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The President’s………...Pipings…...…Cindy Ericksen
Observations …at the front of the hive
A number of new beekeepers have called this week relating that something is up with
their hive and communicated a burning desire to get into those hives and see what is
happening. Discussion with a several of them revealed that they had been in there
hive the day before, doing ‘housekeeping tasks’ –nadering a Warre hive and redirecting a maze of comb building -as two examples. One individual indicated there was building going on next door with excavators in the mix. Another related a large celebratory family gathering on their property. You get the picture there is a lot going on, and bees are sensitive to all of
the activity.
Bees work hard to create a protective, healing seal in their hive space and to keep a specific
and precise temperature, airflow and for the brood. Breaking the propolis seal opens the hive
to the outer influences that are hard for the bees to control and it draws energy away from progress. It can take the bees a day-and a half to restore the balance in their hive after it has been
opened, and more time if hive contents have been reorganized or modified in some way. Why
do I bring this to your attention? One way beekeepers can help their bees is simply to open the
hive less often. Yes, I agree, there are times when hives must be opened to check on the health
of the hive, create or reduce space, or gather honey.
If you need to/must open the hive, be conscious of what has transpired on your property in and
near the hive in the last day or two, why you are opening the hive, where you are standing,
what the weather is doing and how are you and the bees are feeling that day. Standing in the
flight path, opening a hive as a cold wind has settled into the area chilling your bees, not respecting warning buzzes or bumps from guard bees, or you are feeling unbalanced, out of sorts
or in a hurry – all are recipes for problems.
If you must open a hive, open it respectfully, on a warm day when the bees are not agitated –
not dealing with their own stresses that day. Move slowly, quietly, gently and purposely creating calmness. Truth be told, I bring love and caring intent into my actions when I open a hive
and am greeted with the same.
If the burning desire to look inside has faded a bit, sit quietly beside or near your hive/s, takMMXV, ISSUE 7
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ing in the scent, sound and watch them come and go –much can be learned through thoughtful observation with all senses. With a watchful eye you may be able to discern what they are
thinking, feeling and doing without opening the hive.
—Cindy

*Editors Note
Here is a book that teaches you How to know what happens inside the hive by observation on the outside
And it is in our NOPBA library

“At the Hive Entrance by H. STORCH”
OBSERVATION HANDBOOK

They present the readers with a set of many observations, all of which can be made by the beekeeper
without him having to open or work within the colony. All these observations are very interesting, but only useful if they are understood and correctly interpreted.
This book is also available at Amazon.com

