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LEST WE FORGET 
Freedom Is Not Free - It Has A Cost - Same With This Project 

This a first ever for Clay County, Florida. 

Honor System: Your support is appreciated - suggest e-book  price - $10.00 

Payable online at www.HeritageGuides.org or  
send your comments and/or payment to  

Heritage Guides 
P.O. Box 472     Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

info@heritageguides.org      904-449-4607 

In the event, you received this from a friend or associate your comments  
and support is also appreciated.  

  REFLECT, RESPECT, REMEMBER 
The goal of this - JANUARY 2017 - CHARLIE (3rd) EDITION   

is to publish our findings and discoveries from a more than yearlong study.   
DISCLAIMER:  This e-book is designed for the above purpose. We do not intend to have mistakes.    

You will notice the writing style varies from bulleted facts to a narrative - so be it.   
The goal here is to cover the facts - we are simply publishing this PDF while we continue to seek more information.   

This is NOT a polished product!  This a Tool.   A polished edition comes later!  
   
 

Anyone who pays for this e-book will receive future editions at no cost for the calendar year 
2017 and special offers for future editions.     

Thank You!  
  

file:///C:/Users/Art/Dropbox/Heritage%20Guides/D%20%20Product%20-%20Service/G%20Projects/KIA%20Book/www.HeritageGuides.org
file:///C:/Users/Art/Dropbox/Heritage%20Guides/D%20%20Product%20-%20Service/G%20Projects/KIA%20Book/info@heritageguides.org
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U.S. Army:  "This We'll Defend"          U.S. Marines: "Semper Fidelis"   (Always Faithful) 

U.S. Navy:   "Honor, Courage, Commitment"         U.S. Air Force: Integrity First  

US Coast Guard: "Semper Paratus"   (Always Ready) 
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My definition, the definition that I've always believed in, is that esprit de corps means love for one's own military 

legion - in my case, the United States Marine Corps. It means more than self-preservation, religion, or patriotism.  

I've also learned that this loyalty to one's corps travels both ways:  up and down.  

  Lt General Lewis Burwell "Chesty" Puller, USMC 

(1898 ï1971) 
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PREFACE ïNote to the Readers - The primary goal of this edition is to simply publish our 

basic findings and discoveries.  We aim to maintain an INCLUSIVE and CONCLUSIVE list of 
ALL Clay County Fallen Warriors. A list that is accurately VERIFIED AND ARCHIVED. 

BACKGROUND HIGHLIGHTS (Full history starts on page 35):  In 1997 Johna Hayes Jr. 

(Vietnam Veteran and local business owner) launched an initiative to create the Clay County Parade of 
Flags.  The concept was simple - commission a flag and a wooden cross bearing the name of our local 
Fallen Warriors (FW) - in theater casualties of war. The original set of names were obtained  via the Clay 
County Archives (CCA) and the Clay County Veteran Services Office (CCVSO). The Parade of Flags 
started in the County Seat,  Green Cove Springs (GCS), Spring Park.   

Over the years, Mr. Hayes raised private sector funds and recruited others to help. By 1999 Art Yeaman 
became involved. The display honoring our FW was only in one location for a couple weeks during 
Memorial Day.  Over the years, the idea of a more honorable permanent memorial was discussed.  

By 2011 Heritage Guides (Art & Jenny Yeaman) were in a position to become the sole custodians of the 
Parade of Flags. During 2013 Heritage Guides (HG) became solely responsible for display - things 
started to change and they changed fast.  It started to travel and became known as the Clay County 
Traveling Parade of Flags.  The first place to travel beyond Spring Park was the Military Museum of 
North Florida (MMNF) followed by the Clay County Historical Triangle.   

By 2014 we became more aware of the fact that FW "Wall of Honor" outside the (new) County 
Courthouse was outdated and at various locations around the county others have made great efforts to 
honor military Veterans. We were also fully aware of the "official" Veterans Memorial at the old 
Courthouse (Historical Triangle - 915 Walnut St. GCS). However, no one place in the County had an 
inclusive and conclusive tribute.       

