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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – Lyne Mielke
Message from your new president
As you are aware, at the January 20th Executive meeting, Rhonda Drake resigned
from her position of DTQG’s President, citing personal reasons. Simultaneously,
she resigned as being our guild’s Past President for next year. This resulted in the
Vice President moving into the role of President for the remainder of this year. It
also means that we are one Officer short for this year and next. We will discuss
this challenge at the next Executive Meeting and report back to our members. We
wish Rhonda all the best as she continues to be a valued member of DTQG.
I am happy to step into this new role; it is only five months earlier than
scheduled. I trust that I will be able to do a good job, especially with the support
of the whole Executive and membership.
Also at the January 20th Executive meeting, Dorothy Green stepped down as Program Convener for the
DTQG. Dorothy has done a superb job of finding interesting and skilled speakers on various topics for our
monthly general meetings. She was very efficient in this role and she will be greatly missed by all. Our
meetings are planned to the end of this guild year (a huge thank you to Dorothy!). The new Program
Convener will have an exciting time planning the next two years of our Guild’s program. In the interim,
Diane Dorion will cover the monthly duties of this position to the end of this guild year and the Nomination
Committee will look to fill this post shortly.
I think this is it for housekeeping items…
I was so excited with the results of our January work meeting. The teams worked well and we learned a few
things to make it an even better event next time! The work we did that night resulted in three quilt tops, plus
our sample – so, four “Leaves in the window” tops for Quilts of Valour! Plus over 100 cards to sell at the
show’s Boutique in the Fall. Yeah for us! I was very happy to hear that people enjoyed working and talking
with members they don’t usually have time to mingle with at general meetings or retreats. It was a fun night.
Can’t wait until the next one!
I know you will enjoy reading this newsletter as it is jam packed with tons of information from all of our
conveners. They work hard and it shows! And we appreciate all of them.
I have a quilt to finish so I better get going – happy sewing and quilting everyone! See you in February.
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Quilts of Valour – Lyne Mielke
QOV’s Hug Blocks program was a huge success with our Guild. It was
exciting to see how much our members supported this great organization at our
November meeting by purchasing the kits. We have assembled 35 of the
handed-in blocks from that program into a top. Thanks to Kate Hull, Julia
Smith, Holly Pigott, and Anne Archer for working on the sashing of this quilt
top at the January meeting. We still have 25 blocks to make at least one more top. If you have more blocks
to hand-in, February’s general meeting is the last time we will accept them to be included in the quilts the
Guild will donate to QOV. Please hand them in to Kate or myself at February`s meeting.
I know of a few members who have assembled their own quilts for QOV. I have received the labels and can
pass them on to you to attach to your quilts. If you have a finished quilt you would like to donate to QOV,
we plan to deliver the Guild’s in April or May. Let me know if you want to add to our delivery.
The Executive Committee decided that DTQG will be supporting QOV in another way this year. We are
going to be one of the guilds who are assembling the block kits for the Hug Blocks program that will be
available for sale at Quilt Canada in June. Once we have the supplies (which will be coming from QOV), we
will announce a date for members to come and help out in the assembly line! Our Executive voted to pledge
that DTQG would assemble 500 block kits for QOV. Easy, breezy – right? Of course! Stay tuned for more
details.

What will the weather bring for us on our February and March meeting dates?
Hopefully nice clear skies and roads!
Should the weather not cooperate with our plans, we have a procedure in place
for all members to receive an email notification of the cancelled meeting by
early afternoon of the meeting date. We will also alert the local radio stations
and newspapers, and our members that do not have email will receive a call.
As always, use your own judgment when deciding if you should venture out on
the roads to join in the fun of our monthly meetings.

