Smart. Reliable. Profitable.
Meeting demands of the modern beef industry.
Maternal Profitability
Gelbvieh and Balancer® cattle offer maternal superiority
through moderate mature weights, quiet dispositions,
added fertility, and greater longevity. They also produce
calves that not only have low birth weights, but provide
producers with tremendous post-birth growth including
increased weaning and carcass weights.

More pounds of calf weaned
Gelbvieh and Balancer mother cows wean more pounds of
calf per cow exposed while maintaining a moderate mature
cow size and increased fertility. Over the past 20 years Gelbvieh
and Balancer genetic trends for average weaning weight have
increased while breed average birth weights have decreased
(Figure 1), proving Gelbvieh and Balancer are meeting today’s
modern industry demands and are the smart choice.
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Greater Calving Ease

Figure 2

Important factors when selecting breeding stock for
many cattle producers is calving ease and birth weight. The
Gelbvieh and Balancer breed provide low to moderate birth
weights with increased calving ease lowering the incidence
of dystocia (Figure 2).
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Added Fertility and Greater Cow Herd Longevity
Reproduction is one of the greatest profit drivers
on a cattle operation. Without the ability to reproduce
and remain in the herd, a female does not do her job.
Gelbvieh and Balancer females provide greater longevity
through added fertility to the cowherd, making them the
reliable choice.
U.S. Meat Animal Research Center (USMARC) data
shows Gelbvieh females have the smallest mature cow
size of the seven major beef cattle breeds (Figure 3). This
reduced mature cow-size allows for puberty to be reached
at an earlier age, which leads to calving earlier in the
season and producing a heavier calf at weaning time.

Figure 3

Along with reaching puberty at an earlier age,
Gelbvieh and Balancer females also excel in stayability,
which is the probability a bull’s daughters will remain in
the cow herd until at least six years of age. With the high
costs associated with the development or purchase of
replacement females, sustained production is essential
in a herd (Figure 4).
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To help provide ranchers with tools to select more profitable
females, the American Gelbvieh Association (AGA) offers:
Heifer Pregnancy (HP EPD)
Predicts the probability a bull’s daughters will become pregnant as first-calf heifers in a regular breeding season, and is
expressed as a percentage.
30-month Pregnancy (PG30 EPD)
The probability that a bull’s daughters will become pregnant and calve at three years of age, given they have calved as firstcalf heifers.
$Cow index
Represents the genetic value in dollars of profit of an animal when retained as a replacement female relative to other
animals in the herd. This serves producers in selecting bulls that will sire daughters with stayability and reproductive
efficiency as well as other traits that lead to profitability in the production system, such as milk, calving ease, moderate
mature weight and the ability of calves to gain.

Greater Value on the Rail
With today’s modern beef industry demanding
heavier carcasses and lower yield grades, Gelbvieh
and Balancer cattle meet those demands with heavier
carcass weights and greater percent retail yield. Balancer
genetics offer more pounds of carcass weight and the
ability to meet industry demanded quality grades
without sacrificing yield grade, proving to be the
profitable choice.

Figure 5

AGA genetic trends show an increase in breed average carcass
weight (Figure 5).
USMARC data shows Gelbvieh-influenced animals
have a greater percent retail yield (Figure 6). This quality
allows for more a favorable and profitable carcass.

Figure 6

Feeder Profit Index (FPI), provided by the AGA, aids producers in selecting sires whose progeny will perform in
the feedlot and on the rail. Well ranking sires for FPI have higher marbling and carcass weight than their contemporaries.
“My Balancer sired cattle graded 90% choice, fewer yield grade 4s and heavier carcass weight adding
up to more profit” - Scott Hamilton, Hamilton Farms

Genetics and Programs for the Commercial Cattle Business
Not only do Gelbvieh and Balancer genetics fit in today’s commercial cattle industry, the American Gelbvieh
Association is constantly improving and creating services and tools available for cattle producers to improve
the profitability of their herds.
Free Exchange Listing service. For cattlemen looking to purchase bulls or replacement females, check
out the AGA’s free Exchange on www.gelbvieh.org. Cattle are listed either under the Bull Listing or Female
Listing. The exchange helps to match potentials buyers with interested sellers.
Feeder Finder. The AGA’s Feeder Finder service assists producers in marketing load lots of Gelbvieh and
Balancer influenced feeder cattle. Whether selling private treaty or via auction, producers with load lots of
feeder cattle are encouraged to fill out the free Feeder Finder form. These cattle are then listed on the AGA
website and presented to feedyards across the country.
Maternal Edge Female Profile. The AGA offers a low-density DNA panel to help commercial producers
confidently select Gelbvieh-influenced replacement females based on six different maternal and carcass
traits. Females are compared to the larger population of Gelbvieh-influenced animals with genomic profiles.
$mart Select Service. How well do you really know your cows? Get to know them better through Smart
Select Service. Smart Select Service is an online record management database that gives the commercial
producer genetic tools generated from their cows’ records. These tools can then be used to make sound
breeding decisions that will identify the cows that will increase herd productivity and profitability.
Herd Reports:
-Progeny Report
-Herd Sires Report
-Dam Production Report
-Herd Summary Report

Genetic Tools:
•Feeder Profit Index (FPI)
- Index for selecting progeny to perform in
the feedyard and on the rail.
•Stayability (ST score) –
- Gauge the reproductive longevity of your
herd.

Access to knowledgeable staff. The American Gelbvieh Association’s professional staff is committed to
serving all cattle producers through assisting them with mating, marketing and promotion decisions. The
AGA has two full time traveling staff members ready to assist producers in locating Gelbvieh and Balancer
genetics. Please feel free to contact the knowledgeable and helpful staff by calling 303-465-2333.
For more information on these and other services, please visit www.gelbvieh.org.

For assistance in marketing or purchasing Gelbvieh or Balancer® bulls, females or feeder cattle, contact:

William McIntosh

Angela Vesco

Commercial Marketing
Coordinator

Commercial Marketing
Specialist

(502) 867-3132 (C)
williamm@gelbvieh.org

(775) 421-9864 (C)
angelav@gelbvieh.org
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