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Message from the
Chief Editor
We have mixed feedback after the first
issue of Bridge-US. But the overall
reaction is greater than anticipated.
People are excited to comment, know
about more US projects, involvement,
educational and professional
opportunities (our social network is
already sharing and publishing this info)
and how can they reach USAID for their
impending proposals. Bridge-US has
been delivered to some volatile
neighborhoods and people were
amazed to know about USAID. Before
reading the first issue of Bridge-US,
they didn't even know USAID. But their
unpleasant sentiments against the
United States turned into gratefulness
and appreciation after reading BridgeUS. From public to leading personalities
have admiration for Bridge-US and we
have put some of them in this issue.
Our readers are also curious to know
more about US engagements in
strengthening democracy, judiciary and
freedom in Pakistan.
We also have some threatening calls,
messages and harassing encounters
warning us to stop publishing BridgeUS but "A word after a word after a word
is power if reaches to the audience."
We, along with our readers strongly
believe that the awareness of the US
aid to Pakistan through Bridge-US could
help achieve lasting peace and further
cooperation between the two countries.
Our today's risk is for better tomorrow.
There were so many questions to be
answered. Some of them; why such
important news could not reach us? Are
you being funded by USAID? Why the
United Sates is not working with people
for direct benefits to the citizens? They
also need assurance of enduring
delivery of Bridge-US. Obviously, we
don't have answers to some of these
questions but with the current situation,
meager resources and threats this is
not an easy task to do.
We wish you all a Happy New Year

Syed Naeem Uddin
Chief Editor Bridge-US
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New Investment Initiative
Launches in Pakistan
with up to $80
million of U.S. funding
The United States announced the
multi-year Pakistan Private
Investment Initiative. Drawing
on public-private partnerships,
this initiative will spur job growth
and economic development by
expanding access to capital for
Pakistan's small to medium sized
companies.
"Pakistan has a wealth of talented
entrepreneurs that desperately
need capital to fully realize their
potential. This initiative is an
example of how the United States
can move beyond traditional
foreign assistance by playing a
constructive role to help these
entrepreneurs expand their
businesses, provide new jobs to
Pakistan's fast-growing
population, and improve lives."
said U.S. Chargé d'affaires in
Pakistan Richard E. Hoagland.

Market-oriented, commercial
solutions have been a priority for
the United States in support of
Pakistan's
economic
development. The Pakistan
Private Investment Initiative will
generate investment funds
catalyzed by U.S. assistance.
This initiative seeks private or
other qualified sources of capital
for matching investments and
fund management services. The
investment funds will make
equity investments in promising
Pakistani companies under-served
by existing sources of capital.
The Pakistan Private Partnership
Initiative sought proposals from
qualified Pakistani, regional, and
international fund managers keen
on investments in Pakistan by
October 12, 2012.

Ambassador Olson Highlights
U.S. Commitment to
Education in Pakistan
Islamabad, November 7, 2012 - U.S.
Ambassador Richard Olson
underscore the United States' strong
commitment to advancing education
in Pakistan in his closing remarks
today at the 14th Annual American
Studies Conference organized by
Q u a i d - i - A z a m U n i v e r s i t y.
"Unlocking Pakistan's potential by
improving education is one of our
top assistance priorities," said
Ambassador Olson in closing the
Conference. "Many of our programs
focus on young learners - we are
helping 3.2 million children learn
to read and building training
facilities for teachers at 16 Pakistani
universities, but we are also deeply
involved in increasing access to
higher education. We are proud to
operate the world's largest Fulbright
exchange program in Pakistan,
providing a world-class U.S.
education to some of your best and
brightest. But we are also proud that
we are providing university
scholarships for more than 12,000
students to study near home right
here in Pakistan."
The annual American Studies
Conference, supported by the U.S.
Embassy in Pakistan, brings

together professors and students to
foster greater understanding of the
U.S. in Pakistan using an
interdisciplinary approach. While
at the conference, Ambassador
Olson also announced the launching
of a university partnership between
Ball State University and Quaid-iAzam University. This partnership
will foster academic exchange, joint
research, and curriculum
development in American Studies.
This is the second of eight planned
partnerships between Pakistani and
U.S. universities that the United
States will fund. The first university
partnership was signed on August
29, 2012, between "America
sincerely wants to see a strong,
vibrant, Pakistan, becaus e what is
good for Pakistan is what is good
for the region, the world, and by
definition, the United States.
Education is the key to that"
concluded Olson. "Together, we are
carrying out comprehensive
education programs that help
millions of Pakistan's children and
young people rise as far as their
hard work and initiative will take
them."