Have you been to www.canadianquilter.com lately? All things Quilt Canada can be found on this site as
well as an extensive list of quilt shows across the country (handy if you are planning on travelling in the near
future) as well as galleries of different competitions.
Also, should you venture into the “Contact” tab on this website, and then further into the “Special Volunteers
and Regional Representatives”, you will see that our very own Kate Hull is now the Ontario South CQA
Representative! Way to go Kate - so excited to have a local gal step-up to the plate in this way and she’s one
of our own DTQG’s! I’m sure the CQA will find Kate a great asset to their organization. I know we do!
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MEETING DATES – First Tuesday of the month
TIME – doors open at 7:00, meetings begin 7:30, ends approximately 9:30
LOCATION – Durham District School Board, Staff Cafeteria, second floor, 400 Taunton Rd. E.
REMEMBER TO BRING - Your Name Tag, Library Books, Show and Share Items,
Loonies for the Chance Draw, and a Mug.

NEW MEMBER`S ORIENTATION – Sharon MacDonald
There will be an orientation walk-about at the February meeting. If you are a new member meet me at 7:10
pm at the door of the cafeteria and I will introduce you to the many convenors that represent many of our
programs within the guild. Looking forward to meeting you all.
Sharon MacDonald 2nd Vice President

PAST PRESIDENT SUBMISSION FOR FEBRUARY 2016
Help Wanted:
Your guild, DTQG, requires a “Member at Large” to serve on the Nomination Committee with the Past
President and Vice President. Your mission: Actively seek candidates and recruit for open positions on the
guild executive for the 2016/2017 guild year. “Member at Large” must be willing to meet a few times over
the next couple of months to fill all vacancies. You should be motivated, persuasive, enthusiastic and
interested in the future of your guild. No compensation paid or resume required. Candidate must be a current
member of the guild. Please contact Kate Hull, Past President to put your name forward. Deadline for
applications is February 4, 2016. Your guild needs you!

SOCIAL/REFRESHMENTS – Retta Hartley and Jacqueline Hill
Thank you to the following list of members who have offered to bring goodies to the February meeting Jane Dewey, Janice Wong, Maureen Eberhardt, Jana Barclay, Renate Kelly, Meredith MacKellar, Barb
Kane, Lucie Richardson.
We will have decaf coffee and various teas for your enjoyment. Remember that orange products are not
allowed.

DURHAM TRILLIUM QUILT SHOW 2016 – Kate Hull, Chair
Silver Extravaganza Quilt Show Update – February 2016
Hello! Hope you are all busy getting your projects prepared for the show. It is
only 9 months away, not that I’m panicking, nor should you. Keep up the
steady work, and we’ll all get there together.
The Quilt show committee is meeting every month, and we’re making fabulous
progress. The raffle quilt for Habitat for Humanity is in the works as we speak,
and we expect to have it completed by the end of February. Once we have the quilt completed, and Habitat
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for Humanity prints the tickets with their lottery license, Sharon MacDonald will have raffle tickets available
for you to sell. We will provide you with a photo of the quilt to help you sell them. We kindly ask that each
member take a book of tickets to sell. Every raffle ticket sold will help Habitat for Humanity Durham
Chapter to fund their builds in Durham.
Betty is working hard with the vendors to secure all the spots, and I’m really pleased that we have 10
confirmed vendors ready for the show.
We still have a vacancy on the committee to fill. We are still in need of a display co-ordinator. It could be
a team of people; it doesn’t have to be just one person. Please consider this opportunity to get involved with
the show. We really do need someone to help out, could that be you and a friend?
Kleo is working on our publicity and we will have bookmarks soon. If you would be kind enough to share
them with any of the other guilds and shops in the area (or farther afield) we would really appreciate it. Just
let her know where you’re sharing them, so we don’t double up.
The boutique sisters are rolling along well; kits have been handed out at every meeting, and we kindly ask
that you complete and return the items as soon as you can. They have also been available at sew days if you
want to come out and sew something for the boutique. They might have another project ready to go home
with you. If you have items that you have made for the boutique without a kit, they will be glad to accept
them as well. Every item helps!
Our Silent Auction co-ordinator, Lyne, would like you to bring in 2 ½” strips for the silent auction. They
were a big hit at the last show. She will take any colour, any quilting fabric you care to donate. Also, if you
are dining out and about in the area, perhaps ask your server if the restaurant would be interested in donating
a voucher from their establishment for our silent auction. Not all the silent auction items have to be quilting
related. Consider all the men who are the dutiful drivers and package carriers. Let’s procure some interesting
things for them too! We had a great selection at the last show and we did really well.
Show Challenge: Julia still has 1 kit left of the challenge fabric! See her at the February meeting if you are
interested in the last of their kind. I’m looking forward to seeing what we can all make with our kits. The
challenge is always so interesting, same fabrics, totally different takes on how to use it.
Children’s Challenge is being coordinated by Susan Smyth this year. We have 2 categories, children 8-12
and youth 13-18. It is our hope that you have some young members of your family who might be interested
in entering. The work should be reflective of the age of the child, of course with some guidance. I hope we
get lots of entries.
Our quilt show committee will be meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Next meeting on February 10
at Taunton Mills.

