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Inter-Faith Hospitality Network 
St. Stephen's UCC-August, 2017 

 

 

We have two short months in which to line up volunteers for St. Stephen's annual mission project of providing temporary 
housing for up to three families during the month of August. 
 
Volunteer Opportunities:  For the past eight years during the month of August many volunteers from St. Stephen’s and 
several other local churches  have given of their time and resources to make this project a smoothly run success.  We will 
be sharing many of the responsibilities with our “buddy” church, Living Hope Community Church in Dublin.  Living Hope 
will cover most of the volunteer needs for transportation, overnight and meals from August 1st to and including August 
16th.  St. Stephen’s will cover the remainder of the month.  Many of our coordinators are in place and ready to begin the 
planning for the families that will arrive this coming August.  We hope that the congregation will also be prayerfully 
planning ways to be a part of this program.  Listed below are opportunities for you to choose.  This season we’ll be 
counting on the volunteers of the past as well as new volunteers to sign on or contribute in some way (see the list of 
volunteer opportunities on the following page.) 
 
Supplies Needed: 

¶ Non-Perishable Food:  coffee, tea, ice tea, lemonade mix, instant hot and cold cereal, raisins, popcorn, crackers, cookies, 
powdered drinks. 

¶ Cleaning Supplies: dish detergent, bar or liquid soup, hand wipes, disinfectants, sponges. 

¶ Monetary Contributions:  To purchase needed supplies. 
 

########################################  

INTER-FAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 

St. Stephen's Host Church August 2017 

Living Hope Buddy Church 
 

Volunteer Opportunities for Service 
  

Name________________________________________________________________________     
  
Phone________________________________Email____________________________________     
  
I am interested in serving IHN in one or more of the following areas. 
  
_______ Dinner Volunteer                           _______ Child Care Volunteer 

_______ Overnight Volunteer                         _______ Linen Laundering Volunteer 

_______ Transportation                               _______ Moving In and Out Volunteer 

Return this form to the IHN Mailbox outside the church office or drop in the offering plate.   
For more information, contact Sparkie Heckler (215-257-2350) hecklerl@verizon.net or Bob & Judy Ockenfuss (215-257-1279) 

ockenfuss@verizon.net. 

mailto:ockenfuss@verizon.net
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Inter-Faith Hospitality Network:    

Volunteer Opportunities 

    Overall Coordinator:  Sparkie Heckler 

Host Coordinators 

¶ Bob & Judy Ockenfuss   Week 1 (8/1 -5) 
¶ Merle & Eileen Schuster   Week 2 (8/6 – 12) 
¶ Ken & Marilyn Schaefer   Week 3 (8/13 – 19) 

¶ Dave & Elfriede Benner   Week 4 (8/20 – 26) 
¶ Carol Horrocks & Mary Sine   Week 5 (8/27 – 9/1) 

 

Dinner Volunteers  -  Judy Ockenfuss, Coordinator 
¶ Needed during the evening, between 5:45 PM and 7:30 PM. 
¶ To bring the evening meal and eat with the guest families. 

¶ Stay at the church until the overnight volunteers arrive. 
¶ Give a blessing before each meal. 
 
Overnight Volunteers  -  Bob Ockenfuss, Coordinator 

¶ Two volunteers needed every night to "sleep over" at the church and interact with the 
families during the evening hours. 

¶ Families may volunteer, however, only 2 queen air beds will be provided.  You must bring 

your own bedding. 
¶ Arrive at approx. 7:30 PM and leave early AM. 
 
Transportation Volunteers  -  Open 

¶ Use own cars to drive guest families to and from the Day Center 
¶ The Day Center is located at 177 Front Street in Souderton. 
¶ Families with children will have the necessary car seats. 

¶ Times are about 7:30 AM and late afternoon. 
¶ If guests have cars, some services will not be necessary. 
 
Linen Laundering Volunteers  -  Nancy Rourke, Coordinator 

¶ Once a week pick up bedding bundles at each room, launder and return by late afternoon. 
¶ With sufficient volunteers, only one bundle to a volunteer. 
 
