Submitted Comments
Item B-1: Resolution honoring Mr. David Church on his retirement
and 19+ years of outstanding service to San Luis Obispo LAFCO,
County Residents and the State of California

California Association of
Local Agency Formation Commissions

July 16, 2020
Mr. Tom Murray, Chair
San Luis Obispo LAFCo
1042 Pacific Street, Suite A
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401
Dear San Luis Obispo LAFCo Commission:
It seems only fitting that today we should all be honoring the many years of dedicated public service and countless
contributions of David Church. I am sorry that we are not able to be there together in person, but the CALAFCO
membership are all certainly there in spirit.
David spent many years in service to his community and along the way has amassed a vast treasure chest of
knowledge and expertise that will be hugely missed. He leads San Luis Obispo LAFCo with great passion and a level of
integrity that speaks volumes.
David’s professionalism and dedication touched many well beyond his local community – in fact he has had a positive
impact on the LAFCo community statewide. CALAFCO remains grateful for his four years of service as our Deputy
Executive Officer representing the coastal region from 2014 through 2017.
In 2019, David was the recipient of the Outstanding LAFCo Professional Award from CALAFCO, and in 2014 he
received the Mike Gotch Courage & Innovation in Local Government Leadership Award. Additionally, David served on
countless event planning committees for CALAFCO over the years including chairing the CALAFCO University program
for two years. He has participated as panelist, moderator, and speaker at many a CALAFCO U, Staff Workshop and
Annual Conference, and has become our “go-to guy” for our traditional and famous LAFCo 101 pre-Conference
session. He volunteered for six years on the CALAFCO Legislative Committee, thoughtfully contributing to improve
legislation to strengthen LAFCos’ ability to fulfill its statutory mission.
David is always willing to share his knowledge, expertise, and sense of humor with his colleagues throughout the state.
His sage advice and examples of “how to get it done” or “here’s what not to do” shared through the Executive Officer
list serve are invaluable and will be greatly missed.
These are but a sample of the countless contributions David has made during his years of dedicated service to LAFCo
and CALAFCO. While I’ve had the privilege of knowing David only about eight years – in that short time he has made a
significant and lasting impression on me. Over the past eight years, whenever I have emailed or called him with a
request for information or assistance, he has never said “no”. In fact, I have always been greeted with, “I’m here to
help, what can I do for you?”. I suspect that everyone else who has made those same requests were greeted in the
same positive and upbeat manner. David is just a joy to be around.
I know David is a bit uncomfortable today being in the spotlight – because it just doesn’t fit his nature as I know it. He
prefers to just get things done without any desire for acknowledgement. His satisfaction comes from knowing things
got done – from knowing he made a difference – and from leading his team to individual and collective successes.
Allow me to share with you, and with David, that he has made a significant and lasting difference. CALAFCO is better
from having David a part of our family, and I am a better person because of knowing David. We will keep him close as
he begins his new journey of retirement and enjoying life in a new way. We wish he and his family all the best.
In deep respect and with great appreciation on behalf of CALAFCO,

Pamela Miller
Executive Director
1020 12th Street, Suite 222, Sacramento, CA 95814
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