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Tour de Highland West Bike Ride
and Social coming up October 8th!
This year’s Tour de Highland West is to be held Sunday
afternoon, October 8th, from 1– 7:00 PM. We are partnering with our neighbors at Sideswipe Brewery at 2419
Scioto Harper Drive, just across the railroad tracks north
of us. Although a community bike ride, this event also is
held each year to attract riders who do not live in Highland West or on the hilltop, introducing them to the
Highland West community along West Broad Street from
Glenwood Park to Hague Avenue, so others might see the
potential in the neighborhood, its great housing stock
(like none-other in comparable neighborhoods throughout the City), its proximity to major freeways, bike ways,
and downtown itself. The day begins around 1:00 when
those of us who want to go on the bike ride meet in the
Sideswipe Brewery parking lot. We will travel as a group
throughout the neighborhoods north and south of Broad
Street. During the way we will also make stops and learn
about some of the history of the area. Upon returning to
the brewery parking lot around 2:15 PM, there will be a
food truck where we can purchase food and have a bite to
eat and some fellowship with one another. The brewery
will also be open until 7:00 PM so we can see and experience the various things that they have for purchase as
well. It should be a good time for everyone. Come for just the ride, just the food in the parking lot, or just the
brew—or come for all three! Everyone is most welcome and everyone is encouraged to bring a friend … who
knows, they might be come your next new neighbor. Please come and help us show others and reacquaint
ourselves with all the great things that make up our community: Highland West.
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The Highland West Garden MAKE-OVER
...to CONTINUE in 2018!
The makeover of our gardens at 29 N.
Wheatland continues in 2018 to make the
garden not only a place for gardening, but
also a place for the arts, music, and events.
The area designated for individual gardens
will contain 5x7 containers that will be available for individuals or families to rent for
the growing season. A stage will be erected
with a large green area in front of it to give
us the ability to bring back an old tradition
that was lost once the new health center was
built … Music in the Park and for hosting
other events as well. Electric will be installed, along with additional greenery and a
privacy fence along the south side so art pieces and the like may be hung. The retaining wall that used to be
along the front of the garden has been removed, along with the steps, making it much more accessible to the
street and to better afford entry and easy access to those who are not able to climb stairs. As our community
has continued to change, so has the way that people do gardening and providing fresh produce for their families, and we must change along with them so our garden will continue to be a relevant part of our neighborhood and better serve the needs of the Highland West community itself, as we continue to revitalize the area.

Highland West and “The Broken Window’s Theory”:
What YOU can do! (Reprinted annually each Fall by popular demand so no one misses out!)
Perhaps they’ll break in and set up shop for drug deals and prostitution … or squatters could move into it,
light a fire in the fireplace to keep warm only to burn the entire house to the ground, taking the adjacent
houses along with it. Once done with the house across the street, the vandals will need to find another house,
perhaps yours since no one seems to care or call the police on that street. Or consider the sidewalks, alleys
and yards in your neighborhood. Someone discards a candy wrapper or a 40 ounce from a local carryout.
Soon more litter and bottles begin to collect. According to Wikipedia, “the broken windows theory” was first
introduced by social scientists James Q. Wilson and George L. Kelling in an article entitled “Broken Windows”
which appeared in the March 1982 edition of the Atlantic Monthly. The contents of the book are still relevant
today, 32 years later. Consider a building with a broken window; if it’s not repaired, suddenly another broken
window appears on the same structure, then another, so on and so forth, as vandals continue to see how far
they can push the envelope without getting caught. Before you know it, people are leaving bags and litter
from fast food restaurants all over the place, followed by trash bags, tons of construction waste, discarded furniture, and old tires! People looking for a good place to deal dope or sell sex see such an area as they drive
through and it screams “ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET”! “Come set up shop here—no one cares and no
one is going to call the City or the Police on you.”
A successful strategy, per the authors of the book, is to fix problems when they are still small before they escalate into something uncontrollable, causing residents to move out of the neighborhood. Fix the broken window within a day, a week at the most. Pick up the litter on a daily basis and you will find the amount of it will 2