Early on in 2015 we met MMNF docent Chris Mayer (by way of the 
CCA). Chris told us the MMNF had a desire to publish a book to honor 
our FW. We liked the idea because it was in line with our interests. Their 
interest was to publish a hard copy book about our fallen warriors; ours 
is to create an e-book.  Soon after that we learned that Vietnam 
Veterans of America Clay County Chapter #1059 (VVACC)  President 
Gary Newman had an interest in building a Fallen Warriors Monument.   

When we realized the joint effort and that EACH NAME is now going to be etched into the stone it 
became very apparent to us that we need to get to work.   We need an INCLUSIVE and CONCLUSIVE 
list of Clay County FWs.  We learned that the original 1997 was not accurately vetted nor VERIFIED and 
ARCHIVED. The wow factor kicked in.... we have a lot of work to do.    

Reflect,       Respect,         RE.... MEMBER.... Lest-We-Forget.  

Good day,  

Art & Jenny Yeaman   

Heritage Guides ,  P.O. Box 472 

Green Cove Springs, FL 32043 

904-449-4607    HeritageGuides.org       info@heritageguides.org   

Your Key to Applied Heritage: Showcasing our Clay County, our St Johns River,  

our Florida, and our American Heritage --- One-Tribute-At-A-Time 

 

file:///C:/Users/Art/Dropbox/Heritage%20Guides/D%20%20Product%20-%20Service/G%20Projects/KIA%20Book/www.HeritageGuides.org
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INTRODUCTION: This has never been done before - a first ever - for Clay County, Florida.   

THIRD EDITION!  This, private sector initiative is the result of more than a yearlong joint effort.      

AGAIN:  The primary goal of this - 2017 - CHARLIE EDITION   

is to publish our findings and discoveries. 

It's vital before the names are etched in stone, that citizens all across Clay County be informed.  We 

continue to make a great effort to have an inclusive and conclusive listing, while we remain focused on 
verifying and archiving information related to the cause.   

CALL TO ACTION: Thank You for making time learn about this project.  We are counting on you and 
others to be aware of this project, tell a friend, talk it up, request a speaker for your organization.       

We want to reach out to the families and friends of our Clay County Fallen Warriors to let them know that 
on behalf of a grateful County. We'll Never Forget.  We want all interested parties to know how to 
become involved.  

If you are able to read through this tribute with dry eyes and are not moved by our Clay County heritage 
then this is a one and done.  However, if you are moved and perhaps you have tears streaming down 
your face as you read... As you look into the faces..... As you learn about our local fallen who paid the 
ultimate - the supreme sacrifice - then we hope to count on you to remember.    

Greater love hath no man than this,  

that a man lay down his life for his friends.  
John 15:13 
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Dedication 1 of 3: 

 

Johna Hayes,  Jr.  

(1944 - 2008) 
For the concept and work 

to create the 
Clay County Parade of Flags. 

 

 

Now known 
as the:  

 
Dedication 2 of 3: 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF OUR ARMED FORCES  

THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED, THOSE MISSING IN ACTION,  
THOSE SEEKING CARE, TO THOSE WHO ARE SERVING, AND 

TO THOSE WHO WILL SERVE.   

Dedication 3 of 3: 

TO MILITARY SERVICE FAMILIES AND LOVED ONES.  
 