U.S. Ambassador Highlights U.S. Efforts to
Conserve Wildlife in Pakistan
U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson underscored the United States' strong
commitment to wildlife conservation in Pakistan in his opening remarks
at Wildlife Conservation Day, co-hosted by Quaid-I-Azam University.
Eighty students, activists, and government officials watched "Snow
Leopard: Beyond the Myth," a documentary filmed in Pakistan by
Pakistani filmmaker Nisar Malik. After the film, they participated in
a panel discussion with Pakistan wildlife experts to discuss conservation,
human-animal conflict, animal trafficking, and solutions to problems
facing wildlife.
"Wildlife trafficking affects all of us. Protecting wildlife means protecting
our planet's natural beauty for generations to come. But wildlife
trafficking is also a national security issue, a public health issue, and
an economic issue that is critical to countries and communities
worldwide," Ambassador Olson said before the film screening. "This
film tells the snow leopard's real story - a story that is ultimately true
of all wildlife everywhere. It's a story of interaction and, at times,
conflict between humans and animals. This story demonstrates how a
rare creature's existence depends on sustained cooperation among local
communities, organizations, the private sector, and government
authorities," he added.
Ambassador Olson announced two new sources of U.S. funding for
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wildlife conservation in Pakistan. A new USAID-funded program with
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the Snow Leopard Trust will
improve cooperation among Bhutan, India, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia,
Nepal, and Pakistan on snow leopard conservation and climate change
adaptation in Asia's high mountain landscapes. Second, Ambassador
Olson announced that the Ambassador's Fund in Pakistan will focus
on wildlife conservation projects in local communities.
The United States and Pakistan have a rich history of cooperation on
wildlife conservation, including the 2006 transfer of an abandoned
snow leopard cub from Northern Pakistan to the Bronx Zoo in New
York with the cooperation of the Government of Pakistan, the U.S.
Wildlife Conservation Society, and the World Conservation Union,
among others. Wildlife Conservation Day marks the start of a global
campaign announced by U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to
bring wildlife trafficking and conservation issues to the forefront by
increasing bilateral and regional policy dialogues around wildlife;
encouraging governments to strengthen domestic laws and increase
resources to combat international wildlife trade; using social media
outlets to spread the word; and engaging and highlighting civil society
efforts to tackle wildlife challenges.
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United States and Pakistan Help Pakistani Farmers
Increase Profits through Better Water Management

Message for
Bridge-US
“Bridge-US is really a need for people to know
how USAID is working towards prosperity, literacy
and media training in Pakistan. Bridge-US will
definitely a bridge between people of the United
States and Pakistan. Bridge -US would also help
United States to reach directly to the heart of the
people. Bridge-US is adding beauty to the US
image all over the country and world as it's also
available online too.” Yawar Mehdi
Mr.Yawar Mehdi pioneered the progress of Radio Pakistan.
From Urdu commentary to programs like Bazm-e-Talba,
Investment opportunities in Pakistan, How to export, Subha
dum Darwaza-e-Khawar Khula and World Cricket quiz he
aware people through entertainment. Radio Pakistan owes him
a lot. He has also been the General Secretary of Arts council
of Pakistan and contributed tremendously through his innovative
projects. His dignified efforts has endless list of contribution
to promote culture, performing arts and Radio in Pakistan.

The United States and Pakistan launched an annual workshop
on September 20,2012 focused on informing Pakistani farmers
about irrigation methods that increase harvests through efficient
water use. The United States has funded five demonstration
land plots to show rural farmers the best ways to manage their
water usage to increase their incomes. These plots are
administered by federal and provincial authorities and are in
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkwa, and Islamabad, with others
planned in Sindh and Balochistan. The September 20th
workshop brought together American, Pakistani, and other
international experts to assess the progress of these
demonstration plots.
At the workshop's launch, Todd Drennan, U.S. Embassy
Agricultural Counselor, said "Water-use management is
extremely important for all farmers, including Pakistani farmers.

U.S. Ambassador Marks Women
Human Rights Defenders Day
with Islamabad Police

United States Breaks Ground
on New Teacher
Education Building

"The United States believes that investing in women is one of surest ways to achieve economic
progress, political stability, and greater prosperity for Pakistani women - and men," said
Ambassador Olson. "That's why the United States government supports the Islamabad Capital
Territory Police in their efforts to protect human rights and empower Pakistani women to lift
up their families, their communities, and their nation."
The United States trained the first 40 police investigators assigned to the Islamabad Capital
Territory's special unit to investigate crimes against women and children. Since 2002, the
United States has partnered with the Islamabad Capital Territory Police to provide training,
equipment, and infrastructure support. Through this program, the United States has trained
over 3,000 Islamabad police officers and over 6,000 officers from across Pakistan.
In 2011 and 2012, the United States government provided $840,000 in funding to the Islamabad
Capital Territory Police to purchase ambulances, bomb equipment vans, transport vehicles,
patrol motorcycles, and tactical equipment, as well as to renovate classrooms at the Islamabad
Police Lines.
International Women Human Rights Defenders Day is part of the worldwide campaign 16
Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence, taking place November 25-December 10.
- U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson praised the efforts of the Islamabad Capital Territory Police
today in a commemoration of International Women Human Rights Defenders Day at a forum
to discuss ways to address domestic violence and crimes involving women at the Islamabad
Police Lines. In his remarks, Ambassador Olson also highlighted U.S. efforts to empower
Pakistani women and girls, including support to the special unit to investigate crimes against
women and children established by the Islamabad Capital Territory Police in 2010.

