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Lest We Forget:

Spring 2015

Rev. James R. and Ruth Dickinson Harvey
Based on various sources, compiled by Virginia White

There are volumes of information related to
the history of the Arkansas Methodist churches,
clergy, and its members. This article is designed
to reach back into the nineteenth century to remember one of the ministers and his wife, an active participant in Methodist women’s mission activities. Their associations through the years also
bring to light other worthy, notable individuals.
Rev./Dr. James R. Harvey
[The primary source for J. R. Harvey is Lest We
Forget, or Character Gems Gleaned from
South Arkansas by J.H. Riggin, Published 1910, and Reprinted 1978.]
James R. Harvey was born in Russellville, Arkansas, June 30, 1837. He
was educated in some of the many excellent private schools in the area before the
Civil War.
Harvey was converted as a teenager in 1854, under the ministry of young
Harlston Reed Withers, “a brilliant orator.”
He was received into the Methodist
Church, licensed to preach in 1858, and
admitted on trial in the traveling connection by the
Ouachita Conference in November 1859.
He
served Warren and Hampton Circuits until the Civil War.
“On May 3, 1861, he joined the Confederate
Army and became a member of the Second Arkansas Calvary under Colonel Solon Borland. He received the rank of Lieutenant in 1862 and became
a chaplain of the Third Arkansas Calvary Regi-

ment under Col. W. F. Slemons.” [The History of
the First United Church-Malvern, Arkansas, 18361980, History Committee, Annie Belle Arnold,
chair]
He was married on October 11, 1864, to Ruth
Dickinson, “a noble Christian woman, his invaluable helpmate in the years of his active ministry.”
Until 1873, Harvey served in the Princeton
Circuit, Buena Vista, El Dorado, Hamburg, and
Monticello. Because of health concerns, he began
studying dentistry in Camden with Dr.
B. B. Ward and subsequently enrolled
in a Dental college in Baltimore, Maryland, where he received his degree as
Doctor of Dental Surgery.
Soon, however, Dr. J. W. Harvey became involved again in the
Methodist ministry. He was often on
the supernumerary list. He was appointed Presiding Elder in Monticello
District in 1874. He “accomplished a
great work” for the Washington District in 1880.
Additionally, he was Superintendent of the Arkansas School for the Blind and
Field Editor of the Arkansas Methodist newspaper.
Other churches where he was stationed or helped
included Magnolia, Malvern, and Clarksville. In
1904-05, Harvey served the Ouachita County communities of Onalaska and Eagle Mills after being
gladly re-admitted to the Conference—”that he
might die among his brethren.”

(Continued on page 2)

Ouachita Conference Female College, which was
part of the famous Arkansas Military Institute at
Tulip, Arkansas, during the town’s heyday as the
“Athens of Arkansas.” [Michael Hodge, Encyclopedia of Arkansas History and Culture website]

(Continued from page 1)
His uniformly cheerful and uncomplaining
disposition belied the fact that he was an afflicted
man for over thirty years with kidney and bladder
disease that eventually led to rheumatism and
heart disease.

Ruth’s friend and Arkansas Methodist women's missions co-worker, Emily L. Van Valkenburg
Holmes of Warren, read Ruth’s biography at the
Woman’s Missionary meeting on June 12th, 1894
in Atlanta, Georgia, after Ruth’s death on January
9th.

Harvey also took a lively interest in all public
affairs. Business, the courts, the politics, the
schools, the civic and social questions of the
day—all interested him, and by word and deed, he
made his interests manifest.

Emily Holmes recalled that Ruth “was married to Rev. J. H. Harvey at about the age of twenty
-three, and that a more devoted self-sacrificing
wife never lived. Despite a strong mind and a will
of her own, all was held in accord with his wishes.
If he was sick or suffering, no thought of self interest interfered with most constant and patient care.
‘Husband’ was ever first and most important in her
thoughts.”

Dr. Harvey’s wife, Ruth, died January 9, 1894,
after a long illness. In 1896 he married a caring
Christian widow, Mrs. Mary J. Sharman of Magnolia.
James R. Harvey died in his home in Magnolia, November 11, 1907. He had asked his friend,
Rev. John H. Riggin, to preach his funeral in the
church and desired that the neighboring preachers
be notified that they might attend, He also requested burial next to Rev. Charles B. Brinkley at
Magnolia City Cemetery.

“As wife of an itinerant preacher, she has
been in all parts of the Little Rock Conference, and
wherever she has been has left the imprint of her
lifework. As soon as the benediction was pronounced, she was among the congregation, seeking out especially those who were likely be neglected. She could shake hands and speak a kind
word to more people in a few minutes than any
other person I ever saw.”