THOSE WHO WORK AND PRAY FOR A SAFE HOMECOMING. 
LONGING TO SAY  

 

WELCOME HOME!  
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Jan 2017©  Edition: Charlie (3rd) Edition      ISBN: Pending 
Library of Congress Cataloging-Publication Data  Pending 
Title: CLAY COUNTY FALLEN WARRIORS 1858 - 2015 

DISCLAIMER:  This e-book is designed to provide information.  The author/publisher is not 
rendering; accounting, administrative, or legal professional services.  We do not intend to have 
mistakes, E&OE applies.  You will notice the writing style varies from bulleted facts to a narrative. 
The goal here is to cover the facts and make a clear - documented - CLAY COUNTY 
CONNECTION for each Fallen Warrior  while we seek to learn more from others.  Please direct  your questions or comments to     

Art Yeaman, 904-449-4607      HeritageGuides.org            info@heritageguides.org     
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CLAY COUNTY,  FLORIDA,  U.S.A. 
 

FALLEN WARRIORS - IN THEATER CASUALTIES -  KIA/MIA/POW/DIED 

CIVIL WAR:  THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES:  1861-1865   

CSA - Confederate States Army 
DEFENDING STATES RIGHTS 

 JOHN W CLARKE     HENRY KNOWLES     CLAIBORN GNANN     JOSEPH LANG 

 ELISHA W CARTER     HENRY E DICKERSON     BRAXTON BENNETT      

CHARLES S FLEMING     ABRAM D ROBERTS     JOHN PEACOCK   

      

WORLD WAR I      1914 - 1918     USA 1917 - 1918   

THE WAR TO END ALL WARS 
EUROPE: Geo-Political war with Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turks Bulgaria) 

MOSES S KNIGHT USA     JAMES EDWARD  USA 

JAMES HESTER  USA     BENJAMIN LEE  USNR    

   

WORLD WAR II   1939-1945     

AXIS OF EVIL  (Japan, Germany, and Italy)  
PACIFIC THEATER (1941-1945) to combat the Empire of Japan invasion of China, Burma, Philippines, U.S.A...    

EUROPE and NORTH AFRICA THEATER (1942-1945) to combat German and Italian invasion of Poland, England, France... 

JOHN J MASTERS JR  USN     AUSTIN W KELLY JR  USN     LESLIE W PRINGLE USN      

AARON COLEMAN  USA     THOMAS RICH  USAAC     JOHNNY A MARTON  USAAC 

RAY L GEIGER JR  USA     FLOYD DANIELS   USA     JAMES C STRICKLAND   USA        

HAROLD PADGETT   USA     ALLEN TAYLOR  USAAC   

     EDWARD LYTLE  USA     WILLIAM I PRIEST  USA  

 

KOREAN WAR  1950 - 1953  

Communist North Korea invaded South Korea  
 

Cold War 1945-1989:  War Against COMMUNISM - Democratic Socialism 

DOYLE B WALL   USA     JOSEPH T ROWAN   USA   
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VIETNAM WAR   1957-1975    USA 1959-1975  

Communist North Vietnam Invaded The Republic of Vietnam 
Cold War 1945-1991:  Defending Human Freedom,  On Duty To Combat  COMMUNISM - Democratic Socialism  

CLAUDE D WILSON   USN    RAY F WILLIAMS  USA      HERMAN L GURR USA      

PAUL L CARTER  USMC     DAVID B TUCKER  USA     DOUGLAS A LENTZ USMC 

JAMES G BLACKSHEAR  USA     LARRY B JENKINS USA     WAYNE C KURLIN USA 

MICHAEL B KOPETSKI  USMC     PAUL J CUMMINGS JR  USA     ARTHUR J ROSS JR  USA 

GARY R COOPER  USA     QUINCY H TRUETT   USN     MICHAEL G HOFF SR  USN 

RALPH N BRIGHT  USA     DON R SCOTT  USN     OTIS PARKER  USA    

        

RADICAL ISLAMIC TERROR  1801-1805      GLOBAL  1979 - _______    

DEFENDING HUMAN FREEDOM  

GULF WAR 1990 - 1991:  Operation Desert Storm: Liberating Kuwait from Saddam Hussein's government. 

AFGHANISTAN 2001 -  ______:   Operation Enduring FREEDOM.  al-Qaeda attacks U.S.A.  