United States Provides DISCOs
with State-of-the-Art Technology
Islamabad, November 1, 2012-- The United States is
providing Pakistan's power distribution companies
(DISCOs) with state-of-the-art technology to help them
deliver a stable supply of electricity to their customers.
USAID's Power Distribution Program equips DISCOs with
computers and specialized software that help them map,
evaluate, and implement improvements to reduce technical
line losses, increase revenue, and provide better customer
service.
"Supporting the Government of Pakistan's efforts to improve
the performance of the energy sector is one of our top
assistance priorities," said USAID Energy Director Melissa
Knight at the inauguration of a U.S. Government-supported
computer center at the Islamabad Electric Supply Company

By helping Pakistani farmers adopt new technologies, we're
helping them reduce inefficient water use, reduce their cost of
production, and increase their agricultural productivity -- all
at the same time."
This workshop marked the first year of a three-year project
funded by the United States government and implemented in
collaboration with the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council
and the International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry
Areas. Because "seeing is believing" demonstration sites are
an effective way to show farmers more efficient ways to
manage their water use.
The United States and Pakistan work together on a wide range
of water management solutions for farmers, from improving
water-use management, to building water storage areas and
thousands of km of irrigation canals.

Mansehra, November 12, 2012 - The United States reinforced its long-term commitment
to advancing education in Pakistan at the groundbreaking for a new, $1.5 million
Faculty of Education building at Hazara University in Mansehra. "This new faculty
of education building will go a long way toward helping Pakistan improve the quality
of education in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa," said Barrister Masood Kausar, Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Barrister Kausar awarded degrees to 49 students from the Regional Institute of
Teacher Education in Abbottabad who have earned Associate Degrees in Education
after successfully completing two years of studies. These two-year degrees were
introduced to Pakistan by USAID, along with a four-year Bachelor's Degree in
Education. USAID helped design and introduce these degrees in order to increase
the quality of teacher preparation at universities throughout Pakistan.
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Mission Director Jock Conly
congratulated the graduates through a special message saying, "The United States
government is deeply committed to helping Pakistan develop strong educational
institutions. Together with the Government of Pakistan, the United States is working
to improve the quality of education throughout the country. A good teacher can
unlock every child's potential and this building will help Hazara's teachers prepare
their students rise as far as their hard work and initiative will take them."
Over the next two years, USAID will provide $15 million for the construction and
rehabilitation of seven Faculties of Education buildings across Pakistan. More than
2,000 students and 100 faculty members will use these buildings every year, including
the recipients of the new ADE and B.Ed. degrees. Teachers will also receive
continuing education in the new, U.S.-funded facilities that will help train teachers
working in some of the nearly 500 schools that the U.S. has helped build in Pakistan
since October 2009.

(IESCO). "By providing IESCO and other distribution
companies with new technology to improve performance
and reduce losses, they will be able to deliver a more
reliable supply of power to the people of Pakistan."
IESCO CEO Javed Parvez added, "We were lacking in our
planning and engineering capabilities. With this new
equipment and technical know-how, IESCO will make a
significant breakthrough in the design and delivery of a
proper planning strategy. This will result in improved
overall performance and we are grateful to USAID for
this."
USAID has established similar computer centers at the
Lahore Electric Supply Company and at the Gujranwala
Electric Power Company. USAID also provides training
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for engineers and technicians from all nine DISCOs and
is introducing international best practices for public utility
management.
This initiative to equip Pakistan's power distribution
companies with state-of-the-art technology is just one part
of a comprehensive U.S. energy assistance program which
includes renovating the power plant at the Tarbela Dam,
upgrading the Guddu, Jamshoro, and Muzafaragarh power
plants, and completing the construction of the new Satpara
and Gomal Zam dams. Together, these large-scale energy
projects will add 900 megawatts to the power grid by 2013
-- enough power to supply electricity to an estimated two
million households.
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United States Replaces Water Pumps
to Help Alleviate Energy Problem
Peshawar, As part of its commitment to help
alleviate the energy problem in Pakistan, the
United States will replace 335 old water
pumps in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with modern
pumps that will boost energy efficiency by
up to 65 percent, improve the city water
supply, and reduce power consumption by
nearly three megawatts. The old pumps waste
large amounts of power because they operate
at only 28 - 40% efficiency. That inefficiency
leads to inflated electricity bills and a financial
burden for government power companies and
their customers.
Today, U.S Consul General Robert Reed,
along with Bashir Ahmed Bilor, Senior
Minister of the Local Government & Rural
Development Department, launched this
USAID initiative at the first pump
replacement site. "Following in the footsteps
of similar successful programs in Islamabad
and Karachi, this activity is a continuation
of USAID's close collaboration with the KP
Government to bring better services to the
citizens of KP," said Consul General Reed.

