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Meeting February 4
President's Message

Rain Barrels and
Rain Gardens

Dear Fellow Gardeners
It is 2013, Wow where did the year go? I hope everyone had
a great Christmas and a Happy New Year. I had a great Christmas
with my family. I had dinner with friends for New Years, It was all
perfect. The weather we have been experiencing is allot like last
year. I do like it warmer but we are going to be in trouble with no
moisture in the ground like it was last year. The trees and plants
going forward are going to be so distressed. The warmth has
brought some things peeking their heads out in the front of my
house facing south, Irises and Alliums. They might be in trouble!!!
We are going to be starting our nominating process soon so
hopefully there are many of you that would like to jump in and try
some of the positions available. These positions will be for a term
of two years. There will be many members available to mentor the
new officers. There are advantages to being in a new position.
There is so much to learn, I have been in many positions and
worked on most of the projects and it has been very educational in
many aspects. I hope you will be eager to take on one of these
positions. This is a very productive Garden Club and we
contribute a lot to the community. We have our Plant sale and
Garden Walk in the future to think about and plan for. We would
like to keep things moving along like we have for many years. Take
a stroll through the year book and see all we have done this past
year and where you may fit in.
We have a new year of educational programs to learn from.
In February we are going to learn about Rain barrels and rain
gardens. Meredith Schnelle will be our presenter. I don't have one
but I would like to. The programs for 2013 are very good, with
refreshments and good fellowship for all.

!
Meredith Schnelle, master
gardener, member, past AGC
president and vice president is
current webmaster & newsletter
editor along with being the
Gazing Garden Walk chair.
Meredith will explain the benefits
of rain barrels and rain gardens.
Rain barrels and rain gardens are
an effective device to achieve a
sustainable landscape.
Rain
gardens add beauty, filter storm
water and are easy to install in a
home landscape.

Calendar
Feb 4 6:30 PM Regular !
meeting
!
St. ! Ignatius !
Church
Feb 18 7 PM Board Meeting
!
Township Hall
Feb 25 Full Cold Moon

Hospitality
Nancy Neckerman, Betty Collins,
Andrea Zachotina, Nancy Zitkus
Jan 11!!

Feb 10!

!

Jan 18!

!

Jan 27! !

!

Feb 17!

!

Feb 25! !

!

◐

Feb 3!

!

Feb 10!

Mar 4 !

!

Mar 11

◑
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Member News
TREASURER’S REPORT
October 20, 2012 – December 27, 2012
Balance on Hand 10/20 ! !
$6,850.01
Receipts:
11/7 – Raffle
! !
$ 54.00
11/12 New Member/Cynthia Stepanek
25.00
12/6 – Raffle - $86 2 new members
Patricia Norton and Julie Skrypnyk $50
136.00
Total Receipts:
$ 215.00
Disbursements:
#1312 – D. Obrochta – Mailing yearbooks $ 8.62
#1313 – Biller Press – Nov. Newsletter
64.00
#1314 – Rory Klick – Program
75.00
#1315 – GCI – new member Stepanek
5.00
#1316 – GC ConservancyBook
45.00
#1317 – Open Arms Mission !
!
250.00
#1318 – Biller Press – Dec. Newsletter
64.00
#1319 – D. Obrochta – Printers Ink
54.51
#1320 – Wendy Wu – Program
100.00
#1321 – C. Hoke – program mailings
6.75
#1322 – Void
#1323 – Susan Mentgen – Horticulture
72.14
#1324 – Andrea Zachotina – Wreath misc. 16.85
#1325 – S&S Landscaping – Wreaths
347.00
#1326 – U S Post Office – Stamps! !
18.00
#1327 – GCI-2 new members
!
Skrypnyk and Norton !
!
10.00
Total Disbursements:
$ 1,136.87
Balance on Hand 12/17
$ 5,928.14
Nancy Zitkus, Treasurer

Board Meeting
!
There will be a board meeting of the
Antioch Garden Club on Monday, February 18,
7:00 PM at the Antioch Township Hall 1625 Deep
Lake Road Lake Villa IL 60046. All committees
should be represented by the chairman or a
designated committee member.
!
Anyone with business to present to the
board should notify Co President Dee Obrocta or
Co President Kathy Cirone in advance so that
your concerns can be added to the agenda.

