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Former St. George police marshal to be featured in book
Barb Rayner
ST. GEORGE

A

former St. George police marshal, Alexis Peters, was one of 52 people
in Canada to be awarded the King’s Police and Fire Services Medal - and
the only officer from New Brunswick.
His story, along with those of the other recipients, will be included
in the book “To Guard My People”, being written by Jack Templeman of
Winnipeg.
From 1912 to 1951, 57 decorations were awarded to police officers
and firefighters in Canada and Newfoundland (Newfoundland didn’t
join Canada until 1949).
The book is a collection of the stories leading to the awards, and the
individuals who embodied the creed “To Guard My People” that is emblazoned on the medal.
In a telephone interview from Winnipeg, Templeman, who retired in
1994 after more than 35 years as a police officer, said he was setting up
the Winnipeg Police Museum, and one of the things in their possession
was the Kings Police Medal.
“I had never seen or heard of it, so that really started my interest.
Eventually I got information on all the awards across Canada. The National Archives have records of when nominations went in, and if they
were approved and sent to the King for final approval. There are a lot of
very unique stories. We have pictures of everybody but one.”
Templeman said he started the research in 1990, before his grandBarb Rayner/Courier
children were born, and now they are working with him on the book.
Andrew Peters holds the King’s Police and Fire Service Medal which was awarded to his late
His son Joel has joined forces with him over the last year as primary father Alexis Peters, a former police marshal in St. George, on May 29 1948.
editor, and project manager.
Three of the medals ended up in the U.S, he said, and one has since
had stopped at the approach to the Queen Street Bridge to repair a tire on
been returned to Canada. Each medal has the recipient’s name on it, and
he keeps watch for medals for sale on EBay. The medals are so rare, he said, his vehicle, when he heard someone shout that a person had jumped into the
Don River.
they are selling for about $6,000.
“Mr. Peters immediately leaped, fully clothed, into the river (which was
While he has information on those who received the medals and why, he
was also looking for some further personal information on the recipients. very dirty at this point in history), swam to the victim and, after a desperate
He said it was thanks to Joel’s research they were able to track down Alexis struggle, brought her back to the river’s edge.
With the assistance of a member of the Toronto police force, he managed
Peters son, Andrew, who lives in Pennfield.
Originally from Miramachi, Alexis Peters was police marshal (chief) in St. to get the woman safely out of the water following which the woman was
George, from 1944 to 1950, and prior to that held a similar position in New- sent to the hospital,” stated the recommendation for the medal.
The next day the woman, Lucille Handke of Toronto, appeared in the
castle from 1939 to 1944, said Andrew Peters.
What is unique about his father’s story is that Peters was not on duty, or Magistate’s Court at Toronto, charged with attempted suicide. The sentence
even in the same town where he worked, at the time of the incident which of the court was suspended, and she was placed on probation in the charge
of her relatives, for a period of one year.
resulted in him receiving the award.
“It is believed that had it not been for the prompt and courageous acThe official records from the Archives in Ottawa state Peters was on a six
month leave of absence from his job in St. George, and staying in Toronto, tion of Mr.Peters, Miss Handke would have been drowned. She refused aswhere his wife was undergoing treatment for cancer at the Toronto General sistance, and fought so stubbornly to prevent her rescue, that Mr. Peters was
Hospital.
required to use all the energy and strength he possessed to get the woman
He was driving through the city on May 20, 1945, at about 6:20 p.m., and to safety,” wrote George A. Shea, secretary-treasurer of the Chief Constables
Association of Canada, who submitted the application for the medal
supported by St. George mayor, Dr. R.D. Smith, to the Under Secretary
of State, Dr. E.H. Coleman.
It was not until December 1947 that Coleman confirmed that the
King had approved the awarding of the medal to Peters, which was
presented to him May 29, 1948, by New Brunswick’s Lieutenant-Governor D.L. MacLaren, at the Masonic Hall in St. George, with invited
chiefs of police from the province as well as the RCMP, and town council present.
The King’s Police medal was instituted in 1909 to provide a means
of rewarding gallantry by policemen and firemen. It was to be awarded
to those “who have performed acts of exceptional courage and skill, or
have exhibited conspicuous devotion to duty.” There was also a provision that not more than 12 Canadian medals be awarded annually.
The name of the medal was changed to the King’s Police and Fire
Services Medal in 1940, to more clearly reflect the inclusion of the fire
service.
In 1950, it was decided the George Cross and George Medal now
served the same purpose as this medal, and the awarding of it for gallantry was discontinued except, for posthumous awards. In Canada,
the last medals were awarded in 1950.
The Queen revived the medal in 1954, under two separate medals
– the Queen’s Police Medal, and the Queen’s Fire Service Medal, but
Canadians have never received either of these.
“I knew the story from the time I was a kid. My father was a big
strong man. I was only 11 when he died (Oct. 6 1958) – he was 49. My
mother had the medal until it was passed on to me,” said Peters.
The book should be completed this month, and it will be available
from
the Winnipeg Police Museum, or online through Marway Militaria
Submitted photo
(marway-militaria.com).
Kings Police and Services Medal recipient, Alexis Peters, a former police marshal in St. George.
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United Way offers assessments to Charlotte County
groups and organizations
Kathy Bockus
ST. STEPHEN

