The Ascension of the Lord
May 24, 2020

WEEKLY REFLECTION:
Today's Gospel passage concludes the gospel of St. Matthew presenting the
moment of the Risen Christ's final farewell to his disciples. Jesus' Ascension
into heaven marks the end of the mission that the Son received from the Father
and the beginning of the continuing of this mission on the part of the Church.
From the moment of the Ascension, Christ's presence in the world is mediated
by his disciples, by those who believe in him and proclaim him. The mission will
have the assistance of the Risen Christ who assures "I am with you always to
the end of the age."
His presence brings strength during persecution, comfort in times of sadness
and stress and support in difficult situations. On the Feast of the Ascension we
turn towards heaven where Christ has ascended. We find strength to continue
our journey in living the Gospel with enthusiasm and courage.
Pope Francis wrote on the Feast of the Ascension, "Let us ask the Virgin Mary
to help us contemplate the heavenly benefits that the Lord promises us and to
become ever more credible witnesses to his Resurrection, to the true life."

PASTORAL TEAM MESSAGE:
We are working on a few things for the community that we would like you to
know about. As mentioned in the last bulletin, we are looking to do a safe and
physically-separate gathering for those who may want to participate. We will
soon schedule a time where we can gather online with Fr. Francesco for a chat
and a check-in with each other. We are also planning to set a regular meeting
time for Fr. Francesco to lead us in short prayers or reflections. If there are
parishioners who are interested in these opportunities to chat together or
participating in prayers or reflections with Fr. Francesco - please let Pat know.
We will be in touch with scheduling information.
In other news, Father Francesco and other members of the Pastoral Team have
been watching a great show that is available on YouTube. The Chosen is a
2017 television drama based on the life of Jesus Christ. It has tremendous
ratings from critics and viewers alike. The series portrays Jesus "through the
eyes of those who met him". We encourage you to look it up on YouTube.

ANOTHER MESSAGE FROM YOUR PASTORAL
TEAM, WHO MISS YOU:
Here is a little greeting from Fr. Francesco, Libby Kinghorne, Barb MacGillivray, Teresa
Flinn, Frances Cody, Donna Goguen, Sister Rita, Steffie Hawrylak-Young, Alex Embree
and Marcia Burke.

FOR THE CHILDREN IN RELIGIOUS ED AND US ALL
Today we celebrate the Ascension where Jesus rose, body and soul, into
heaven to be with his Father. Jesus had done everything he was asked to
do, his mission on earth finished. How do we feel when someone we love has
to go away? We can imagine how sad the disciples felt because they weren't
going to see Jesus anymore and it made them feel afraid and alone. Jesus
knew this, so that's why he told them that he would always be with them. And
how could this be? By the power of the Holy Spirit and the Eucharist. Jesus
also gave the disciples a job to do. They were to go out and share the love of
Christ, his teachings and to baptize the whole world in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit! Jesus wants us to tell others about him and how to be with
him in heaven with because we also have been baptized and carry His spirit in
us.

ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
– POPE FRANCIS
Laudato Si’ Week
May 16th to May 24th, 2020
Pope Francis and the Global Catholic Climate Movement invite all Catholics to
join in prayer, reflection, celebration, and calls to action during Laudato Si’
Week, May 16th to May 24th. Laudato Si’ Week honours the fifth anniversary
of Pope Francis’ 2015 Encyclical, Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common
Home. The theme of the week is “Everything is Connected.” As we go through
(and grow through) the crisis of this current moment, we pray, reflect, and
prepare together for a better world to come tomorrow.
“LAUDATO SI’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this
beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is
like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her
arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother
Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with
coloured flowers and herbs” [St. Francis, 1] (LS, 1).
The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a mystical
meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor
person’s face. The ideal is not only to pass from the exterior to the interior to
discover the action of God in the soul, but also to discover God in all things.

