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Mark your calendar: LMKA Meeting!
When: December 4, 2018 at 6:30 pm
Where: Boy Scout SeaBase, MM73.8 Bayside
Administration Building, 2nd floor
Who: Seth Lawless, Village Manager
Join us and learn about what the Village has accomplished in the last year and what we can look
forward to in the coming year.
If you have questions or concerns that you think we should discuss with the Village manager,
please send us an email so we can let him know in advance what is most important to our
members. .. Sea Oats Beach, real estate taxes, Anne’s Beach, the Fill, the environment, affordable
housing, vacation rentals, building regulations, sea level concerns, bike path, noise, growth issues?
Mr. Lawless has proven to be a definitive source for our questions and concerns…. interested and
capable of helping us understand the Village processes.

Future LMKA Meetings—2019
In order to assure that we have a great opportunity to learn more about the issues facing Lower Matecumbe and our
community in general we are planning some great meetings for 2019. We’d love your input as we develop a
schedule. What would you like to see scheduled?

•

Meeting with representatives from the Department of Transportation and local officials to discuss
improvements at Sea Oats Beach and the Fill?

•

Guided trolley tour of Lower Matecumbe to learn more about our history?

•

Program about the disposition of Alligator Light by the government?

•

Educational program—turtles, manatees, crocodiles, iguanas, or coral?

•

Another social gathering at Robbies or other location?
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Make-up of Village Council will be changing, at least slightly!
But to reach the council, no matter which candidates are elected, email Village Clerk, Kelly Toth, at
clerk@islamorada.fl.us and ask her to distribute your email to the council.

Councilman
Jim Mooney

Councilwoman
Cheryl Meads

Vice Mayor
Deb Gillis

Islamorada Council

Mayor
Chris Sante

Councilman
Mike Forster

Village elections are non-partisan, making it
easier to work together!

November 6, 2018 election all seats on the Village Council are up
for grabs. Four of the five council members filed to run for reelection and of the four, only Cheryl Meads had opponents:
former councilman, Dave Purdo as well as LPA chairman Pete
Bacheler. Ken Davis and Eric Carlson filed for seat 4 now
occupied by Chris Sante, who did not run.
At one time Lower Matecumbe had three members of LMKA on
the Village Council. Currently there are three council members
from Plantation Key and two from Upper Matecumbe.
Islamorada’s village council voted 4-1 to add a referendum
onto November’s ballot, so residents can decide if the council
should have 4-year staggered terms starting in 2020.

Be sure to vote!

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality of
life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Website: LMKA.org

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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The Boat Parade is Coming…. Sign up Now
The 5th Annual Lower Matecumbe Lighted Boat Parade is scheduled for December 8. It is opened to
anyone who wants to participate…. with a boat, kayak, paddle board, Jet Ski or intertube. The vessel just
has to have lights on it. Or just enjoy the sights and sounds from the sidelines! It has been so much fun to
watch in the past. You won’t want to miss it. Spread the word.
Line up of boats will be at 5 pm outside the mouth of Port Antigua on the bay. The parade will come into
Port Antigua about 5:30, travel down the main canal into the basin just off U.S. One at Lobster Walk. After
circling the basin several times the boats will continue into some of the other Port Antigua canals.

Please contact Ann Haber at aoaklee@aol.com now if you plan to light up your
boat and join in. If less than 8 boats sign up, the event will be cancelled! Don’t let
that happen—sign up soon.

Historic Building… New Use!
The 55 year old restaurant at MM80.9 oceanside is
being renovated. Locals will surely remember a great
meal they have had at this local spot which over the
years has been the Fisherman’s Kettle, Uncles, Oo-Tray.
Soon Chef Rolf Felhauer and Michael Choido will be
opening a Tuna’s here.
The original Tuna’s is a popular North Miami Beach restaurant. The Islamorada
menu will be similar to the North Miami Beach menu with some variations. No opening
date has been set. Read about Tuna’s: http://www.tunasseafoodrestaurant.com/

During recent renovations, paint on the front of the building was removed,
uncovering some surprises about the history of the building. The building was
apparently a real estate office where oceanfront lots could be bought for $6,000
at Islandia, a city that incorporated, but never materialized in the northern Keys.
Islandia is located on the islands of Elliott Key and other nearby keys, such as Totten
Key. It was the only municipality in the Florida Keys not located in Monroe County.
The population was 18 at the 2010 Census. Most residents of the city were National
Park Service employees.

In the 2010 Primary Election, the Miami-Dade County Commission was empowered
via a charter amendment to abolish Islandia. On December 6, 2011, Miami-Dade
County Commissioners unanimously approved an ordinance to abolish the city, with
final action to be taken after a public hearing. Following a public hearing, the
ordinance abolishing Islandia received final approval on March 6, 2012, and took
effect on March 16, 2012.

