Discipleship Tip of the Month

Invite your loved ones to church - many churches go to great lengths when they plan Christmas
services, to reach those who do not yet know Christ. Perhaps there is a musical or play that dramatizes
Christ’s birth and the meaning of His coming, or a special Christmas carol service. These are not only a
great way to spend time celebrating God’s grace with the people you care about during the holidays, but
a wonderful beginning for a conversation about their spiritual beliefs. Unknown
As we grow older in life, years somehow seem to shorten and New Year’s Day approaches with an
ever increasing tempo. The more mature we get, the more we realize that time is only relative; how we
live means more than how long we live. Haply also we do not live by years, but by days. In His wisdom
God does not show us all that lies ahead. So we enter a new year to live it day by day. What is past is
past. Today we start anew, and what we do today will make our life for tomorrow. Chin up, shoulders
straight, eyes agleam, let us salute the New Year, and each day let us follow more faithfully, more
courageously, more daringly the lead of our great Captain who bids us follow Him. ~ William Thomson
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2016 & 2017
December
4-11
8
21-27
25

IMB Week of Prayer & Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
Annual Pastors, Wife, & Church Staff Christmas dinner
ABA / ARC offices closed for Christmas Vacation
Christmas Day

January 2017
2
5
15
22

ABA /ARC offices closed for New Year’s Day
Executive Committee meets at Bald Mountain Baptist
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
NC Baptist Men’s Day

February
5
14
14
15
20

Souper Bowl Sunday for Ashe Really Cares
Valentine’s Day
Secretary Luncheon at Midway Baptist at 12 noon
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday
President’s Day

2017

Ashe Baptist Association
December 2016
January 2017
Bald Mountain
Beaver Creek
Big Flatts
Big Laurel
Blue Ridge
Bristol
Buffalo
Calvary
Christian Unity
Clifton
Cristo el Salvador
Faith Fellowship
Farmers Memorial
Fletcher Memorial
Friendly Grove
Friendship
God’s Will Missionary
Grassy Creek
Happy Trails Cowboy
Healing Springs
Laurel Knob
Liberty Grove
Little Helton
Midway
Mission Home
Mount Olive
New River
North Beaver
Oak Hill
Obids
Old Fields
Orion
Peak Valley
Phoenix
Pilot Mountain
Pine Swamp
Pleasant Home
Pleasant Valley
Riverview
Round Knob
Trinity
Tuckerdale
Wagoner
Warrensville
Welcome Home

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday—Friday
Location: 204 Beaver Creek School Rd. West Jefferson, NC
Mailing Address: PO Box 850 Jefferson, NC 28640
Phone: 336-846-5631 Website: www.ashebaptist.org

Preacher David’s Corner

Rev. David Blackburn, Director of Missions
“Ten Commandments for the Director of Missions”
As your Director of Missions my world is filled with many opportunities to
serve Christ. But how do I stay on task? The following is some of the ways
to help me be productive and in the center of Gods will;
1) Christ comes first, The worship and work of Christ is preeminent over all else! If it doesn’t fit
His agenda, it shouldn't be on ours!
2) I try to develop relationships with the Local Church. I must remember that I belong to the local
church and are employed by those churches. Visit the churches.
3) I build bridges between the local community and the local churches. I feel we must be
proactive about raising the visibility of the local church in the public community.
4) I research, understand and try to communicate Southern Baptist Convention Information. When
churches call with questions or problems I don’t always have the answers but I know who can give
me the answers.
5) We explore, develop and promote missions to all churches. I must remember that I am also an
Associational Missionary and should always lead or foster the attitude of evangelist outreach to the
“uttermost.”
6) Creating fellowship opportunities for all pastors and their families. No one fellowship strategy
will meet all pastors needs so we must create ways to help pastors and families to rest and
rejuvenate.
7) Learn to train the trainers. The DOM is strategically situated to be a specialist in many areas of
Southern Baptist Life. I must take time to learn new things to share with pastors and other folks in
the association.
8) Befriend the friendless. Becoming a friend and confidant to pastors who just need someone “to
talk to.” Confidently is our greatest asset.
9) Mentor the inexperienced. Sometimes pastors are new to the ministry or fresh to the field that
they serve and they need someone they can trust to give them good advice and keep them safe for
undo problems.
10) Try to model an exemplary ministry lifestyle for all to see. Pastors and churches will not trust a
DOM to speak to their issues if I have not managed my personal ministry. I must take care of my
wife, my family , my self and my personal walk with the Lord before I try to help others do the
same.
I am in agreement with these thoughts and appreciate Dr. Joe Wright, Ray Gilder and Gary
Mitchell for helping DOMs to strengthen the association