Harvey’s funeral minister, Dr. Riggin, author
of this source book, was extremely well-educated
and a very fervent, capable Methodist preacher. He
had read the New Testament through before the
age of five and later received the honorary degree
of Doctor of Divinity from Hendrix College in 1889,
according to Centennial History of Arkansas Methodism, Dr. James Anderson, 1935.

“As soon as the organizations of missionary
societies began, Ruth Harvey took part in the
work, organizing a society in Prescott in March
1878, almost a year before the Little Rock Conference Society was organized.
In 1880, she was elected Assistant Recording
Secretary of the Little Rock Society, and from that
time she never missed a meeting. The next year,
she was elected Recording Secretary, an office she held until her election of Corresponding Secretary in
1886.”

Ruth Ann Dickinson Harvey
[The primary sources for Ruth Ann Dickinson Harvey are Builders: of a Kingdom, A
History of Little Rock Conference
Woman’s Missionary Society of Arkansas—1873-1923
by
Coralee
Gannaway Williams, 1923; Send Me
(Newsletter for Woman’s Missionary
Society, Little Rock Conference), Editor Lou A. Hotchkiss, Vol. 5, No. 1,
July 1894].

Ruth reported in 1887 at the
meeting of the Foreign Mission
Board held in Nashville, Tennessee.
Still corresponding secretary
in 1892, “Ruth stated that she had
pledged herself to raise $125.00 for
sending out new missionaries. Later, at 8:30 p.m., Mrs. Harvey gave her
report of the year’s work which was
rich in good things and enjoyed by
all.” [Recording Secretary Emily
Holmes]

Ruth Ann Dickinson was born
in Pontotoc County, Mississippi, on
June 16, 1841, to James and Nancy
Ware Dickinson. She spent most of
her childhood in Dallas and Calhoun
Counties, Arkansas. In the 1850s,
Ruth attended the Tulip Female Collegiate Seminary, renamed the

(Continued on page 3)
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Rev. J. E. Caldwell of Tulip, Arkansas, said
that he “met her first at this place [Tulip] in the
early fifties, when she was going to school, and,
later, in 1859 at her home “Oakland Farm,” in Calhoun County, when I was her pastor. I was privileged to officiate at her marriage, October 11,
1864.”

(Continued from page 2)
At the Fifteenth Annual Meeting of Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society on June 25, 1893, in
Fordyce, “Sister Harvey, fresh from the meeting of
the W.M.B. at Kansas City, gave a glowing account
of the Scarritt Bible and Training School, calling
special attention to the room furnished by the children of Arkansas.”

Mrs. Samuel Watson, President of the Woman’s Missionary Society of Memphis Conference,
called Ruth “an old friend and true co-worker.”

“Although looking tired and worn, she was
her own cheerful self, adding to the comfort and
happiness of all around and attending to her duty
with the usual care. She had come home from her
trip to find her husband, Rev. Harvey, racked with
rheumatic pain; and with tireless and sleepless
fidelity, she nursed him.”

Laura Bradford of Brownsville, Tennessee,
recalled that Ruth and she “attended our first
Board meeting together at Catlettsburg, Kentucky,
in 1887. We traveled together, going and coming,
and stayed in the same home. A friendship sprang
up between us that has grown stronger and sweeter as the years have gone by.”

Soon, Ruth’s health began declining. She
died on January 9. 1894, and was buried near her
parents at Dickinson Cemetery, at Harrell, in Calhoun County, Arkansas, between Camden and
Hampton.

Ellen Young, Corresponding Secretary of the
Woman’s Missionary Society, Magnolia, Arkansas,
wrote, “When Sister Harvey came to Magnolia, our
W.M.S. was in a languishing condition. Chiefly,
through her efforts, it was revived; and as long as
she was with us, she was its animating spirit. How
she might serve God acceptably seemed to be the
controlling thought of her mind.”

In July 1894. a memorial edition of Send Me
(Newsletter for Woman’s Missionary Society, Little
Rock Conference), edited by Lou Allen Hotchkiss,
included remembrances of those who had been
associated with Ruth Dickinson Harvey.

Mrs. E. A. Hays of Prescott, Secretary of
Washington District, recalled that when she moved
to Prescott in February 1887, Dr. Harvey was the
pastor there. “Sister Harvey made me feel at once
that I was among Christian friends.”

The editor, Mrs. Hotchkiss, the wife of Rev E.
B. Hotchkiss, eventually served as President of the
Little Rock Conference Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society for twenty-three years—1884-1907. In
her opening dedication, Lou Hotchkiss expressed,
“My own heart is full of tender recollections of her,
as in sweet association, we were thrown together
in the vineyard of the Lord. I will always remember
with pleasure our work of editing the missionary
columns of the Arkansas Methodist, when Brothers [Rev. Samuel G.] Colburn and [J. P.] Lowery
were at the helm. I see her as our faithful Recording Secretary and, afterwards, as our Corresponding Secretary. Her words have often been a buoy
to me, and I am thankful that she lived.”