Moving In and Out Volunteers  -  Pending 
¶ Needed to help set up cots the day of guests arrival. 
¶ Needed to help take down and transport cots to the next location at the end of the month. 

¶ Use truck if needed. 
 
Child Care Volunteers  -  Open 
¶ May be needed one evening per week while adult guests attend counseling meetings. 

¶ Children and teenagers are welcome along with at least one adult volunteer. 
 
Supply Volunteers -   Heidi Rimmer & Eileen Schuster 
¶ Needed to distribute or purchase the necessary supplies. 

¶ Supplies may be placed on the Interfaith Hospitality table located in the vestibule of 
Ehrhart Hall. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ L ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǳƴǘȅ ƻƴ ƳŜΚ  L ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛŦǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5Χέ   --Psalm 116: 12-13 

Like the rush of the wind, on a Sunday many years ago, the disciples of Christ were blessed by 

the coming of the Holy Spirit.  On that first Pentecost, the living presence of God in the world 

was born—and in many ways we call that the birthday of the church.  With tongues of fire, the 

disciples were blessed with the ability to speak to all the peoples of the world in ways they 

would understand.  They were equipped to go forth and minister. 

As ministers for Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are called to embrace that burning 

desire to share the Gospel message and live it into the world; communicating  the Good News 

in ways that the various people of the world will hear. 

For us at St. Stephen’s, the wind and flame of the Spirit are knocking on our personal doors, 

inviting us to make connections with one another and with those around us.  God, in divine 

bounty, has blessed each one of us with gifts for ministry.  What are yours?    Are you a talker?  

A do-er?  Do you have skills that could be used for the sake of the Gospel?  Artistic ability, 

musical ability, physical ability?  Do you have a willing hand or heart?  

When we live into the Spirit, we have the opportunity to cultivate these gifts and share them, 

graciously giving back to God for all with which we have been blessed.  How will you use your 

gifts for the service of Jesus Christ both in and outside the church?   

One of our children has chosen to have a Lemonade stand on the church property this summer 

in order to support Bethany Children’s Home.  This is a simple gesture that can have a wide 

impact. 

The Interfaith Hospitality Network gives an opportunity for people of all ages to share their 

gifts and be involved in helping others in a service setting.  From doing laundry to making a 

meal or just being present, there is something there for you to provide. 

Vacation Bible School gives the church an opportunity to reach out into the community and 

share the message of faith.  Perhaps your gift would be taking door hangers to the community 

homes and inviting their children to VBS. 
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Or maybe you play an instrument or sing and would be willing to offer special music in 

worship? 

These are just a few of the ways we can combine the gifts God has given us and use them to 

impact the lives of others through the Holy Spirit.   But I am willing to bet that you can think of 

more. 

How is the Spirit moving you to engage in the ministries of the church?    

I want to hear from you—your ideas, your hopes, your dreams. 

On a more personal note:   

As July approaches, we complete our first year of ministry together:   

For all of the blessings mutually received, I give thanks.  For you, a community of faith seeking 

to boldly live into a future God is preparing, I am grateful.  For unmet expectations and the 

ways I have fallen short in word or action, I ask your forgiveness and grace.  And in all things, I 

ǇǊŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ōŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ 

Living into the Spirit with Thanksgiving, 

Pastor Jeff 
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WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS:   Worship is at 9:30 am 

June 4, 2017:  Pentecost Sunday with Communion; Graduate Recognition Sunday 

Come and worship in Spirit as we remember the birthday of the church.  Wear Red as the 

color of celebration!  Communion will be shared during the service and we will honor and 

bless our 2017 Graduates.  All are welcome! 

 

 

June 11, 2017:  Hymn Sing Sunday 

Share together in the songs of our faith in a service led by members of the Worship and 

Music Ministries committee.  Make a joyful noise to the Lord all the earth!  This is the last 

Sunday for Choir before summer recess. 

 

 

 

June 18, 2017:  Father’s Day Sunday 

Come and join us in worship as we reflect upon faith and its role in our daily living.  We celebrate the 

fathers and people who are like fathers in our lives, and we worship God in joy and praise!   All are 

welcome! 

