kitten's cry rang out across the Falls Park one

early spring morning. The air was clear. The

sun was shining. The day had a calmness to
it that the previous stormy days had not. It felt good...
until this cry disturbed my comfortable walk with the
dogs. | couldn't see the cat. But | knew it must have
been nearby. | went looking. The cat continued to cry.
The cry had a melancholy nature; at once, a cry for
help, but with an air of resignation, its cries would fall
on deaf ears. It punched me in the gut. | knew |
wouldn't be able to go home until | knew the cat was
ok.

So | searched. | moved towards the noise, then
realised it came from above my head. The cat was up
a tree. | looked from tree to tree, following the noise.
And there they were! Two kittens; little ginger ones,
about 20 feet up a tree sitting at the point where a thick
branch shot out from the trunk.

They looked to be only weeks old and were skinny
and distressed. | called out to them, but they seemed
to have no intention of coming down. | went to the park
attendants’ office and explained the situation. The
attendant seemed slightly perplexed but told me he
would be up to the kittens in 15 minutes. As we talked,
another dog walker came along and told us the kittens
had been up that tree for a couple of days now. He said
people had phoned the local authorities and animal
welfare organisations but to no avail. This increased
my resolve to ensure a positive outcome for these wee
creatures.

When | arrived back at the tree, three women
(always the women) were taking matters into their
own hands. They had a bowl of cat food and two
blankets. They worked over the next half hour to coax
the kittens down. | encouraged them in what little way
| could. Eventually, one kitten, then the other, carefully
backed down the tree trunk with amazing skill and
style. They landed on the earth to the waiting hugs and
cuddles of the women who had already arranged
warm, loving homes for them.

Seeing the kittens wrapped up and safe, we all felt
a warm glow and had a smile on our faces. The day
looked a little brighter. The sky looked a little bluer. The
air a little cleaner. We had made a difference.

| walked on after a few minutes of congratulatory
conversation. And as | walked, | reflected on this
experience. | was struck by how | was moved to act
based on the first hearing of the kittens' cry. It reached
my ears, | let it touch my heart, and | acted. The heroes
of this encounter were the women. But | was moved
to my heart and soul by the plight of these homeless
kittens.

CRY OF THE WORLD'S POOR

hen something else struck me. While it was

right and proper that | was moved in this way

by the cries of these kittens, | am not always
moved into action by the cries of people — poor people,
vulnerable people, people who cannot fend for
themselves.

What is itin the cry of these little kittens that so
moved me when | walk past homeless people every
day and do not always feel moved in the same way?
And when | am moved to my heart by the cry of the
poor, | am not always moved to action to accompany
my moved heart. What is it in the sight of a thin little
kitten up a tree that galvanised the band of us to act
so selflessly, when | can watch each night the effects
of war and injustice on humans beings all over the
world and then simply change the channel? It seems
that sometimes we are more easily moved by cuddly
kittens than by human suffering.

Of course, we are notincapable of being moved in
our hearts and of being moved to action. Jesus heard
the cry of the poor. He listened to their cry and
responded to it. Let us choose to allow ourselves to
hear the poor’s cry and do what we can to alleviate
the suffering we see.

GOD'S WORD TODAY

Dan 12:1-3
Heb 10:11-14.18 it. They will also
Mk 13:24-32 astablishment ¢

Jasus talks about a time in the future when a series of terrifying phenomena will
occur. These events will signal the end of the world, as

eople have understood

the Son of Man in glory

1@ return o
jom of God. Jesus is talking about hin

glorious return as Messiah

14 November 2021 - 33" Sunday in Ordinary Time -

Psalter Week 1

The plight of a couple of stranded kittens provokes a reflection on the
plight of humanity’s poor.
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33" Sunday in Ordinary Time — 14" November 2021

Anniversary Masses

Leitrim
Sat13th  Rita O'Hare; John Joe Malone
PD Cunningham
Wed 17t James and Ellen O’Hare
Hugh and Sarah McAnulty (Legananny)
Patrick and Susan Rice
Sat 20th  Anne McAnulty
Ryan Doyle, Hugh and RoseAnn Doyle
Kieran McCriackard
Gargory
Sun 21st  James and Doreen Gribben
Dromara
Sun 21t  Mary McEvoy and Bridget Gorman
November Dead Lists

All are opened and placed before the altar.
£1075 was received.

Southern Area Hospice - many thanks to all who
gave so generously. The amount raised was £1435

St Michael's P.S. Christmas Baubles

We are selling Christmas baubles in order to
raise school funds. They are wooden and
everlasting, samples can be viewed in the
school. These would be a lovely keepsake of
the school for both past and present pupils,
also, they would make a lovely Christmas gift
for grandparents who attended the school.
Baubles cost £5.50.

Please email kmalone397@c2kni.net

Closing date Wed 17t Nov.

Drumgooland St Vincent de Paul
Contact us in confidence on 078 2541 9067

Collections 7th Nov Parish Priest
Dromara £641 £1113
Drumgooland £1354 £1853
Trocaire

An appeal to address the terrible hunger crisis
across East Africa (Ethiopia, Somalia, South Sudan
and South Kordofan) which has been driven by
escalating climate change, conflict, swarms of
desert locusts and covid. Over 30 million,
children and adults, are being pushed into
starvation. There will be a collection after mass
on 13t and 14t Nov. An envelope marked
Trocaire can be handed in at mass or into the
parochial house over the next few weeks.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament every
Monday evening after mass in Dechomet until
8:30pm. This will resume on Mon 15t Nov

Bishops of Ireland Mass at Knock Sun 14t 3pm
The Covid-19 pandemic has been a particularly
difficult time for those who have lost loved ones
and have often had to cope with their grief
without many of the usual spiritual and
community supports. To pastorally support
everyone who has suffered the pain of
bereavement during the pandemic, the Bishops
of Ireland will undertake a pilgrimage to the
International Eucharistic and Marian Shrine in
Knock. This Mass will be live streamed on
www.knockshrine.ie and broadcast on the RTE
News Now digital television channel and online.
The bishops invite everyone to join with them in
prayer on this solemn occasion.

Weekend masses
Sat 6:00pm Dechomet
Sun 9:00am Gargory

7:30pm Leitrim
11:00am Dromara

Weekday masses

Mon 9:00am Leitrim 7:30pm Dechomet
Tues 9:00am Dromara

Wed 7:30pm Leitrim

Fri 7:30pm Dromara

Do This In Memory

P4 Children will be remembered at mass on

20th /21t Nov.

P4 Children can leave their leaves (or drawing of a
leaf) with the names of those who have died, in
the basket with the November Dead Lists, at any
stage over this month

P5 First Confessions
Tues 16t Nov at 7:30pm in Leitrim for
St Matthew’s P.S.

Youth Diocesan Summer Camps in July 2022
11th to 15t - Year 8's

18th to 22nd - Year 9's

25th to 29th - Year 10 and 11's

Year 12 - a 3-day volunteering programme in
Knock.

If interested in any of the above email
youthdirector@dromorediocese.org

Decorating Dromara Altar - volunteers are
needed to decorate the altar each month, the
parish will reimburse expenses. Please step
forward, no expertise is required, simply a desire
to help.
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