Anne’s Beach: Concerned about a possible cash-flow problem caused by the lengthy wait for Federal Emergency Management
Agency reimbursements for Hurricane Irma damage, a $7.5 million line of credit with Centennial Bank was approved unanimously by
the Village Council. Most of the borrowed funds will have a 2.9 percent interest rate.

Council members Deb Gillis and Cheryl Meads objected when Village Finance Director Maria Bassett cited the Anne’s Beach
boardwalk reconstruction, scheduled for this fiscal year, as an example of projects that could be funded with the loan money. In
addition to state grants, Islamorada’s share of the Anne’s Beach repair was cited as about $900,000.
“I didn’t know we were borrowing money for Anne’s Beach,” Gillis said. “I do think it’s important to get the beach back up and
running, but you have to be fiscally responsible.”
Meads agreed, “There’s nothing wrong with letting Anne’s Beach sit until we get around to it. … I don’t agree with using that line of
credit for the beach. You have to be careful what you use it for.”
Staff agreed to hold off on committing money to the beach repairs.
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Lower Matecumbe’s Red Light District!
It’s the Sea Turtles!
For millions of years female sea
turtles have been coming ashore to
lay their eggs on beaches. In the past,
baby turtles were guided to the
ocean by an instinct to travel away
from the dark silhouettes of the dune
vegetation and toward the brightest
horizon, which was the light from the
moon and the sky reflecting off of
the ocean.
Today, with highways and homes along the ocean, artificial lights
near the beach often deter females from nesting and disorient
hatchling sea turtles. These lights cause the hatchlings to travel
inland, away from the water, toward the bright lights, where they
often die from dehydration, are preyed upon by fire ants and crabs,
or sometimes crawl onto the road where they are run over by cars.
But red lights are turtle friendly lights. So if you wondered about the
red lights near Sea Oats Beach… that’s the answer!
There was great concern about how all the Hurricane Irma damage to
the shoreline would impact the turtle nesting season this year. The
good news… it was a great year for the turtles on Lower Matecumbe!
The local organization, Save-A-Turtle, does a great job of checking
for turtle nests each morning all summer long. They mark the nests
so that people will avoid the immediate area, and then monitor the
nests when they hatch, counting the number of nests, the species of
turtles, and how many hatchling made it to the ocean. They were
delighted to find that the beach at the south end of our island had
just as many nests this year as ever.
Sea Oats Beach once was a great place for the sea turtle nesting, but
as it has narrowed, the mama turtles have moved a bit south to the
wider beach in front of the homes on Sunset Drive.
Sea turtles are one of the Earth's most ancient creatures. The seven
species that can be found today have been around for 110 million
years, since the time of the dinosaurs. The sea turtle's shell, or
"carapace" is streamlined for swimming through the water. Unlike
other turtles, sea turtles cannot retract their legs and head into their
shells. Their color varies between yellow, greenish and black
depending on the species.
Sea turtle nesting grounds are limited exclusively to the Southeast
region of the U.S. They extend from the Florida Keys to Virginia on
the Atlantic Coast, and from Texas through Florida on the Gulf Coast.
Nesting season is late spring to early fall.

Click here for article from the Free Press about the nesting
season on Lower Matecumbe.

Click here to go to Save-a-Turtles website for helpful
information or to help save sea turtles! They do a
fabulous job!
We are also lucky to have a Sea Turtle Hospital in the
Keys (Marathon). If you haven’t visited you should.
What joy seeing the rescued turtles they’ve saved.
Some lessons from their website:

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. A plastic water bottle is
used for 5 minutes and is around for 500 years. A
study found that on average our oceans are littered
with 47,000 pieces of plastic per square mile!
Be a responsible boater. Avoid crossing seagrass
beds and be aware of your speed. Stay alert and look
for floating sea turtles. A floating sea turtle cannot
dive down fast enough to escape an oncoming boat.
Dispose of fishing line properly. Do not discard
fishing line in the water. Pick up fishing line if you see
it. Monofilament fishing line takes up to 600 years to
biodegrade and in that time will inevitably get caught
on something. Perhaps a sea turtle or bird.

Look at all the stuff
the turtle hospital
found that just one
sea turtle ingested!
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Are you willing to serve on the LMKA Board or help in other ways?
What better way to help improve our community than getting
involved, getting to know neighbors, and learning
the issues that impact our island and our area.
Let us know! Send a message to LMKANews@gmail.com

Let’s Take a Tour…. Exciting News
The Matecumbe Historical Trust has offered to provide a guided
trolley tour for LMKA that would cover historical sites on both Upper
and Lower Matecumbe. The tour would last approximately 1 hour
and 20 minutes and cost $20 per person. As we plan more specifics
we will let you know just when this will happen. What a great
opportunity to learn more about our island’s past!

Remember to check out our website at LMKA.ORG!
Photos, stories about our island and its people, a newsletter archive, and more.