 

 

 

June 25, 2017:  Bring a Friend Sunday: UCC ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 

Proud to be: UCC!  We celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the United Church of 

Christ and reflect on how God is still speaking and more so, what might God be 

saying??? 
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               Vacation Bible School 

 

Register your child online today! 

Visit our webpage or Facebook page for a link. 

 

Be a Hero with Us! 

Come and join us as we learn the stories of: Samuel anointing David, Abigail saving the day, Jesus going to the 

Temple, and the birthday of the church on Pentecost!  Real life heroes from our community will be on the journey 

too!   All are welcome! Register today! 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: 

~Decorating Nights are Wednesdays from June 7 through July 5 at 6:30 pm 

~We need help with crafts, games, science, snacks, and Bible stories.  What can you do? 

~Helping hands are needed to distribute doorknob hanger invitations in the community the first two weeks in June.  If 

you are willing, please contact the church office! 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT 

Saturday, June 24th 6 pm.   Air Conditioned 

Free Popcorn and Drinks provided!  All are welcome! 

 

Did you know?    

~Penn Southeast Conference UCC is hosting its Spring Meeting in West Chester, June 9-11, 2017.  Terry Weirback and 

Pastor Jeff are attending as the official delegate and pastor for St. Stephen’s UCC.   A hymn sing Sunday will be held that 

week! 

~Adult Bible Study and Church School end on June 4, 2017 

~Midweek Bible Study will take a summer break beginning June 15. 
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EVENTS THIS SUMMER  

 

CǊƛŘŀȅ άCŜƭƭƻǿǎέ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ on 
June 2, at 7:00 AM  

There will be no Friday “Fellows”  
Fellowship in July and August. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP IN THE PARK 

Sunday, July 9th  
10:30am Worship 

 
Please join us on July 9, when we gather at 

10:30 am in Perkasie Park (on 9th Street) for 

worship and a refreshments. 
 
Refreshments will be provided.     
 
Wheelchairs will be available for those who have 

need.   

 
 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
   

                  
 

 

Hero Central 
is coming to St. Stephenôs 

Sunday, July 9 ï Thursday, July 13 
From 6:30-8:30pm 

 
VBS Sunday: July 16, 9:30am 

 
Registration Forms and Volunteer Forms 

are in the Ehrhart Hall Narthex and on 
the next page. 

 

 
 

From Terry Weirback: 
 

I am honored to have been chosen to be your 
delegate to the 2017 Spring Meeting of the 
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference to be held at West 
Chester University Friday, June 9 thru Sunday, June 11. 
This year’s theme is “Being Transformed” [Romans 
12:2]. The purpose of this meeting is to deepen our 
relationship with Jesus Christ and each other and to 
strengthen our gifts to ministry in service of God’s 
people.  For more information go to PSEC website; 
PSEC.org. - click on Calendar & Events – 2017 PSEC 
Spring Meeting. 

 
Also, I am extremely honored to have been chosen as 
one of only 31 delegates, who along with the 
Conference Minister and staff, will represent the 
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference at the 31st. 
General Synod of the United Church of Christ. Every 
two years General Synod brings together thousands of 
faithful delegates, visitors and guests from around the 
country and abroad for formal church witness, 
inspirational worship and fellowship with friends (new 
and old). This year’s gathering is being held in the 
Baltimore Convention Center – Inner Harbor District - 

Baltimore MD from Friday, June 30 thru Tuesday, July 
4.  Together we will discern resolutions of witness, 
church structure and function. We will stand up for 
the issues that demand a faithful witness and gather 
in worship each day (considered one of the most 
significant components of General Synod) to lift-up 
the Stillspeaking God. General Synod is open to 
visitors, but you must be registered, except for 
the Sunday community worship service, where as 
many as five-thousand are expected to attend. 
There is a wealth of information relating to 
General Synod on the UCC website; 
ucc.org/synod. I encourage you to visit it and take 
the time to watch the 15 minute “a video 
resource to get you ready for Synod”. Your 
comments, thoughts and prayers are welcomed.               
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     Vacation Bible School 
 

 
HERO CENTRAL 

            Helper / Camp Preparation Sign-up 
 

          Please consider lending a hand this  
          summer with Vacation Bible School.   

