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Hope UCC Weekly Update: January 16, 2022 
There is always something happening at Hope UCC, so we thought we would add a 
weekly announcement feature to the bulletin that is mailed and emailed out to 
everyone. This Weekly Update will provide you with announcements, information, and 
updates on all that is going on in our community – at church and beyond. 
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*Those who are able, please stand 

 
PRELUDE     
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: With steadfast love, God calls our names. Come to find refuge in the shelter of God’s ways. 
Many: We long to be recognized and affirmed. We are eager for a place of shelter and security. 
One: Feast on the abundance of God’s house. Come to drink deeply from the fountain of life. 
Many: We are ready to hear the Word of God. We want to be guided by eternal truth. 
One: Reach out to claim the gifts God pours out on us. The Spirit is eager to inspire and empower each 
one. 
Many: When God calls us, we cannot remain silent. When Christ is real to us, we accept our 
discipleship. 

*OPENING HYMN Immortal Invisible God Only Wise (see end of bulletin) 

*INVITING GOD INTO OUR MIDST 
How awesome it is that you care for us, God of all life! Your delight in us brings out our best. 
When you rejoice in us we come to believe in our capacity for goodness. When your light and 
salvation dawn in our lives, we want to share the joy. Remind us now of the gifts you so freely 
bestow. Help us to recognize them in ourselves and in one another, that we may use them to 
serve people in need and give glory to your name. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of the heathen and the righteous, we confess that we have moved away from our 
commitment to Christ. We have denied your gifts, ignored your inspiration, and wandered from 
your healing presence. Yet we cannot escape your claim on us, for wherever we go, you are 
there. How precious is your steadfast love that saves us from our selfish desires to live for 
higher values! Strengthen us to do as you tell us, as Christ demonstrated among us. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PASSING OF PEACE 
We are created in the image of God and are blessed with the capacity to reflect God’s will in our daily 
lives. God cares for us and invests us with responsibility. Thus God honors us with high expectations 
and confidence in our willingness to seek out life’s best for all people. We are loved. We are forgiven. 
Our baptism is renewed. 
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Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Thank you for joining us for worship today. 
We are glad you are here! 

No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome at Hope UCC! 
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Let us offer one another the gift of peace. May the Lord’s peace by with you! (If you are using this liturgy 
as a private devotion or participating in the live stream worship, please hold out your hands in blessing 
for all you are joined with in spirit. If you are participating in the live stream worship, please type in your 
peace greeting.) 

SPECIAL MUSIC: Bells Anthem 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 
One: May the Lord be with you. 
Many: And also with you. 
One: Let us pray:… 
With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:  
Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

HEBREW LESSON 
Psalm 36:5-10 
5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, 
 your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, 
 your judgments are like the great deep; 
 you save humans and animals alike, O LORD. 
7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
 All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
8 They feast on the abundance of your house, 
 and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9 For with you is the fountain of life; 
 in your light we see light. 
10 O continue your steadfast love to those who know you, 
 and your salvation to the upright of heart! 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 

John 2:1-11 
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 

2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother 
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to 
you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 
you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When 
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. 
But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, 
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

 

SERMON: 



4 

 
SERMON HYMN #43 Love Divine All Loves Excelling (see end of bulletin) 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING: 
What will we give in gratitude for God’s forgiveness and healing grace? Who can repay the many gifts 
we have received with the miracle of life? Let us rejoice in the mission God entrusts to us. 

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION: 
God of our baptism, whose Holy Spirit fires out imagination and fills our lives with purpose, we 
rejoice to commit ourselves anew with our gifts. May what we share strengthen your children 
spiritually, inspiring each person to invest fully in the work you set before us. The varieties of 
gifts you entrust to us can be realized only if they are used. Thank you for granting us this joy. 
Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
One: Depart to serve, strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Use the wisdom, faith, and knowledge you 
received. 
Many: We cannot rest in God’s care or keep silent. The love of God must be lived and shared. 
One: Go forth with praise on your lips. The steadfast love of God will light your paths. 
Many: We want to offer light and hope to others. Daily, we will seek inspiration for this joyous 
task. 
One: Reach out as listening, caring, healing people. Your love will become a miracle for someone in 
need. 
Many: We pray that God will keep us open to further learning. May our humble witness attract 
others to Christ. 
Amen. Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE      
Used by permission: One License # A-733028 
Used by Permission. CCLI License #11387335 
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