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Pettit
Pastures uses
grass-fed
beef to
restore land
BY NATASHA BARBER
STAFF WRITER

MILACA — At Pettit
Pastures in Milaca, the farm’s
focus may look like grass-fed
beef. But hidden beneath the
hooves of its 100-head cattle
herd is a purpose equally
important: the soil.
“The microbes in their
saliva and manure feed the
biology of the soil,” said
Tim Pettit. “We try to mimic
basically what the buffalo did
on the prairie years ago. They
would graze from one area,
move on and eventually cycle
back. You need cattle impact
to keep the soil biology
alive.”
Tim Pettit and his wife,
Alice, operate Pettit Pastures
with the help of their son and
daughter-in-law, Jake and
Lacey Pettit, of Foley. The
four own 33 cow-calf pairs

Building soil

one herd at a time
PHOTO BY NATASHA BARBER

Tim Pettit stands next to his family farm’s sign at his property in Milaca April 16. Pettit operates Pettit Pastures with his wife Alica
and son and daughter-in-law Jake and Lacey Pettit, of Foley.

of an Australian Lowline
cross and about 60 head of
stock raised for direct market
meat sales. The cattle are one
of ve certied American
Grassfed Association herds

in Minnesota, meaning they
are raised on forage from
weaning to harvest, always
pastured and are never
recipients of antibiotics or
hormones.

The Pettits graze the
cattle on 200 acres of land,
raising cover crops and
legumes to further enhance
the land and supply bailage
for nishing their herd.

“Most of our land is used
for grazing except where we
raise alfalfa for bailage,”
Pettit said. “And then, we
probably graze that third or
fourth crop, just to get some

animal impact on those
elds. Everything is no till.
We harvest the crops with the
cows by grazing.”
Pettit said after selling
his dairy in the 1980s and
working as a pipe tter up
until retirement, he wanted
to get back into farming as a
way to restore land, believing
conventional farming had
killed soil biology.
The farm’s work with its
cattle and land earned them
the 2017 Northeast Area 3
Outstanding Conservationist
Award from the Minnesota
Association of Soil and Water
Districts. They have also
earned their Minnesota Water
Quality Certication.
The
Pettits
began
raising beef in 2011 with
10 head after researching
the Lowline breed. In order
to nish a foraged-based
animal properly, Pettit said
it is important to have a
breed with a smaller frame.
A full-blooded Lowline cow
matures at about 800 pounds,
whereas the Pettits’ Lowline
crossed with Angus reached
between 900 and 1,000
pounds. It takes the Pettits
roughly two years to nish a
Pettit page 2

High school organization turns future career
DeGroat preparing for state
competition, possible career
BY ANNA SALDANA
STAFF WRITER

all of my produce, I would
have made $900 off of it. It
was really more about the
experience of growing my
own produce.”
DeGroat also competes
in a variety of team events
at regionals, state and
national competitions.
As a senior, she has
reected back on her
competitions with fondness.
“Freshman and junior
year I competed in horse
evaluation,” DeGroat said.
“That was by far the most
fun event I’ve competed in.
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“The more I’ve been involved with FFA
and the more I’ve been around Mr.
Stemper, our FFA advisor, the more I’ve
realized I want to be an ag teacher.”
- Emma DeGroat
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FOLEY — Emma
DeGroat is all about
agriculture, from growing
up on a hobby farm to
participating in the Foley
High School FFA chapter.
“I’ve had a lot of
fun being involved in
agriculture,” DeGroat said.
“Being in FFA has been
really enjoyable, and I’ve
been able to experience a
lot of things.”
Throughout her FFA
experience, DeGroat has
served
three
different
ofcer positions – historian,
president and now secretary.
“Secretary is by far my
favorite,” DeGroat said.
“It’s the most enjoyable.
I didn’t really like being
PHOTO SUBMITTED historian, because I had to
Emma DeGroat receives a plaque for placing first in regions for scrapbook and that’s not
small animal production and care. DeGroat is competing at the
89th annual Minnesota FFA State Competition April 22-24 in ag something I like to do, and
I didn’t like being president
issues and forestry.

because it was so stressful.”
As part of her FFA
experience, DeGroat has
completed two Supervised
Agricultural Experiences
(SAE). The rst is raising
two Californian rabbits.
“I raised them for
about three years – feeding,
grooming and caring for
them,”
DeGroat
said.
“I took them to the FFA
Barnyard at the Benton
County Fair and then won
rst place in open class.”
Her second SAE was
planting
produce
and
growing
a
successful
garden.
“The garden I planted
was 2,000 square feet,”
DeGroat said. “Most of it
was corn, but I also planted
some beans and peas. I
planted a little of everything
I suppose. Ultimately, I
spent $100 in seeds for my
garden and by the time I was
done, if I would have sold