SHOW AND SHARE – Kleo Tobias
Hello Ladies,
I know we missed Show and Share in January but I hope over the holidays and in January you found some
time to quilt!
The format is still the same. Please have the total inches of the perimetre(s) of the quilts you will be
showing and let me know how many quilt items you have.
Your name will be going into the draw for this month's prize.
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Looking forward to seeing your beautiful handiwork!!

MEMBERSHIP – Margaret Simpson and Carol Crossman
We are pleased to welcome new member Krista Reise. Our total membership now stands at 116.

WORKSHOPS – Holly Pigott & Kate Hull
WORKSHOPS
Hunter Star Workshop - February 20, 2015
Leianne McCallum will teach another of Deb Tuckers’ techniques using the
Hunter Star Ruler. The project will be one of the quilt patterns from the
instruction sheet included with the ruler or you may want to try one of the quilts
in the "Hunter Star Hidden Treasures" book which is in our guild library. The
workshop will be on Saturday February 20, 2016 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
for a fee if $35.00 at the John Street Branch of the Oshawa Senior Centres. This
workshop is full.
At right is a sample of a Hunter Star Ruler.

Stain Glass - April 16, 2016
Joni Newman will be the speaker at our April meeting. Joni has created a new, easy
method of Stain Glass Quilting using raw edge fusible appliqué on a black
background. The edges are sewn down and the pieces quilted in one step using free
motion quilting. The workshop will be from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the John Street
Branch of the Oshawa Senior Citizen Centres for a fee of $40.00. There is still room so
please sign up at the February meeting. Joni's web site www.quirksandquilts.com

Sew Day – February 27, 2016
Our Sew Days will be held at the John Street Branch of the Oshawa Senior Citizen Centres from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. for a fee of $5.00.
We will provide tea, coffee, water and morning snack. We will also bring irons, ironing boards, large cutting
mat and electrical wheels. Lunch is available in the cafeteria or bring your own. The boutique sisters will
demo some items and have kits available. If you work on something for the show or charity your $5.00 will
be refunded.
Come and join us and sew something for the Guild or your own sewing.
Future Sew Day - March 19, 2016

SPRING RETREAT–Thursday April 7 to Sunday April 10, 2016 – Holly & Kate
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Our Spring retreat will be at Elim Lodge for a fee of $300.00 for a double (3 nights and 10 meals) or $330.00
for a single. Friday lunch to Sunday will be $225.00 for double and $245.00 for a single room.
We will have a visit from Annie's Quilt Shop on Saturday morning demoing some new rulers and bringing
some retail therapy. Charlene Stephenson, our resident retreat massage therapist, will be available on Friday
and Saturday to relieve your aches and pains. Please sign up for your massage at the February meeting. She
will only come if there are enough people interested!
We have also invited Rick McBride of McBride Sewing Machine Repair to clean your machines for a fee of
$50, cash, while you take a 20 minute break. Please indicate if you are interested in a machine cleaning at the
February meeting. He will only come if we have 5 machines signed-up and can accommodate up to 10.
Your next retreat installment of $100.00 is due at the February meeting. We have 2 spaces available so
please join us. It’s a lot of fun.
FALL RETREAT – THURSDAY NOVEMBER 10 TO SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13, 2016