 
    Hero Central will be held  

    July 9-13 from 6:30-8:30 pm.      
         

Name ______________________________ 
 

Phone # _____________________________ 
 

Email ______________________________  
 

Camp Preparation: 
_____ Create decorations      _____ Decorate church 
_____ Provide supplies         _____ Publicity 
 

During our Fun Fair: 
_____ Crafts   _____ Drama 
_____ Music   _____ Games 
_____ Worship   _____ Science 
_____ Mission   _____ Snacks 
_____ Photographer                        _____ Greeter/ 
                                                                Registration 
_____ Shepherding children to stations 

 
 

Please complete this form and place it in the offering 
plate or in Donna Wimmer½s mailbox.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

 
 

Register now and bring your friends 

for an exciting summer of imagination!!   

Hero Central 

St. Stephen’s UCC. 

July 9-13, 2017  

6:30-8:30 pm 

 
Child #1 Name ________________________________ 

          Grade 

Birthdate_________Age:_______Completed________ 

 

Child #2 Name _________________________________ 

          Grade 

Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________ 

 

Child #3 Name ________________________________ 

                      Grade 

Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________ 

 

        

  

Phone#__________________Email_________________ 

 

Parent(s) Name 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Emergency 

Phone#_______________________________________   

 

Allergies or other important information:  ___   

 

        

 

Church 

Affiliation:____________________________________ 

 

 

Please complete this form and place 

 it in the offering plate or in 

 Donna Wimmerôs mailbox.  Thank you! 
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 MISSION / OUTREACH  
 

Free Jazz Event FUMC of Perkasie  
Sunday, June 11, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
 

Join FUMC for an afternoon of jazz and community. The Jazz 
Sanctuary will be doing a "Jazz and Joe" event at First 
United Methodist Church of Perkasie on June 11th from 
2pm-4pm. All are welcome as this is a secular event. Light 
refreshments and desserts will be served. Accepting non-
perishables for the F.I.S.H food pantry.  More info at 
www.fumcperkasie.co 

 
 

Lemonade Stand at St. Stephen’s UCC 
I am having a lemonade stand on the church lawn, June 25, 
July 23 after worship and August 19 during the Perkasie Car 
Show.  I will give the money to Bethany Children’s Home.  
Thank you.    Jayna Wesley 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

FISH NEWS 

 
Please note that we are now collecting for our Summer Kids 
Lunch Program.  As you may know, many children receive 
subsidized lunches and breakfasts at school throughout the 
school year.  When summer rolls around, and the kids are 
home all day, our client families have a hard time putting 
food on the table to replace those meals.  Please consider 
holding a “kid food” food drive this spring to help us gear up 
to assist these families.  FISH families with school aged 
children will receive an extra bag of food each month during 
the summer that will include “kid friendly” foods.  We will 
also be purchasing some items like milk, cheese, yogurt and 
fruit to distribute.  Some kid friendly ideas... 
Fruit, applesauce, Jello and pudding cups, granola bars, 
mini snack packs, fruit leather, mac and cheese mix, 
peanut butter and jelly, Spaghettios, cheese and PB 
cracker packs, canned tuna and chicken, bags of apples 
and oranges, and more!  Be creative! 

 
KEYSTONE OPPORTUNITY CENTER 

In our areas of Upper Bucks and Montgomery Counties, the 
average percent of students receiving the school-subsidized 
meal (breakfast and lunch) program is just over 20% 
(Souderton 18%, Quakertown 27%, Pennridge 17%, North 
Penn 21%, etc.).  This is a surprisingly high number of 
students for our community, and this number has been on 
the rise over the last several years. This means that 1 in 5 of 
your child's or grandchild's classmates are at risk for food 
insecurity.  Could you imagine your child or your grandchild 
facing this fear? 
Keystone needs your help.  To provide the Summer Aid 
Program to this increasing number of local students, we 
need to raise $30,000.  This will ensure that these additional 
children get the food they need throughout the summer.  
We know that you will rally support to help these local 
families in need.  Won't you consider donating to help your 
neighbors' children so they have the food they need this 
summer? 

