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THE PATH FORWARD
Dear Friends in Christ. The Lutheran Parish of Northern Dutchess has developed a new Mission Statement and Vision Statement. Over the next several newsletters I will be speaking about them and how we hope
to incorporate them into our lives and share them with those we encounter.
Mission Statement: United in Christ, inspired by God’s grace, we are called and empowered to share the
good News of Jesus’ love for all people and to answer His call to serve.
Vision Statement: We envision a world in which all people have abundant life, which we believe is a process
that is advanced by living theologically as we ask: “Where is God in our lives? Where is God in the lives of
others? Where is God calling us to serve?”
The Cross is the symbol of Abundant Life. This may seem contradictory. How can the Cross, which is
where Jesus died, be a symbol of life, especially abundant life? That is precisely the point. Jesus died on the
Cross for the sins of all people, was raised from the dead by God the Father, and with Him all people who believe in Him are also promised to be raised. Because of this gift of eternal life, He calls us into action to help
those in need.
This action is the horizontal aspect of the Cross. But that horizontal bar does not stand alone or levitate in the air. It is supported by something else: the vertical post. This vertical post is our relationship with
God: our piety. Notice that by necessity it is longer than the horizontal post. This shows us that as important
as it is to reach out to help others, we cannot do this alone. We need strength and that strength comes from
God.
In order to be strengthened by God, we must broaden our faith. This happens when read or hear God’s
Word. We are strengthened when we attend our worship services regularly and receive Holy Communion. We
have weekly Bible study sessions: Thursdays at 10 AM at Third, and Thursdays at 6 PM at St. Paul’s. Both
are welcome to all. I encourage you to attend. We have several daily devotional guides available---from the
small 1 page per day versions to a more rigorous version which is read twice a day and includes readings
from the Old Testament, Psalms, Epistles, and New Testament along with a short sermon. We will have a medium size Lenten devotional based on the writings of Henri Nouwen. Lent would be a perfect time to start a
new habit of spending more time hearing Word and engaging in prayer.
Ash Wednesday was March 6, and with it began the season of Lent, the time we spend slowing down,
reflecting on our lives and the life of Jesus, particularly the events which led Him to the Cross for our salvation. My prayer is that we all take this time to broaden our faith to give us added strength to serve others. As
we do so, I pray that we will more deeply understand and experience the abundant life offered to us by the
Cross, to the glory of God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
In Christ, Pastor Jim

Looking Ahead
Shrove Tuesday

March 5

Pancake & Sausage Supper
6:00 p.m. @ Memorial

Ash Wednesday

March 6

@ Third
Soup & Sandwich Supper

6:00 p.m.

Worship Service

7:30 p.m.

Wednesday Lenten Services
Red Hook Ecumenical @ 7:00 p.m.
Light refreshment and fellowship immediately following the services

Mar. 13

Mar. 20

Mar. 27

St. Christopher’s RC Church
7411 S Broadway
Preacher: Brother Randy Greve

Christ Episcopal Church
Red Hook
7423 S Broadway
758-1591
Preacher: Rev. Masud Ibn Syedullah
St. Paul’s & Trinity Church
39 Woods Road
Preacher: Rev. Steve Ernst

Tivoli
444-3120

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Red Hook
876-4471

7412 South Broadway

Apr. 3

Red Hook
758-3732

Preacher: Fr. Patrick Buckley
Apr. 10

United Methodist Church
4 Church Street
Preacher: Rev. James Miller

Red Hook
758-6283

Third W&M
Parish Council

Meetings
Mar 5 & Apr 2 @ 4:00p.m.
Mar 19 & Apr 16 @ 6:00p.m.

Joint Session of Councils

Mar 19 & Apr 16 @ 7:00p.m.

