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THE ROADRUNNER

February 1942

Geococcyx Californianus again

The Roadrunner runs in the road,

Eis coat is speckled, a la mode,

His wings are short, his tail is long,

He jerks it as he rums along.

His bill is sharp, his eyes are keen,

He hes a brain tucked in his bean;

But in his gizzard - if you please -

Are lizerds, rets, and bumble bees;

Also horned toads - on them he feeds - .

Lnd rettlesnekes! and centipedes!
Eve Ganson, in "Desert lizvericks"

Acditional Vinter Birds

Here are some additions to the list of El Peso winter birds published in the Jan-
uary issue:

American Bittern long-eared Owl Canyon Towhee
Canvasback Duck “hite-throeted Swift Brewer's Blackbird
Redhead Duck Red-naned Sapsucker Yellow-hezded Blackbird
Teast Sendpiper Long-crested Jay Testern lieadowlark
Killdeer Red-breasted Nuthatch Sage Sparraw
Ring-necked Pheasant Arizona Pyrrhuloxia - Brewer's Sparrow

Golden Eagle Green-teiled Towhee Baird's Sparrow

The January lieeting

Tast month's meeting of the El Peso Bird Study Club wes held at the El Paso
Certennial Museu: on January 9th. The program of the evening was the showving of
two motion picture reels of wild bird life filmed in Canada by the Awerican Museum
of Natural History. Particularly good was the reel entitled “A Byrd City", showing
vast numbers of wsterfowl of several kinds, &t home at the Johnston 1-ke National
Tildlife Refuge of Canzda,

The newly elected Club of ficers for 1942 were instelled; the Treasurer gave her
report and celled for membership dues; 1t was decided thet officisl membership caris
for the club would be printed et once, and issued to all members in good stending
(those members who have already paid dues Tor 1942 will recelve their cards with
this issue of the bulletin).

The question of THE ROADRUNNER was submitted to vote, and accepted by the club
without opposition £s its officiel organ, to be published prior to the regular meet-
ing each month for nine months of the year. Editorial responsibility was left to
the discretion of the President. . ,

It was decided thet rerular monthly meetings of the club will be held on the
first MNonday of each month excepting June, July, end Auvgust.

The Februery Neeting .

The next meeting of the El Paso Bird Study Club will be held londay, February
2, at 7:45 p.m. in room 504 Mills Bldg. This is the elub room of The El Paso Canmera
Ciub, end should prove quite gatisfactory for our reguler meeting plece. The Camera
Club hes fraciously consented to the free use of the room as a regular meeting place
for the El Paso Bird Study Ciub on the condition thet we arrenge to provide two or
three folding chairs to be left in the room to replace some there thet are in bed -
condition. {Volunteers to this metter are hereby invited).

As 8 program for the meeting, Vice-President Marguerite Tiright will discuss
birds and birding at Picacho Boscue, one of the best birding ereas in our region,

Guests are invited.
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Organized to promote krnowledge of, interest in, =nd protection for the wild
:rd 1ife of the Bl Paso regicn. Neetings are held the first Mondey evening cof
each month except June, July, and August. Yembership dues are $1.00 per yeer, ray-
able in Januery.
Correspending Secretery - Miss Gertrude Fink, 2610 Wycming Street

Call for Dues

If you hzve not yet paid your dues for 1642 Clu: membership, you are elreedy
delinquent. Dues are ~zyeble to the Treszsurer, Mrs. Flsie McElroy Slater, 516
osvect Avenue, or to the Corresponding Secretery.
The Tollowing ere peid up and in good standing:

y
1

ary Belle Keefer Wzude Rogers

Tom Kirksey . Tlsie McElroy Sleter
Jzne Kirksey Ethel Wiges

lens lcZee Marguerite Wwrighit

0fficiel membership cerds are Teing enclosed with this bulletin to peid mem-
vers. Come To the next meeting and pey your dues.

A Greeting from the Garden Club
Jan. 22
ratulations on the ettrsctive little periodicel called ‘The Roadrunner. '
ling though it is, 1t teszrs the earmszrks of mesterly comnstiruction and artistic

Fledg g
design...

"The El Paso Garden Club and your cwn organizetion should work in harmony, &s
virds end gerdens just cannot te seperated. Teach us more ebout our netive birds

T
end how %o sttract them to our gardens.
"Tisning you and your newv rublication every success,
Amy J. Jenness
Editor, Garden Club News Letter"

A Tetter from the Netionzl Audubon Socievy
. Jan. 22
"Twank you for sending to our Society & copy of your Roadrunner. Congratulations
to tre members of the Hl Pasc Bird study Club. I think it is a fine start, and
hcpe you will keep it up.

mould it be possible -for you to rvlzce tne library of our Society on your mziling
list in order to receive the Rocadrunner &s issued.

ngish I could be in El Paso now to see the winter nirds you have listed in the
Roadrunner.
Sincerely yours,
larie V. Bezls
W=tionel Aunduton Society
1006 Fifth Avenue
ew York, N. ¥."

