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Skillets’ Change for Children
When Noreen and Ross
Cypress Trace shopping
Edlund, owners of the
plaza in Ft. Myers. The time
Skillets restaurants,
had come for our CAC to
approached us in the
summer of 2018 about its
Change for Children
program, needless to say we
were quite intrigued. We
were happy to meet Noreen,
Joe DiGangi, President &
COO, and Stacie Thrasher,
Director, who came for a tour
and explained the program to
us in detail.
Originally launched in 2011,
the Edlunds created Change
For Children to support the
other CAC in our area, the
Children's Advocacy Center
of Collier County. At that
time, three of their four
restaurants were located in
Collier, with a fourth in
Bonita.
The Edlunds placed a
change box and display at
the register of each of their
four restaurants, with a
pledge to match each dollar
donated by their customers.
Luckily for us, last year the
Edlunds opened two new
locations in Lee County, one
at the new University Village
in Estero and another in the

provides a convenient way
for them to give back.”

To report suspected
child abuse, call
1-800-96-ABUSE

CAC CEO Julie Boudreaux with board member Charles Idelson visited
Skillets to personally thank President & COO Joe DiGangi and staff.

reap the benefits of this
amazing program from
these two new restaurants
plus the Skillets on Bonita
Beach Rd. that has been in
operation for several years.
“By focusing on one
meaningful cause, fighting
child abuse, we hope to
make a real difference,”
says Noreen. “Over the
years we’ve seen firsthand
that people truly want to
help. Change For Children

Our Mission
To provide a coordinated
response to child victims
of abuse and neglect; and
to improve the lives of
at-risk children and their
families through
prevention services.

Since September 2018,
Skillets and its customers
have donated over $4300 to
CAC of SWFL. “To have this
long-term commitment from
Skillets is very meaningful to
the agency,” remarked Julie
Boudreaux, CAC CEO. “By
making it easy for their
customers to donate, then
matching the amount, the
Edlunds are truly creating a
positive change for the
children in our community.”
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Follow us on Facebook!
@cacswfl

School is Just Around the Corner!
Our annual Back to School event for
the children we serve is August 2.
Our goal this year is to provide filled
backpacks to over 100 children.
You can help by either donating
money so we may buy the items, or
you may buy items yourself for drop
off at our office (3830 Evans Ave.)
Deadline for drop off: July 30, in time
for our event on August 2.
Questions? Email Lisa at
lrizzio@cac-swfl.org. Thank you!

WE NEED...
Backpacks (all ages) ● Folders
Notebooks (3-ring) ● Glue
Notebook Filler Paper ● Pencils
Subject Notebooks ● Crayons
Small Scissors ● Colored
Pencils ● Pencil Boxes

Pine Manor Summer Camp...
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In Fond Memory

Beesley’s Paw Prints Pet Therapy News

We are very sad to report the passing
of one of our wonderful Beesley's Paw
Prints Pet Therapy volunteers, Barbara
Day. Barbara, Rufus’ “mom,” passed on
Sunday, May 5. Barbara and Rufus
were a ray of sunshine whenever they
came to volunteer and left an indelible
paw print in our program. They will be
missed and we send our sincere
condolences to Barbara’s family and
friends and a therapy dog hug to Rufus.

Sadly, two of our amazing therapy dogs
have also passed away. Cole, a
beautiful black German Shephard,
passed away in May. He and his mom,
Lori Shores, spent five years

Anulewicz. Even though Benny and
Gail were volunteers through
Beesley’s Paw Prints Therapy
Program for only about a year, little
Benny wiggled his way into the
hearts of therapists, staff and clients
at CAC. A client wrote about her
son, “…. Those animals totally
helped save my son from
himself. Gail should be very proud of
what she and Benny have done for

volunteering with Beesley’s Paw Prints
Therapy Program here at CAC. Not
only did Cole help countless children in
individual therapy sessions, he was a
favorite of the judges, assistants,
attorneys and the public at the 20th
Judicial Circuit Courthouse in Fort
Myers, as well as with everyone here at
CAC. Cole’s happy smile and ability to
connect with everyone will be greatly
missed. Our condolences go to his
owners, Lori and Frank Shores.
In May we also lost Benny, a beautiful
black and white Sheltie, owned by Gail

him. She and Benny are both earth
angels!” We here at CAC
completely agree. Our condolences
go to his owners, Gail and Robert
Anulewicz.

...Summer Camp
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3830 Evans Avenue
Fort Myers, FL 33901
Phone: 239-939-2808
www.cac-swfl.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Wish List, Thank Yous & More...
Want to help out CAC? Here is what we are currently in need of:
 Journals and novels (aka “young adult fiction”) for teen and ‘tween girls

T

hank you to Bailee Gull and all the members of Cape Coral High
School's Cape Cares club for its fundraising
efforts on CAC's behalf. Your donation of $455
helped us immensely with our Pine Manor summer
project supplies! Thank you to the Old FL Dream Team
at Keller Williams for its $500 donation and to Parrot Key
Caribbean Grill for its $1837, proceeds from its Blue
Macaw drink during the month of April.
Thank you to Lily Rafacz, a senior next year at Bishop
Verot. For her capstone project in the Scholars
Academy, Lily raised $1700 with a dress out day at St.
Francis Xavier. With that money she purchased 50
backpacks and filled them with
essential
items and a
few fun
things for
the children
we see.













CAC is funded in part by:
Bobby Nichols-Fiddlesticks
Charity Foundation
Charlotte County
Children’s Network of SWFL
City of Ft. Myers
Florida Department of Health
Florida Network of Children’s
Advocacy Centers
Golisano Children’s Hospital
Hendry County
Lee County
Office of the Attorney General
United Way of Lee, Hendry,
Glades & Okeechobee Counties

