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2017 conference ANNOUNCEMENT
Message from the President, Kelly O’ Rourke
Author Meg Medina was already on my radar as a possible guest speaker for the AETA fall
conference when I attended a session on Culturally Diverse Young Adult Literature: Voices of
Advocacy and Community at NCTE where she was a featured speaker. As the group talked about
her provocatively titled book, Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass, we shared war stories of
middle and high school battles. My Yaqui was actually named, and I kid you not…Griselda, and
our story still makes the rounds among my childhood friends on Facebook. Of course, I was not
alone in sharing stories of bullies and those scary places on campus, like the 9th grade girls’
smoking bathroom upstairs right next to Mr. Salcedo’s art room. Meg listened and grew more
animated until she finally cried out, “That’s who I speak for, the kid who’s afraid to pee!” Too
right, Meg Medina! I thought, “You are booked.”
Our classrooms are filled with scared kids—it’s part of being an adolescent, only sometimes in
control of your life, while learning how to overcome the obstacles thrown in your way. Some
reasons for that fear have changed, others are perennial. I may or may not have students afraid of
the group of boys blocking the drinking fountain, or the girls lurking in bathroom stalls. My
students may or may not be afraid to wait by themselves too long at the basketball courts for their
parents to pick them up. Like the heroine of Medina’s latest book, Burn, Baby Burn, my students
might be afraid of the big brother at home, the serial killer stalking neighborhood streets, or where
to find their next meal. Right now, one of my colleagues reading this knows about a student who is
afraid of being deported, or afraid that her mom or dad will be deported. Right now, one of you
knows a student is who afraid to walk into a classroom as the only person of color, the only one
wearing a hijab, the only non-cisgender kid in the room who’s not sure which bathroom to use. We
certainly do have kids afraid to pee. Join Meg Medina and colleagues from Chinle to Yuma,
Douglas to Kingman in exploring how we can use literature to advocate for our students and
ourselves in the wide variety of communities that make up Arizona. Our students need us to raise
our voices so they can raise theirs.

Visit our website at
www.aetaconnect.org
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RAISE YOUR VOICE, ARIZONA
Words hold power. But how powerful are these words without action? Every day, we
influence the future with each spoken word, each choice made. No one any deny the weight
of this power. As English teachers, we serve as faces of advocacy, seeking equity for our
students. While our daily lessons include literature, writing, vocabulary, and grammar - it is
the life lessons taught in our classrooms which hold the most significant power. We teach
lessons to our students for today, tomorrow, and forever. These lessons include the ability to
work with others or the use of critical thinking to problem solve. In a society which sees
educators as a problem, we need to recapture our voice, position our agency, and state our
mission. We must act to find our common voice, then let it be heard loud and clear.
This year’s NCTE and AETA themes center on these ideas. The 2017 NCTE conference
theme, “Teaching Our Students Today, Tomorrow, Forever: Recapturing Our Voices, Our
Agency, Our Mission” focuses on recovering what belongs to educators - power to influence
the future. The AETA’s conference theme: “Raise Your Voice, Arizona” is a proclamation to
recapture what empowers us as leaders - our collective voice. Please join use as we transition
from faces of advocacy to active agents of change, as we raise our voice.
- Esther Bateson, Hamilton High School

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: MEG MEDINA
Our keynote speaker this year will be Meg Medina, an award winning Cuban American author who
writes picture books, middle grade, and YA fiction.
Adapted from her official bio:
Her most recent young adult novel, Burn Baby Burn, has earned
numerous distinctions including being listed for the 2016 National
Book Award and shortlisted for the Kirkus Prize. She is the 2014
Pura Belpre Award winner for her young adult novel, Yaqui
Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass, which was also the winner of the
2013 CYBILS Fiction award and the International Latino Book
Award.
Meg’s work examines how cultures intersect as seen through the
eyes of young people. She brings to audiences stories that speak to
both what is unique to Latino culture and to the qualities that are
universal. Her favorite protagonists are strong girls.
Learn more at www.megmedina.com
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Arizona English Teachers Association
STATEWIDE CONFERENCE
Saturday, September 23, 2017
Chandler-Gilbert Community College
Chandler, Arizona
www.aetaconnect.org/

Raise Your Voice, Arizona!
Keynote Speaker: Meg Medina

CALL FOR PROPOSALS
Our conference theme this year centers around two important questions: How do you
raise your voice? And, how are you teaching your students to raise their voices? In an
information-rich, social media- driven world, how do you break through the cacophony
to reach your students, colleagues, administrators, parents, even legislators? Our mission
as English teachers is to show our students how to harness the power of the spoken and
written word. We are good at asking them to raise their voices, whether it be during
presentations or digging deeper into an essay or analysis. But now, as we watch the
various forces debate how best to structure and fund our schools, we need to raise our
voices. Here in Arizona we know the power of one teacher to change a student’s life.
Our students are Dreamers who build robots that grace the halls of the Smithsonian.
They are activists who lead marches, deliver speeches, and engage in civil debate on
social media. They are presenters who lead workshops at NCTE in how writing gives
voice to their experiences on reservation lands. Consider how you are speaking up for
English education and your students. Consider the work your students have produced in
and out of your classroom. Our conference format will be re-designed to give a platform
for as many voices as possible. Consider yourself invited to the table!
Kelly O’Rourke
AETA President
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2017 AETA Conference Proposal Form
Conference updates will be sent to the designated contact person, who should keep colleagues
informed as correspondence continues. In accordance with professional tradition, all presenters
must register for the conference.
1.   Contact person
Name:
Title:
School affiliation:
Mailing address:
Phone:
Email:

2.   Additional presenters (Please use the format above for each additional person)
3.   Format preference: Roundtable / Panel
Roundtable - Multiple roundtables will be in progress simultaneously in one large room, so audience members can drop in
and chat with several different presenters during the hour. This format is great for sharing teaching practices, talking about
books, and discussing research. Roundtable presenters may choose to bring a charged laptop, handouts, and visuals if they
wish. Projection and outlets will not be available.
Panel - Presentations will be combined with 2 others to form a panel. Presentations are 15 minutes each with a question and
answer period at the very end. The first panelist will also serve as the chair of the session, introducing panelists and keeping
time. Each classroom has a teacher computer and LCD projector, and the room will be arranged in rows or in pods. Please
justify your request for a panel in the description below. We will offer a limited number of panels this year.

4.   Presentation title
5.   Select 1-3 strands from the list below
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

Arts Integration (Drama, Performance, Music, Multimodality, etc.)
College (First-Year Composition, Writing Program Administration, Writing Centers, etc.)
Community Literacies (Outreach, Community Programs, etc.)
Education Policy (Legislation, State and National Standards, Advocacy, etc.)
Elementary
English Education (Pre-/In-Service Teacher Education, English Education Research, etc.)
Inclusion (Diversity, Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy, LGBTQ, Social Justice, etc.)
Language (Grammar, Vocabulary, English Language Learning, etc.)
Middle School
Opportunities for Teachers (Grants, Institutes, National Writing Project, etc.)
Reading and Literature (Reading Strategies, Literature from All Periods, etc.)
School Programs (Libraries, IB, AP, Special Education, Gifted Education, New Programs, etc.)
Technology (Online Tools, Media, New Literacies, Games, etc.)
Writing (Narrative, Research, Argument, Informational Writing, Poetry, Creative Writing, etc.)
Youth (Young Adult Literature, Adolescence, Issues and Concerns, etc.)

6.   Description for Proposal Reviewers (250 words maximum)
Describe the presentation in 250 words or less. What will you present? Why is it important? What
are your plans for audience engagement? What materials will you use? How does this presentation
fit the AETA audience and this year’s conference theme? If you are requesting a panel format, justify
that here.

7.   Program Abstract (30 words maximum)
Write an abstract of 30 words or less to appear in the conference program.
Email your proposal to Wendy.R.Williams@asu.edu by 11:59 p.m. on May 1, 2017.
Decisions will be emailed to the listed contact person by mid-July.
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AETA TEACHER OF EXCELLENCE
NOMINATION FORM
The Arizona English Teachers Association seeks to honor Arizona teachers who consistently demonstrate
the highest ideals of our profession. A nominee should consistently demonstrate a deep knowledge of
students’ needs, implement effective curriculum, and function as a leader/collaborator at his or her school
site.
Please indicate to which level your nominee belongs:
High School

Middle School

Nominee’s (Teacher’s) Name ________________________________________________________
School __________________________________________________________________________
Area or Specialization (Reading, AP English) ___________________________________________
School Address ___________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________, AZ

Zip ___________________________

School District ____________________________________________
Charter _____________

Private ____________________

Nominated by ________________________________________________________
School ______________________________________________________________
School Address _______________________________________________________
City _____________________________, AZ

Zip ___________________________

School District ____________________________________________
Charter _____________

Private _____________________

Contact email _______________________________

Contact phone _________________________

Please include a nomination statement of 100 words or less that demonstrates why this teacher is deserving
of the AETA Teacher of Excellence Award. Address the effectiveness of instructor as it relates to her/his
particular group of students, as well as this teacher’s ability to work effectively with colleagues and take on
leadership roles. Send this completed form and nomination statement to:
Siiri Granfelt Julian, Notre Dame Preparatory High
9701 E. Bell Road Scottsdale, AZ 85260
sjulian@notredamepreparatory.org
Fax 480-634-8299
NOMINATIONS DUE BY MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 2017