Part of USAID's Power Distribution Program,
this initiative will decrease the Local
Government & Rural Development
Department's financial burden by an estimated
$740,000 each year, provide a continuous
supply of clean water to surrounding
communities, and help reduce the Peshawar
Electric Supply Company's circular debt
burden. In total, USAID assists nine power
distribution companies across Pakistan,
helping them improve their performance by
reducing power losses, increasing revenues,
and improving customer services.
This project to replace water pumps is just
one part of a comprehensive U.S. energy
assistance program which includes renovating
the power plant at the Tarbela Dam, upgrading
the Guddu, Jamshoro, and Muzafaragarh
power plants, and completing the construction
of the new Satpara and Gomal Zam dams.
Together, these large-scale energy projects
will add 900 megawatts to the power grid by
2013 -- enough power to supply electricity
to an estimated two million households.

U.S. Works With Pakistan to Promote
Education and Opportunities for Disabled
The delegation visited the Helen Keller Center
in Islamabad, a resource center within the
library of the Directorate General of Special
Education and Social Welfare. Ms. McCall,
together with Director General Ms. Ghayoor
Sultana, presented a Certificate of
Appreciation to Chief Librarian, Khadim
Shah, for his dedication to supporting
education and opportunities for all people,
regardless of ability. DG Sultana and Ms.
McCall discussed future plans for
collaboration on training for teachers of
disabled children. They then sat down with
physically disabled and deaf children aged
10-17 to create artwork that will decorate the
new Children's Room of the Helen Keller
Center. In partnership with the United States,
the Helen Keller Center at the Special
Education and Social Welfare library provides
information, resources, and activities aimed
at increasing opportunities for people with a
variety of disadvantages.
Helen Keller was a blind and deaf woman
who became a symbol of hope and inspiration
to disabled individuals around the world.
She advanced the rights of disabled
Americans during her life in the first half of
the 20th century. McCall said, "She proved
to the world that the disabled have a great
deal to give to their country and to humanity."
Ms. McCall also visited the National Library

of Pakistan and presented a Certificate of
Appreciation to Director General Muhammad
Nazir, to recognize him for his commitment
to education and information literacy for all
Pakistanis. She honored him for his
dedication to sharing authoritative, accurate,
and current information about the United
States through the Lincoln Reading Lounge,
a resource center at the National Library
named after U.S. President Abraham Lincoln.
At the Reading Lounge, Ms. McCall met
with a group of YES alumni to discuss their
volunteer work with their communities and
learn more about the education needs of
Pakistani youth. YES is a U.S. governmentsponsored high school exchange program
that brings Pakistani young people to the
U.S. to study in a high school for one year.
- Dawn McCall, Coordinator of the Bureau
of International Information Programs and
the senior U.S. Department of State official
responsible for facilitating the exchange of
knowledge about U.S. culture, history, and
current events, visited Karachi and Islamabad
November 14-16. During her visit, Ms.
McCall met with a variety of Pakistanis to
discuss how the U.S. can help strengthen
education and information literacy for
Pakistani citizens, including the disabled,
through libraries and information services.

Prime Minister Ashraf and Ambassador
Olson Highlight Support to Pakistan's
Dairy Industry
Pakistan is one of the largest dairy producers
in the world, and the United States is committed
to working with dairy farmers to help them
protect their livestock from disease, improve
the quality of their products, and increase their
profits. Ambassador Olson highlighted two
U.S. assistance programs designed to achieve
those objectives: the Entrepreneurs Project and
the Dairy Project.
The Entrepreneurs Project offers workshops to
help Pakistani dairy farmers sharpen their
business skills, develop new products and
services, and raise their incomes. The Dairy
Project is a public-private partnership with
Nestle Pakistan and the Dairy and Rural
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American and Pakistani Scientists
Increase Pakistan's Wheat Productivity
USDA scientists, together with the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center
(CIMMYT), helped researchers at the Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC)
establish the annual National Uniform Wheat Yield Trial (NUWYT) at the National
Agricultural Research Center (NARC) in Islamabad. USDA helped identify and multiply
a variety of wheat called, "NARC 2011," which can resist wheat rust. After NUWYT tests
proved the variety was well-suited for the environment in Pakistan, it was released to and
is now being used by farmers.
"Wheat is critical to Pakistan's food security," said USDA Plant Health Advisor Ian
Winborne at a ceremony in NARC celebrating the establishment of the NUWYT. "The
United States is committed to working with Pakistani scientists to develop solutions to
wheat diseases that can affect crops here in Pakistan, and in the United States. The NUWYT
is an important step in finding disease-resistant wheat varieties that will feed the people
of Pakistan for years to come."
USDA's WPEP is a collaborative project focused on scientific exchanges on wheat
productivity that help develop and introduce disease-resistant varieties, improve agronomy
practices, and upgrade infrastructure in Pakistan.
Mutually beneficial scientific exchange and research is an important feature of the work
carried out by the United States and Pakistan in agriculture. U.S. and Pakistani agricultural
scientists will also deepen their cooperation at the U.S.-funded Center for Advanced Studies
on agriculture. The center is based in a Pakistani university and hosts regular exchanges
between top agricultural scientists from the United States and Pakistan.
-- The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is helping farmers increase productivity
and improving food security in Pakistan by introducing disease-resistant varieties of wheat.
USDA's Wheat Productivity Enhancement Project (WPEP) has introduced 60 advanced
wheat varieties in Pakistan in the first of 115 wheat trials scheduled this year at the National
Agricultural Research Council (NARC) and other locations throughout Pakistan.