IRAQ  2003 - 2011, 2014 -  _______:   Operation Iraqi FREEDOM:  Topple Saddam Hussein's government . 

FREE THE REGION OF GLOBAL RADICAL ISLAMIC TERROR. 

M SCOTT SPEICHER  USN       BRADLEY S CROSE  USA      JONATHAN HARTMAN  USA 

IAN D MANUEL  USA      KEVIN J ELLENBURG  USA     LAQUITA P JAMES , USN 

DONALD E VALENTINE III   USA     QUINCY J GREEN  USA      JOHN E HAYES USMC 

JAMES B LACKEY  USAF     DICK A LEE JR  USA     MICHAEL S DUSKIN  USA 

 

ñ...It is a proud privilege to be a soldier ï a good soldier é 
discipline, self-respect, pride in his unit and his country, a high 
sense of duty and obligation to comrades and to his superiors, 

and a self confidence born of demonstrated ability.ò  

General George S. Patton Jr. 
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Civil War:  The War Between The States 1861-1865   

Making a stand to Defend States Rights eleven southern states seceded from the Union to form 
the Confederate States of America (CSA).  The secession started with South 
Carolina on 20 Dec  1860.  Then joined by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, and Tennessee on 8 Jun 1861.   
Twenty-two million people lived in the North and nine million in the South.   

The highest casualty rate in American History -- 620,000.   
 
Clay County was new, created in 1858. Our seat of government was in Middleburg.  Many 
local men answered the call to defend States Rights.  Ten men who served in the 
Confederate States Army never came home.   

FLORIDA ORDINANCE OF SECESSION:  We, the people of the 
State of Florida, in convention assembled, do solemnly ordain, publish, and declare, That the 
State of Florida hereby withdraws herself from the confederacy of States existing under the 
name of the United States of America and from the existing Government of the said States; and 
that all political connection between her and the Government of said States ought to be, and the 
same is hereby, totally annulled, and said Union of States dissolved; and the State of Florida is 
hereby declared a sovereign and independent nation; and that all ordinances heretofore 
adopted, in so far as they create or recognize said Union, are rescinded; and all laws or parts of 
laws in force in this State, in so far as they recognize or assent to said Union, be, and they are 
hereby, repealed. 

Passed 10 Jan 1861 

 

JOHN W CLARKE   Age 48  

Died of disease 2 JUN 1862:  Chattanooga Hospital, TN     2 JUN 1862     
Private, Confederate States Army, First Florida Cavalry,  Company C.  

From Cumberland, Maryland, born in 1814. He first enlisted for on 19 Jan 1836 at Lancaster, MD, under 
Capt Boyce for 3 years, 2nd Dragoons, Co D.  As we know it he served in the Florida Indian Wars when 
he was 21, discharge 1839.   Married, Clay County Farmer, Magnolia resident 1860 census.  He enlisted 
7 Nov 1861 under Capt Summerlin at Magnolia. Dismounted 13 May 1862, along with Claiborn Gnann 
and Henry E Dickerson in effect became infantry.  His net worth was $50, he had a wife and a 63 old 
mother in law, and a 12-year-old child of some unknown family living in the home.  He had hazel eyes, 
brown hair and a dark complexion; stood 5' 9" tall.   We tend to think he sign up to go to war because he 
was a poor, this was a way to earn a living at that time.  
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HENRY KNOWLES  Age 18  perhaps   

Died 29 DEC 1862:  Knoxville, TN.  29 DEC 1862   
Private, Confederate States Army, First Florida Cavalry, Company C.  