Congregational Councils

Mar 19 & Apr 16 following joint session

Council Meetings March @ St. Paul’s & April @ Memorial
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Youth Group Spaghetti Dinner
Saturday March 30 @ 5:00PM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Red Hook
Sponsored by the LPND Youth
with

The Taconic Community Youth Group

Suggested Donation:
Adults $10; Children (12 and under) $5
Tickets are available at each church.
A portion of the proceeds will be donated to ELCA World Hunger

An Afternoon of Prayer, Reflection and Conversation
toward discerning a call to the next
Bishop of the Metropolitan New York Synod

As many of you are aware, the Metropolitan New York Synod is engaged in an ongoing
discernment process toward the election of a new Bishop at the Synod Assembly in May.
As part of this process, Interim Bishop McCoid has asked each of our Conferences to
arrange for an event that promotes worshipfulness, prayerfulness, and discerning

The Hudson Conference Event:
Sunday, March 31, 2019
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
104 Wurts Street
Kingston, NY 12401
This event is open to all, however it is especially encouraged that delegates to this year's Synod
Assembly attend.
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ELCA World Hunger 40 Days of Giving
“Working with and through our congregations in the U.S., Lutheran churches around the
world, and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely positioned to reach
communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, community meals to advocacy,
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support sustainable solutions that get at the root
causes of hunger and poverty.”
www.elca.org/Resources/ELCA-World-Hunger
If you would like to make a donation, checks may be made out to your individual
church, donations marked for ELCA World Hunger, and placed in the offering
plate or mailed to individual church or Parish Office.
Lenten Devotionals are available in the back of each church.
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T h ank Y ou to F irst R espon d ers
The Pa rish is coll ect ing bake d goods t o express our grati tude t o the fi rst responders
in our l ocal com m uniti es.
C olle ction : S un d ay, Ap ri l 7, 2019
Di str ib uti on: M ond ay, A pr il 8, 2019
S ta y tuned for furt her det ail s a bout the “goodie s” and opportuni tie s t o assi st .
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** IN REMEBRANCE

THANK YOU TO ALL FIRST RESPONDERS.

As part of “God’s Work - Our Hands”, the Parish Council voted to provide goodies
to all First Responders in our area. To do this project, we need many hands to help.
First, we need people to bake these goodies or buy them. Second, we need people to
show up on April 7th at 12:30 in the Parish Hall at St. Paul’s with said goodies to
help pack them up for the First Responders. Third, we need drivers to help deliver
them.
Give Lolly a call (758-4597) to let her know how you can help. There are about 20
groups of First Responders in our area. So we need all the help we can get to make
this a success.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT @ THIRD
Thank you once again for a well-attended and productive congregational meeting. A warm welcome to
the newly elected council members Carole Hack and Dana Rinschler. Thank you to Linda Mattison for
her years of service as Council Secretary. Current officers and council members are as follows:
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Monica C. Gabryszewski
Susan Peckmann
Gary Hack (non-voting)
June Post
Pastor Jim

Brenda Bassett
Carole Hack
Bonnie Reyero
Dana Rinschler
Cara Silvernail-Thomson

The large Dutch Elm tree behind the church is scheduled to be taken down on Wednesday March 13.
The season of Lent is a wonderful time to recommit ourselves to:
a) Increased participation in regular Sunday worship.
b) Building faith through reading and study of Scripture.
Lenten devotionals are available in the back of the church.
More faith-building opportunities are listed elsewhere in this newsletter.
c) Inviting others to participate in worship, study, service, and/or fellowship.
See opportunities listed elsewhere in this newsletter.
See you in church!
God Bless,

