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Dear  fr iends,

                                      The year  2020 taught us that the value of sim ple 
th ings we took  for  granted are PRICELESS. Going out for  a m ovie, 
visi t ing fr iends, tr avel l ing, eat ing Golgappa fr om  roadside eat ing 
join t, wear ing par ty wear  looks a distant past!!!!!

                      As we hope for  the new year  to br ing back  al l  these joys, 
let?s also rem em ber  to add on the top of our  new year  r esolut ion l ist  - 
?To Appreciate and Enjoy what we have in  hand today?

Wishing you a ll a  H appy N ew Year !!

Regards,

Bhavna Botta

connectspecial  .in



I nter esting Tech N ews-

Act i veW or ds

ActiveW ords is a n i fty fr ee program  that does seven useful  
th ings when you type key words or  let ter  com binat ions and hi t  
the space bar. In  fact, the developers bel ieve program 's seven 
categor ies m ake up the 80 percent of com puting tasks in  the 
80/20 paradigm : Subst i tute Text, Launch a Program , Open a 
Docum ent, Navigate to an In ternet Si te, Send E-M ai l , Open a 
Folder , and Scr ipt ing. You speci fy your  Act iveW ords using quick , 
easy com m ands, and then associate the words with one of the 
seven tasks via sim ple wizards.

             I t  lets you create easy-to-rem em ber  shor tcuts that do what 
you need m ost often: Type "addy," for  exam ple, and have 
Act iveW ords f i l l  in  your  ent i r e address or  launch a program  by 
typing i ts in i t ials ,open a W eb si te wi th a word you'r e typing 
anyway; a dict ionary si te, for  exam ple.

ActiveW ords can open f i les and folders, web pages, and 
appl icat ions, and handle m ost tasks a person m ay need to 
per form  on the com puter. I f  you have m ul t iple devices, you don?t 
have to star t  over  establ ish ing com m ands with each device ei ther , 
as Act iveW ords Sync al lows users to use m ost cloud services l ike 
One Dr ive, Dropbox, and Google Dr ive to autom atical ly sync data 
between their  devices. This is useful  to students with 
developm ental  disabi l i t ies as i t  wi l l  sign i f icant ly save t im e

https:/ / download.cnet.com /ActiveW ords/3000-2084_4-10055469.htm l

https://download.cnet.com/ActiveWords/3000-2084_4-10055469.html


Xf i n i ty  Eye Detect i on

Com cast r ecently unvei led som e new features to their  Xfin i ty X1 
cable package that uses eye detect ion technology that enables 
people with m obi l i ty l im itat ions to change the channel , access 
the guide, r ecord shows and even open som e apps by just using 
eye m otions.

This fr ee-to-use software can even be used on tablets and laptops 
and i t  works seam lessly wi th al r eady-exist ing hardware and 
software on devices, so users wi l l  not have to purchase a new set 
of gadgets to en joy the benefi ts of th is service

 



The El ect r ol ar yn x

                       One of the character ist ics that di fferent iates 
hum ans fr om  other  creatures is the abi l i ty to produce 
and m anipulate our  voices to com m unicate in  
com pl icated ways. 

Our  voices are actual ly generated by vocal  cord vibrat ions 
fr om  the air  as i t  passes fr om  the lungs. Al l  of th is happens in  
our  lar ynges, som etim es cal led the ?voice box? because ... wel l , 
i t  produces our  voices. You can l i teral ly touch your  neck  whi le 
talk ing and feel  the vibrat ion.

Som etim es, due to cancer  or  tr aum a or  other  r easons, the 
lar ynx m ay need to be rem oved, which obviously r esul ts in  
an individual  being unable to speak . I f  there were a way for  
som eone to actual ly get their  voice back , that would be 
incredible.