We had to judge four halter
classes and three riding
classes. I learned a lot from
the horse evaluation.”
During her sophomore
year, she competed in
poultry, but went to state
as a delegate. This year, her
expertise is in ag issues and
forestry, both of which she
will be competing in at the
89th annual Minnesota FFA
State Competition April
22-24 at the University of
Minnesota.
“I’m looking forward
to state this year,” DeGroat
said. “It will be fun getting
together with friends and
meeting up with the kids we
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BENTON COUNTY
ORDINANCE NO. 463
AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING THE
OFFICIAL BENTON
COUNTY ZONING MAP
WHEREAS, an application has been made pursuant
to Sections 11.8 and 7.6A of
the Benton County Development Code to rezone the property described herein from the
Agricultural District to the B-2
Business Enterprise District;
and,
WHEREAS, the applicant,
Doug Friedrich, and owner of
the subject property, Scott and
Julie Smith, have submitted a
rezoning request for the subject
property; and,
WHEREAS, on March
27th and 31st, 2018, Notice
of Public Hearings to rezone
the site and amend the Benton County Zoning Map was
published in the ofcial newspapers and mailed to the governing bodies of all towns and
municipalities located within
two miles of the effected property within Benton County;
and,
WHEREAS, public hearings regarding said proposal
have been conducted by the
Benton County Planning Commission and the Benton County
Board of Commissioners on
April 12, 2018 and April 17,
2018; and,
WHEREAS, the Benton
County Board of Commissioners nd that the rezoning of the
property described herein comports with the Benton County
Comprehensive Land Use Plan
and is appropriate.

THE
RIGHT
TO
VERIFICATION OF THE
DEBT AND IDENTITY OF
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR
WITHIN
THE
TIME
PROVIDED BY LAW IS
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS
ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN, that default has
occurred in conditions of the
following described mortgage:
DATE OF MORTGAGE:
May 12, 2006
M O RT G A G O R :
Mark Lieser, a single person and
Jill Longie, a single person.
MORTGAGEE:
Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. as nominee for
First Mortgage Solutions its
successors and assigns.
DATE AND PLACE OF
RECORDING:
Recorded
May 19, 2006 Benton County
Recorder,
Document
No.
A338301.
ASSIGNMENTS
OF

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to Sections 11.8, 7.6A of
the Benton County Development Code, the ofcial Benton
County Zoning Map is hereby
amended to reect that the following described property is
zoned B-2 as follows:
From the Agricultural District to the B-2 District that
part of the Northeast Quarter
(NE1/4) of Section Twelve
(12), in Township Thirty-eight
(38) North, of Range Thirtytwo (32) West, according to
the plat and survey thereof on
le and of record in the ofce
of the County Recorder in and
for Benton County, Minnesota,
described as follows:
Beginning at the Northwest
corner of said NE1/4; thence
North 89° 48’ 12” East (assumed bearing) along the North
line of said NE1/4 for 1,364.98
feet; thence South 56° 22’ 16”
West for 1,320.00 feet to the
Northeasterly right of way line
of U.S. Trunk Highway No. 10;
thence North 33° 37’ 44” West
along said right of way line for
457.75 feet to the West line of
said NE1/4 thence Northerly
along said West line for 345.42
feet to the point of beginning.
Containing 12.28 acres.
Approved and adopted by
the Board of Commissioners
this 17th day of April, 2018.
Upon enactment, this ordinance shall be effective upon
the date of its publication as
provided by law.
Edward D. Popp, Chair
Benton County Board of Commissioners
Montgomery Headley
Benton County Administrator
R-16-1B

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
PUBLIC
NOTICE
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE THE
RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF
THE DEBT AND IDENTITY
OF
THE
ORIGINAL
CREDITOR WITHIN THE
TIME PROVIDED BY LAW
IS NOT AFFECTED BY
THIS ACTION. NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN: That
default has occurred in the
conditions of the following
described mortgage: DATE
OF MORTGAGE: August 19,
2005 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$93,200.00 MORTGAGOR(S):
Scott Norman Johnson, a single
man MORTGAGEE: First
Franklin a Division of Nat.
City Bank of IN SERVICER:
Specialized Loan Servicing,
LLC LENDER: First Franklin
a Division of Nat. City Bank
of IN. DATE AND PLACE
OF FILING: Benton County
Minnesota
Recorder
on
August 24, 2005 as Document
No. A329779 ASSIGNED
TO: First Franklin Financial
Corporation dated 09/30/2005
recorded on 10/28/2005 as
Document
No.
A332139
Deutsche
Bank
National
Trust Company, as Trustee
for the Holders of the First
Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust
2005-FF11, Mortgage PassThrough Certicates, Series
2005-FF11 dated 03/06/2013

recorded
on
03/14/2013
as Document No. 395384
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF
PROPERTY: Lot Ten (10),
Block Four (4), Wright and
Bensen’s Subdivision of Blocks
“A” and “B” in East St. Cloud
and Block “C” in Riverside
(now a part of the City of St.
Cloud), according to the plat
and survey thereof on le and
of record in the ofce of the
County Recorder in and for
Benton County, Minnesota; less
and except that portion which
lies southerly of the following
described line: Beginning at a
point on the southwesterly line
of said Lot Ten (10), distance
10 feet northwesterly of the
most southerly corner thereof;
thence run easterly to a point
on the southeasterly line of
said Lot Ten (10), distant
fty (50) feet northeasterly
of said most southerly corner,
Benton County, Minnesota.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 221
4th Avenue SE, St. Cloud,
MN 56304 PROPERTY I.D:
17.00550.00 COUNTY IN
WHICH
PROPERTY
IS
LOCATED:
Benton
THE
AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE
ON THE DATE OF THE
NOTICE:
Eighty-Eight
Thousand
Three
Hundred
Twelve and 91/100 ($88,312.91)
THAT no action or proceeding
has been instituted at law to