Born in 1846 to his parents, Bird Knowles and Charity Jackson, Telfair Co. Georgia.   
In 1860 the family Henry, older brother Emanuel, brother Thomas and sisters 
Angeline and Fanny were living Magnolia, Clay County.  He was 14 in the August 
1860 census.  Apparently he "stated" he was of age (19) to enlist.  Even though he was actually 15 years 
old, perhaps 16  when he enlisted on 17 Oct 1861 under Captains Summerlin and Stockton. His horse 
was valued at $125.00. He dismounted 13 May 1862 in effect became infantry.  The Knowles family still 
have descendants in Clay County today.  We have confirmed (Apr 2015) he is buried at the Bethel 
Cemetery Knoxville, TN.  

 

CLAIBORN GNANN    Age 20  

Died 4 APR 1863: in Knoxville, TN Hospital  
Private, Confederate States Army,  First Florida Cavalry, Company C.  

Born 1843. Clay County 1860 census shows several Gnann children living with 
Frederick and Elizabeth Alvarez Gnann Barthlow.  Enlisted 17 Oct 1861 in Middleburg, under Capt.  
Summerlin and Capt. Stockton. His horse was worth $140.00. He dismounted on 13  May 1862 along 
with Henry Dickerson and John W Clarke, in effect became infantry.  Captured in Kentucky in late 1862.  
His POW record is vague - ñcaptured and paroled by union forces in Kentucky in Sept, October, 
November last, who have reported to Gen. Bragg and were places in Camp at Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Declared exchanged by Col. Robt . Ould by telegram to Maj Fairbanks A.A.I.G., 11 Jan 1863.ò  We know 
him to be paroled in January 1863.  At the time of his death his final effects were $13.75.  His mother 
Elizabeth filed a claim on 16 July 1864.  The blended Gnann, Barthlow (Bartholomew), Thigpin, and 
Alvarez families are Clay County pioneer families with military service heritage and connection to 
constructing the Middleburg Methodist Church in 1828, the oldest church in Clay County and first 
Methodist Church in the Florida territory.  We believe he is buried at the Bethel Cemetery Knoxville, TN.  

NOTE: Numerous name spellings: Claburn Guinan, Claburn Guinnan, Claborn Guinanné Military records show Claiborn Ginan, The family 
surname is correctly spelled Gnann in most Clay County records. 

 

JOSEPH LANG    Age 23 perhaps         POW 

Died 28 APR 1863:  Disease at Loudon Hospital, TN    
Private,  Confederate States Army,  First Florida Cavalry, Company C.    
Military records show the last name as LONG 

Born 1839. Joseph had a wife named Mary, age 20 per the 1860 census. Cannot find certain proof that 
he was William Langôs son but based on the circumstantial evidence, we are fairly certain he was. We 
know William Lang to be a large slaveholder on Clay County.  He enlisted under Capt Summerlin and 
Stockton on 17 Oct 1861 in Middleburg; dismounted 7 Jun 1862, in effect became infantry. During his 
service, Joseph was placed on extra duty as a teamster starting 13 Aug 1862. He was given a $12 
allowance for use of and risk of his horse.  At some point, we believe he was captured.  As we know it, 
after he died of disease in a Loudon TN hospital records show he was buried in the prison cemetery. 

Military records show his name to be Long, local records show Lang.  
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ELISHA W CARTER   Age 30     KIA  

Killed In Action 25 OCT 1863: Missionary Ridge at the Battle of Missionary Ridge 
(near  Lookout Mountain) Chattanooga     
1st Sgt.  Confederate States Army  First Florida Cavalry, Company C.  

He was the son of Levi Cater and Saloma Rowe, born about 1833 in South Carolina.  
On 3 Feb 1859, he married Sarah C. Harris at Thomasville (Camp Blanding) Clay 
County.  Before the war, he was a local farmer. He enlisted in Middleburg - as a Farrier - 
under Captains Summerlin and Stockton on 17 Oct 1861, he stood 5'  4" tall.  On 13 

May 1864 he dismounted, then on 20 June 1862, he was promoted to 1st Sgt. His wife received his back 
pay of $156.58.  They had two sons William Caleb Carter and Henry Levi Carter.  