Your Servant , David
ASSOCIATIONAL / ASHE REALLY CARES STAFF




Mrs. Trish Church, Ministry Assistant, phone: 336-846-5631, email: ashebaptist@yahoo.com
Mrs. Pat Miller, Ashe Really Cares Director, phone: 336-846-5234, email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com
Ms. Mattie Latham & Mrs. Sheila Miller, Ashe Really Cares Assistants, phone: 336-846-5234

~ December Birthdays ~
* Happy Birthday *

Ashe Really Cares
336-846-5234

Email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com

1—Mrs. Mary Graybeal
5– Rev. Kurt Kissinger
7—Mrs. Lesia Goodman
12—Ms. Eva Miller
14—Rev. David Brooks
15—Mrs. Denise Woodie
23—Rev. Carl Witherspoon
25—Mrs. Martha Vestal
30—Rev. Wade Huntsinger

\

The Spirit Of Christmas

And the angel said unto them, Fear not for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people. Luke 2:10
The Spirit of Christmas came to us as a baby in the
manger, showing love to mankind. As we share that
Spirit with those around us, let us remember that the
babe in the manger is Jesus Christ, Lord Of Lords and
King Of Kings. It is our responsibility as Christians to
share the Good News to those who do not know Him
and the hope that He brings. As the Christmas Spirit
abides within us and the hope of tomorrow shines, let
each of us open our hearts to help others that are in
need. When we share God's love we are sharing the
hope of Salvation.
Last month we served 208 families with food. With the
food and clothing we touched around 512 individuals.
We also had 2 new families to come in needing
assistance. The ARC is much more than a food pantry.
We are your mission to be the hands and feet of Christ.
As we share a hug or a smile along with the other things
that we do we are sharing hope.
May your Christmas be bright and may the Spirit of
Christmas shine in a way that others could come to the
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Thank you for all of your support through out this past
year and for all of your prayers as we serve together.
May the next year be rewarding and fruitful and may the
Spirit of Christmas shine all year long. Thanks to all
who have a part in Ashe Really Cares. It takes all of us
working together to let the Spirit of Christ shine to those
who need to hear.
If you would like to help we are in need of some men to
help with the food pick up on Wednesdays from Second
Harvest Food Bank. This would take about an hour and
a half out of your busy schedule which would help to
ensure that we have enough volunteers to make sure that
the food delivery is picked up. Please call if you are able
to help with this very important pick up. If I can be of
assistance please call or come by the office. My prayer
is that you have a wonderful Christmas and remember
the true meaning of why we celebrate the season.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Pat Miller, Director

"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for, behold, your reward is great in
heaven."

~ December Wedding Anniversaries~
Director of Missions David Blackburn had the
opportunity to speak with the Student Ambassadors
of Westwood Elementary School to share with them
the process of the Ashe County Children's Christmas
Project. The students were a Great representation of
the school and we look forward to working with
them during the wrapping process of the Christmas
Project! Thank you Westwood for partnering with
the Ashe County Children's Christmas Project!