Artful Answers for Vegetation Vexations
Tips from the Chicago Flower & Garden Show ~
March 9-17, 2013
CHICAGO (Dec. 26, 2012) – Are you planning
next year’s garden or just dreaming of spring
color? As you thumb through plant catalogs or
plot your garden design, take a cue from Tony
Abruscato, director of the Chicago Flower &
Garden Show. His artistic direction includes the
following tips:
· Move aside and let nature step up to the easel.
Plant vines over unused garden structures and
allow them to reclaim your space for you.
·
Embrace mixed media with varied textures.
Contrast fuzzy leaves with smooth, shiny ones.
·
Greens, such as lettuce and spinach, are easy
for less experienced gardeners because they can
be sown directly into the soil in early spring and
yield a small plant in just a few weeks.
·
Don’t be afraid of color. Bold petals pop on a
canvas of earth tones. Be adventurous and let
your palette change as often as the seasons.
·
Even camouflage can be pretty. Interplant
daffodils with daylilies, irises, hostas and other
perennials that will grow up to mask the fading
leaves of bulbs as they grow dormant.
·
Make your garden gallery welcoming for
birds and butterflies by providing water and
native plants.
·
Consider using plants such as coleus to keep
color and textural interest flowing throughout the
season.
·
Consider the overall tone of your garden.
Select
outdoor
sculpture
elements
that
complement the hues of your floral palette.
· Create moments of drama in your garden with
vignettes that tell a story. Ideas include flowing
water, a respite area or a quirky children’s garden.
For inspirational ideas you can use in your own
garden, mark your calendar for “The Art of
Gardening,” the 2013 Chicago Flower & Garden
Show, from March 9-17 at Navy Pier.
Editor’s note: While we’re dreaming, why not plan a
trip to the Chicago Flower Show or some other
blooming place to shoo the winter blues away?

G

e
My Garden Gate
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End of an Era
!
This is a difficult
column to write, as I
have come to the close of
my tenure as newsletter
editor for the Antioch
Garden Club, effective as
soon as a replacement
can be found. This was
not taken lightly. For the
past 14 years, it has been
my pleasure to serve in
this capacity. Started in May of 1998 by my dear,
late friend Maggie Kuntz, The Garden Dirt was a
brave endeavor at the time, launched by a woman
who had the foresight to realize how useful and
unifying a newsletter can be. After I wrote an
article or two for her, Maggie fell ill and I visited
her in the hospital. When she asked me to help
out, I was daunted by the task, but she literally
waved aside my doubts. “You’re a good writer,”
she assured me, “you just have to jump in and do
it! Give yourself a chance.” Sadly, she passed
away two days later following surgery after
editing only seven issues. I still miss her.
!
The Dirt has evolved over the years, and
I’m sure there will be more changes as the new
person or persons take over and make it their own.
It’s a rewarding experience, with help from our
board and committee chairs who provide needed
information as the upcoming events occur. Much
of what is in The Dirt simply speaks to the season.
Photographs can be sent via email and pasted in.
The present Dirt is on an Apple computer, but no
matter what kind of computer you have, I will be
glad to help you. I built the newsletter from blank
pages, but you can use one of the many formats
offered in your word processor.
!
Many thanks to all AGC members who
have been so helpful and supportive. I couldn’t
have done it without you!
!
So feel free to try your hand at editor. You
never know until you “jump in.” You can start the
exciting new era for Antioch Garden Club!

Cynthia Stepanek
Family: 2 girls Veronica, 27 and Alicia, 22
Occupation:
Master
Gardener/
!
Horticulturalist, Sales, Marketing
How long have you lived in Antioch?
!
2 years
Where did you live before? !
North
!
side of Chicago, still have ! a farm
!
in the Dells Adams, WI
Favorite
Pastimes:
Creating,
!
gardening, music
Favorite Local Restaurant: Olivetti
!
North
Favorite Garden Flower: ! A variety of
!
them
Date you joined: 11-5-12
If I could meet anyone, it would be:
!
Stevie Nicks
Committee you would like to join:
!
Philanthropy
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Antioch Garden Club Minutes December 2012
St. Ignatius Church Hall
General Meeting 7pm
32 members present
3 guests present Carry Hoffman
John Slach (sic)
Leslie Gilingerty (sic)
February Presentation: Rain Barrels and Rain Gardens
by: Meredith Schnelle
Per Nancy Zitkus: $250.00 donated to Open Arms Mission and a Thank You
was received
Publicity: no news
Hospitality: Johanna Lubash, Hostess, Jeanette Lapke, Vera Lukas-Nemec,
Bernita Schutte
Per Cindy Cartner: The 2013 AGC Annual Plant Sale will be held Saturday, May 18th
location to be determined
Per Obrachta: for the Horticultural Award, it will be sent in
Per Nancy Neckerman: Next Saturday in Wauconda a presentation will be held at
The Federated Church on Barrington Road. See her for details.
Per Judy Mischechowski: The AGC Annual Garden Walk 2013 will be held on
June 22nd, 9am to 4pm, one day only
Per Cheryl Hoke: There are 8 potential gardens for the walk
New Members: Cynthia Stepanek
Julie Scripnik
Patricia Norton
No member meeting January 2013
No Board Meeting December. Board Meeting will be held January 21st, 2013
February Hospitality: Nancy Neckerman, Hostess, Betty Collins, Andrea
Zachotina, Nancy Zitkus
No other news. Meeting adjorned.
Presentation by Wendy Wu from Perennial Poetry shared her own garden with a
slide presentation on how to "Design and Create a Shady Garden
Respectfully submitted, Colette Monahan