A new retreat experience……Home Sew Sweet Home Retreat – Holly & Kate
Do you like to go to retreat but like to sleep in your own bed? Maybe you have one of those
fancy Craftmatic adjustable beds? Would you like to attend retreat, but for personal
reasons, don’t want to be so far from home? Perhaps you have to work and can’t get time
off during the week? Well, have we got an event for you!! We are pleased to offer a retreat
experience for those members who like to sew with a group, but like to sleep at home in
their own beds.
So what’s the scoop?? We are pleased to announce the first ever Home Sew Sweet Home Retreat on April
29-May 1, 2016. We will be sewing at Taunton Mills Retirement Residence in the 3rd Floor Ballroom/Dining
Room for 3 days starting on April 29. Can’t come on Friday because of work?? No problem, you can join in
the fun for Saturday & Sunday only. We will get started at 9:30 a.m. each morning and sew until 9:00 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, and 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. No need to take your machine & projects home until the end of
the retreat. Each night the room will be locked by security. Your lunch and dinner will be served by the
culinary styling’s of Taunton Mills catering staff for all three days. Breakfast not included. We will provide
coffee, tea and water throughout the day. If you want to bring something for the snack table please feel free
to do so. We will have prizes, some games and the same kind of fun we have at our Elim Retreat, except
we’ll be closer to home, and sleep at home each night!
The retreat has a maximum capacity of 15-20 people. The building is accessible by elevator. Members who
did not attend the spring retreat will have the first opportunity to sign up. Members who attended the Spring
Retreat will go on a waiting list. You must be a DTQG member to sign up. Please advise us of any dietary
restrictions or food allergies when you sign up.
Cost for this super fun weekend: $120.00 including taxes (Friday-Sunday), Saturday & Sunday only $90.00.
Includes 2 meals on Friday, Saturday and lunch only on Sunday.
Sign up in at the February meeting; Payments of $60 due at the March and April General Meetings.
Holly & Kate, the Retreat Divas

FABRIC SWITCH 2015 – 2016 – Lynn Mayotte
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The colour for February is Pink. Please bring 21 - 5 inch squares. We’re looking for “pastels”, soft Pinks.
For those planning ahead, March is Blue.

BLOCK OF THE MONTH - MYSTERY QUILT – Susan Smyth
Barbara Suddard has kindly agreed to look after the Guild’s Mystery Quilt (aka Block of the Month)
participants at the February meeting.
If you are participating and would like to enter your name in the draw for a gift certificate to a local quilt
shop, please stop by the Mystery Quilt table at the February meeting. Check in with Barbara and complete a
ballot. Congratulations to Anne Archer who won a $10 gift certificate to Ultimate Sewing in January.
If you are unable to attend the meeting, please email Barbara Suddard by Monday, February 1 if you’d like
to enter the participation draw.
Barbara will email the instructions within 24 hours of our February meeting. Please get in touch with me
after February 12 if you have any questions.
Susan Smyth

COMMUNITY OUTREACH - CUDDLE QUILT PROGRAM – Diane, Charlene,
Linda and Lisa
I want to thank all of our members for making the Cuddle Quilt program such a success thus far.
Last month, due to everyone working on the Quilts of Valour, we did not have a draw for those who returned
either a quilt top or a completed quilt. Please come to visit us at our table at the February meeting and place
your name in the basket for our draw. We will be making two draws in February so please bring in all your
hard work.
We are looking to make two hundred quilts by the end of the year for those people that need something to
brighten their lives. I know everyone will put their best foot forward to help us meet our goal.