recover the debt secured by said
mortgage, or any part thereof;
that there has been compliance
with
all
pre-foreclosure
notice
and
acceleration
requirements of said mortgage,
and/or applicable statutes;
PURSUANT, to the power of
sale contained in said mortgage,
the above described property
will be sold by the Sheriff of
said county as follows: DATE
AND TIME OF SALE: May
31, 2018 at 10:00 AM PLACE
OF SALE: Sheriff`s Main
Ofce, Lobby, 581 Highway
23, Foley Minnesota 56329 to
pay the debt then secured by
said mortgage and taxes, if any
actually paid by the mortgagee,
on the premises and the costs
and disbursements allowed
by law. The time allowed by
law for redemption by said
mortgagor(s), their personal
representatives or assigns is 6
months from the date of sale. If
Mortgage is not reinstated under
Minn. Stat. Section580.30 or the
property is not redeemed under
Minn. Stat. Section580.23, the
Mortgagor must vacate the
property on or before 11:59 p.m.
on November 30, 2018, or the
next business day if November
30, 2018 falls on a Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday. “THE
TIME ALLOWED BY LAW
FOR
REDEMPTION
BY
THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL

WWW.

R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER
IS
ENTERED
UNDER
MINNESOTA
STATUTES,
SECTION
582.032,
DETERMINING,
AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED
PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE
NOT
PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.”
Dated:
March 26, 2018 Deutsche Bank
National Trust Company, as
Trustee for the Holders of the
First Franklin Mortgage Loan
Trust 2005-FF11, Mortgage
Pass-Through
Certicates,
Series 2005-FF11 Randall
S. Miller and Associates,
PLLC Attorneys for Assignee
of
Mortgage/Mortgagee
Canadian Pacic Plaza, 120
South Sixth Street, Suite 2050
Minneapolis,
MN
55402
Phone: 952-232-0052 Our File
No. 18MN00030-1 THIS IS A
COMMUNICATION FROM
A
DEBT
COLLECTOR.
A-4652015
04/07/2018,
04/14/2018,
04/21/2018,
04/28/2018,
05/05/2018,
05/12/2018
R-14-6B

.COM

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
MORTGAGE:
Assigned to:
U.S. Bank National Association.
Dated November 17, 2016
Recorded November 17, 2016,
as Document No. A419464.
T R A N S A C T I O N
AGENT: Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems, Inc.
T R A N S A C T I O N
AGENT’S
MORTGAGE
I D E N T I F I C AT I O N
NUMBER ON MORTGAGE:
100021268000545224
LENDER OR BROKER
AND
MORTGAGE
ORIGINATOR STATED ON
MORTGAGE: First Mortgage
Solutions
R E S I D E N T I A L
MORTGAGE
SERVICER:
U.S. Bank National Association
M O R T G A G E D
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 740
North 11th Street, Sauk Rapids,
MN 56379
TAX PARCEL I.D. #:
190219600
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 3, 2018
The Benton County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on April 3, 2018 in the Benton County Board Room
in Foley, MN with Commissioners Spencer Buerkle, Ed Popp,
Warren Peschl, Jake Bauerly and Jim McMahon present. Call to
order by Chair Popp was at 9:00 AM followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the ag.
Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to approve the agenda as written.
Thomas Haaf, 2730 – 15th Avenue NE, Sauk Rapids, appeared under Open Forum, referencing concerns previously expressed to the Board relating to his property as a result of the
CSAH 3 “Up the Hill” project. Haaf stated that, as directed by
the Board, he has prepared an itemized list of repairs he had
performed because of safety concerns with his property; he will
await the Board’s decision regarding reimbursement for these
needed repairs. Haaf also referenced the upcoming $93 million
Sauk Rapids-Rice School District levy referendum; he feels that
the referendum is “misleading”, creating an “articial need” by
bringing in too many children to the district through open enrollment. He also expressed concerns with the survey conducted by
Morris Leatherman on behalf of the school district.
McMahon/Buerkle unanimous to approve the Consent Agenda: 1) approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 20, 2018
as written; 2) approve the Emergency Meeting Minutes of March
15, 2018 as written; 3) approve application for four permits to
host special events at Rollies, LLC, as requested by Deanna Rosa;
4) approve application for County Combination On-Sale & Sunday Sale Liquor License for GCR Properties LLC/ Granite City
Speedway Restaurant, 2540 Golden Spike Road NE, Sauk Rapids, and authorize the Chair to sign; 5) approve application for
County Combination On-Sale, Off-Sale and Sunday Sale Liquor
License for Curley’s Corner LLC, 16523 – 165th Street NE, Foley, and authorize the Chair to sign; 6) approve Purchase Money
Security Agreement for S.C.O.R.E. Grant—City of Foley—for
eight Hampton recycled park benches, and authorize the Chair to
sign; 7) approve appointment of Bruce Bonebright to the Board
of Adjustment to ll the three-year term—January 2017 through
December 2019; and 8) authorize signatures on construction contract for project SAP 005-629-016/005-633-018, reconstruction
of CSAH 29 in Sartell, to C & L Excavating of St. Joseph, MN.
Troy Heck, County Sheriff, explained that April 8th-14th
has been designated as National Telecommunicator’s Week; this
designation honors the men and women of our nation’s dispatch
centers who are the rst point of contact for people seeking help
from re, EMS, or law enforcement. Heck pointed out that public safety dispatchers do a difcult job that requires them to be
ready to handle anyone on their worst day in a calm and professional manner, stating “…they are masters of multi-tasking
and wonderful men and women…I’m very proud to have a great
bunch working in our dispatch center…” McMahon/Bauerly
unanimous to designate the week of April 8-14, 2018 as National
Public Safety Telecommunicator’s Week, recognizing the men
and women of the Benton County Dispatch Center, and authorize
the Chair to sign the proclamation.
Chris Byrd, County Engineer, referenced the nomination
of an interchange project in the City of Royalton on TH 10 for
Corridors of Commerce project funding which was discussed at
the March 6th Board meeting. He noted that MnDOT has now
shared their initial concept drawing with the Royalton City Council, which does affect the alignment of Benton County’s CSAH
24 as a possible on/off ramp for TH 10. Byrd pointed out that
the City of Royalton has adopted a resolution of support for the
project and indications are that Morrison County will be adopting a similar resolution of support. He noted that, should Benton County also adopt a resolution of support, the project would