5—Jed & Vicki Young
5—Rev. & Mrs. Carl Witherspoon
6—Rev. & Mrs. Garrett Mahaffey
16—Rev. & Mrs. Larry Powers
16—Bill & Jean Burkett
27—Rev. & Mrs. Elliott Osowitt
28—Rev. & Lawrence Goodman
31—Rev. & Mrs. Russell Hart

~ January Birthdays ~

1—Ms. Lillin Miller
5—Ms. Mattie Latham
6—Rev. Kevin York
8—Larry Powers
8—Mrs. Brandy Shew
13—Rev. Keith Elledge
18—Rev. Mike Trivette
20—Rev. Steve Ashley
25—Mrs. Ann Farmer

~ January Wedding Anniversaries~

17—Rev. & Mrs. Keith Woodie
20—Rev. & Mrs. Johnny Huffman
30—David & Myra Phillips
Nevertheless I am not ashamed : for I know whom
have believed, and I am persuaded that He is able to
Keep that which I have committed against that day.
God has a plan for you. He has entrusted you with
the gospel message and has gifted YOU to carry the
gospel to the furthest reaches of this planet. He's
calling YOU to be His mighty servant, willing to
face whatever difficulty YOU encounter as YOU
carry out His mission.
This Bible study will begin on
January 12, 2017 at the Associational Office
at 11:30 until 12:30.
This is a call for all Christian women to stand up and
move out. Come join us for an hour that will change
your life.

We would love to share your church events, new ministries
or other church happenings in the next newsletter.
 The deadline for submitting articles is the 20th of each
month.
 We email all announcements we receive to the Jefferson
Post & Mountain Times by 12:00 noon each Tuesday.
 We announce on the radio (WKSK, 580AM) with the Ashe
Baptist Associational News every Saturday morning at 9:10.
 We also post announcements on the Ashe Baptist website at
www.ashebaptist.org
You may call or fax us your church announcements to
846-5631 or email them to domdblackburn@gmail.com or
ashebaptist@yahoo.com

Good Soil Ministry
As we approach the end of another quarter, the
Good Soil Ministry of Liberty Grove Baptist
Church of Fleetwood, NC, reminds everyone to
collect their used quarterlies, teaching packets,
and other Christian materials and deliver them to
the usual collection sites: Ashe Really Cares,
Avery Baptist Association, Brushy Mountain
Baptist Association, Stony Fork Baptist Association, or the container at
2223 Cranberry Springs Rd, Fleetwood, NC. Once again this quarter,
we have delivered 2 TONS of materials to Shelby… Awesome!!! We
would like to thank all the churches and individuals who are being good
stewards of God’s resources. For more information, contact J.C.
Trivette at (336)877-4067 or (336)977-8381 (cell).

We wish you a Merry Christmas and very Happy New Year! Our Ashe Faith Health looks
forward to working with you in the New year! Great plans await us for “2017”.
We are accepting donations to help our patients, if you would like to give a charitable gift in memory of
honor of someone please make checks payable to Ashe Baptist Association earmarked for Ashe Faith Health.
You can mail them to:
Ashe Faith Health
PO Box 850
Jefferson, NC 28640

I look forward to sharing more of our 2017 plans with you next month.
Diane Dixon, Faith Health Connector

Midway Baptist Church
Invites you to join them on Christmas Eve for a
Candlelight service at 7:00 PM
Pastor Steve LeaShomb and the congregation
welcome you to this special celebration of our
Savior’s birth.
Friendship Baptist Church
invites you come celebrate
the birth of Christ with them on
Sunday, December 24th, there will be a
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion and
Worship Service at 9:00 pm. Pastor Russell and
the congregation at Friendship invite you to come
celebrate the birth of Christ.

Christmas Morning
Worship Services
Buffalo Baptist Church announces
Rev. Richard Jerkins will be their guest speaker on
Christmas morning at 11:00 am.
The congregation invites you to attend.
Orion Baptist Church announces The Lords Supper
will be observed on Christmas morning at the 11:00
Worship Service. There will be no Sunday School that
day. Pastor Steve Allen and the congregation invite
everyone to attend.