 

HENRY E DICKERSON Age 23  

Died of disease 30 OCT 1863:  Asylum Hospital, Dalton, GA     
5th Sgt.,  Confederate States Army,  First Florida Cavalry, Company C.  

His family was from South Carolina, however, he was born in Dooly County Georgia in 
1840 while the family was on their way to Florida.  Clay County census 1860, shows him to be the son of 
William N and Martha Dickerson; brother William J, sisters Mary, Jane, Sarah, and Elizabeth. He enlisted 
17 Oct 1861 in Middleburg under Capt. Summerlin's Co. Davis Regiment as a private at age 21.  He 
dismounted 13 May 1862, along with Claiborn Gnann and John W. Clarke in effect became infantry; 
promoted 5th Sgt. 15 Aug 1862.  Starting 24 Oct 1863 he was absent for sickness in the hospital.  His 
horse was valued at $125, personal effects included $5.00, a watch, plus $30 owed to him.  

His brother William J Dickerson. also enlisted (same time and place) assigned to the same company.  As we know it, the 
brothers stuck together until William got sick 7 Sep 1862 in Kentucky, he remained sick through November.  William was 
captured in East Florida on 16 Aug 1864, then sent to Hilton Head. He was in a prisoner exchange 15 Mar 1865.  By 1870 
William was the man of the house, their father was dead; their Mother and sister Elizabeth lived with him here in Clay Co. 

 

BRAXTON BENNETT Age 23  

Died 27 NOV 1863 : Savannah, GA  Gastritis fever ñgathering of throatò or Pneumonia.   
Private, Confederate States Army, Tenth Florida Infantry, Company A 

Most likely he was not born here, he lived in Ware  County Georgia during the 1850s.  He was living in 
Clay County in 1860 with his parents Richard Hiram Bennett and Rebecca Boatwright Bennett. Enlisted 3 
Sep 1861, during April 1862 he is on furlough out sick.  Sept 1863 his name is on the roll for the hospital 
at Guyton Georgia, a PVT in Co B, 1st Regiment Florida.  Buried the next day in Laurel Grove Cemetery 
Lot #850 Grave #4.  The Savannah board of health minute books  and grave diggers notes say he died 
of gastritis fever and wrote ñwarningò next to his name.  .There were 25 burials that month in Laurel 
Grove. Fifteen were civilians, typhoid was going around.    

 

I think it better to do right, even if we suffer in so doing,  
than to incur the reproach of our consciences and posterity.  

CSA General Robert E. Lee 



CLAY COUNTY FALLEN WARRIORS 1858 - PRESENT        2017:  E-BOOK CHARLIE EDITION     
 

Page 13 of 40     © 2017     This tribute made possible by Heritage Guides -  updated Dec 2016   

 

CHARLES S FLEMING   Age 24    KIA 

Killed in Action 3 JUN 1864: One of 7,000 killed at "Wilderness" Cold Harbor, VA.   
Captain,  Confederate States Army,  Second Florida Infantry, Co. H   
(St. Augustine Rifle - Jacksonville)  

Charles Seton Fleming is a member of the legendary Fleming Family.  Hibernia 
Fleming Plantation (Fleming Island)  Mother: Margaret;  Father: Lewis.  Born at 
Panama Mills 9 Feb 1839; a childhood survivor of the Florida Indian Wars.  Educated in Jefferson Co. 
and worked in Chicago; returning to Florida in 1857.  He wanted to attend the U.S. Military Academy but 
instead enrolled in Kings Mountain Military School at Yorkville, S.C.  After one year he returned to Florida 
where he served as a purser on the Steamer St. Maryôs from 1859-1860. He then studied law at his 
brother Louisôs office in Jacksonville. Joined the Jacksonville militia company on 9 May 
1861; promoted Adjutant in October 1861.  Severely wounded 5 May 1862 while retrieving 
Col Ward's body from the battlefield at Williamsburg, VA.  He remained at the local Baptist 
Church Hospital and was captured. Exchanged at Aikenôs Landing. VA  Aug 1862/  
Appointed Captain of Company G, 2nd Florida Infantry 8 Oct 1862; commanded the 2nd 
Florida Infantry at Gettysburg.   