OF PROPERTY:
Lot One (1), Block One (1)
of Scenic View
COUNTY IN WHICH
PROPERTY IS LOCATED:
Benton
ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL
AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE:
$128,000.00
AMOUNT DUE AND
CLAIMED TO BE DUE
AS OF DATE OF NOTICE,
INCLUDING TAXES, IF ANY,
PAID BY MORTGAGEE:
$123,107.75
That prior to the
commencement of this mortgage
foreclosure
proceeding
Mortgagee/Assignee
of
Mortgagee complied with all
notice requirements as required
by statute; That no action or
proceeding has been instituted at
law or otherwise to recover the
debt secured by said mortgage,
or any part thereof;
PURSUANT to the power of
sale contained in said mortgage,

the above described property
will be sold by the Sheriff of
said county as follows:
DATE AND TIME OF
SALE: May 29, 2018 at 10:00
AM
PLACE OF SALE:
Benton County Sheriff’s Ofce,
581 Highway 23 Northeast
Foley, MN
to pay the debt then secured by
said Mortgage, and taxes, if any,
on said premises, and the costs
and disbursements, including
attorneys’ fees allowed by law
subject to redemption within
six (6) months from the date of
said sale by the mortgagor(s),
their personal representatives
or assigns unless reduced to
Five (5) weeks under MN Stat.
§580.07.
TIME AND DATE TO
VACATE PROPERTY: If the
real estate is an owner-occupied,
single-family dwelling, unless
otherwise provided by law,
the date on or before which

receive 20 points toward their ranking “score” for having local
support of the project; if a project scores high enough, the Corridors of Commerce funding will pay all project costs. Byrd noted
that the concept drawing eliminates the signals and has some type
of grade separation; there would be some impacts to businesses
along the frontage road. Peschl/Bauerly unanimous to adopt
Resolution 2018-#12, a Support Resolution for U.S. Highway
10 Corridor of Commerce Project in Royalton, and authorize the
Chair to sign.
Byrd explained that, as part of the reconstruction project on
CSAH 29 in Sartell, stormwater treatment ponds need to be constructed; Benton County Public Works has been negotiating in
good faith with a landowner to acquire the necessary permanent
easement to construct the ponds (1.8 acres). Byrd noted that the
parties have been unable to reach a settlement and there is a need
to move forward with the project; he requested Board approval to
start the eminent domain process while still trying to negotiate.
McMahon inquired of the underlying reasons why no settlement
can be reached. Mark Loidolt, Assistant County Engineer, pointed out that Evergreen Village does not agree with the proposed
location of the ponds. Loidolt noted that other locations have
been explored; however, those locations do not meet requirements or would increase the cost of design/construction and long
term maintenance, as well as add structure cost. Byrd noted that
the landowner was offered the appraised value of that property
based on comparable sales. Bauerly/Buerkle unanimous to adopt
Resolution 2018-#13, authorizing the acquisition of said land by
eminent domain, and authorizing the Chair to sign. Bauerly commented “…we have to keep in mind the greater good…” Buerkle
noted that this is just the rst step in the condemnation process.
Byrd reported that the advertisement for bids for the Dewey
Street project in Foley will occur this week; this project will occur in two phases due to Foley Fun Days in June. He also noted
that replacements for the two vacant Civil Engineering Technician positions have been hired.
The Regular County Board meeting was recessed at 9:27 AM
to conduct a Human Services Board meeting.
The Regular County Board meeting was reconvened at 9:51
AM.
Monty Headley, County Administrator, provided an Administrator’s Report:
1) Monthly Financial Report
2) Update on Centracare RFP process and other leasable
building options (three proposals received in response to Centracare RFP—not very detailed proposals, rather big-picture
proposals; business analyst staff from Centracare will now work
with the proposers to rene their estimates; Centracare is very
committed to this facility and realize the need to offer reasonable
leased space; in the meanwhile, county staff are working with
an architect and contractors to develop cost estimates to occupy
other leased space options)
3) Employee Recognition: A committee was formed to discuss potential revisions to the county’s current recognition policy; committee recommendations include continuing to recognize
years of service but recognize employees earlier, options to just
cash recognition, and adding recognition for Customer Service,
LEAN/Continuous Improvement and Safety. Buerkle spoke
in support of recognizing customer service, innovation and efciency. Bauerly suggested adding recognition for employees
who motivate/inspire others or improve morale in the workplace.
McMahon stated his support for recognizing employees at their
department location. Popp suggested that employee recognition
be publicized (i.e. newspapers, website) if agreeable to those employees being recognized. No formal action regarding employee
recognition was requested at this time.
Meal Reimbursement: Headley noted that the issue of shortcomings in the current meal reimbursement policy arose during

