bulletin. This ballot shall list the
names the nomination committee presented as well as those nominated at the regular meeting and also
space for write-in candidates.
D. Ballots are to be returned to the Chairperson, either by mail or in
person no later than the March meeting, at
which time they need to be tallied and results presented to the general membership. Ballots may be mailed
to the P.O. Box and received no later than the Monday prior the to
general meeting.
E. Installation of Board members are presented of new officers shall
take place at April meeting.
F. Upon termination of membership on the Board, all persons shall
return Club property to the secretary.
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$35.00

$30.00

$30.00

$25.00

$25.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Game birds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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