Lavender festival is coming up again get your name on the list to help cover the booth. The list will be at the next meeting. You may also call or write
Kirsten to sign up.
It is great fun do not miss it !
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The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Meg Depew
Hi, everyone!
I’ve heard we’ve all had our share of swarms this year. We have certainly had more swarms fly away
than decided to stay in our traps. I will never tire of watching a swarm fly. To see them ungulate like
fish in a school, to hear the roar from inside the house, forewarning of the impending departure. I’ve
seen a few swarms but never one like I saw last Sunday afternoon.
The sun was hot, the wind still, and
the sound of a freight-train in the backyard meant I had to grab my coffee cup
and go watch where my girls were headed. I stood on the back porch, silently
observing the frenetic activity. Depth
perception failed me as I watch the
bees moving thru three dimensions.
With awe, I slowly realized they were
moving towards me. In just a few seconds, I found myself engulfed within
the cloud. At once, with thousands of
gentle creatures circling me, I felt completely calm. I could pick out individuals
and trace their flightpath; watch the same path flown by another and another. And then they were gone.
Moved on, down the patio, up and over the house and into oblivion. I tried to follow them, never finding
where they landed. But they left me with a sense of awe and wonder, thankful for experience and
memory.
Awe and wonder feels a lot better than the despair I usually experience when watching the swarm fly
away. I’ve had no luck with any attempt to prevent swarms thru splitting hives or timing the supering.
I’ve resigned myself to chasing them down and trying to capture them. But I was reading through my
copy of Ross Conrad’s Natural Beekeeping looking for his advice on swarm prevention. I found something that I had not heard before. I wouldn’t be surprised if many of you had experience with reversing
the brood boxes, but neither Buddy nor I hear of this.
I’m pretty interested in trying anything to decreasing that instinct. Here’s what Ross has to say;
“Just like it sounds, the process of reversing a colony simply involves restacking the boxes that make up
the hive so that the bottom hive body ends up on the top, and vice versa. The intention is to end up with
the brood and honey positioned as close to the bottom of the hive as possible, with extras space above. Given that the process of reversing a colony involves taking the hive apart, this is a good time to give the hive
a good inspection.” (Conrad, Natural Beekeeping (2007) p49)
Ross states he is taking advantage of the Queen’s natural inclination to move upwards. This apparently
allows for more brood chamber room for the Queen to roam. I’m willing to try this next spring. Or I can
just hope that next year won’t have the same swarming instinct programed into our hives.
Til next month!
Meg
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Secretary’s…......Waggle Dance Communications…......Kirsten Whitworth
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association (NOPBA) Minutes for General
Meeting, 14 June 2015
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association met at the Port Angeles Public Library.
Vice President Meg Depew called the meeting to order at 1:38 p.m. There were 25 members,
guests, and visitors in attendance.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. Bill moved to approve; George seconded.
TREASURER'S REPORT
Previous Balance $3910.47 Deposits 65.00 dues Expenses 0.00 New Balance $3975.47
BEEKEEPER/EDUCATION TRUSTEE REPORT
Mark left before the meeting started.
LIBRARY REPORT
There are several additions to the NOPBA Library, including a video. A request was made for an
inventory of all the items in the Library.
AD HOC TRUSTEE REPORT
Elisabeth was not at the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
1. Queen Rearing Program – Bob Pasco was not at the meeting. 2. Clallam County Fair. Kirsten
passed around the signup sheet for the fair.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Lavender Festival. We will have a booth at the George Washington Inn. The signup sheet for
the booth will be at the next meeting. You may also call or write Kirsten to sign up.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Additional announcements were called for by Vice President, Meg Depew. Motion to adjourn the
meeting at 1:55 pm was made by Ed and seconded by Bill.
Respectfully submitted, C. Kirsten Whitworth, NOPBA Secretary
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…………Orentation Flight………….
With the weather we are having I felt this was an interesting article from Brushy Mountain’s web site.
We may be getting into a summer dearth much sooner and longer. Hope this helps you prepare.
—-Walt

Summer Dearth.. by Brushy Mountain Back to Basics
We always hear about the summer dearth but what does it
mean? You have checked your hive and bees are constantly
coming and going. Is there a dearth in your region? How do you
know?

Flowering plants produce nectar to attract pollinators like the
honey bee. Nectar provides the sugar and energy source
(carbohydrates) the adult bee needs and is developed and
stored as honey for later consumption. As bees travel from flower to flower, nectar is stored in their crop (honey stomach) until
they return to the hive. The summer dearth is when the nectar is
scarce or non-existent.
What effects the production of nectar?
Blooming period. It would be nice if all flowering plants (trees included) provided blooms all year
long that produced nectar and pollen, but nature does not work like that. Most plants have a 2 to 3
month blooming period in which bees are able to forage for nectar and pollen. Some blooming periods overlap but you may be in a region where you experience weeks without. Check your region.
http://honeybeenet.gsfc.nasa.gov/Honeybees/Forage.htm
Drought. The lack of rain will inhibit plants from producing nectar as the nectaries begin to dry. Pollen will be present but without water, plants do not have the resources to yield this sweet liquid.
Rain. Water is the resource plants need to produce nectar but too much can dilute the mixture or
wash it away. Beekeepers around our NC location deal with the problem of rain during the sourwood
bloom. Once the bell flowers open a heavy rain will wash them away. Weeks of rain before or while
plants are putting out nectar producing flowers can dilute the nectar solution. Bees will still harvest
nectar but it takes longer to evaporate and leaves less to consume.
How do you know if you are experiencing a summer dearth?
The queen’s production is regulated by the amount of nectar and pollen brought into the hive. Durring the nectar flow the queen can be laying thousands of eggs in a day. Once the dearth comes she
will slow down or cease laying. The lack of nectar and pollen will be evident in the decline of your
hive’s population.
What problems can occur during the dearth:
Beekeepers reap the benefits of the excess stored honey by harvesting and extracting the honey.
This robs the bees of the resources they may need to survive (especially for winter months). If they
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do not have the food stores to sustain their current population they may
end up starving. Yes, bees can starve during summer months. Beekeepers need to be cautious of a dearth and ensure their colonies have the
food stores they need. Add a hive top feeder to your hive and feed heavily.
Honey bees will fly the shortest distance to acquire the resources they
need. If your bee yard contains colonies that are weak, be cautious of
robbing. A weak colony with its honey stores robbed out will not survive. If
you do experience a summer dearth, help those weak colonies guard their hives by reducing the entrance. If robbing becomes a problematic issue, a Moving and Robbing Screen will help deter those
robbing bees