the mortgagor(s) must vacate
the property if the mortgage
is not reinstated under section
580.30 or the property is not
redeemed under section 580.23
is 11:59 p.m. on November
29, 2018 unless that date
falls on a weekend or legal
holiday, in which case it is the
next weekday, and unless the
redemption period is reduced to
5 weeks under MN Stat. Secs.
580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED
FROM
FINANCIAL
OBLIGATION
ON
MORTGAGE:None
“THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION
BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S
OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE
REDUCED TO FIVE WEEKS
IF A JUDICIAL ORDER
IS
ENTERED
UNDER
MINNESOTA
STATUTES,
SECTION
582.032,

DETERMINING,
AMONG
OTHER THINGS, THAT THE
MORTGAGED
PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE
NOT
PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.”
Dated: March 20, 2018
U.S. Bank National Association
Mortgagee/Assignee of
Mortgagee
USSET, WEINGARDEN AND
LIEBO, P.L.L.P.
Attorneys for Mortgagee/
Assignee of Mortgagee
4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 925-6888
19 - 18-001254 FC
THIS IS A
COMMUNICATION FROM A
DEBT COLLECTOR.
R-12-6B

discussions at Management Team meetings; consensus of the
Management Team is that the current policy is too rigid and does
not address the unique 24/7 nature of operations at the Sheriff’s
Ofce. Headley stated the Management Team’s belief that the
current dollar limits don’t reect current meal costs; further, that
the geographical limits in the current policy, plus calling one
meal “breakfast” or another “dinner” with variable reimbursement amounts, do not work well in the 24/7 environment of law
enforcement. He pointed out that the proposed policy dispenses
with the geographical limitations, sets the maximum daily total
of $45 for all meals with no single meal reimbursement to exceed
$15.00 (the employee may apply any unspent portion of a meal to
other eligible meals that same day), and allows department heads
more exibility to interpret the policy and adopt unique department rules. No formal action regarding meal reimbursement was
requested at this time.
Headley referenced a letter received from Sarah Spector
from NRG regarding Benton County’s current consideration of
solar subscriber agreements with NRG (one in Sherburne County
and one in Stearns County). Spector’s letter stated, in part, “…
the projects we are contemplating subscribing Benton County to
may not go online until after July 2019…this is not consistent
with the commercial operation dates we originally spoke about…
these are some of the last remaining projects available in the area,
it might make sense for the Board to vote to authorize to proceed
with executing the SSA contingent upon receiving more certainty
from NRG Renew about the project development status…the
contract does provide the County with the ability to terminate the
contract (with no liability) if NRG Renew is unable to achieve
commercial operation within 24 months of executing the SSA…”
Headley stated his recommendation to put this issue on hold at
this time, noting that should Benton County sign the agreements
now, the County would not be able to consider other solar subscriber agreements during a 24-month period. Headley noted,
on the other hand, if the County declines this opportunity with
NRG, there may not be available sites in the future for Benton
County to subscribe to. Headley restated his recommendation
that the County not enter into subscriber agreements with NRG
at this time; he will stay in touch with NRG to monitor project
development for these sites and bring the agreements back to the
Board should the project progress forward. Buerkle stated a concern that “none of the counties around us wanted to subscribe to
these”; he is also concerned about possible impacts from the new
tax law. Bauerly stated “…I could agree to this, subject to them
being built, but scale back our commitment…” McMahon stated
his agreement with Headley to put this issue on hold at this time.
No action taken.
Board members reported on recent meetings they attended
on behalf of the county.
Peschl/McMahon unanimous to set Committees of the
Whole: April 10, St. Cloud State of the City presented by Mayor
Kleis; and May 3, Community Presentation on Tobacco Use in
Benton County.
Peschl/McMahon unanimous (at 10:45 AM) to conduct a
closed meeting of the County Board pursuant to MN Statutes
§13D.03, Subdivision 1, to consider strategy for labor negotiations.
The Regular County Board Meeting was reconvened at 11:24
AM.
Buerkle/Peschl unanimous to adjourn at 11:25 AM.
Edward D. Popp, Chair
Benton County Board of Commissioners
ATTEST:
Montgomery Headley
Benton County Administrator
R-16-1B
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Is there a trade war or not?

