CHRIST CHURCH PARISH
BORDENTOWN, NJ

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
6 JANUARY 2021

WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH
We extend a welcome to all visitors who are worshipping with us today. Christ Church
is truly a beautiful edifice, erected and appointed to the Greater Glory of Almighty God.
Herein you find all things in their proper place; everything focused toward the Altar, the
center of our worship. The windows in the Nave depict some of the fathers of the early
Church, both English and Latin. The Rood shows our Savior, robed as a Priest, with the
right hand in Blessing. The Chapel forms a quiet restful spot where, before the Blessed
Sacrament, one may kneel in supplication and reverence. We are proud of our worshipful
Church and invite you to share its benefit. Come in, rest, pray apart from the world.
Surely God is in His Holy Temple.
All who confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, have been baptized in the Name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, are repentant of their sins and believe the Blessed
Sacrament to be the true Body and Blood of Christ are invited to receive the Sacrament
of the Altar. We hope that you will enter fully into worship by joining in the prayers,
responses and hymns. Because our worship may be unfamiliar to those not raised in the
Episcopal Church, feel free to ask the assistance of those around you in following and
participating in the liturgy. If you are in search of a church home, we invite you to join
us in worship, fellowship and service. Please sign the guest register at the church
entrance so we may have a record of your visit.
Restrooms are located in the Parish House, and are accessible through the double doors
by the pulpit or by exiting through main doors and accessing the Parish House by way of
the side office door.
Pastoral Emergencies such as sickness, hospitalization, or the death of a loved one
should be directed to Fr. Matt at 732.859.5823. Father is happy to respond to your needs
even if you are not a parishioner, so please do not hesitate to call.


THE FEAST OF THE MANIFESTATION OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST TO THE GENTILES
Low Mass 10am
The Blessing of the elements of gold, frankincense, myrrh, and chalk, can be seen in a separate video posted on our
Facebook page. Please let Fr. Matt know if you would like a packet with the blessed elements.

BLESSING OF GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH
Celebrant
Congregation
Celebrant
Congregation
Celebrant

R

Our help is in the Name of the Lord.
Who hath made heaven and earth.
The Lord be with you
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

ECEIVE, O Holy Father, from me, thine unworthy servant, these gifts which I offer to the
honour of thy holy Name in homage to thy omnipotent majesty, as thou didst accept the
sacrifice of Abel the Just and the same gifts which the three Magi didst offer unto thee.

Amen.

THE EXORCISM
EXORCISE thee, creature of gold, incense, and myrrh by God the Father  Almighty, by
Jesus  Christ, his only-begotten Son, and by the Holy  Ghost, the Paraclete, that freed from
all the deceit, evil and cunning of the devil, thou mayest be a saving remedy to men against the
snares of the enemy. May those, who with confidence in divine help, use thee in their homes and
dwellings or about their persons be delivered from every danger to the body and soul and rejoice
in the possession of every good, through the power and merits of our Lord and Saviour and the
intercession of the Most Holy Mother of God, the ever-Virgin Mary, of the Holy Magi who on
this day venerated Christ the Lord with the same gifts, and of all the Saints; now and for ever.

I

Amen.

O

GOD, who art invisible and eternal, we humbly beseech thee by the holy and terrible Name
of thy Son, to bestow blessing  and power upon these creatures of gold, incense and
myrrh, that those who have them about them may be protected from every illness, injury
and danger of body and soul, so that they may gladly and safely serve thee in thy Holy Church,
who in perfect Trinity livest and reignest, God for ever and ever. Amen.

A

ND may the blessing of Almighty God, Father , Son, and Holy  Ghost descend upon
these creatures of gold, incense, and myrrh and remain forever. Amen.

FOR THE CHALK
Let us pray.
LESS, O Lord God, this chalk that it may be helpful to men and grant by the invocation of
thy Most Holy Name that whosoever shall use it or inscribe with it the names of thy Saints
Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar upon the doors of their homes, may through their merits
and intercession enjoy health of body and protection of soul; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

B

AT THE MASS
INTROIT - Dominus dixit

B

ehold, he is come, the Lord the Ruler: and in his hand the kingdom, and power, and dominion.
Psalm 72. Give the King thy judgments, O God: and thy righteousness unto the King’s Son.
V. Glory be… Behold, he is come…

KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. We praise thee, we bless
thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord God,
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou
only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.
Celebrant
Let us pray.