Department of State Digital Diplomat
Visits Pakistan
Alec Ross, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton's top "Digital Diplomat," visited
Pakistan to share his experiences on the use
of technology and fostering innovation with
members of the Pakistani government
including Foreign Minister Hina Rabbani
Khar.
Mr. Ross, who serves as Senior Advisor for
Innovation to Secretary Clinton, was invited
to Pakistan by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in order to discuss areas of common interest
at the intersection of technology and foreign
policy. During his visit, Ross also met with
young Pakistani educators, innovators,
business leaders and entrepreneurs to discuss
the role of innovation in the future of
Pakistan.
"I am very pleased to be able to visit and
exchange views with a diverse group of
Pakistanis, all of whom share a commitment
to a peaceful and prosperous future," said
Ross. "Pakistan produces great engineers
and entrepreneurs. Every time I travel to
Silicon Valley, I meet someone from Pakistan.
This can be a key to Pakistan's future."

Development Foundation that has trained 9,000
dairy farmers and 5,000 small agribusinesses
to help them protect their livestock, improve
the quality of their products, and increase
revenue. These partnerships have produced
results. "Since 2010, more than 22,000 dairy
farmers affected by the devastating floods have
been able to double their incomes through the
U.S.-funded Entrepreneurs Project," said
Ambassador Olson at the conference.
Through other initiatives that support the
agricultural sector, the United States has trained
more than 750 veterinarians and lab technicians
to prevent the spread of the deadly Foot and
Mouth Virus, and provided vaccinations to
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At the Department of State, Ross is tasked
with maximizing the potential of technology
and innovation in service of America's
diplomatic goals. Before joining the
Department of State, Mr. Ross served on
President Barack Obama's successful 2008
election campaign, where he served as the
Convener for Obama for America's
Technology, Media & Telecommunications
Policy Committee. In 2000, Mr. Ross helped
to found the nonprofit organization One
Economy and grew it from modest origins
in a basement into a global organization
serving millions of low-income people, with
programs on four continents.
Among recent recognitions, Alec was named
one of the Top 100 Global Thinkers by
Foreign Policy Magazine, one of Huffington
Posts' 10 Game Changers in Politics, one of
Newsweek's 10 Navigators on its 100 Digital
Power Index, a Tribeca Disruptive Innovation
Award honoree, a "game changer" as one of
Politicos 50 To Watch and the 2010 Middle
East/North Africa Technology Person of the
Year by the Union of Arab ICT organizations.

protect 110,000 dairy cows, buffalo, and yaks
from the disease.
Speaking at the conference Prime Minister Raja
Pervez Ashraf stated, "Today's Dairy Industry
Conference is important because it demonstrates
that the U.S. and Pakistan are working to create
an economic partnership based on trade, not
just aid."
The Dairy Industry Conference is just one
component of a comprehensive U.S. economic
assistance program which creates jobs and
boosts incomes through projects that expand
Pakistan's agricultural output, build roads to
facilitate trade, and help grow small- and
medium-size businesses.