So, are we in a tariff war
with China or not? And, is the
United States part of the Trans
Pacic Partnership (TPP) or
not?
Farmers are being whipsawed back and forth with
new announcements regarding
trade coming out daily from
Washington, D.C., adding
even more to the uncertainty
farmers are dealing with as
they head into planting season.
A week ago, the nation
was focused on a potential
trade war between the U.S.
and China. It now appears the
leaders of the U.S. and China
have come to their senses with
the realization that no one wins
in a trade war.
Chinese President Xi
Jinping made the rst move
with promises of opening his
country’s economy further

for
foreign
better off than
investors and
they ever were.
lowering tariffs
It will take a
on cars and
little while to
other
goods.
get there, but it
President
could be very
T r u m p
quick, actually.
responded
Midwestern
saying he was,
growers
are
“thankful for
great patriots
the
Chinese
who understand
leader’s kind
that
they’re
words on tariffs
doing this for
as well as his BY ROGER STROM the country.”
enlightenment
B r i a n
The Business of Farming
on the issue of
K u e h l ,
intellectual property.”
executive director of Farmers
And if we cannot come to for Free Trade, describes
terms with China, the president the idea of compensating
promises farmers they will be farmers for losses as kind of
compensated for any losses bizarre. “How did we get to
connected to the tariffs. Trump a place where we’re talking
made an odd declaration about abandoning markets
saying, “We’ll make it up to and moving to government
them. The farmers will be payments?” he said. Kuehl

said it is doubtful Congress
would ever approve such a
plan, and it is certainly not
something most farmers want
to see happen.
On another front, the
president has done an about
face on his decision to pull
the United States of the TPP.
It is unclear why he changed
his mind but Trump is asking
trade ofcials to look at the
possibility of rejoining the
TPP.
However, that door may
have already closed. The 11
other TPP countries signed
their own trade pact last month.
There is the real possibility
they may not be willing to
reopen the agreement and
make concessions that would
allow the United States back
in.
Farmer frustration with

Trump’s trade strategies is at
a boiling point. At a recent
meeting with lawmakers,
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
Sonny Perdue got an earful
from Montana Sen. Jon Tester,
who is also a farmer.
Tester told Perdue, “The
last three years have been
pretty tough, and it’s going to

be. If this doesn’t get solved
pretty damned quick, we’re
going to see a repeat of the
1980s. I don’t want to see
myself losing the farm or
my neighbors.” Perdue said,
“I hear you and I agree with
you.”
To be continued …
…jus-sayn
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Spring pasture preparation for dairy producers
Make note of
or high winds.
weak or broken
However, it is a
areas and what
step that should
you will need
not be skipped,
to
strengthen
as it is crucial to
or repair them.
not only animal
Then,
gather
health,
but
the supplies you
overall pasture
need and repair
health as well.
the spots you
Fourth,
noted.
Also,
work
on
if you use an BY EMILY WILMES establishment of
electric fence,
new seedings.
University of
make sure it
You may have
MN Extension
is
working
seeded
down
properly to avoid
some pastures
any unnecessary risks. Do a last fall or are doing some
nal walk of the fence line early frost seeding. Check
to make sure you didn’t miss those seedings to assess their
anything. Good fences not progress, and to see if the
only make good neighbors, fall seedings have fared well
but they also make good through the winter. Remember
pasture managers by keeping new seedings cannot take the
cows in and large wildlife out. same stress as older stands.
Third, clean up. Walk the As you get into the grazing
pastures in search of anything season, work the new stands
that should not be there. Trash, in gradually and monitor
debris, rocks and fallen tree them for progress and make
limbs should all be cleaned up adjustments as necessary.
to prevent any hazards to the Taking good care of the new
cows. This is a step that may stands now ensures they will
take some time, especially if be high-producing stands in
you have dealt with storms future seasons.

not readily available but wash
your hands with soap and water
as soon as you can.
Purchase poultry only from
licensed dealers. Poultry dealers
must be licensed annually by
the Minnesota Board of Animal
Health. Dealers are required
to keep records, have a clean
facility and get birds from a
certied source. It is best to
purchase poultry from a licensed
dealer and keep receipts when
you get your birds.
Keep
your
birds

healthy. Poultry should be housed
in a secure area with intact
fences, barriers or buildings.
If animals become ill, separate
them from the healthy animals
and consult your veterinarian.
To learn more about healthy
practices around poultry, visit
http://www.health.state.mn.us/
divs/idepc/dtopics/animal/
backyard.html. You can also get
information from your licensed
dealer or by calling (651) 2015414 or (651) 201-6826.

This position will perform a large variety of duties required to keep all production
and building equipment running correctly, smoothly, efficiently and safely. The
person in this position will be trained to operate machines for troubleshooting
and calibration, perform industrial and mechanical maintenance and have an
understanding of electrical schematics and diagnosing PLC issues. You must be
comfortable with heights and working in confined spaces and be an excellent
communicator, with the ability to interact effectively with supervisors and
colleagues, whether as part of a team or on an independent basis. Previous
employment with maintenance responsibilities and experience is preferred.

Benefits include:
• Disability, Dental and Life Insurance
• 401(k), Paid vacations and holidays

• Competitive Wage
• Health Insurance

Apply in person or online at:

Virnig Manufacturing, Inc.
101 Gateway Dr. NE, Rice, MN 56367
virnigmfg.com

HELP WANTED
Full Time Tanker Drivers

Our drivers work 6 days on then 3 days
Ou
off. H
Home 95% of the time. We offer paid
vacation
vac
after 1 year. Health Insurance,
401K
40 & bonuses. We are a small family
owned company. We have a very
low driver turn-over.
For more details please call

(320) 266-2268
Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-4 p.m.