Walt’s Bee Shack
I decided to try to make my own bee house (shack). I put a small addition on my garden
shed just for my beekeeping STUFF. Also a place I could sleep when I was bad ! I drilled a
hole through the south wall and put a short piece of flexible tubing to my Warre Hive.
Thanks to Bill Yada a swarm he gave to me populates the hive. In about three week they
have filled one box about 80% with comb. Try one in your shed or garage or if you can get
away with it in your HOUSE ! it’s fun. Great for listening to the bees or watching them.
Quilt
Empty box
for Feeder
Top box with
comb
Bottom
hive box no
comb yet
Entrance Ring

Screened Floor

South facing entrance
Stand

You can do this with any type of hive. Use a
Langstroth, Kenyan top bar, Tanzanian Top bar
or even Nucs etc. etc. A window is nice but not
necessary. Let your creative juices flow!

Drill a hole in the entrance ring and put in a
WIFI camera to watch the bees coming and going from the inside. WHOOPS ! Too FAR……….
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Inside my bee shack with room for two
more hives. Each box has a window.
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The Guard Bee

Summertime is here and your hives should be buzzing! With summer in full swing there
are a couple things you should keep an eye on. You want to make sure that your hive is fed, has
plenty of water, and gets good ventilation, especially now that the temperatures have skyrocketed a month or two ahead of time.
While it may not get as hot and humid wherever you live, you still want to make sure your hive
is well taken care of during these hot times. The best way to keep a hive from overheating during
the summer is ventilation. There are several different ways you can go about providing more
ventilation for your hive:
If your hive is strong and healthy you can remove your entrance reducer allowing more workflow with the bees as well as more space to allow air flow. If robbing starts to occurs, then you
can install a moving and robbing screen.
Using an Screened Bottom Board with the shutoff slider removed is a great tool to help
with ventilation. Even during the colder months a screened bottom board assists in helping the
bees control the hive's internal temperature.
The addition of a Slatted Rack also helps provide space for air circulation. It provides empty
space for the colony to expand freely and, during the summer, they can use that space to control
ventilation by fanning their wings. Can be used all year round.
You can tweak the top of the hive by opening up the entrance gap in your inner cover. If you
are in need of more ventilation than that, you can switch out your inner cover with a ventilated inner cover (while still using your Hive Top).