An electrolar ynx, som etim es refer red to as a "throat back", 
is a m edical  device about the size of a sm al l  electr ic r azor  
used to produce clearer  speech by those people who have 
lost their  voicebox, usual ly due to cancer  of the lar ynx. The 
m ost com m on device is a handheld, batter y-operated 
device pressed against the sk in  under  the m andible which 
produces vibrat ions to al low speech, To be able to use an 
electrolar ynx, you need tr ain ing fr om  a speech and 
language therapist and plenty of pract ice. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speech_communication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer_of_the_larynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer_of_the_larynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer_of_the_larynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cancer_of_the_larynx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_mandible


Seven  w i n n i n g sol u t i on s to em pow er  peopl e w i th  

d i sabi l i t i es

Or i gi n al l y  featu r ed  i n

Access an d  In cl usi on  th r ough   Techn ol ogy

http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news/# /

https:/ / news.m icrosoft .com /apac/2020/12/03/ seven-winn ing-solut ions-to-

em power -people-with-disabi l i t ies/

Our  AI  for  Accessibi li ty H ackathon is held vir tua lly for  
the fir st  t ime acr oss 14 Asia  Pacific countr ies.

---By Pr at i m a Am on k ar , Chai r  for  D&I  an d  Accessi bi l i ty  
for  M i cr osof t  APAC

Accessibi l i ty is a journey towards a 
future where everyone can 
par t icipate. The W or ld H eal th 
Organizat ion, shares that m ore than 
1 bi l l ion people ident i fy as having a 
disabi l i ty (PwDs) global ly, and at 
som e point in  our  l ives, everyone 
wi l l  face som e form  of i t . 

W hether  tem porary l ike a fr actured arm , si tuat ional  l ike 
car r ying an in fant, or  perm anent. Unfor tunately, on ly one in  
10 have access to technology that can assist and enable fu l l  
par t icipat ion in  society.  

In  Asia Paci f ic (APAC), that num ber  is 650 m i l l ion.

http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=2e2507a0-3d0d-11eb-bfc7-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=2e2507a0-3d0d-11eb-bfc7-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=2e2507a0-3d0d-11eb-bfc7-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=2e2507a0-3d0d-11eb-bfc7-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
http://www.accessandinclusion.news/?edition_id=2e2507a0-3d0d-11eb-bfc7-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
http://www.accessandinclusion.news/#/
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/12/03/seven-winning-solutions-to-empower-people-with-disabilities/
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/12/03/seven-winning-solutions-to-empower-people-with-disabilities/
https://www.who.int/phi/implementation/assistive_technology/2206_infographic.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/phi/implementation/assistive_technology/2206_infographic.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/phi/implementation/assistive_technology/2206_infographic.pdf?ua=1
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Disability%20The%20Facts.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Disability%20The%20Facts.pdf


At M icrosoft , when we look  ahead, we see tr em endous 
possibi l i ty here. W e bel ieve that we have the responsibi l i ty and 
oppor tun i ty to design and bui ld technology that is inclusive and 
innovative. W e bel ieve that text-to-speech tools l ike M icrosoft  
Nar rator , voice com m ands and rem ote controls were designed 
for  people l iving with disabi l i t ies, and benefi t  us al l . In  addi t ion 
to the M icrosoft  Enable Lab, we host hackathons which have 
resul ted in  assist ive solut ions l ike Eye Control  and Seeing AI .

Beyond tools, i t?s crucial  that we create a cul ture of inclusion 
and bui ld the digi tal  sk i l ls capabi l i t ies of people with disabi l i t ies. 
To achieve that, we launched the M icrosoft  Enabler  Program  in  
Septem ber  2020 with em ployer  par tners and non-profi t  
organizat ions, im proving the em ployabi l i ty of people with 
disabi l i t ies through digi tal  sk i l ls and corporate tr ain ing, 
in ternships and job shadowing.

The AI for  Accessibi l i ty hackathon is so m uch m ore than just 
a hackathon ? i t  is also a spr ingboard for  us to ident i fy and 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/complete-guide-to-narrator-e4397a0d-ef4f-b386-d8ae-c172f109bdb1
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/complete-guide-to-narrator-e4397a0d-ef4f-b386-d8ae-c172f109bdb1
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/group/enable/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/group/enable/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/group/enable/
https://www.eyecontrol.co.il/
https://www.eyecontrol.co.il/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/seeing-ai
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/09/09/microsoft-non-profits-and-employer-partners-launch-program-to-increase-employability-for-people-with-disabilities-in-asia-pacific/
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/09/09/microsoft-non-profits-and-employer-partners-launch-program-to-increase-employability-for-people-with-disabilities-in-asia-pacific/
https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/09/09/microsoft-non-profits-and-employer-partners-launch-program-to-increase-employability-for-people-with-disabilities-in-asia-pacific/


advance technologies that m ake the wor ld m ore accessible and 
inclusive. The 2019 winner  of the AI4A hackathon fr om  Sr i  
Lanka,For tude, also received our  global  AI for  Accessibi l i ty 
grant, which wi l l  enable them  to fur ther  develop their  Dysphagia 
ident i f icat ion app.