Hiring General Production
HIRING
$
BONUS

500

We are currently accepting applications for full-time, General Production Employees.
We are offering a $500 HIRING BONUS following 90 days of continuous employment.
Additionally, candidates who begin work by the end of May and remain employed until
the plant closes or are permanently laid off as a result of the discontinuance of plant
operations, are eligible for a…

SEVERANCE PAYMENT OF
UP TO $2,000.
*$500 hiring and $2000 severance only applicable if starting before the end of May.*
General Production employees perform a wide variety of tasks on the moving
assembly line in the manufacturing process of freezer products. Workers will rotate into
different work tasks, work areas and departments determined by production schedules.

The starting wage is $15.04 per hour
with scheduled wage
increases & shift differentials.
BENEFITS:
Employees receive benefits after 90 days of employment:
a. Medical insurance
e. Vacation
b. Dental insurance
f. Seniority
c. 401k
g. Jury duty pay differential
d. Paid holidays
h. Funeral or Memorial Service pay

Let us help you
customize your farm
Call
Randy
or
Derek
Today!
Free Estimates
ates • Free Delivery
Locally Owned and Operated

• Residential • Agricultural • Light Commercial • Drafting
St. Martin, MN • www.lifestylelumber.com • 320-548-3459 • 800-699-9774

* Please do not reapply if you have applied in the last 90 day’s *
Apply online at: www.stcelectrolux.com OR
Complete a paper application at the Minnesota Workforce Center
St. Cloud Technical College
1542 Northway Drive, Door 2 • St. Cloud, MN 56303
Mon-Fri 8 am to 4 pm
If you need assistance during the application or interview process due to a disability, please contact 1-800-974-9700 and
Electrolux will attempt provide reasonable assistance. Applicants will not be penalized for requesting such assistance.
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Raising
poultry,
like
chickens in the backyard, is
increasingly popular across the
country. However, newcomers
may not be aware of some
risks for illness. These risks
are greatest for children under
5 years old and people with
weakened immune systems.
Because spring is a
common time to purchase birds,
the Minnesota Department
of Health and the Minnesota
Board of Animal Health are
recommending a few simple
steps for staying healthy around
live poultry.
Be
aware
of
the
risks. Recent years have seen
large nationwide outbreaks
of salmonella infections linked
to live poultry in small ocks.
Over the past three years, 84
Minnesotans and 2,267 people
nationwide have become ill
with salmonella infections in
these outbreaks. Although people
love to cuddle baby poultry, this
is a known way for people and
poultry to share germs.
Keep poultry in their
place, not yours. Do not allow
live poultry in your house
or in areas where food or
drinks are prepared, served or
stored. Dedicate a pair of boots
or shoes for use in the poultry
areas. Do not wear these boots
anywhere other than your poultry
area and store the boots outside.
Wash your hands. Wash your
hands with soap and water after
contact with poultry or their
environment. Hand sanitizer can
be used when soap and water are

Full-Time Maintenance Technician
Virnig Manufacturing, a leader in skid steer attachment
manufacturing in Rice, MN is in search of a Full-Time
Maintenance Technician.
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Simple tips for avoiding illness when
raising backyard poultry

Fifth, think water. If
you have water lines in
your paddocks, check them
for damage and make any
needed repairs. Also, consider
how water is set up. In your
reection from last season,
you may have realized
waterers need to be moved. In
particular, think about moving
tanks that have been in an area
that gets muddy easily. You
should try to prevent animals
from standing in mud as much
as possible, so moving water
lines and tanks is a good way
to combat that.
Lastly,
survey
the
pasture situation. Are your
pastures extra muddy from
the snowmelt? You may need
to create a sacrice area to
hold cattle to prevent them
from ripping up the entire
pasture. Are your paddocks
accessible? Make sure the
layout of your pasture makes
sense and allows for ease in
moving cattle and managing
the land.
It goes without saying
that spring is a busy time of
year. However, do not ignore
your pastures. Planning and
preparing your pastures will
ensure they are productive allseason long.
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Although the calendar
says it is spring, it has not
quite felt that way. Spring
is right around the corner,
however, and now is the time
to start planning for warm
weather. It is time for dairy
farmers who graze to start
thinking about those pastures.
With everything else that may
be happening in the spring, it
is still important to give some
attention to pastures and make
sure you are ready for another
grazing season.
First, take some time to
consider past grazing seasons.
What has worked? What has
not? Has the weather effected
your grazing? Are there
paddocks that have needed
extra attention? Were there
any goals you made at the end
of last season for this season?
Was there something new you
wanted to try? Thinking about
the past can help you plan for
the future and ensure good
productivity in the coming
grazing season.
Second, make some
repairs. Take the time to walk
the fence line of your pastures.

Electrolux Home Products, Inc., together with its parent companies; affiliates; subsidiaries and divisions (collectively referred to as “Electrolux”) is an
Equal Opportunity Employer. Our employment decisions are made without regard to race, color, religion, sex, marital status, pregnancy, national origin,
citizenship, age, physical or mental disability, genetic information, sexual orientation, veteran status, military status, or any other characteristic or status
protected by federal, state or local law.
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Ag policy at the forefront
Rep. Peterson joins KASM
Radio’s Dairy Discussion
BY JENNIFER COYNE
STAFF WRITER