Truly, this couple, Rev./Dr. James R. Harvey and
Ruth Dickinson Harvey were both worthy, sincere
Christian servants and leaders in our nineteenth
century Arkansas Methodist movement, who deserve to be remembered along with the others who
laid a solid foundation.





Officers of the Little Rock Conference
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society:
left to right
Mrs. M.J. McAlmont, Treasurer; Mrs.
Emily L. Holmes, Recording Secretary;
Mrs. Lou A. Hotchkiss, President; and
Mrs. Ruth D. Harvey, Corresponding Secretary.

3

Good News at the Archives
The Arkansas Conference Archives announces its new web site: ArkansasUMCArchives.com
The new site includes copies of the AR Methodist newspaper from 1884 through 1901 with optical
character recognition. The Historical Society funded one of these years. The newspapers are now being
scanned at the archives with a new "book scanner" purchased with a grant from the Winfred D. Polk
funds of the AR UMC Foundation.
The new site also includes four complete books on Arkansas United Methodist history by Horace
Jewell (1873), James Anderson (1815-1935), W.D. Lester (Southwest Conference 1838-1972), and
Walter Vernon (1816-1976). All of these books are downloadable to any computer.
Within the website there is also a message from our Commission Chair, Helen Guenter, including
the AR Conference priority, "As part of the Arkansas Conference, the mission of the Commission is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ equipping the transformation of the world with our excellence and passion."
The Arkansas Conference Archives is composed of Methodist history from the churches that are now
the current UMC of Arkansas. It collects papers, books, and photographs, retains information about
preachers, churches, church history and some membership records of closed churches. The collection
continues to grow from the generosity of our UMC friends and families.
The archives is open to visitors every Thursday from 9:30 am until 4:30 pm. Appointments are available upon request. The archives is housed on the Hendrix Campus Library in Conway.
Contact the archivists, Carole Teague or Marcia Crossman, at arkmethodist@hendrix.edu

Left to right: Dr. John H. Riggin, author of Lest We Forget, or Character Gems Gleaned from
South Arkansas, 1910, was Rev. James R. Harvey’s funeral minister. Rev. James E. Caldwell of
Tulip, Arkansas, was the minister who performed marriage ceremony of Ruth Dickinson and
James R. Harvey. Lou Allen Hotchkiss, editor of Send Me (Newsletter for Woman’s Missionary
Society, Little Rock Conference), served as President of the Little Rock Conference Woman’s
Foreign Missionary Society for twenty-three years.
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United Methodist Museum of the Arkansas Conference
NEWS
Retiree Rev. John S. Polk, whose art works invite
the viewer to step back in time into his vision of
the Methodist past, has recently donated one of
his watercolor paintings to the museum.
“Meeting House on the Mountain”(2013) includes one of Polk’s charming additions, the boy
in the treetop. The one room log cabin structure
is typical of Methodist frontier structures.
Polk currently is part-time minister of visitation
at First United Methodist Church in Hot Springs.
Shown right: Rev. Polk discussing his art work
and “Meeting House on the Mountain”

The United Methodist Museum of the Arkansas Conference (UMMAC) is open every
Tuesday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM, which will be convenient for those who prefer to drop by rather than schedule a visit in advance. We still offer advance appointments on other
days for viewing and for guided tours. The phone number to call for appointments, to
book a tour, or for information about the museum is 501-680-1089.
Linda Baker is Curator.

The museum is now on

listed as Arkansas United Methodist Museum
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870-523-6178

Arkansas Conference Ministries
United Methodist Historical Society of Arkansas
800 Daisy Bates Drive
Little Rock, Arkansas 72202-3770
Virginia White, Editor

MEETING OCTOBER 30, 2014

Our 2015 Annual Spring Luncheon of the
Historical Society will be held on April 25th
at 12:00 noon at First United Methodist
Church, 723 Center Street, Little Rock, Arkansas. Randy Frazier of Wye Mountain will
be the speaker, The luncheon is for members and friends and guests. The cost is
$10.
—Ron Clark, President

Speaker Randy Frazier
has a wonderful way of
bringing the subject
matter to us. Besides
using audio visuals, he
has a sharp wit and a
great deal of humor in
the process.

Contact Barbara Clark, Treasurer
2605 Normandy Drive, Newport, AR 72112

870-523-6178 if you did not receive a reservation form.
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