Message
“I am surprised to know that the United
States is doing all possible efforts to
promote education in Pakistan through
t e a c h e r ’s t r a i n i n g , e x c h a n g e
Programme, Scholarships and
devolvement all over Pakistan
particularly in remote regions. Thanks
Bridge-US for letting me know all of
that.”
Mr. Bashir is a Senior Teacher
for past twenty five years. He
has been teaching in both
Urban
and
rural
communities.
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United States Helps Flood-Affected
Dairy Farmers Double Their Incomes
"Under normal conditions, Pakistan's
entrepreneurs face challenges on many
fronts. These issues are compounded by
Pakistan's particular susceptibility to
natural disasters," said Ms. Catherine
Moore, Deputy Mission Director, USAID
Pakistan. "We are delighted that $4
million of U.S. support has successfully
revitalized economic growth in disasteraffected regions and enabled resilient
Pakistani entrepreneurs to recover and
rebuild their businesses."
A recent impact assessment of USAID's
rehabilitation program found that, since
May 2010, more than 22,500 dairy
farmers increased their incomes by more
than 200% as a result of receiving U.S.
government flood-related assistance.
"I would like to thank the U.S.
government for their prompt response to
our urgent need and for bringing tears of
joy and hope to thousands of conflict and
flood-affected families as they struggled
to stand on their feet once again," said
Dr. Zafar Iqbal Qadir, Chairman of the
National Disaster Management Authority,
speaking at the conference.
This initiative is just one part of a

comprehensive U.S. economic assistance
program which creates jobs and boosts
incomes with projects that expand
Pakistan's agricultural output, build roads
to facilitate trade, and offer a private
equity fund to help small- and mediumsize businesses grow.
With U.S. assistance, more than 22,000
flood-affected dairy farmers throughout
Pakistan doubled their incomes since May
2010. These and other results of the U.S.
Agency for International Development
(USAID) Entrepreneurs Program were
discussed at a conference held for
Pakistani entrepreneurs affected by natural
disasters. In a country hit by natural
disasters that leave millions of people
homeless, destroy crops, and devastate
livestock, sustaining a business can be a
huge challenge. Today's "Livelihood
Recovery Support Conference" was
specifically designed to address this
challenge by bringing together
entrepreneurs, government officials,
academia, and the media so they could
share their experiences dealing with
disasters and discuss best practices for
responding to them and rebuilding their
businesses.

U.S. Ambassador Visits Mangla Dam
Pledges New Support to
Alleviate Energy Crisis
"U.S. government assistance helped build Mangla Dam," Ambassador Olson told
the media. "Now, nearly 50 years later, the United States is helping to repair the dam
to make sure it continues to produce the energy this country needs."
Ambassador Olson added, "Our commitment to help repair Mangla Dam builds upon
efforts begun in the 1960s. The United States was then, as it is now, committed to
working with the Government of Pakistan on large-scale energy projects that help
the people of Pakistan live secure and prosperous lives."
This project to upgrade the Mangla Dam power station is just one element of a
comprehensive U.S. energy assistance program in Pakistan, which includes renovating
the power plant at the Tarbela Dam, upgrading the Guddu, Jamshoro, and Muzafaragarh
power plants, and completing the construction of the new Satpara and Gomal Zam
dams.
The United States is also providing support and expertise to the Ministry of Water
and Power and Pakistan's nine power distribution companies to reduce energy
transmission losses, increase revenues, and improve the overall management of the
energy system to bring long-term sustainability to Pakistan's energy sector.
Together, these large-scale energy investments will add 900 megawatts to the power
grid by 2013 - enough power to supply electricity to an estimated two million
households.
- On a visit to Mangla Dam, U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson pledged up to $150
million to replace worn turbines with new, custom-built turbines that will help increase
total output from 1,000 to 1,210 megawatts. These upgrades will also allow the
power plant to operate efficiently for another 40 years, keeping an additional 600
megawatts in operation.

U.S. Workshops Help Pakistani
Entrepreneurs Develop their
Business Skills
"The U.S. Embassy acknowledged the hard
work of Pakistan's entrepreneurs," said
Murtaza Zaidi Hon, a Pakistani entrepreneur.
"These workshops encourage innovation,
entrepreneurship, and job creation. They are
helping many graduates, who would
otherwise be unemployed, to develop an
entrepreneurial mindset and to discover
financial independence."
The Embassy partnered with the U.S.-based
Kauffman Foundation, the largest foundation
dedicated to promoting entrepreneurship in
the world, to carry out these workshops in
celebration of "Global Entrepreneurship
Week" ? the State Department's global
celebration of the innovators who bring new
products and services to the marketplace.
"Entrepreneurship is the economic engine of
this country," said U.S. Deputy Chief of
Mission, Ambassador Richard E. Hoagland,
at a workshop on how entrepreneurs can
access financing to grow their businesses.
"In fact, most new jobs are created in startups and small businesses so workshops like
this are vital venues for entrepreneurs from
both our countries to connect, build skills,
and learn about how to succeed in business."
The United States works with Pakistani

universities and partners in the private sector
to promote the growth and development of
entrepreneurship. In addition to workshops
with Abasyn University, the U.S. has worked
with the National University of Sciences and
Technology to establish business incubators,
helping telecommunications and alternative
fuels entrepreneurs launch their companies
in Pakistan.
This initiative is just one part of a
comprehensive U.S. economic assistance
program which creates jobs and boosts
incomes with projects that expand Pakistan's
agricultural output, build roads to facilitate
trade, and offer a private equity fund to help
small- and medium-size businesses grow.
During a weeklong series of workshops
sponsored by the U.S. Embassy and held at
Abasyn University, the United States is
helping talented Pakistani entrepreneurs
sharpen their business skills, bring new
products and services to market, and achieve
profitable growth. This week, more than 720
aspiring Pakistani entrepreneurs attended the
workshops to learn the nuts and bolts of
running a successful business and to pitch
their business ideas to potential investors
from the United States.