FINANCE CORNER
Last week an error crept into the Tips section of Finance Corner. The email
address for e-Transfers was incorrectly stated. The last portion ”.ca” was
missing.
It should have read: office@stfrancisandstclareparish.ca We hope this error
has not caused any inconvenience.
Property Management
Spring seems to have finally arrived in Halifax! There are beautiful daffodils
blooming along the fence next to the parking lot at St. Theresa’s.
Each Spring, our spiritual home like any home is always in need of work after
the winter months. In normal times the generous offerings received from
Parishioners over the winter along with the funds raised through the Triple-T
and My Extra Help, has allowed the St. Theresa’s Property Committee to plan to
perform the outside maintenance work – installing new LED lighting, repairing
and painting parts of the Church and Rectory, refinishing the exterior Church

windows, repairing masonry, addressing other needed repairs and painting
the North Street steps. We do this work to maintain our spiritual home so that
the outside appearance of St. Theresa’s reflects the beauty of our love of God
onto all who pass by our doors.
We must continue to perform this work at St. Theresa’s while respecting the
guidance and directions of our public health officials; however, this year our
plans will have to be reduced in size and scope and certain projects will have to
be put on hold. This is a prudent approach to managing our finances in
uncertain times.
We want to ensure that St. Theresa’s will be strong spiritually and financially
the moment when we will be allowed once again to be physically present in our
spiritual home to worship and serve our Lord.
We are proud of the legacy that previous generations of Parishioners have left
to our community’s responsibility. We hope the beauty of our community’s love
of God may act as a call to those who pass by so that they may choose to find
the love of Jesus Christ. Say a prayer to St. Theresa and join in the effort to
keep St. Theresa’s strong!
Making Offerings during the COVID-19 State of Emergency
Many in our community are facing financial difficulties, and their first priority
must be to take care of the needs of their families and loved ones.
The Sunday Offering and the My Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong 2020
Campaign along with important Fundraisers have been the traditional ways that
Parishioners have contributed to maintain our operations at St. Theresa’s
Church. Parishioners have been and continue to be generous.
If you are able to continue to make a Sunday Offering or a contribution to the My
Extra Help to Keep St. Theresa’s Strong 2020 Campaign to help pay the
ongoing expenses of St. Theresa’s please contact the office to see how your
contributions may be made.

FRANCISCAN NEWS
Hello all,
We hope you are enjoying this Easter Season and that you're finding peace
and joy in these different times of the pandemic.
We wanted to let you know that due to the restrictions on public gatherings at
this time, we unfortunately have to cancel the Spiritual Exercises for June
2020 that were supposed to take place with Fr Peter Hanna as the speaker.
This is a disappointment as it would have been a joy to gather for this formation
and prayer together, but please know that we are looking into other ways to
hold the retreat at a later date. One possibility is to have it as an evening
mission at some point in the Fall, depending on the Covid-19 restrictions at that
point.
Either way, we will continue to update you as we have more details of what
we're able to do together. In the meantime, we hope that you'll keep us in your
prayers as we remember you in ours!
Peace and all Good,
FOH Communications

DIOCESAN NEWS
May 28: Steubenville Atlantic Night of Worship!
Steubenville Atlantic 2020 may be cancelled… but that doesn’t mean
everything has to be!
We are continuing our series of Nights of Worship. Join us for our first ever fully
virtual event on May 28 hosted by Saint Benedict Parish. We’ll have a talk from
Companions of the Cross seminarian Dan Ramos, worship music, and a youth
testimony. Just because we can’t gather doesn’t mean we can’t worship
together!
When: Thursday, May 28 at 7:00 pm
Where: Wherever you are!
Live stream link and more details to come!

FORMED is a Catholic web portal, providing access to a rich array of programs,
movies, documentaries, shows, talks and eBooks - all of which could enrich
both our spiritual lives and also our community of St. Theresa.
If you have internet access, go to www.formed.org
1. Click "Sign up".
2. Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization”.
3. Find your Parish by Name (St. Francis and St. Clare Parish,
6351 North St., Halifax, NS) or by Postal Code (B3L).
4. Enter your email – and you’re In!