On a Warre I put a shim on the quilt on the back edge so the roof does not shut all the way and
allows air flow. This is important for a new Warre hive that may not of attached the comb to the
sides if it is heavy the comb can break away from the top bar with high heat.
On a Kenyan style top bar hive the cover can also be shimmed to allow some extra airflow.
The top bars are the roof, but do not take the cover off for any extended time and allow the sun
to heat the top bars the combs could soften and collapse.
 A natural way the bees take care of controlling the temperature in the hive is called bearding. This is when a large amount of bees huddle around the entrance of a hive (they look like a
big bushy beard) and fan their wings to provide more air flow through the hive.
If possible, by removing a frame and then equally spacing out the rest of your frames, you will
provide more space for air to circulate freely through the hive.
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During their first summer especially if you are hiving a swarm that has missed the spring
flow. you will want to make sure that you keep them fed and they have plenty of water
available for them. Even though the world is in bloom and your hive has grown in strength
there are still moments when they will need your help. An example of when you may need to
provide more feed is during long periods of rain where the bees are unable to leave their hives
to collect pollen and nectar. On the other side of the spectrum, if you find yourself in a drought
where there are no resources available for the bees you will need to make sure you provide them
plenty of nourishment. Always keep an eye on your environment and make sure you have some
sugar syrup or pollen patties ready just in case.
I have a Kenyan style hive that is six years old and has been fed the first year but now is
Hands off for me I do not feed, harvest any honey or open to look inside even the viewing window I do not open. I think they chewed past the window and propolized the shutter shut so it
will not open! Talk about wanting your privacy !!! This hive swarmed three times this year and
it has swarmed in the past years. This is a test hive just to see how long it stays a viable hive.
Summertime can be one of the best times of the year when you are a beekeeper. You
have made it through spring and hopefully your hive has grown strong and is starting to flourish and working at or near maximum capacity.

Send us your Pictures to put in the newsletter

Jerry’s Tanzanian Hive

Walt’s six box Warre

Looking good at 13 combs
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NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY
Videos:
Tapes: Silence of the Bees
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia

Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1-7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8-14
DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping
Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:

Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal
Comb Honey Production
Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead
MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014
Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2nd Edition Revised by
Univ. of Guelph, Ontario
How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition
National Strategy to Promote The Health Of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators
Honey For Sale: The Official Honey Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers
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BOOKS:
The Gentle Craft
Modern Bee-keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890
The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3rd Edition
Better Bee Keeping
Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined
Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases
An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.I. Root
1839-1923

Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly
Keeping Bees by John Vivian
Breeding Super Bees
How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee
At the Hive Entrance by H. Storch "How to know what happens inside the hive by observation on the outside".
Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible
500 Answers to Bee Questions
First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials
Bee Sex Essentials
Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)
Increase Essentials
The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3
The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited
Beekeeping for All by Abbé Warré How to build and use the Warre Hive
The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture
Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping
A Country Year: Living the Questions
Practical Beekeeping
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The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook
Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal
The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping
Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free
The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909
Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper
Robbing the Bees
Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers
The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)
The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)
COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts
Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)
Wick, Wax and Talk 2nd Time Around
Making Vinegar at Home
Making Wild Wines and Meads
The Complete Meadmaker
Cooking with Honey
Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
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LINKS
WASBA Education
WASBA news
WSBA events
National Honey Board
USDA, ARS, HONEY BEE RESEARCH
WSDA Apiary Program
WSU Department of Entomology
Central Washington Beekeepers Association
Clark County Beekeepers Association
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association
Inland Empire Beekeepers
Lewis County Beekeepers
Methow Valley Beekeepers
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association
Mount Baker Beekeepers
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers
Northwest District Beekeepers
Olympia Beekeepers, Thurston County
Pierce County Beekeepers
Puget Sound Beekeepers
Skagit Valley Beekeepers
Snoqualmie Beekeepers Association
Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers
West Sound Beekeepers
Whidbey Island Beekeepers Association
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WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common
interest and general welfare of
beekeeping, to protect honey
bees, to encourage good bee
management practices, and to
encourage good public relations
between beekeepers and the
public.

Our meetings are currently held on the
second Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
A WSBA class for certification starts one
hour before the business meeting. We
meet indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
July12, 2014

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014 – 2015
President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Vice President

Meg Depew

sequimbeefarm@gmail.com

Secretary

Kirsten Whitworth

kwhitworth@wavecable.com

Treasure

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian
Newsletter

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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