Ambassador Olson Reaffirms
U.S. Support to
Curb Gender-Based Violence
U.S. Ambassador Olson joined politicians,
human rights advocates, and religious leaders
at an event called "Engaging men in the fight
against gender violence" and reaffirmed the
U.S. government's commitment to curb
gender-based violence. The Higher Education
Commission hosted the event. After opening
remarks by Dr. Javaid Leghari, Chairman of
the Higher Education Commission,
Ambassador Olson joined a panel discussion
that was attended by an audience of more
than 180 university students and officials
from across Pakistan. The panel featured
Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Special Advisor to the
Prime Minister on Social Issues, UN Gender
Advisor Dr. Salman Asif, religious scholar
Azhar Hussain, and Imran Rizvi, head of
"Men Engage Pakistan".
The event highlighted the U.S. government's
commitment to seeking ways to prevent
violence against women and girls and
provided an opportunity for the participants
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to focus on the important role men and boys
can play in effectively combating genderbased violence.
"Violence against women and girls is one of
the most widespread violations of human
rights. It is a global issue that cuts across
ethnic, racial, socio-economic, and religious
lines, and knows no borders," said
Ambassador Olson in opening remarks.
"Ending it will require fully engaging the
largest and most natural group of supporters
women should have: men. The United States
believes that investing in women and girls is
one of surest ways to achieve economic
progress, political stability, and greater
prosperity for Pakistani women - and men.
That's why I'm delighted to be here to take
part in this discussion about ways we can
work together to help Pakistani women and
girls lift up their families, their communities,
and their nation. I look forward to our
discussion."

January, 2013

U.S. Ambassador Applauds Students'
Community Service
U.S. Ambassador Richard Olson
welcomed 300 alumni of the Global
Undergraduate exchange program (Global
Ugrad) to the first-ever alumni reunion.
The Global Ugrad program sends students
from non-elite backgrounds from all
regions of Pakistan to the United States
to study for one semester at a U.S.
university. During the reunion, participants
discussed their experiences in the United
States and used what they learned to create
service projects in their hometowns in
Pakistan. At the end of the reunion, they
will practice their commitment to
community service by cleaning up a trail
in the Margalla Hills, in collaboration with
the Capital Development Authority.
"There are so many impressive young
people in Pakistan. Each of you is a
talented representative of this nation's
bright future," said Ambassador Olson.

"To think that my country has had some
role in advancing your education and
helping your nation's prospects makes me
very proud of our cooperation - and of
you."
Since 2010, the U.S. Embassy has sent
400 Pakistani university students from
non-elite backgrounds to the United States
for one semester of undergraduate study.
One hundred more students will depart in
January. During their time in the United
States, Global UGrad students gain the
skills to implement long-term civic and
economic changes in their communities.
The students undergo leadership training,
training in their field of study, and
participate in community service projects.
Implemented by the U.S. Educational
Foundation in Pakistan, the Global Ugrad
program in Pakistan is by far the largest
in the world
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U.S. Helps Islamabad Enjoy Better
Water Supply,
Higher Energy Efficiency
Alexander Thier, Assistant to the
Administrator of the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID), visited
a neighborhood where USAID has recently
installed an energy efficient tubewell. USAID
is helping the Capital Development Authority
(CDA) to replace 187 outdated water
tubewells with more energy efficient models
in order to improve water supply and cut
down on energy consumption in the city.
"More energy efficient tubewell pumps will
not only improve water supply and reduce
energy use, but also decrease CDA's energy
bills by $900,000 per year," said Thier, who
heads the Office of Afghanistan and Pakistan
Affairs at USAID. "Relieving Pakistan's
energy crisis is one of our top assistance
priorities, so I am pleased that USAID is
working jointly with the CDA to provide
immediate relief for consumers in Islamabad."
Prior to the replacement of the pumps, CDA
received up to 1,000 water-related complaints
a day, more than half of them coming from
the I-10 sector, where residents often spent
up to a month with no water service. Since

the replacement of the tubewell, complaints
from I-10 have dropped to only 40 a day.
"Things have changed enormously around
here, and the presence of people from this
neighborhood is a testament to the success
of this project," said Dr. Saeed, President of
the I-10 Civil Society Organization.
Municipal tubewell replacement is one
element of the USAID Power Distribution
Program, which was announced by Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton in 2009 to support
the Government of Pakistan in reforming the
power sector to mitigate Pakistan's energy
crisis. The program is helping power
distribution companies to improve their
commercial performance, reduce losses,
increase revenues and improve customer
service through the introduction of new
technology and improved work practices.
In addition to the replacement of tubewells
in Islamabad, USAID plans to replace a
number of municipal tubewells in Karachi
and Peshawar, significantly improving the
quality of life for the residents of the three
cities.