ALBANY – From milk
price to fair trade agreements,
a lot has been on the minds of
dairy farmers lately.
During a recent forum,
dairy farmers, agriculture nancial institution representatives and others involved in the
industry gathered to voice their
concerns and seek answers
from U.S. Representative Collin Peterson.
Joe Gill, of 1150 AM
KASM Radio, hosted the
Dairy Discussion forum April
4 in Albany.
Gill and Peterson were
joined on stage by Minnesota
Farm Bureau President Kev-

in Paap, Minnesota Farmers
Union President Gary Wertish,
AMPI representative and dairy
farmer Steve Schlangen, First
District Association representative and dairy farmer Joe
Becker, Land O’Lakes representative and dairy farmer Brad Vold, and Elmdale
Creamery and First District
Association representative and
dairy farmer Ron Koopmeiners. Minnesota Milk Producers
Association President David
Buck was able to join the conversation by phone.
“We’re in a tough time,
but we will get through it,” said
Vold, who dairy farms with
his family near Glenwood. “I
challenge each of you to take
the time to contact Washing-

PHOTO BY JENNIFER COYNE

Dairy farmer Mike Orbeck poses a question for Rep. Collin
Peterson during the Dairy Discussion April 4 in Albany. Orbeck
milks 100 cows near St. Martin.

ton. It starts with you.”
The U.S. economy in a world
market
Low milk prices are putting many dairy farmers in the
Upper Midwest in a unique
predicament – feeling like they
either have to expand and increase milk production or retire the milking units.
Dairy farmers are not the
only ones feeling the effect,
but also milk processors and
industry allies.
“In our area, around 20
miles from me, I know 1,000
cows that have left,” said
Buck, who milks cows near
Goodhue. “My local vet made
a comment about how many
cows he’s lost in his business.
It’s the worst he’s seen.”
Likewise, First District
Association lost about 50 of
their 900 patrons last year. To
date, 30 patrons have left in
2018, according to Becker.
“I believe a lot are not
quitting because they want to,
but because they have to,” said
Becker who dairies near Grove
City.
Vold agreed.
“There are producers that
are fourth-generation plus being forced to leave the industry,” he said. “They’re making
that decision because the passion [to milk cows] is gone and
they’re at an age where they
can still have another career
path.”
The forum of farmers
could all agree this crisis is
due in part to the oversupply
of milk in the domestic market
and the challenge of distributing it throughout the international market.
All dairy cooperatives
represented in the Dairy Discussion have limited milk pro-

PHOTO BY JENNIFER COYNE

U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson (left) discusses changes to the Margin Protection Program with KASM
radio host Joe Gill during the radio station’s Dairy Discussion April 4 in Albany.

duction in some way for their
patrons by either implementing a base program, discouraging expansion or timing expansions.
Yet, it was noted from a
statement in the audience that
farmers are getting bigger and
milk is being taken on from
those larger farms.
“Short-term, it may look
like it’s hurting us in the Upper Midwest,” said Schlangen
about AMPI’s decision to add a
large farm to their list of pickups. “But long-term, if it wasn’t
for the assurance of having that
milk supply, we wouldn’t be
able to make investments like
the plant in Sanborn.”
Without a contract such as
this, Schlangen said the cooperative would not be viable in
the future.
“They’re helping us so
that we can have a facility that
is up-to-date and be competitive in the global market,” he
said. “Whether we like it or
not, we are in the global market.”
With unjust competition
from Canada and the European
Union, forum participants expressed the importance of fair
trade agreements, such as the
North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), and
possibly reconsidering ways in
which U.S. dairy farmers are
paid for production.
“It’s time we had an honest

BEST LOOK®

and probably played a big role
in helping the country stay out
of a depression,” Wertish said.
“Right now, we need a little
payback.”
Paap agreed.
“It’s not just dairy and
the nancial stress with that,”
he said. “We’re hearing a lot
about the importance of a farm
bill and a safety net with that,
and the dairy xes. Everything
is snowballing.”
Negotiations will continue
in the hopes of passing a farm
bill for 2019. If the bill is not
accepted, a continuation of the
current laws will apply.
“The only place you would
lose is that you wouldn’t get $9
MPP on dairy and increases in
CRP acreage,” Peterson said.
“Nothing changes in the safety
net of other crops.”
With few questions answered at the Dairy Discussion, it was an opportunity for
dairy farmers to come together
and show support for their
livelihood, and the importance
of making change in Washington, D.C.
“[Farmers] are good at
what we do and we operate
within our means,” said Koopmeiners, of Albany. “I’ll survive and there are many others
in this room that will survive
because we’re good at what we
do.”
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discussion,” Wertish said. “We
don’t have the appetite to go
to a pricing system, but maybe
we need to look at a two-tier
system – one for domestic and
one for international.”
Peterson agreed that the
U.S. dairy industry is in a game
difcult to play.
“If Class 7 is given up in
NAFTA negotiations, Canada
will continue dumping powder
into the market and undermine
our price. Also, Canada owns
the No. 2 and No. 4 American milk processing companies. They own more than we
do because they’ve made all
this money and can’t invest in
Canada,” Peterson said. “It’s a
huge problem and I don’t know
how we solve milk oversupply
without rst addressing that.”
Farm bill construction shows
slow progress
While the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPPDairy) developed a short-term
x for the dairy economy, a
long-term solution will have to
be found in the next farm bill.
A new farm bill could
have the potential for a larger
dairy safety net with $9 maximum coverage in MPP-Dairy.
Unfortunately, the farm
bill is not a top priority for
many lawmakers, Peterson
said.
“In 2009, agriculture had
a nice bump and some protable years. We paid back debts
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