
Jim Hilleary
Department of Agricultural Development
Fauquier County Government
jim.hilleary@fauquiercounty.gov

Agr i cul t ur al
D

lop
m

en
t

S o i l  & Wate r  Co n se r vati on  
ev



The Roundtable . . . is a regional government-citizen forum 

whose purpose is to promote collaboration and cooperation 

on environmental concerns, especially water quality issues, 

among the various local governments and stakeholder 

interest groups residing within the Virginia side of the 

middle and lower Potomac River watershed.

Know Your Audience: Potomac Watershed Roundtable (PWR) 



Soil & Water Conservation involves critical efforts to protect and 

sustain the health of our natural resources, specifically soil and water.

Agricultural Development encompasses a range of activities and 

initiatives aimed at enhancing agricultural productivity, sustainability, 

and economic well-being.

Definitions



• Promotes Fauquier’s agricultural industry, increases the economic viability of 

farming, and advises the Fauquier County Board of Supervisors. 

• Provides promotion and marketing assistance to agricultural producers, connects 

farmers with markets, helps establish farmer's markets, and explores opportunities 

for sales beyond the county. 

• With other government offices and private organizations, the department supports 

farmland preservation, natural resources conservation, and lifelong agricultural 

learning.

Fauquier County Department of Agricultural Development (AgDev)



Econ Development       Ag Development

• Loudoun   Yes  Ag. & Bus. Serv.

• Fauquier   Yes          Yes

• Fairfax    Yes

• Prince William   Yes

• Arlington   Yes  Urban Ag Office

• Stafford    Yes

• King George   Yes

• Westmoreland   Yes

• Northumberland  

AgDev Departments Among PWR County Members



• Slides that are safe, factual, and boring.

• Slides that address interesting and relevant things

     that surfaced while preparing for this presentation.

The Choice



What about agriculture, agricultural development, and

soil & water conservation will interest the PWR members?

Let’s see . . . 



The 2022 USDA NASS Census



The 2022 USDA NASS Census County Profiles



What happens when I compare 

the 2022 USDA County profiles

for the County Members of PWR?



WHAMO! There’s a Hit!

Fauquier County Westmoreland County











SO WHAT?

What does that have to do with the 

intersection of agricultural development

and soil & water conservation?



Consider the Rappahannock River

Fauquier County

Westmoreland County



Consider the Rappahannock River

Fauquier County

Westmoreland County



Collaboration to Address:

• Best Farming Practices for Soil Conservation.

• Water Conservation Challenges.

• Balancing Water Needs.

• Erosion Control Measures.

• Nutrient Management.

• Educating Stakeholders.

• Policy Development.

What’s At The Intersection Of Agricultural Development

And Soil & Water Conservation?



Remember this Slide?

Melissa Allen
& Raquel Kines.



Jim Hilleary

Department of Agricultural Development

Fauquier County Government

jim.hilleary@fauquiercounty.gov

Questions?
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