Florida Keys Coral Reefs at Risk
Investigation is ongoing to identify the cause of the stony coral tissue loss disease that is affecting
nearly half of the stony coral species found on the Florida Reef Tract, including the primary reef-building
species. And it is spreading. See the article about this disease in the Keys Weekly. (Click here)

Click here to go to the NOAA website to see the map of the areas impacted by the coral disease.
History of this Outbreak
Fall 2014 Isolated sites with significant coral disease were reported near Virginia Key (Miami-Dade County)
Fall 2015 Widespread disease was confirmed as far north as Pompano Beach down to Biscayne National Park.
Summer 2016 The disease continued to spread to Palm Beach County to the Upper Florida Keys (Lower
Matecumbe)
Spring 2017 Reports of widespread disease were confirmed as far north as St. Lucie Inlet in Martin County and
to the southern boundary of the Upper Florida Keys
Spring 2018 The disease expanded into the Lower Florida Keys
Mote Laboratory and Aquarium is working tirelessly on coral reef restoration in the Florida Keys. (Click here)
Mote and The Nature Conservancy are partnering on a coral conservation initiative that will enable coral restoration at unprecedented
scales throughout the Caribbean and the Florida Keys. The collaboration officially began Monday evening, Sept. 12, 2016, in Miami,
enabling the first steps in a proposed 15-year initiative of joint coral reef restoration and conservation efforts. Click here for story.
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Sea Level is Rising—Impacting our Island and our Highway
On May 21, 2015, Governor Rick Scott signed into law Senate Bill 1094. The focus of the law is on flooding. The law
contains additions to comprehensive planning requirements strengthening the coastal management redevelopment
component used to eliminate inappropriate and unsafe development in the coastal areas, when opportunities arise.
With this new law, Florida Statute now includes “sea-level rise” as one of the causes of flood risk that must be addressed
in all local Comprehensive Plan’s “redevelopment principles, strategies, and engineering solutions” to reduce flood risk.
This requires changes to the Village Comp plan.
We have one of the most beautiful places to live, work, and play. However, life here is not without challenges including
issues like sea level rise, King Tide events, and increased storm surge resulting from more powerful storms. The South
Florida Regional Planning Council (SFRPC) is tasked with aiding local governments in understanding the challenges. They
are conducting public workshops, “Peril of Flood” to help our local planners comply with the new state mandates.

Peril of Flood workshop Thursday, November 8, 3 pm, at Founder’s Park Community Room
Plan to attend.
Sea Level Rise as Projected for our Island
South Florida Regional Planning Council received an award from the Gulf of Mexico Alliance to conduct an innovative surge analysis
to identify exposure to a Category 1 hurricane. Modelling was done at current sea levels, as well as projecting the Category 1
hurricane flooding with two future sea-level rise scenarios. For larger interactive map click here. Then go to “Study Area”

Yellow: Area inundated by a category 1 storm surge at current sea levels.
Teal: Area inundated by a category 1 hurricane + storm surge at projected 2040
sea-level rise of 1 foot.
Red: Area inundated by the 2060 high sea-level rise projection of 2 feet
There are debatable assumptions and variables that have not been taken into
account with the mapping, such as direction from which the hurricane
approaches. However, it is critical that we pay attention and do all we can to
protect our community from the worst of the impact of future storms.
The two areas of great concern to property owners on Lower Matecumbe—the
highway at Sea Oats Beach and the “Fills.” The State of Florida is mandating
that we address protecting our community, but perhaps the biggest concern is
their responsibility—U.S. One. What will FDOT do?

Highway Damage
Below is a Department of Transportation (FDOT) photo after Irma of the damage to U.S. One at Sea Oats Beach. There
was also significant damage to “the Fills” that connect Upper and Lower Matecumbe. Temporary repairs were made to
U.S. One along Sea Oats Beach within a few days of Irma in order to provide access for areas to the south for residents
and emergency equipment . We understand that FDOT plans to restore the highway to its condition Pre-Irma, with slight
modifications. The construction is expected to begin in early 2020. No work has been done at the Fill yet.
Interesting that Anne’s Beach has been closed more
than a year yet the damage is much more hazardous at
the fill and it is often jam packed on weekends.
The normal weekend visitors continue to use the fill on
weekends, parking on the bike path, as the
embankment damage is significant.

Click here for

photos and details about Sea Oats

Beach.

Click here for photos and details about the Fills.
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President’s Corner:

Our Association was started over 30 years ago. And in those
30 years I think that we have accomplished a great deal to
keep residents informed, to make our community stronger
and better, and to create a sense of unity as we share a very
special island!
We are committed to continuing our efforts to provide the
programs and initiatives that will make Lower Matecumbe
the best it can be. And we’d love to have as many residents
and property owners as possible participate. Click here to
see our current 2018 membership list. Check to see if you
have friends or neighbors who are not members…. And invite
them to join. Bring them to our December 4th meeting.
Let us know if you have ideas, concerns or questions. We
always love to hear from our members.
Thank you one and all.

Your involvement makes a difference.
Mark Riley, President

Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org

Membership Application/Renewal

First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________
Phone (local): _____________________________

Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