Caldwell Hospice in the High Country:
Companions for the Journey
Caldwell Hospice would like to thank you for the
opportunity to provide hospice care throughout the
High Country in 2016. We consider it a privilege to
help patients and families face life’s most difficult
journey—the end of life.
Our commitment to provide compassionate, quality
end-of-life care and support regardless of a patient’s
ability to pay continues. Because of the generous
support of your community and the belief that
educational opportunities and community
bereavement services improve quality of life,
Caldwell Hospice in the High Country offers these
services to anyone who needs them. Just as with our
hospice services, we meet people where they are and
walk with them on their journey in their own time, in
their own way.
Would your congregation like to learn more about the
benefits of hospice and palliative care…or serve as a
host site for an event? Caldwell Hospice offers
hospice awareness opportunities for congregations in
the High Country: bulletin inserts, information table
with brochures, as well as presentations on a variety
of topics, such as hospice, palliative care, and
advance directives.
As you consider giving back to the community in the
coming year, please consider volunteer opportunities
with Caldwell Hospice in the High Country.
Volunteers are vital to our work. There are needs for
adult volunteers to work with patients and families,
as well as Ambassador Volunteers to serve as liaisons
between the congregations of local faith communities
and Caldwell Hospice.
For more information about any of these
opportunities, please contact Chaplain Roger Newton
at 828.754.0101, 1.844.MY.JOURNEY, or
rnewton@caldwellhospice.org.
Caldwell Hospice is the most experienced and only
not-for-profit hospice care provider located in the
High Country. Ask for the care you deserve. Ask for
Caldwell Hospice in the High Country.

Baptist Men’s Day is January 22, 2017.
Liberty Grove Baptist Church announces
Communion will be observed on Christmas morning
at 11:00 am with DOM David Blackburn leading the
service. The congregation invites everyone to attend.
Midway Baptist Church announces they will have
11:00 worship service on Christmas morning with NO
Sunday School. Pastor Steve LeaShomb and the
congregation welcome you

The 4th Sunday of January each year is
designated as Baptist Men’s Day.
Churches use this day to remind their entire
congregation of the importance of Baptist Men’s
Ministry within the church, community and
around the world. It that date is not convenient
plan another day to make it happen! I hope the
church you attend will take time for
Baptist Men’s Day!

Ashe Memorial Hospital
Receives National Recognition for Performance Leadership
in Patient Satisfaction

Please remember our
Churches without pastors
* Cristo el Salvador (Hispanic Baptist )
 Liberty Grove Baptist Church
 Christian Unity Baptist Church
 Buffalo Baptist Church
 Mission Home Baptist Church

Orion Baptist Church
is pleased to announce
Rev. Steven Allen
is serving as their interim pastor.
Pastor Steven and his wife Monica
served as IMB Missionaries for many
years prior to moving to Ashe County
last year. Steven, Monica and their 2
children live in the Creston
community.
We look forward to working with the
Allen family as they serve the
Orion Baptist Church.
Ashe Really Cares
Committee will be
meeting on
Tuesday,
January 3, 2017
at the Ashe Baptist
Association
Conference Room
at 7:00 PM. All
committee members are urged to attend.
It is open to the public.
The Ashe Baptist Association Executive
Committee will be meeting on Thursday,
January 5 at the
Bald Mountain Baptist Church at 7:00.
All committee members and pastors are
urged to attend. It is open to the public.