6

Arizona English Bulletin Call for Manuscripts
The Arizona English Bulletin invites English and Language Arts teachers at all
levels—elementary, secondary, and college—to submit manuscripts to the AEB for
consideration. We accept manuscripts on an ongoing basis, and we seek
manuscripts on any aspect of English and Language Arts teaching. We prefer
manuscripts that focus on classrooms, classroom practices, students, and teachers,
although we are also interested in relevant theory and research as a context for
action in the teaching of English and Language Arts. We will also publish reviews
of books, programs, and resources.
Guidelines for submitting manuscripts
Please submit your manuscript electronically by email attachment only (Please do
not mail a hard copy). We require writers to submit a copy of their manuscript as a
Microsoft Word attachment. Manuscripts submitted in the body of the email will
not be accepted. The Arizona English Bulletin uses the MLA style sheet.
Manuscripts that do not meet MLA formatting and citation requirements will be
returned.
Be sure to include the author’s name, address, school affiliation, and an email
address on the first page. We would also appreciate a short biography of 2-3
sentences. We cannot publish any material that has been previously published in
print or electronic form. Please do not submit material to other publishers while
your manuscript is under consideration for the Arizona English Bulletin.
Manuscripts will be read and reviewed, and replies sent, in approximately 12
weeks (3-4 months in summer).
Submit Manuscripts to:
Sandra Raymond, Editor
sandra.raymond@nau.edu

Manuscripts must be submitted as an attachment in MS Word format.
The Arizona English Bulletin is a peer-reviewed journal published by the Arizona English
Teachers Association, a nonprofit state affiliate of the National Council of Teachers of
English. The Arizona English Bulletin exists to increase awareness of new ideas, programs,
issues, and trends in English and Language Arts; and to improve instruction at all levels.
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Get Involved!
AETA EXECUTIVE BOARD OPENINGS
The  AETA  Executive  Board  has  a  couple  of  openings  and  we  could  use  your  help.  If  you  are  an  AETA  member  
in  good  standing  who  has  served  on  the  Executive  Committee  and  would  like  to  be  on  the  ballot  for  an  
Executive  role  (Pres-elect,  Treasurer-elect,  NCTE  Liaison)  please  submit  a  letter  of  intent  describing  why  you  
would  be  a  good  candidate  for  the  Executive  position.    

  

President-elect:  This  position  is  a  two-year  position  and  is  open  now.  The  term  as  President  starts  in  June  of  
2018  and  runs  for  two  years.  Duties  include  shadowing  the  President  to  prepare  for  planning  the  state-wide  
conference  and  overseeing  all  operations.  

  

Treasurer-elect:  Our  current  treasurer  is  interested  in  seeking  other  roles,  but  we  must  first  have  a  good  
candidate  in  position.  The  treasurer  is  responsible  for  handling  the  bank  account,  writing  checks  for  expenses  
and  submitting  financial  reports.  The  term  should  be  at  least  five  years.  Contact  Renee  Rude  for  more  
information  at:  
imrvrude@gmail.com  

  

NCTE  Liaison:  This  two-year  position  involves  contacting  NCTE  before  the  statewide  fall  conference  to  order  
materials  for  the  conference,  and  attending  the  summer  affiliates  meeting  on  years  where  NCTE  provides  
financial  assistance.  Contact  Wendy  Williams  for  more  information  at:  
wendy.r.williams@asu.edu  

  

We  have  a  terrific  team  of  highly  talented  English  Education  professionals.  We'd  love  to  have  you  on  board!  
Contact  Kelly  O'Rourke  at  korourke1195@gmail.com  for  any  level  of  interest.  We  are  always  in  search  of  
dynamic  educators  ready  to  share  innovative  ideas!  

OTHER Professional OPPORTUNITIES
The 2017 Annual Convention will take
place November 16-19 in St. Louis,
Missouri.
"Teaching Our Students Today, Tomorrow,
Forever: Recapturing Our Voices, Our
Agency, Our Mission"
For more information visit www.ncte.org/annual
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Teachers as writers contest
AETA would like to extend an invitation to share your writing. We write to model a
writer’s life for our students, we write to express ourselves because we find complexity and
beauty both inside and outside of the classroom, and we write because it is one of the most
cherished intellectual endeavors. Share your writing with AETA by joining the annual
Teachers as Writers Contest.
ELIGIBILITY
This contest is open to English language arts teachers at all levels, as well as to
administrators, specialists and graduate students within the field. Current membership in
AETA is a requirement for entry.
ENTRIES
Entrants are limited to one entry in each of the three categories. Entries should comply with
the maximum length requirements:
Poetry (120 lines)
Short story (3000 words)
DEADLINE
Nonfiction prose (3000 words)
AUGUST 1
AWARDS
Winning entries will be honored during the Fall Conference. Additionally, the winners
2017 conference fees will be waived and they will be published in an upcoming issue of the
Arizona English Bulletin.
SUBMISSIONS
To enter the AETA Teachers as Writers Contest:
1.   Include a cover page with your name, the title of the entry, the genre (poetry, short
story, or nonfiction prose), your work/cell/home number, and your email address.
2.   Double space all entries (except poetry).
3.   Include “TAW Contest” in the subject line of the email.
Email submissions to Joann Martin at joann.martin@yahoo.com

Connections: The newsletter of AETA
Co-editors: Maria Zafonte
maria.zafonte@gcu.edu
Esther Bateson
bateson.esther@cusd80.com
Contact us with announcements, information, or stories for our Summer edition