Monica C. Gabryszewski
Third Council President 914-475-6613 gabrymc@frontiernet.net
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The House of God at Rock City
By Burton Coon, October 27, 1939
I thought it might interest some of the readers of The Gazette to know the beginnings of the Lutheran Church at Rock City. John G.
Schultz was a sturdy Christian of the old school who loved and believed in the Word of God and all the cardinal doctrines of the Lutheran Church. He lived on the farm now occupied by Benj. Collins. He and his wife, who was Betsey Stall, a sister of Henry A.
Stall, were members of the Lutheran Church in the village of Red Hook and they went there every Sunday to meeting. But that was 4
miles away and Rhinebeck was 6 miles away and the Rowe Methodist Church was 4 miles away and the Methodist church at Shookville, 2 miles away was weak and unsuitable as to location; all of which left the growing community of Rock City without a religious
service on Sunday. Naturally, as a good Christian man, he was anxious for the spiritual welfare of his neighbors. So,being in good
circumstances at the time, he selected a plot of ground in a corner of his farm near to the village and built thereon a neat little chapel.
David Kipp, a carpenter and contractor, living in Red Hook, did the work. Frank Schultz tells us that as a boy he remembers seeing
the men at work and also helped a bit to draw stones for the foundation with a yoke of oxen. That was in 1868. And it was duly finished and dedicated on the 15th day of September. The Rev. Wm. Shool, D.D. conducted the services.
Being a benevolent project from the start, Mr. Schultz took the entire economic responsibility for it. He got the ministers where he
could and paid them out of his own pocket. He organized a Sunday school, provided the literature and acted as superintendent. He
called it a Mission at that time, and such it was. There is no record of who the first pastors were until 1872 when Rev. Wm. A.
Mackey, a Methodist preacher stationed at Elizaville was called in to help out. That was probably an evening service, as Mr. Mackey
had a morning and an afternoon appointment besides. It can be seen from this that Mr. Schultz was not a bigoted sectarian, but reasonable enough to believe that some good could be found in ministers of other denominations. Later on he employed a Baptist minister by the name of Barnes, from Rhinebeck. It is likely, too that in these early days he was his own sexton, to save expense. Besides
being superintendent of the Sunday School, he was either a deacon or an elder in the church council and secretary and treasurer of
the church for many years. In fact he was general manager and assumed responsibility for the whole thing. It was his “Mission”,
dedicated to God, and I suppose he considered it his life work.
An early record book states that on the 5th of October 1872 Mr. Schultz presented to the New York and New Jersey Synod a deed for
the property through Rev. T. T. Everett who was pastor of the Lutheran Church at Red Hook. This was accepted by the Synod by a
rising vote. Up until that time there seems to have been no formal organization for the record says that on May 25, 1873 the first
church council was installed as follows: Elders: Wm. P. Stall, John G. Schultz; Deacons: Isaac A. Schultz, Cyrus R. Dedrick. These
were elected for 3 years. They were installed by Rev. A. C. Wedeking, D. D. of New York who visited the Mission for that purpose.
Previously, at a communion service held April 23rd “five grown persons were baptized and two confirmed. Two more were ready to
join by certificates.” The first roll of members received by Rev. Thos. T. Everett on that day were as follows: Jacob Hapeman, Hannah E. Stall, Cyrus R. Dedrick, Sarah Dedrick, Isaac A. Schultz, Elizabeth W. Schultz, Lucy Ann Tipple. And on May 4th, 1873
Rev. S.G. Finckel received Conrad Battenfeld and Henry Jacoby. Again on July 20, 1874 Rev. T.T. Everett received Gilbert Rush
Haines and Mary Elizabeth Dedrick. The Rev. Samuel S. Finckel referred to was pastor of St. Peter’s Stone Church of Rhinebeck.
“Conrad Battenfeld” was the grandfather of Edwin Battenfeld and “Henry Jacoby” was the grandfather of Judge Frank Jacoby.
Then on Oct. 11, 1874, David Tipple, Jacob Halenbeck, Manson Shafer, Sarah Halenbeck, Manson Shafer, Elizabeth Shafer, Conrad