A KP Community Rebuilds a School with USAID
The GHS Khazana Tehsil Munda School was originally constructed in 1968, and had
fallen into disrepair. The school did not have a single working washroom and students
walked a mud path to the front door. In September 2011, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Department of Education identified the school as a priority to be renovated.
Mr. Fazal Iqbal, Head Teacher, mobilized the Parent Teacher Community (PTC) to assess
the needs of the school, which was determined to need total reconstruction. At the very
next School Management Committee meeting, the community collected Rs.27,000 in
cash, an amount which grew rapidly with more community donations. The PTC also
contributed approximately Rs.300,000 and USAID contributed additional funds.
Resources in hand, the community rolled up its sleeves and got to work: they repaired

20 classrooms, built two new washrooms, replaced the mud path leading to the school
with a stone path and purchased more than 300 desks and chairs for the students. USAID
and local school officials installed libraries in the classrooms and stocked the science
laboratory with basic equipment such as beakers, test tubes, Bunsen burners, and
microscopes.
Students and teachers were also equipped with critical tools. Each student received a
school bag filled with books, a calculator, pencils, and paper, and each teacher received
a package of classroom equipment such as dictionaries, stationery, and office supplies.
Teachers were provided essential training focused on the key areas of science, mathematics,
English and computer technology.

U.S. and Pakistan Discuss Energy Sector Reform
U.S. Special Envoy and Coordinator for International Energy Affairs Ambassador Carlos
Pascual was in Islamabad as head of the U.S. delegation at the fourth U.S.-Pakistan
Energy Working Group meeting. Secretary of Water and Power Nargis Sethi and Secretary
of Petroleum and Natural Resources Dr. Waqar Masood Khan co-chaired the annual
Energy Working Group meeting. The Energy Working Group meeting is part of an
ongoing bilateral dialogue to help address Pakistan's energy sector challenges, including
power generation, fuel, gas, and reform priorities. At the conclusion of the meeting, the
three officials announced that the United States government will fund an international
consultancy to assist Pakistan in acquiring liquefied natural gas (LNG).
Secretary of Water and Power Sethi highlighted the need for an improved and sustained
governance structure as a key element for a sustainable power sector and the steps taken
so far. Special Envoy Pascual welcomed the Pakistani government's commitment to the
reform process, improving governance, improving the financial viability and efficiency
of the power sector and energy sector in general, and attracting private sector investment
in energy production and distribution. The Secretary of Water and Power expressed her
appreciation for U.S. assistance under the power distribution improvement project and
the energy efficiency programs.
Special Envoy Pascual also welcomed Pakistan's adoption of the 2012 Petroleum
Exploration & Production Policy, noting that it that has the potential to spur investment
in exploration throughout Pakistan. Secretary Khan pointed out the imminent Pakistani
oil and gas delegation meetings in Houston and London to promote the auction of licenses
for 60 blocks (or exploration zones).

"Today, the United States government and the Government of Pakistan launched a new
initiative to help Pakistan acquire liquefied natural gas more efficiently," said Ambassador
Pascual at the the working group, "This initiative shows the United States and Pakistan
working together on concrete actions to relieve Pakistan's chronic shortage of electricity.
It will accelerate the liquefied natural gas procurement process and offer a cheaper
alternative to Pakistan's current fuel oil imports."
The LNG consultancy, which will commence work before the end of the year, will assist
the Government of Pakistan in the terms and assessment of liquefied natural gas supply
and delivery from international suppliers. The effort will speed the procurement process,
saving the government the expense of fuel oil imports that are currently used to generate
much of the nation's electricity. The consultancy will also provide market analysis and
technical assistance to the government's implementer of LNG imports.
Beyond today's agreement, the United States and Pakistan together are carrying out largescale energy projects, that will add 900 megawatts of capacity to the power grid by the
end of next year -- enough to supply electricity to an estimated 2 million households.
These projects include renovating the power plant at the Tarbela Dam; modernizing the
generators at the Mangla Dam; upgrading the Guddu, Jamshoro and Muzafaragarh power
plants; and building the Satpara and Gomal Zam dams. U.S. technical assistance is also
supporting crucial policy and management reforms underway in the Ministry of Water
and Power. These reforms are focused both on reducing the power grid's technical losses
and on increasing collections.
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