S

everal Charlotte County non-profit groups and community organizations
have agreed to take part in a United Way analysis, which will help identify their
strengths and weaknesses.
United Way spokesperson Sarah Byrne said the response to the
offer has been satisfying, but because of privacy laws couldn’t reveal
which groups had decided to take advantage of the United Way’s offer.
The offer focused on helping groups “do what you do even better”,
and urged them to make contact so support could be offered in the
areas of governance, operations, financial management, or reorganization.
There is no formal application process. Those interested can still
contact Byrne at Sarah@unitedwaysaintjohn.com.
After making the initial contact with several groups, and discussing areas in which they might need help, Byrne said the decision was
made to go through the same process used with agencies to which the
United Way gives funds.
“We will see where they need help, and where they might be able
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to offer help to another group, what are their best assets.” She said
the analysis will help determine what a group “is really good at” and
where “they might need a little more help.”
The process will help strengthen and fortify the participating
agencies, Byrne said, and will be facilitated by Pat Stafford, a former
executive director of Charlotte County Inclusion Network. That group
is now known as Vibrant Communities Charlotte County.
Byrne said Stafford understands the needs of the area, and how
they differ from those of Saint John, where the United Way office is
based.
“She knows a lot about the non-profit sector, and is familiar with
the people. She’s going to help us. She has that intimate knowledge
of Charlotte County needs, and how they are different from those in
Saint John.
“We want to make sure we understand those needs,” said Byrne.”We
want to make sure that while we are providing the coaching service,
what works in Saint John might not be what Charlotte County needs.”
Dates are currently being established for meetings with the participating groups, and Byrne said more groups and organizations are
welcome to contact her.

If you have news, or an idea for a feature story, contact us at
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Vimy Ridge centennial ceremony
a much more intimate understanding of our nation’s past, and a profound respect for those who serve in the armed forces.
“A tertiary goal is to represent New Brunswick at the centennial.”
The tour will also visit the Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland memorial – a tribute to all the Newfoundlanders who served in the First World
War.
“This had a direct impact on Newfoundland for many years. It is incredibly
important, and it is in the same region. Once we get there, everything is really
close together, by Canadian standards.
“Almost all the big Canadian battles in the First World War happened in this
relatively small area. We will also see Juno Beach, and do city tours of Amsterdam, London and Paris.”
The highlight of the tour for Carey will be seeing the gleaming white marble,
and haunting sculpture of the Vimy monument, which was unveiled in 1936 – a
reminder of the 11,285 Canadian soldiers killed in France who have no graves.
“It is a monument to peace. I am fairly certain when I see that monument
I am going to be a blithering wreck. I am fairly certain I will be overwhelmed.”
Vimy became a symbol for the sacrifice of the young Dominion of Canada, and in 1922, the French government ceded to Canada, in perpetuity, Vimy
Ridge and the land surrounding it. The victory at Vimy Ridge was one with a
heavy cost – 3,598 Canadians were killed, and 7,000 wounded.
All the students taking part in the tour are researching a soldier who perished over there, said Carey, and, hopefully, they will find that person’s grave.
“My hope is that, if enough people become interested in doing more tours
like this, we will see them far more often – that maybe at the Vimy 105, there
won’t be only one tour going to such a pivotal event. These tours offer an experience the students especially will never have in a classroom, and the more that
share the experience, the better.”
Carey will turn 30 April 18, so said he will be in the air on his way back to
New Brunswick when he celebrates his birthday. The hardest thing for the Careys is that they will be leaving their nine-month-old daughter.
The tour was planned before she was born and he said they have never been
away from her for that long before. She will be staying with her grandparents
while they are away.
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