Battenfeld, Jr. and Elizabeth Battenfeld were received by Rev. S.G. Finckel. Again on March 28, 1875 John Henry Shoemaker, Elma
Fero, Martina Tipple, Mina Hause, Mrs. Mary Cookingham, Ursula L. Cookingham, George Shaffer, Fanny Shaffer, Libbie A. Stall
and Abram Hoysradt were received by Rev. S. Finckel. Again on Apr. 9, 1877 Herbert Neher was received. Dec. 1, 1878 Mrs. Martha Rowe, Ervin I. Dedrick, Mary E.H. Dedrick, Ella Neher, Sarah Pindar and Delia Decker were received by Rev. J.G. Griffith of
Wurtemburg. Mrs. Decker was received on the 5th of January 1879.
Thus far 39 members had been received in less than 6 years and most of them by Rev. Finckel. He was followed by Rev. J.G. Griffith who on Dec. 19, 1880 received by letter from the Red Hook Lutheran Church, John G. Schultz and Elizabeth his wife. Mr.
Schultz was now in the fold of his own building and thence forward that was to be his only care. On the same day Fanny Stall, John
J. Hanover, Nathan C. Doyle and Judith his wife and Pauline Kilmer were received. And on March 6, 1881 Abraham Dedrick and
Mary his wife were received by letter from Rhinebeck. And on March 15 Wm. A. Coons and wife by letter- he from Wurtemburg
and she from Rhinebeck. And on Apr. 17, 1881 John Paul Battenfeld, by confirmation and Lucia W. Schultz by baptism. These last
two afterward became the main pillars of the church and stood by it through thick and thin for more than 50 years. We all knew
them — John Battenfeld and Lucy Schultz, who late in life married John’s brother Henry and they were known for miles around,
wherever the church was known. They both gave to the church their time and strength up to the last. Lucy was a teacher in the Sunday School for many years and John made all the interests of the church his special care. Years ago a resident of the place told me
that if it wasn’t for John Battenfeld and one other man the church would be closed. We all loved him for his simple honesty and untiring devotion.
On April 8, 1883 Miss Mary Shaffer was received by baptism by Rev. D.S. Mackenzie. I think he was pastor at Rhinebeck. Miss
Shaffer afterward married Reuben Pultz of Wurtemburg. The Rev. Mackenzie was followed by Rev. John Kling of Wurtemburg and
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Rev. J.A. Josenberg of Manorton. Mr. Rosenberg preached the last Sunday of each month. On Apr. 24, 1887, Mr. Kling received
Virgil Wildey and wife and Wm. L. Wildey their son, and Miss Emma Tipple. Mr. Kling was followed by Rev. A.M. Whetstone of
Rhinebeck and he by Rev. Geo. W. Fortney of Wurtemburg. Oct. 7, 1888 he received Libbie A. Cookingham, John Flack and Eckert
Battenfeld. And so the record goes on, year after year. Some of the members died, some moved away, some probably dropped out,
but the church lived on. Not more than half a dozen members of 50 years ago are still living, among them being William L. Wildey
of Barrytown, Mrs. Emma Tipple Coon of Trail’s End, Mrs. Libbie Cookingham, Rossman Clark, John Flack, Mrs. Lettie Rowe
Traudt and Mrs. Elma Fero Sherwood who has been a member (for) 64 years. That is a long time to be associated with God’s people
in this world. God bless her! God bless them all!
The second church council was installed July 1, 1877, probably by Rev. Finckel. The list follows:Elders: David Tipple, Jacob Halenbeck; Deacons: Isaac A. Schultz, Herbert Neher; Trustees: Eli Fero, Henry Feller, Gilbert R. Haines. Eli Fero was the village shoemaker and had his shop over the store. He was a Methodist, a member of the Shookville church and a close friend of my father.
Many a night he and my father and Mr. Schultz and Mr. Tipple and other choice would gather in the upper room of the old school
house and pray and sing and shout the praises of God together. What a good time they had! Better than any night club the devil ever
assembled. And no headaches the next morning. I have been with them at such times and I know. Mr. Fero was also the Bible class
teacher in the Rock City Sunday School for many years. He died March 1883. He was a man of great power in prayer. Henry Feller
was also an eloquent man, though he had no particular education. The fact is the Spirit of God took possession of these men and
spoke through them as He did through the prophets.