Espionage or Birding? ’ -

As & new =ngle on the war situstion &s well as the best tirding story of the
montk we offer the following contribution from Hot Springs, in the Texes Big Bend:

1'rs. Jokn "hitisker, widely kmown for her tird observations ir the Big Bend
country, was efield on her znnual Crristmas Census for Bird lcre. As she followed
the course of tne Rio Grende on ker lone hike, she wes spotted by &n Army petrol,
who watched her for swme time £s she strclled slong, peering evout with binoculers
end carefully mevire notes in her notebook. The Army petrol "ceptured" her end
pleced her under srrest for indulging in suspicious activity. Mrs. Weitteker had
e lot of explaining to do. '

Decline in Abundsnce of Veterfowl Here

mhe extremely smell numbers of migratory weterfowl wintering in the El Paso
region have asroused loctl corment end concern. Several species of ducks usually
r=ther common here £t this season &re nearly or totally ebsent. All species are
scarce. It has been suggested thet the record-breaking rains of lest fall to the
east, north, and west of here heve left lerge ereas still inundated, and that in
this region of normally scerce weter, large numbers of waterfowl have been ettrect-
ed to those places. No other explenation is epparent to us at this time.
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Dutstandin

a, the BEig Zend of Texas!

That strenge isolated region, unigue in Ameri i
f burnt up desert, over-

Swerving fer scuth to cut a vast plece-of-pie-shs
grazed valleys, and lofiy wooded mountains cut of
D

Leglco, he Rio Grande here mzkes
its spectacular "Rig Send." In this czprice of prysicel gecgraphy, the river hes
scoured its dark, mysterious wzy through three long rut-iike canyons, Sznta Helensg,
Boguillas, &nd ifsriscal. You might lose half 2 dozen eastern Stztes in this waste
of sun end silence. Towering high over the west of Texes, filled with a strangely
assorted plant, bird, &nd animel life this Big Bend is often referred t6 as &
"Biclogical Island." It is s=2id thzt every plent in the Eig Bend "either sticks,

stings or stinks."

The following is cuoted from Herbert Brendt in his bock Texas Bird Adventures:

"Texes is & tvich crnithological emrirs It mzy be divided intc seversl defi-
nite bird regions, each of which hes characteristic inhabitents that are usually
nct focund elsewnhere in the Stsie. Among thos ress none is more interesting from
e Tlorz) and feunzl stendveint th he Big 3 gion of the Rio Grande.

Tnis area lies in fer centre ' . ¢tly south of the socuth-west-
ern corner of New Mexico, znd is nearly five hundér iles northwest of Brownsville
and the Gulf of Mexico. At this point the Ric Grande makes z wide, sweeping tend
the diameter of vhichk is sbcut 120 miles, the river here swinging northwsrd, avoid-
:ng & great mountain grour that rises m&gestically in Mexico znd deflects the weters
cund its northern bese,
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"This region of the Big Bend 1s & v
the Big Bend in & strange me jor meuntazin mes v
'‘Criscs' or 'Ghest Ifountains.' Reering high & e zre numerous smaller pinacles,
tut ell dominated in stztely magnificance by Mount Eucry, 7,830 feel in altitude,
the tallest vweak in the Chisos Ifountains and the highest point of 1znd betwsen
there and the whole Atlantic cozst of Nerth America.

"Tre birds of the Big Bend region mey be divided intc three fezunal zones:
theose thet bresd in the hot Lower Soncrian mescuite, cactus, and crecscte-bush-ccv-
ered mountsins, velleys, and pleins of the lowlands; those thet treed in the Upper
Sonorizn ferests of Juniper, nutvpine, snd live czk of the Chiscs Mounteins; and
those thst live amoung the Trensitional Zone yellow rines, cyrress, =nd Dcuglas
furs of the colder uvnver slicpes of the mountzins.

"The Chisos Mounteins ers in many resmects distinctive from the southern Rocky
Mountainrs. The general type of the letter is & mountein having & central ridge
trending north and south from which meany l teral ridges descend. The Chisos lMoun-
tains mazss, on the other hand, is more inclined tc be rectzneulzr in cutline. The
entire unper ares is gusrded largely by ra ;arts cf huge, vertical cliffs measur-
ing un to 2000 feet sheer; and below these rocky waslls zre steep, sometimes weoded
tzlus slores...

"The highland erea within these ramparts is somewhat rclling end the me
lack = definitely defined backbone, The upper Chisos region is divided intc itwo
distincet arees. The norwestern section, which is known as Green Bzsin, is &
derful, brosd, rurged velley slmost entirely surrounded by huge, vertical cl
while the scuthezstern arez is considerably higher and more extensive is & r
rclling piateau whose outer most edge sheers off inte dizzy cliffs.

"All the slopes are szenercusly covered with the typical trees of the mcuntaineg,
consi sting principally of ceks - live :nd deciducus ~ pizncn, =nd Juniver cf ihree
species. There are few large trees except in rere spcts favored by s6il =nd weter.
The hills are stony, the guiches rocky, with littie soil enywhere.