PROGRAM – Diane Dorion
As you have found out above, Dorothy Green has resigned as program convenor and I (Diane Dorion) will
cover this position until the end of the year. Dorothy did a great job and the program is full until the end of
year. My role will be a background one, contacting the presenters, preparing payment and introducing the
presenter at the guild meetings.
I am so excited to let you know that at February`s meeting, Kathy Wylie will be doing a presentation on
appliqué quilts. Her lecture will give you some insight into the various types of appliqué, and she will have
stunning photographs as well real-life examples.
Hope to see you at the February meeting.
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LIBRARY - Colleen Zavrel and Anna Anderson
The library will be available at February's meeting after our fun night in January. I have a list of titles we
will be purchasing in the next few months.
See you then.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH – DONATION QUILT PROGRAM - Dorothy Mattingley
We have 2 smaller lap quilts still available for a member to request for their non-profit organization. Please
request a form from me
The Curious George all flannel quilt is 52" x 68"

A Fall Quilt in brown, rusts and
gold is 46" x 48"

Thanks to the many hands who helped to create the tops, quilt, bind
and label them. If you have a top that you no longer want or need and
wish to donate it to this program, please leave it with Kate Hull while I am away for the winter. I will quilt it
and get it ready for next year's requests.

SCRAP BASKET – Judy Bowring
Please see Diane Dorion who will have the Scrap Basket at the February guild meeting. Our scrap basket is a
very popular stop each month for members. Please remember that fabrics need to be at least the size of your
hand and 100% good quality cotton. If you have smaller pieces to donate, (for example, squares or
rectangles) please put them into a small zip lock bag first, then into the scrap bag. Thank you.

“KUDO” TRADITION
At our monthly meetings, members are invited to share their celebratory or life events with the membership.
These events may include the birth of a child or grandchild, a new job, recovery from an illness, or any other
great acclaim or honour.
As a “payment” for this, you are asked to choose to bring in a 6 ½” square or half a 2 ½” fabric strip (i.e.
2 ½ “ x 21”).
Please see Lyne, our President, if you have Kudos for February. She will include you in the agenda.

WEBSITE – Kate Hull
Our website has been updated and information regarding our upcoming show will be posted as soon as we
have new information.
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SUNSHINE – Sharon MacDonald
If you know of a Guild member who needs a little ‘sunshine’ by way of best wishes or words of
encouragement, please let a member of the executive know. A card will be sent on behalf of the Guild
membership.

CHANCE DRAW – Pat Moore & Shirley Jarvis
For your chance to win half of the monthly proceeds, see Pat Moore & Shirley Jarvis at the draw table.

GREETERS – Sharon MacDonald
If anyone would like to volunteer to be a greeter at a meeting I would appreciate the assistance. There is a
sign up list at the registration desk. Please feel free to sign up. A greeter welcomes members, visitors, and
new members to the guild meeting. When necessary, showing new members around the room, i.e. the
library, workshop table, outreach table, etc.
Sharon MacDonald 2nd Vice President

EXECUTIVE MEETING DATES
Our Executive meets at 7:00 at Taunton Mills Retirement Residence, in the second floor hobby room on the
third Wednesday of each month. All members are welcome to attend.

UPCOMING EVENTS
To find out about more upcoming quilt shows, visit www.canadianquilter.com and look under the Events
(calendar) for listings by month and province.
Friday, May 27 & 28, 2016 - Dunnville's Own Tiny Stitchers - Dunnville Memorial Arena
275 Ramsey Drive, Dunnville, ON - Admission $7

Newsletter – Maria Steventon
Please note that you do not have to print the newsletter in colour if you don’t want to. You can set your
printer to black and white, and if you aren’t interested in all pages, you can also set your printer to only print
certain pages.

ADVERTISING
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