Bill Kurtis is an undeniable source of inspiration, embodying adaptability, determination,
and a deep dedication to serving others. Originally named William Horton Kuretich, he was born
in Pensacola, Florida on September 21, 1940, and his upbringing was shaped by the nomadic
lifestyle of a military family. However, it was in Independence, Kansas, where he settled, that his
strong connection to the town became a defining aspect of his character and work.

Throughout his academic journey, Kurtis achieved many remarkable milestones. He
graduated from the University of Kansas with a Bachelor of Science in Journalism and went on
to earn a Juris Doctorate from Washburn University in 1966. Despite having a promising future
in law, Kurtis made the big decision to transition into broadcasting, setting the stage for an
extraordinary career. His early experiences as a television reporter in Topeka, Kansas exposed
him to the immense power of nature during a life-altering F5 tornado, which guided his path
towards journalism. Joining CBS in Chicago allowed Kurtis to showcase his unique voice,
earning him admiration from both viewers and colleagues. His successful work with the Arts and
Entertainment Network, where he hosted notable series such as American Justice and Cold Case
Files, secured his position as a prominent figure in investigative journalism. Beyond his
renowned media career, Kurtis's commitment to his roots is truly admirable. He serves as a
beacon for Independence, Kansas, engaging in endeavors such as owning a radio station and
consistently promoting and marketing the town through his platform. His dedication extends to
the rural landscape around Sedan, where he has invested in renovating old buildings, fostering
tourism, and revitalizing the area.

Not content with his achievements in the media alone, Kurtis has expanded his endeavors
into various fields. His involvement in films like Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy and

commercials for AT&T showed his versatility. Furthermore, his ownership of the Red Buftalo



Ranch and his engagement with the Tallgrass Beef Company highlight his commitment to
sustainable practices. Kurtis's bold decision to deviate from a stable legal profession in order to
pursue a career in broadcasting, despite the uncertainty it entailed, highlights his bravery and
determination to follow his passion. This significant choice not only jump-started his own
professional journey, but also served as a testament to the importance of embracing one's true
calling, even if it means straying from conventional paths. His unchanging connection to rural
Kansas and his dedication to revitalizing small towns like Independence and Sedan exemplify his
deep-rooted sense of responsibility towards his communities. Kurtis not only achieves success in
his endeavors, but also empowers others by providing opportunities for growth and rejuvenation
in areas that are often overlooked.

In conclusion, Bill Kurtis models versatility, dedication, and community commitment,
whose life narrative exemplifies the extreme impact one individual can have across multiple
domains. His journey, from a military upbringing to a prominent journalist, entrepreneur, and
advocate for conservation, embodies resilience and the courage to turn towards passions. Kurtis's
unwavering dedication to revitalizing small towns like Independence and Sedan, fostering
sustainable farming practices, and championing environmental causes reflects a deep-rooted
sense of responsibility towards society. His ability to navigate diverse industries while staying
true to his values serves as an inspiration, encouraging others to pursue their aspirations with
fervor, contribute meaningfully, and leave an enduring, positive legacy for generations to come.
Bill Kurtis, through his multifaceted contributions, stands as an emblem of selflessness,
determination, and the power of dedicated service to both local communities and the rest of the

world.