"Eastward, in the distance, is the tell Sierrz Del Czbellc Muerto, reaching ur
to en elevation of nearly six thousznd feet; tut this entire mountain mass is un-
inhebited, for there is not a single permeanent water hole in the zrez. Tc the
south, deeper in the distance, winds the romantic Rio Grande whickh is marked only
by & green strip in the sea of sendy grey. Bevonrd, end risimg te the limit of
vision, tcWer renge uron rznge cf lzrge, £lluring mcunteins in 014 Llexico.

ast solit de...culml *ing at the elbow of
S ni e nened

"It is in Boct Cenyen, in the top of the Chisos, thet the mcuntain vegelatic:
becomes mest prespercus, for there the tress tower ur to sixty feeg,gnd in rlaces
£i1]1 tke cenyon bottom with their luxuriant growth; while telow, trlcxllng from cne
rocck besin to snother in the gorge bottom is ususlly a slicht flow of weter. It is
here th-t certsin of the rerest Nerth Americzn birds are found, such =s the Cclims

Tzrbler, the Painted Redstart, znd the Blue-throzted Hu-mingbird."
Scme Birds Seen in the Rig Rend.

Birds listed in this btrief acccunt were seen in the southwestern part of Brew-
ster County, Texas, in the summers of 1939 (August 6 to September 6) and 1940
(July 21 to August 26). Altitude veries from 1,000 feet (2long the Rio Grande &t
Bot Srrings) to 7,000 feet or more {in the Chisos). Faunel zones are three:
(see sbove). Points visited are: Hot Sprirgs, Boouilles, Sen Vicente, Johnson's
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Ranch, Gienn Srrings, Tzde Canyon, Zcmer Wilscn's Reneh, Boot Srrinrce, Gresn Lesin
(explered from Green Guleh to th Cenycn), &nd Burnhear's Lancl

es rest found)

Rirds seen:
T ians, Anericen Bzret

Y e
the Tindowm by wey of lek
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Hercns - Trecenza's, Louis
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¥auks - S7ainson's, Testern and Fuertes' Red-tailed; Ceserl Sparrow; Osprey;
Duck; Golden Eagle, common in the Chiscsj Turkey and Bleck Vulturcs,
ofven sesn tosether.

Toves - Testern Mourning¥, Wnite-winged*, and Inca*, Bznd-teiled Pigeon.

Readrunner®, Yellc-billed Cuckoo¥.

Killdeer, Spotted Szndpiper.

0Orls - Flz muleted Screech, Testern Horned

Stevhen's "hip-vcor-will, Texes Nighthewk, "Thite-throeted Svift.

Humingbirds - Rlzck-chinned*, Broad-billed*, Broad-teiled, Rufous, inna's,
Blue-throzted.

TcoGreckers - Ant-esting, Cactus, Red-shafted Flicker.

Flycatcher - Arkensas Kingbird, Cessin's Kingbird, Scisscr-tailed, Ash-throai-
ed, Olive-sided, Tr£ill's, Alder, Hsmmond's, Wright's, Western, W. Yocd
Fewee, Say's Proete*, Black Phoebe.

Sra2llcws - N. Violet-green, Benk, Brrn, Rough-vinged, Kexican Cliff.

Ccuch's Jay, "hite-necked and Americen Raven.

Blsck-crasted Titmouse, Verdin, Lloyd's end Lead-colcred Bush-tit.

Trens - Paird's, Canyon, Rock, Cactus.

Write-breasted Nuthatch.

~estern Mockingrvird

Threshers - Crissal's, Curve-billed*.

Grnzicstchers - Plumteous, Vestern

Scncran Shrike

Puby-crorned Kinglet

s - Texas, Gray, Stephen's

Plsckbirds - Red-winged, Yellcw-headed, Brever's, ~werf Cowbird

“erblers - Colime, Nashville, Bleck-throated Gray, Tovmsend's, Sonoran Yellow,
N. Pileoclsted, Long-tailed Chat, W. Yellow-throat, Grinnell's WwWater
Thrush.

Oricles - Bullock's, Scott's*, Orchard.

Tenagers - ~estern, Coover's summer*, Arizone Hepatic.

Grosbeaks - Gray-tailed Cerdinal*, Texas Pyrrhuloxia*, Blue, Blackheaded.

Snarrows ~ Housc Finch*, Texas Peinted Bunting, Arkanses Goldfinch, Texes
Bro-m Towhee¥, Spotted Tovhee, L-rk Bunting, Rock Sparrow, Desert Spar-
row*, 7. Vesper, Y. Chi-ping, W. lerk, Mexican Rlzck-chinned.

Lena IlcBre

The Bleck Renge of New Mexico and the Chiricashus Mounteins of Arizone will te
covered in the next issue.

Materisl for this publication should be submitted to Tom M. Kirkscy, 570 First
Netionzl Bank Puilding. Contributions and suggestiors, &s 7ell zs criticisms, erc
greztly arprccisted.



