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INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION 
P: Beloved in the Lord, let us confess our sins to God our 
Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory 
of Your holy name.  Amen. 
P: Upon this your confession, I by virtue of my office, as a called 
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 
unto you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord 
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 



wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those 
who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come.  
Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are 
invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat 
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready.  Come 
to the wedding feast.”’  But they paid no attention and went off, 
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized 
his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them.  The king 
was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those 
murderers and burned their city.  Then he said to his servants, 
‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  
Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast 
as many as you find.’  And those servants went out into the 
roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good.  
So the wedding hall was filled with guests.  But when the king 
came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment.  And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get 
in here without a wedding garment?’  And he was speechless.  
Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot 
and cast him into the outer darkness.  In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  For many are called, but few 
are chosen.” 
 

HYMN          Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” 

The watchmen on the heights are crying; 

    “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices 

And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 



    “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

The Bridegroom comes, awake! 

Your lamps with gladness take! 

    Alleluia! 

With bridal care 

Yourselves prepare 

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.” 

 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, 

And all her heart with joy is springing; 

    She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

For her Lord comes down all-glorious, 

The strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

    Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

Now come, Thou Blessèd One, 

Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 

    Hail! Hosanna! 

We enter all 

The wedding hall 

To eat the Supper at Thy call. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
SERMON 
 

PRAYERS 
 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen 
 

HYMN      Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng 

1 Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! 

    Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your festal banner wave on high, 

    The cross of Christ your king. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and 

sing! 

 

7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

    The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    One God forevermore.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and 

sing! 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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