Here is how you can help. 
No child should have to face the challenge of not having 
enough food this summer.  Through your donation and 
Keystone's Food Pantry Summer Aid Program, we can make 
a huge difference in the lives of local children. 

http://www.pennridgefish.org/events/free-jazz-event-fumc-of-perkasie
http://www.fumcperkasie.co/


 

 

 

 

Our Church Family  

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

06/02 Marc McConnell, Shawn Flaherty  
06/03 Joe Gerhart, Brian Egan  
06/04 Randy White  
06/06 Madeline Wehrheim  
06/07 Charles Moyer, Monika Lentz  
06/08 David Benner, Rachel Ketterer  
06/11 Noah Hager 
06/12 Charles Pope  
06/15 Thomas Price  
06/16 Barbara Boughter  
06/17    Bob Hunsicker 
06/18 Matthew Hardner  
06/19 Carol Walters  
06/20 Nancy Rourke  
06/21 Howard Labs  
06/23 Danielle Schuster  
06/24 Lisa Wesley  
06/25 Christina Nolden  
06/26 Elaine Hager, Elizabeth Moyer, Brittany Wright, 

Ryan Alexander  
06/27 Jonathan Boughter  
06/30 Wanda Detweiler, Ethan Rantz  

  
Happy Birthday and 

DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ 

 
 
 

Congratulations Class of 2017 
 

The following members of St. Stephen’s are 
graduating this year.  We congratulate them on 
their accomplishments and wish them God’s 
blessings as they pursue their future vocations. 

 
 

2017 High School Graduates 

Zachary Alexander ~ will be graduating from 

Pennridge High School and will attend West 

Chester University in the fall to pursue a Marketing 

Degree. 

 

Sierra Elizabeth Camburn ~ will be graduating from 

Quakertown Community High School and will 

attend Temple University in the fall to study 

Neuroscience/Premed.  While at Temple Sierra will 

run track for the Temple Track Division Team. 

Alexis Erdman ~ will be graduating from Upper 

Bucks Vo-Tech on June 5, from their Law 

Enforcement program and from Pennridge High 

School on June 8.   

Claudia Rose Hafler ~ will be graduating from 

Pennridge High School and will attend Penn State 

Altoona in the fall. 

Jenna Lynelle Hartzell ~ will be graduating from 

Pennridge High School on June 8, 2017.  She is a 

member of the National Honor Society, and 

participated in lacrosse and Symphonic Band.  In 

the fall, she will attend Old Dominion University in 

Norfolk, VA.  She plans to major in 

Communications. 

Lauren Seachrist ~ will be graduating from 

Pennridge High School and will attend Bucks 

County Community College in the fall. 

2017 College Graduates 

Christy Knipe ~ graduated from Gwynedd Mercy 

College with a Bachelors degree in nursing. 

THANK YOU 
Dear Friends, 

 
Thank you  for your thoughts, prayers, cards and 
flowers during my illness.  It mean so much to be loved 
by my church family.   
 
Sincerely, 
Elfriede Benner 
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Stephen’s United Church of Christ  

110 N. Sixth Street 

Perkasie PA 18944 

 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time Sensitive Materials  

Mailed:  June 1, 2017 

 

 

Please visit our website at 
www.thessperkasie.org 

for the latest information from St. 
Stephen’s UCC. 

 
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ 

110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944 
215-257-6460 

www.thessperkasie.org 
Facebook:  Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA 

Instagram: StStephensucc 
Twitter:  @Stephensuccperk 

Email: office@thessperkasie.org 
 

Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor 
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org 

Drop In Office Hours: Tues. 1:00-2:00 pm 
Wednesday 9 am to 11 am 

 
Jean Dager – Director of Music 

 
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

                  
 

 