O
LESSON

GOD, who on this day didst by the leading of a star manifest thy only-begotten Son to the
Gentiles: mercifully grant that we, which known thee now by faith, may finally attain unto
the contemplation of the beauty of thy majesty. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Ephesians 3:1-12
A Reading from the Letter of the Blessed Apostle Paul to the Ephesians.
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles-- assuming that you have
heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this you can perceive my insight into the
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs,
members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this
gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace which was given me by the working of
his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things; that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places. This was according
to the eternal purpose which he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and
confidence of access through our faith in him.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
Congregation
Thanks be to God.

THE HOLY GOSPEL

S. Matthew 2:1-12
The Lord be with you.
Congregation And with thy spirit.
Celebrant
 The continuation of the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Congregation Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have
seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him." When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is
written by the prophet: `And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern my people Israel.'" Then Herod
summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star appeared; and he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him
bring me word, that I too may come and worship him." When they had heard the king they went their
way; and lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going
into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in
a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.
Celebrant

Celebrant
Congregation

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church Militant here on earth.
The Congregation kneels for the Prayers

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers, and supplications,
and to give thanks for all men: Receive these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty,
beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord;
and grant that all those who do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and
live in unity and godly love.
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bishops and other ministers, that they may, both by their life and
doctrine, set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy Sacraments.
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here present; that,
with meek heart and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in
holiness and righteousness all the days of their life.
We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of government in this and
every land, that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the
world.
Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that, rejoicing in thy
whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.
And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all those who, in this
transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith and fear beseeching
thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good
examples of Blessed Mary Ever Virgin and of all thy saints, that with them we may be partakers of thy
heavenly kingdom. Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

THE PEACE
The People may rise and greet one another in the Name of the Lord and then be seated
INTENTIONS OF THE MASS
THE MASS OF THE FAITHFUL
Celebrant
Congregation
Celebrant
Congregation
Celebrant
Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give thanks
unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. Because in the mystery of the Word made
flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face
of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore, with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy,

didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; who
made there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice,
oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy
Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice,
until his coming again:
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, THIS IS MY BODY, which is given for
you; Do this in remembrance of me.”
Likewise, after supper, he took the Cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink ye all of this; for THIS IS MY BLOOD of the New Testament, which is shed for
you, and for many, for the remission of sins; Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of
me.”
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy
Divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son
hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the
innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and
creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most
blessed Body and Blood.
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission
of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion.
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a
reasonable, holy and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee, that we, and all others
who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body
and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made
one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him.
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice;
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but
pardoning our offences through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity of
the Holy Ghost, all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.
AMEN.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

AGNUS DEI
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

Celebrant
We do not presume
Congregation to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,

but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have
mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of Thy Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now
being celebrated, I desire to offer Thee praise and thanksgiving. I present to Thee my soul and
body with the earnest wish that I may always be united to Thee. And since I can not now receive
Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to Thee,
and embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate Thee from me.
May I live and die in Thy love. Amen.

The Congregation kneels for the Prayer through the Dismissal

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. Amen.

THE BLESSING & DISMISSAL
Celebrant
Congregation

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Celebrant

Celebrant
Congregation

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Congregation rises for the Last Gospel

THE LAST GOSPEL
Celebrant.
Congregation

The Beginning of the Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the
darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came
for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that
Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew
him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US;
and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
Congregation

Thanks be to God.

Epiphany House Blessing
20 + C + M + B + 21
The above line should be written on the lintel above the front door into your house. A piece of blessed chalk may be
taken home with you for this purpose. Following the writing, this prayer is to be used:

O

Let us pray.
LORD holy, Father almighty, everlasting God, we beseech thee
to hear us: and vouchsafe to send thy holy Angel from heaven, to
guard and cherish, protect and visit, and evermore defend all that dwell in
this house. I call upon thy Saints, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, to
protect my family and my home from every harm and danger, and I place
this mark over my door to remain as a constant reminder to us and all who
enter here that my house is truly a house of the Lord. O God, make the door
of my house the gateway to thine Eternal Kingdom. All this we ask through
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen.
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Schedule for the Days following 6 January
Wednesday, 6 January

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus
Christ
10:00 a.m. Low Mass

Thursday, 7 January

Of the Octave

10:00 a.m. Low Mass
Friday, 8 January

Of the Octave

Saturday, 9 January

Julia Chester Emery, 1922

Sunday, 10 January

The First Sunday after the Epiphany
9:00 a.m.

Low Mass