November 17, 2016 – Ashe Memorial Hospital today announced it has been
recognized by iVantage Health Analytics and the National Organization of
State Office of Rural Health (NOSORH) for overall excellence in Patient
Satisfaction, reflecting top quartile performance among all rural acute care
hospitals in the nation.
The rankings have been determined by the Hospital Strength INDEX®, the
industry’s most comprehensive and objective assessment of rural hospital
performance. In partnership with NOSORH, iVantage Health Analytics has
developed a data-driven program designed to identify excellence across a
broad spectrum of indicators relevant to hospital performance and patient
care. The Hospital Strength INDEX captures performance metrics for all
rural and Critical Access Hospitals. Leveraging data from public data
sources, INDEX aggregates data from 66 individual metrics into three major
categories and nine pillars to derive a single strength overall rating for each
facility.
“These top quartile performers should take great pride in this recognition. It
showcases their commitment to continuous performance analysis and
improvement. On this occasion of National Rural Health Day, it’s an honor
to celebrate their achievement as they continue to serve their communities
despite the many market, regulatory and financial pressures they face.” said
Michael Topchik, National Leader of the Chartis Center forRural Health.
About NOSORH
The National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health (NOSORH) was
established in 1995 to assist State Offices of Rural Health in their efforts to
improve access to, and the quality of, health care for America’s 61 million
rural citizens.
NOSORH enhances the capacity of SORHs to do this by supporting the development of state and community rural health leaders; creating and facilitating state, regional and national partnerships that foster information sharing
and spur rural health-related programs/activities; and enhancing access to
quality healthcare services in rural communities

Special Thank you to:
Healing Springs Baptist Church,
Calvary Baptist Church (WJ),
Bristol Baptist Church Ladies
Circle, Warrensville Baptist
Church, Liberty Grove Baptist
Church, Old Fields Baptist
Church, Orion Baptist Church ,
Friendship WMU, Friendship Baptist Church and Round
Knob Baptist Church for your Christmas Gifts to Linda
and I. Thank you for thinking of us, We appreciate it very
much.

Your Servant , David

Thank you Ashe County for helping 970 Children in Ashe County have a brighter Christmas
Pictured below are some of Santa’s helpers from GE Aviation, Bald Mountain Baptist, Pine Swamp Baptist,
Midway Baptist, Healing Springs Baptist, New River Baptist, Oak Hill Baptist, St. Francis Catholic Church,
Liberty Baptist & NCDOT. (Thank you ACCCP Elves)

WILKES
PRISON
MINISTRY

Dear Pastor, As the
Wilkes Prison
Ministry has grown,
I am now the first
full-time chaplain at
Wilkes Correction
Center. God is doing
great things and we
want you and your
church to be a part of
it. First, we covet
your prayers. We
know that America
is ripe for revival
and we are regularly
praying for it. While
we hope that a great
revival sweeps our
land and know that
churches must be a
focal point, we also
know that God can
use all of us in the
coming great revival.
That includes the
inmates here at
Wilkes Correctional
Center.
Secondly, I would
love the opportunity
to share our work
with your church.
That can be at a worship service. A meeting of a specific
group or even Sunday School classes.
Third, we could really use some people
to help with specific
services. We are in
of singers and
Musicians. Next, we would like to get some children making posters to decorate our chapel. If we had several
churches making just a poster or two a year, we can rotate them and let the inmate know that there are children
thinking of them. Along those lines, a list of adults who promise to regularly pray would also be a real sign to men
here that they are supported by loving Christians from your church. Finally, we are always in need of material
things like newer hymnals, Christian DVD’s and Worship DVD’s with lyrics.
Please check out our website at ilkesprisonministry.org or contact me to lean more about what we do.
Sincerely,
Chaplain Larry Ford
Office: 336-667-4533 or Mobile: 336-609-0710 or Email: pastorlarryford@icloud.com

More pics of volunteers from the Ashe County Children’s Christmas Project 2016

Several local Ministry Assistants' enjoyed a wonderful Christmas lunch in the conference room at the
Associational Office in December. Mrs. Linda Blackburn joined them and shared a brief devotion and
expressed her appreciation for the way each of them uniquely serve the Lord in their work. These ladies
are a vital part to the Gospel ministry in our churches. We hope you will remember your church
Ministry Assistant in prayer daily and encourage her as she serves the Lord daily.