February Checklist
•Continue to feed the birds through the winter.
Periodically clean out & rinse feeders and heated
birdbaths to prevent disease. It’s not too late to
install a heater in your birdbath. At this time of
year, they may be marked down to a bargain
price.
•Repair, sharpen and oil your tools. (See p. 5)
•Give Houseplants sink soaks, light showers and
1/4 turns in their sun exposure as needed.
•Check houseplants for disease and insects.
•Check on any bulbs or tubers you are
overwintering indoors for spring planting. If they
seem too dry, spritz them lightly with water. If
they seem a bit damp, give them a “breather” for
a two hours out of their packing, but do NOT
allow to dry out completely.
•Forsythia, pussy willow, lilac, fruit trees and
other spring blooming trees and shrubs can be
pruned at 12” to 18” lengths and forced to bloom
at this time of year.
•Branches partially broken by heavy snows, ice or
winds should be pruned immediately.
•Continue your plans for your 2009 garden.
Order seeds, bulbs, corms, tubers and other live
plant materials, include a notation for your areas
planting time.
•Plant seeds indoors: onions, leeks,beets, celery,
lettuce, impatiens, begonias, and geraniums.
Check instructions on the packets and mark your
calendar for the various seeds you will start.
Count the weeks backward from the frost safe
date; the last week in May in our area. That will
tell you when to start your seeds.
•Prepare trellises for berry bushes and vines.
•Start building or repairing cold frames to harden
off your seedlings.
•Resist the urge to remove mulch from your
perennial beds on (comparatively) warm, sunny
days. Wait until new foliage reaches a height of at
least 1”, then gradually begin to remove the
mulch from early spring bulbs.
•Prune summer flowering trees and shrubs.
•DO NOT prune spring flowering trees and
shrubs.
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Book For February
Rain Gardens: Sustainable Landscaping for a
Beautiful Yard and a Healthy World
[Paperback]
Lynn M. Steiner and Robert W. Domm
!
Rain gardens are at the forefront of the
green revolution. This environmentally friendly
landscaping captures rainwater runoff rather
than redirecting it into storm drains. The result
is less erosion, less water pollution, and a
beautiful, low-maintenance, sustainable garden.
!
This is the first rain garden handbook for
the backyard home gardener. Co-authors
Robert Domm and Lynn Steiner draw on
hands-on experience to help homeowners build
beautiful rain gardens in their own yards.
Illustrated with color photography, this
instructive book offers specific advice about
planning, building, planting, and maintaining
your garden. Learn about city grants, how to
calculate runoff, rain barrels, attracting wildlife,
gray water recycling, and much more.
!
Rain gardens allow rainwater to follow
the natural course of the water cycle—absorbed
into the ground, taken up by plants, and
evaporated back into the atmosphere. This
landscaping choice encourages rainfall on your
property to stay on your property, where it can
recharge the groundwater, irrigate your trees
and shrubs, and even save you money on your
water bill.
!
The latest trend in the green revolution,
rain gardens cost little to build, can be installed
on just about any property, and provide huge
ecological benefits by minimizing erosion and
reducing water pollution, all while adding to
the beauty of your yard with an easy-tomaintain, sustainable garden. And they can
help keep your basement dry.
Quote for FEBRUARY
!
If you've never experienced the joy of
accomplishing more than you can imagine, plant
a garden.
~Robert Brault