Fi r st  v i r tual  AI  for  Accessi bi l i ty  H ack athon  i n  APAC

578 par t icipants fr om  181 team s across 11 countr ies cam e 
together  on one platform  to create solut ions for  r eal-wor ld 
problem  statem ents posed by 12 non-profi t  organizat ions (NPOs). 
The seven winn ing team s developed innovative solut ions to 
m eet needs in  the areas of em ploym ent, dai ly l i fe and 
com m unicat ion and connect ion.

            To assist people who are hard of hear ing,Team Accensible 
fr om  Si n gapor e developed an appl icat ion that would run 

alongside video conferencing platform s and provide assist ive 
tech such as speech-to-text, sign-to-text and a m eeting m inutes 
tr anscr iber  ?  an especial ly r elevant tool  in  our  ?rem ote 
everyth ing? wor ld of today. To bui ld awareness on com m on 
chal lenges for  the deaf, Team Cloud Access fr om  Indonesia bui l t  

an app with gam ificat ion features so that everyone can learn 
sign language using AI

https://news.microsoft.com/apac/2020/06/22/fortude-first-from-sri-lanka-to-join-microsoft-ai-for-accessibility-program/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/ai-for-accessibility-grants
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/ai-for-accessibility-grants
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/ai-for-accessibility-grants
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/ai/ai-for-accessibility-grants
https://www.accensible.com/
https://www.accensible.com/


ABOVE: A prototype of Team  Cloud Access? solut ion 
dengarkan.ai .

In  New  Zeal an d , Team N awi (N avigating Kiwi)designed a 

navigat ion assistance tool  for  people with low vision. Their  
wearable tech solut ion ?Nawi? was equipped with hapt ic 
feedback , hazard sensors, audio feedback  and cam era-tr ack ing 
sensors, so that users could wander  hands fr ee or  wi th a tact i le 
control ler.

From  Vi etn am , we had Team  YehYeh?s app ?YehYeh NFC?, which 

houses an audio bookshel f wi th text-to-speech technology as wel l  
as a physical  ?Brai l le-able?, which replaces touch screen 
operat ions with YehYeh buttons, so that people can accurately tap 
on their  desir ed funct ion on touchscreens. 

In  Thai land, Team Vulcan Coalition developed a Thai 

text-to-speech synthesizer.

In  addi t ion to aids, winn ing team s also looked at m ak ing i t  easier  
to em ploy people with disabi l i t ies. 



Team # ASBW eAllN eedToSee fr om  M al aysi a designed 

BlindI n.co, a job-m atching platform  for  potent ial  candidates to 

showcase sk i l ls and capabi l i t ies through videos using Azure 
Cognit ive Services and M achine Learn ing.

In  the Phi l i pp i n es, Team Lingaro looked at psychosocial  disabi l i ty. 
Their  Lingaro W ellness App t r acks m oods through AI and data 
analyt ics and del iver s basic cognit ive-behavioral  in ter vent ions 
including suggest ions for  m eetings with m edical  professionals and 
hum an resource counselor s.

To suppor t their  innovat ion, al l  the team s had access to m ore than 18 
technical  and non-technical  workshops, coaching, suppor t by 
M icrosoft  and our  par tners ? LinkedIn, Datacom , and Telstr a. The 
team s consisted of business par tners, developers, star t-ups and 
students fr om  universi t ies and their  solut ions were developed on 
Azure, the M icrosoft  cloud.

Accessi bi l i ty  i s m or e than  a bol d  thought

Technology is a power fu l  for ce for  inclusion, and when created to help 
som eone with a perm anent disabi l i ty, i t  helps those with tem porary 
in jur ies or  si tuat ional  disabi l i t ies. Accessibi l i ty for  the few, often, 
becom es usabi l i ty for  m any. I?m  exci ted to work  with com m unit ies 
m ake technology accessible.

There are no l im its to what people can achieve when technology 
reflects the diversi ty of everyone who uses i t .

For  subscr ipt ion wr i te to- 
botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

To share ,to r ead archive edi t ions log on to- 
connectspecial .in