His final letter to his wife dated 23 May 1864, he ominously wrote: ñI hope that God will continue to protect me as 
He has heretofore done; but if it is His will that I be killed, we must bow to it. He does everything for the best.ò   

On 3 Jun 1864, he was one of 7,000 killed at "Wilderness" Cold Harbor, VA.  He was mortally wounded during the charge and 
was shot down about thirty yards from the US lines. His body was found two days later by some Alabama soldiers and was 
buried on the field at McGehee farm, later moved to Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond and buried near Adjutant Reid.   He was 
described as ñstrikingly handsome with a fair and ruddy complexion, brown hair and clear, bluish- gray eye.ò 

 

ABRAM D ROBERTS    Age 22    KIA 

Killed in Action 20 JUN 1864: Heavy artillery bombardment near  
Kennesaw Mountain,   Atlanta, GA     
Private, Confederate States Army, First Florida Cavalry, Company C. 

Born 1843, Abram David Roberts was the son of William A.D. Roberts and Nancy Johnson. The family 
had come to Florida from Camden Co Georgia. The 1850 Duval County census shows the family was 
living in Black Creek district.   Enlisted 17 Oct 1861 in Middleburg and was dismounted 13 May 1862, in 
effect became infantry. He left sick in Kentucky in late 1862 but returned in early 1863. Killed by heavy 
artillery bombardment near Kennesaw Mountain, Atlanta, GA. Burial unknown.    

 

JOHN PEACOCK Age 37 - perhaps    Former POW 

Died 4 JUL 1864:  at Fairgrounds #2 Hospital, Atlanta, Ga.     
Private,  Confederate States Army, First Florida Cavalry, Company C.  

Born cir 1827. The Peacock's are known to be from Georgia.  However, John, age 25 
was living with the Broadnax family in the Black Creek District (Duval Co) in 1850. 
(Clay Hill census shows a Madison Peacock age 24, perhaps related.  Enlisted 17 Oct 
1861 in Middleburg; dismounted 13 May 1862, in effect became infantry.  Sick 7 Sep 1862 and capture 8 
Oct 1862 in Danville Ky.  Paroled in early 1863 at the Alton, IL Military Prison and exchanged 1 Apr 1863 
at City Point, VA.  Perhaps he never fully recovered after the notorious harsh conditions at the Alton, IL  
Military Prison.   Via the Historic Oakland Foundation in Atlanta, Georgia we have confirmed (Apr 2015) 
he is buried at Oakland Cemetery.  Perhaps he died on 2 Jul 1864, personal effects sundries.  
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WWI - World War One 
The War To End All Wars  
1914-1918 
USA (48 States)  1917-1918   
EUROPE:  Geo-Political war with Central 

Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turks Bulgaria)        WWI Victory Medal 

United States of America Stats:  
Total Mobilized: 4,355,000   Total KIA: 116,516     Wounded: 204,002 

POWs: 4,500     US involvement: 7.1% of all Forces 

2 APR 1917: President Woodrow Wilson had asked a special joint session of Congress to 
address a Declaration of War.   

6 APR 1917:  Congress of these United States declared war upon the German Empire.  

WHEREAS, The Imperial German Government has committed repeated acts of war against the Government 
and the people of the United States of America; therefore, be it resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the state of war between the 
United States and the Imperial German Government, which has thus been thrust upon the United States, is 
hereby formally declared; and that the President be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to employ the 
entire naval and military forces of the United States and the resources of the Government to carry on war 
against the Imperial German Government; and to bring the conflict to a successful termination all the 
resources of the country are hereby pledged by the Congress of the United States. 