According to the record Rev. T.T. Everett received in all 6 members: Rev. Samuel G Finckel (received) 24 members; Rev. J.G. Griffith (received) 19 members; Rev. John Kling (received) 10 members; Rev. J.A. Rosenberg (received) 1 member; Rev. A.M. Whetstone (received) 1 member; Rev. Geo. W. Fortney (received) 28 members. I do not know how many were received by Rev. E.G.
Hay, who followed Mr. Fortney, but he reported to Synod Sept. 14, 1898 a membership of 55. And in Sept. 1903 a membership of
64. I have no further record along that line.
Rev. Mr. Fortney came upon the scene sometime during 1888, for in October of that year he took with him to Synod $23.61 as the
offering of the church, presumably for benevolences. He remained until the fall of 1895 when the Rev. E.G. Hay came. Mr. Hay had
already been pastor at Red Hook for a year or so, and he served the Rock City church until he left Red Hook. He preached his last
sermon Sept. 15, 1907. From then until the next April the church was served by Rev. B.S. Crosby, a minister of the Christian denomination, located at Milan Hollow. Rev. G.E. Hipsley preached his trial sermon Apr. 12, 1908 and became the regular pastor May
3rd. Mr. Hay and Mr. Hipsley were then paid by the Sunday, $3.00 each time they preached–no preaching, no pay. Now he is hired
by the year ($300) and granted a month’s vacation. Another interesting item is that “from Apr. 4 to May 16th inclusive, 1897, Rev.
E.G. Hay preached 7 Sundays for nothing to cancel the indebtedness of Mr. John G. Schultz to the church, $20.00. That I suppose
was when Mr. Schultz failed in business and didn’t have money enough to pay his debts. Anyhow it was a noble and generous act on
part of Mr. Hay to clear the record and leave his memory without a stain. Mr. Schultz died penniless. For a number of years he was
entertained at the Minister’s Home in the city of Washington, D.C. He lived to be 96. Economically he was a victim of the depression which swept over the country in the early 90’s. He once told my father that it cost him $70.00 a year to maintain the church. The
spiritual value of his life was incalculable.
The earliest paid sexton of the church that I know of was John. J. Hanover. He lived about a mile up the road on the hill. My best recollection is that he got only $15 per year. He was followed by Henry Rossman. Then Robt. A. Day. Then John Funk during 19071909. He received $25 per year. A. Day was again employed at $25 which was afterward raised to $30. Then Mrs. W.J. Hover. John
Hirsch acted as sexton for a short interval. The sexton now receives $2.00 per Sunday.
John G. Schultz was secretary and treasurer for many years. Later Wm. L. Wildey kept the accounts from Apr. 1, 1897. Then March
28, 1903, Frank Jacoby, sec. And treas. Mar. 20, 1909 Frank G. Shaffer, sec and tres. Now Mr. F.A. Halbroder has the job. These
officers served without pay.
Many interesting items appear on the account. In the beginning the collections were small, mostly under a dollar. One was 5 cents,
several were 7 cents and 10, 12, 14, 15, 20, etc. They were what might be truly called “penny collections”, when the good oldfashioned penny meant more than it does now. But even in the early days, while Mr. Schultz was Superintendent of the Sunday
School there were entries like the following: “Pd by the children of the S.S. to the Treasurer of Gen. Synod for the Children’s Missionary Society $3.00”, “Collection taken for Missions $8.00” Again “Collection for Missions $8.57”, “Nov. 6, 1884, contributed by
the Rock City Sunday School to the Children’s Memorial Fund of Kansas City, MO $10.00”, “Sept 1, 1890 extension $8.50, “July 1
for Education, $5.00”, “Sept. 6 for Education, $5.30”, “June 29, 1892, Collection for Orphan’s Home, $5.00”, “Aug. 15 for Foreign
Missions (S.S.) $4.32”, and so on. There is one unexplained item as follows: “Rec’d May 28, 1909 from Old Maid’s Club, $32.03”.
Good for the old maids! The Lord needs them.

From https://milannyhistory.org/portfolio/burton-coon-blog/
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THE SEASONS of LENT & EASTER

See Inside for Services & Events

Parish Council President: Carl Dowden
Memorial Lutheran, Rock City, Council
President: Tandy Walker
Sunday Holy Communion 8:30 am
St. Paul’s Lutheran, Red Hook, Council
President: Marilyn Heuer
Sunday Holy Communion 11:00 am
Third Lutheran, Rhinebeck,
Church Council President:
Monica C. Gabryszewski
Sunday Holy Communion 9:45 am
Pastor James Miller