go down dramatically. If your neighbor is elderly or not well off, offer to help them replace the window or take
care of their yard. When you see people dumping tires and the like in alleys and yards or large items of furniture,
call 614-645-3111 … they will come and take them away. When you see vandalism taking place call 911! If a
property is vacant and you notice broken out windows, report it by calling 614-645-3111. If a street light has
burned out on your street or in the alley, then please report it by calling 614-645-3111, otherwise it’s not going
to get fixed and the darkness will invite even more illicit activity.
If you have neighbors that seem to have to live their lives with the constant accompaniment of a soundtrack by
blaring their stereo so loud that your windows rattle, then please, call the police at 614-645-4545. If people
are wandering in and out of properties they don’t live in, or are doing “things” in the yard or alley that they
shouldn’t be doing in public, then please, call the police at 614-645-4545. If you know criminal activity is taking place on your street or alley such as drug dealing or prostitution, then report it by calling 614-645-3111
and the police at 614-645-4545, and if you’re not happy with the response you are getting locally, then call the
DEA directly at 202-307-1000. YOU CAN REMAIN ANONYMOUS! Then, be sure you follow up if you don’t see
results! Raise your expectations and the you will see the level of City services dramatically increase. If you have
low expectations of your own efforts, the neighborhood, and of the City, then that is the kind of neighborhood you
are going to have: one of low expectations and full of criminal activity. As a resident, you are a stakeholder and
as a stakeholder should never be afraid to raise the bar of expectations.
But what about the time honored tradition still held by too many of our residents on the hill of not making waves
and minding ones own business? WELL, you are minding your own business, the neighborhood in which you
live and raise your children in is YOUR BUSINESS and you have a right to say what will or will not go on
there because criminal activity and vandalism affect all of us, even if it might be way down at the other end of the
block or on the other side of the alley. Sit down and draw a map of your street, just the block you live on will do,
unless you’re close to the end of it, then do half yours and half the next one down from you. Draw in the houses
and put the house numbers on them. Then add the next street over from you on both sides as well, the same
block (s), but map out the houses on the sides of those streets that are closest to you as well and write in their
house numbers. Keep a copy of this handy for whenever you might need it. If something happens or is going on
that needs called in to the police, you will have all the information you need at your fingertips: the street and the
house number without having to even go outside your front door to get them. Call in the crime and remain
anonymous … the police will come and a report of the incident will have be made. They use crime statistics to
assign officers, etc., so if it isn’t reported, to them it didn’t happen. ALSO, keep aware of the crime going on in your
neighborhood by going online to www.communitycrimemap.com. Type in your address or even just “Highland
West Columbus Ohio” and you will be able to see all that has been reported. The map updates daily. And don’t
forget to JOIN your local block watch and civic association … fighting and driving crime out of areas are what
these community institutions are in the business of doing and you can surround yourself with others who also
want to make the community a better place, allowing you to network as you create new friendships with those
you live around. If you want don’t currently have one and want to start a block watch the Highland West Civic
Association will help you. If one already exists then the association can connect you. Creating relationships between neighbors takes away the foothold of anonymity that provides another major gateway of crime into any
neighborhood: neighbors who know and talk to each other! What a concept! No, you don’t have to get along with
them, just be willing to work together for the common good. (This isn’t junior high!) All of us have an enormous amount of power to create real and lasting change in our community. Don’t let others involved in
criminal activity scare you into giving that power away. Take your power back and use it to create a clean, safe,
and decent neighborhood for yourselves and all those you love. It all begins with fixing those broken windows
and picking up litter!
(Ricardo Mendez/Geoffrey Phillips—Co-contributors)
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Highland West
CALENDAR of EVENTS:

Highland West,
a proud community
in Columbus’ original
historic
Hilltop District

What’s Happening
Thursday, October 5, 2017, 7:00 PM. Highland West
Civic Association Meeting, Glenwood Community
Center, 1888 Fairmont Avenue. Members who reside in
the community are encouraged to attend and participate.
Saturday, October 7, 2017, 10:00 AM—Noon. First Saturdays at Glenwood. Glenwood Park, 1888 Fairmont
Avenue. Everyone is invited to this monthly event in
which we take care of the gardens along Broad Street and
do basic clean up of the park itself. Come for part or all of
it. Many hands make for light work!
Sunday, October 8, 2017, 1:00—7:00 PM. Annual Tour
de Highland West Bike Ride, co-sponsored by Sideswipe Brewing. 2419 Scioto Harper Road. (See story on
page 1 for details)
Saturday, October 21, 2017, 10:00 AM—Noon. West
Broad Street Trash Pick Up, followed by a potluck picnic. Highland West Gardens, 29 N. Wheatland Avenue.
Bring the whole family and a dish or snack to pass. Meet
at the garden. Plenty of parking on N. Wheatland Avenue
and in the parking lot across the street. ALL are welcome.

Come join us as we
continue to create a
very
special community at
the top of the hill!

Wednesday, October 25, 2017, 5:30—7:00 PM. GlenwoodHALLOWEEN PARTY! Glenwood Community Center,
1888 Fairmont Avenue. Children ages 12 and younger!
Saturday, October 27, 2017, 10:00 AM—Noon. Saturday
Morning in the Garden. Highland West Gardens, 29 N.
Wheatland Avenue. Everyone is invited to assist us as we
clean up our garden and get it ready for the upcoming winter.
Thursday, November 2, 2017, 7:00 PM. Highland West
Civic Association Meeting, Glenwood Community Center, 1888 Fairmont Avenue. Members who reside in the
community are encouraged to attend and participate.
Saturday, November 11, 2017. VETERAN’S DAY. Thank
a veteran you know for their service to us and to their country.
Thursday, November 23, 2017. THANKSGIVING DAY.
A Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Thursday, December 7, 2017. Highland West Civic Association Meeting, Glenwood Community Center, 1888
Fairmont Avenue. Members who reside in the community
are encouraged to attend and participate.

This newsletter is funded by a grant through the United Way’s Neighborhood Partnership Grant Program
and their partners for 2016:
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