MOSES S KNIGHT  Age 23 

Died 25 SEP 1918:  Lobar Pneumonia in France   
Private, U.S. Army,  Company L  807th Pioneer Infantry 
Service #  4185617 

Born in Hibernia on 4 Aug 1895.  Single, Black Male.  He was living in Green 
Cove Springs at the time of his induction. Aug 4, 1918.  He served in the  61 
Co 13 Training Battalion Brigade prior to going overseas.  Upon his death, his Mother, Emma F Knight, 
of Hibernia was notified. We believe he is buried in the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery, Fere-en-
Tardenois, Departement de l'Aisne, Picardie, France. 

    

JAMES EDWARD  Age 16 

Died 7 OCT 1918:  Pneumonia in France  7 Oct 1918  
Private, US Army  Corps of Engineer Company D 546th Engineers 
Service Battalion  Service #  4185597   

Born 7 Feb 1892 in Talatha, Aiken, South Carolina, he lived in Charleston 
South, prior to coming to Clay County. He was living in Green Cove 
Springs when he registered for the draft.  Inducted at Green Cove Springs 
on 4 Aug 1918.  A Black, Male, Divorced.   He served overseas 26 Sept 
1918, to death, he died in theater.  Miss Elizabeth Howard (friend) in Green Cove Springs was notified.  
Apparently, the military considered her next of kin, so she was notified.  Records indicate he is buried at  
Suresnes American Cemetery, des Hauts-de-Seine, Ille-de-Fance, France.  His name is in the ñAction or 
buried at seaò section on the Tablets of the Missing.    
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JAMES HESTER Age Unknown  

Date of death not known.  Unknown rank and branch of service  

Single, Black Male. His draft card, date 5 Jun 1917 lists him as a  
resident of Leno, (south of Green Cove) Clay County Florida.  He 
was working at a turpentine camp.  The Florida WWI Fatal 
Casualties List, created by the Fl  National Guard it appears lists him 
as being from GCS.  The local draft board listing from National 
Archives (dated 4 Aug 1918) has him as from being from GCS.   

We are rather confident he's a Clay County Fallen Warrior, however, we sure would like to find more 
information.  Please Help. Call  904-449-4607. 

BENJAMIN LEE*   Age 24   KIA,    VALOR 

Killed in Action 28 OCT 1918:  ENGLAND. Plane crash during a North 
Sea mission.  Ensign, Navy Reserve Forces, Naval Aviation Pilot,  
Curtiss Sea Planes.  Awarded  Navy Cross, Posthumously.  

Born in Philadelphia in 1895. By 1904 the family moved to  Jacksonville, a local 
so to speak. His mother and stepfather, Mary Cook Justice Lee and Joshua 
Coffin Chase owned a beautiful home in Riverside. His stepfather was a 
wealthy fruit merchant and horticulturist. He wanted to be an Army or Navy 
aviator.  The family wealth enabled him to pursue his flying dreams despite 
having rather poor eyesight.  He started flight training in Miami, Florida on 1 
May 1917.  With twelve days of training, Ben passed all the tests to obtain an 
Aero Club license and a diploma from the Curtiss School. He was accepted 
into the Navy as an aviator, with a waiver because of his eyesight and being underweight.  Finally, he 
was commissioned at Norfolk, VA.  Assigned to U. S. Naval Air Station, Killingholme, England.  He was 
dispatched for an important mission to escort and protect  troop and cargo ships.  After take-off his 
aircraft went into a slide and spin, crashing into the Humber River.   In 1941 LEE AIR FIELD in Green 
Cove Springs was named in his honor.   

* Today, we (HG) acknowledge him as an Honorary Clay County Resident.  His name will not appear on 
the TAPS Fallen Warrior Monument.  

In Flanders fields the poppies blow  
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 
We are the Dead. Short day ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 
In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.                                                  by John McCrae, May 1915 


