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The Triumph GT6

Yo e
thidakyrelally

motoring briskly down
l'i ke to thank

a chawmgecodaeftyyyropdwenawviuyg
someone for my brilliant GTE®6

Well, you can thank Triumphdés chief engineer
ni Michelotti in Turin to design a fastback for the popular roadster. Unfortunately, Triumph planning
had i gnored pleas for a Spitfire 6 (cylinder)
added too much weight to the underpowered Spitfire 4 chassis supplied, so the idea was shelved.
The 4 cylinder 63bhp engine was not man enough to cope with the extra weight of the coupé body;
the car was too slow.

The initial idea may have been shelved but in Turin the fastback Michelotti body was fitted onto a
Spitfire chassis, christened the Spitfire GT, and driven home where it joined the small band of ex-
perimental one-offs used by a few members of the company. The pleasure the car gave to those
who drove it worked an insidious magic and the Spitfire GT project became official in 1964. To com-
pensate for the added weight of a fastback coupe the decision was made to turn it into a six -
cylinder car. The positive result of up-grading the Triumph Vitesseto a 1998cc motor cemented that
decision.

It was a bit of a squeeze getting the 1998ccsix-cy |l i nder engi ne
by creating a rather complicated cool
debut was in 1966, a few months earlier than the Vitesse 2 litre.

Was the GT6 Triumph's answer to the MGB GT? The BGT came out in October 1965, a long time
after the 'Spitfire GT' was conceived, but before the GT6 came out. It depends on what the concep-
tion period of the MGB GT was, and whether anybody at MG or Triumph knew anything about their
rival's plans! It is likely that when the MGB GT did come out, it concentrated the minds of those at
Triumph and accelerated the addition of the GT6 to their range. The MGB GT also suffered from the
extra weight of the coupé body. Its acceleration suffered but the top speed increased due to the
better aerodynamics, an advantage not ignored by Triumph Racing.
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http://vintagetriumphregister.org/herald-vitesse/

Michelotti's fastback design for the Spitfire GT4 prototype was adopted by the Triumph racing pro-
gram for the 1964 season, as it was deemed to provide its aerodynamic benefit over the standard
Spitfire body shape. Fiberglass copies of the Spitfire GT4's fastback were grafted on to the race-
modified Spitfires destined for competition. The Spitfire racing program was successful, and in 1965
resulted in 13th overall and a 1st in class at
the prestigious 24 Hours of Le Mans (beating
their main rivals, the MG Midgets). The Spit-
fire's competitive success and the continuing
commercial success of the production vehicle
led Triumph to re -evaluate its shelved plans
for a GT version of the Spitfire. To overcome
the lack of performance inherent in the heavi-
er body style, the Spitfire's 4-cylinder en-
gine was replaced with the more powerful 2 -
litre (1998 cc) Triumph inline 6 originally de-
rived from the SC and then in use in the Triumph Vitesse (which shared a similar chassis with the
Spitfire and Triumph Herald). The car was further developed and refined and eventually launched as
the Triumph GT6 (dropping the "Spitfire" prefix) to emphasize its GT styling and its 6 -cylinder en-
gine. The GT60s new nph@7lkre/h) opspeed athceOd 60anphlir01@ sec-
onds, a little better than the MGB GT. Moreover, the unit was comparatively smooth and tractable,

i n marked contrast t ocylihderengvesBusl ecormmyhwas verhraasondble 4

for the period at 20mpg, and the interior well up to the competition. 8 Graham Robson,Tr i ump h
Spitfire and GTE6

Contemporary Triumph marketing advertised the GT6
as being developed from the "race winning Le Mans
Spitfires” to capitalize on their aesthetic similarities,
whereas the Le Mans Spitfires and the GT6 were actu-
ally two entirely separate development programs. 'Born
in Le Mans' is not really correct (in spite of the 'stickers'
and Standard-Triumph's own advertising campaign) as
the shape preceded Le Mans by a couple of years.
However, the marketing spin was so successful that
many people erroneously believed the Le Mans Spitfires
to actually be GT6s.



