TITUS


TITUS
1 One of Jesus’ followers named Paul encouraged others to follow God’s advice so they could enjoy the better life God promised.  He wrote this letter to Titus, who was also one of Jesus’ followers.
Good Leaders
Dear Titus,

I want to remind you that God cares about you and wants you to enjoy the kind of life that Jesus demonstrated.  

When I left you on the island of Crete to appoint leaders for Jesus’ followers in each town, I asked you to select men who hadn’t been arrested, who have no more than one wife, whose children are obedient, who aren’t proud, greedy, hot tempered, or excessive drinkers, but who welcome strangers, have good judgment, help others in need, exercise self-control, follow God’s advice diligently, and encourage others to follow it.

How to Follow God’s Advice
As you know, a lot of people in Crete claim to follow God’s advice, but their behavior proves otherwise.  A prominent poet admitted that the people there are notorious for being deceptive and self-centered.  They even teach their children to behave like that.

Encourage the people to stop following the Jewish traditions that restrict them from eating certain foods.  Those of us who follow God’s advice realize that we can eat anything.

2 Encourage them to also make good decisions.  Older men should demonstrate God’s advice by caring about others.  Older women should honor God by not spreading rumors or drinking excessively.  Instead, they should teach the younger women to respect their husbands and take good care of their children and home.
Try to set a good example for the younger men so others will have no reason to criticize you.  They should do what their boss tells them, without stealing or being disrespectful, so others will see the value of following God’s advice.
God cares about everyone and wants to help us all make good decisions so we can enjoy a better life.  So keep encouraging others to follow God’s advice and be kind, humble, and ready to help people in need, as Jesus did.
3 There was a time when we thought we could achieve a better life on our own.  We didn’t care about each other and were only interested in satisfying our own selfish desires.  But we realize now that God cares about us and is helping us enjoy a better life by following God’s advice, as Jesus demonstrated so well. 
Since following God’s advice benefits everyone, you should encourage those who respect God to set a good example.  They should avoid foolish arguments over their ancestry and traditions, because that doesn’t help people in need.  They should also avoid people who’ve been scolded more than once for such divisive behavior, because they’re not following God’s advice.
Final Comments

Encourage everyone there to help Zenas and Apollos continue their travels to share God’s advice with others.  

When Artemas or Tychicus arrives there, I’d like you to meet me at the town of Nicopolis in Greece, where I’m planning to spend the winter.  
Please greet all our friends there.
Sincerely,







Paul
320
321