Michele Swann, Linda Richardson, Myra Phillips, Eva Miller, Trish Church & Mrs. Linda Blackburn

The High Country Christian Choir singing at the
Minister, Wife & Staff Christmas Dinner
Led by Junior & Joyce Greer

Rev. Garrett Mahaffey leading the congregation to pray for
Jaxon prior to his visit to Brenner’s Children's Hospital

Many of you have been praying for a young
boy by the name of Jaxon. Jaxon and his
family attends Christian Unity Baptist
Church. He was recently diagnosed with a
disorder which is believed to occur in one per
two million children ages 1-3 ... his tumor
was benign and he has no others ... it is being
treated with a year's worth of chemo at
Brenner's ... and how very grateful we are
for all the prayers which we believe made the
difference in a life-threatening and lifesaving situation.,
Thank you, Diane and Frank Parsons
(Jaxon’s grandparents)

Pictured below are more of Santa’s Helpers from : Westwood Elementary, Ashe County High School,
Bethany United Methodist, Welcome Home Baptist, Skyline Skybest, Ashe County Middle School, &
Friendship Baptist Church

January 15, 2017 is
Sanctity of Human
Life Sunday

Ministers and their wives along with Church Staff & families enjoyed a relaxing
evening on December 8th at the Annual Christmas Dinner.

Special thanks to Ashe County Ford (Jeff & Amy Dollar) for sponsoring, to Friendship Baptist Church for
hosting and providing a beautiful place to eat, to Smokey Mtn. BBQ for catering and High Country
Christian Choir for singing. Thank you to everyone for attending and celebrating our Savior’s birth.

Science can tell us amazing facts about life—what it’s made of, how
biological systems work together, and what people are like before
birth. For instance….
 Your heart will beat more than 3.2 billion times over your lifetime.
 It began beating when you were 3 weeks and 1 day old.
 Before you were born, your heart beat approximately 54 million
times!
While science can only speculate on life’s origin, the Bible is
definitive:
 God the Father “has life in Himself.”
 “The Spirit gives life.”
 Jesus is “the life.”

Would the church you attend
like to host at the
Ashe Baptist Association Annual
Meeting in August 2017?
Warrensville Baptist is hosting the
Friday session...we still need
someone to host Saturday. Contact
the Preacher Place Committee or
call the Ashe Baptist Office at
336-846-5631.

Folks from Bald Mountain & Friendship Baptist Churches & Ms. Polly Eastridge from Clifton Baptist (one of our honored guest)

He is, after all, “the living God.” All life—eternal and physical—is from
Him and of Him. We celebrate life in all it’s forms because it is His gift.
Jesus perfectly reflected God’s image. Sinless Himself, He bore our
penalty of death and rose again se we could have eternal life. We
who believe are created anew to bear His likeness.
When we respect the sanctity of another person’s life—especially
someone who is small, weak, despised, or under attack—we mirror
His holiness and His compassion for people. We bring glory to Him!
If you would like more information on the Sanctity of Human Life
Sunday or would like a speaker from Ashe Pregnancy Care Center to
speak at your church, please give Roger Newton a call at
336 846-4100

Pastors & their wives, deacons and staff from Beaver Creek, Cristo el Salvador & Warrensville Baptist Churches

Cite Source: https://www.lifemattersww.org/Events SanctityofHumanLifeSunday.aspx

APPALACHIAN SENIOR PROGRAM HELPS
ASHE REALLY CARES

Approximately 24 of Ashe Really Cares senior adult neighbors received
Christmas gifts through the Appalachian Senior Program—Project Star.
You may have helped out with this program by choosing a Gold Star
from a local Christmas Tree and purchasing gifts—Thank You!
The recipient receives an additional box of food along with a gift bag
that may contain personal hygiene items, blankets, books & etc.,
as well as help with heat assistance.
On behalf of the ARC Neighbors we say thank you to everyone involved
in making Christmas more enjoyable this year!
Merry Christmas

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Ballou enjoying fellowship
with Linda Blackburn & Sami Ashley

Ms. Lillin Miller one of our honored
guest.

Billy Church & Pastor Russell Hart in deep
construction conversation

