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WYN THE U.S. OPEN WHEN YOU CAN

Not sure if you can afford long-term care?

❰❰ CLARK HANGS ON FOR HIS FIRST MAJOR B1

It’s good to know options for when the time comes C1
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SCRANTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

McTIERNAN

BY SARAH HOFIUS HALL

STAFF WRITER

Parents from elementary 
schools in West Scranton con-
tinue to question the superin-
tendent’s decision to transfer 
principals and want the Scran-
ton School Board to intervene.

School directors and the 
solicitor say Superintendent 
Melissa McTiernan has the 
right to move principals to dif-
ferent schools and does not 
need the approval of  the board 
to do so.

The board opted June 5 to not 

vote on swapping roles for Bran-
don Budd, the principal of Fran-
ces Willard and Charles Sumner 
elementary schools, and Shan-
non Rucker, principal of  Isaac 
Tripp Elementary School, and 
instead recognized that McTier-
nan had the right to make the 

moves. Two weeks after the 
board’s decision, parents are 
still protesting the planned 
swap, scheduled to take effect 
July 1.

“A lateral move makes us all 
go, ‘Why?’ We love our princi-
pals,” said Joanna Connor, the 

mother of two Willard students 
and a member of the PTA. “We 
just literally work so well 
together. We’re a tight little com-
munity. It seems like going 
backward.”

Parents question principal swap
Superintendent switches head of Willard and Sumner with that of Tripp, prompting protest
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VILLA CAPRI CRUISERS’ 29TH ANNUAL FATHER’S DAY CAR SHOW

A FATHER’S FIELD DAY
Generations bonded Sunday over the sights 
and sounds of the Villa Capri Cruisers Car 
Club’s 29th annual Father’s Day Car Show 

at Nay Aug Park in Scranton.

Above, Ron Kernich holds grandson Henry 
Hall, 2, as Jonathan Hall, of Old Forge, helps 
him hydrate in a quieter spot away from the 

buzzing show. At right, a curious Tucker 
Rempe, 2, of Olyphant, stands near a 1979 

Chevy K5 Blazer during the show.

BY TERRIE MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

The financial health of most munic-
ipal pension plans in 
Lackawanna County 
improved between 2019 
and 2021, with four attain-
ing strong enough gains 
to emerge from distressed 
status.

Of  the 24 plans in the 
county, 15 improved their 
funding ratios, defined as 
the percentage of  liabili-
ties covered by assets, while seven saw 
decreases and two saw no change.

Dickson City, Olyphant, Throop and 
South Abington Twp. saw major gains 
that allowed each to shed the dis-
tressed tag, defined as a funding ratio 
of  90 or less. Throop saw the largest 
improvement, with its funding ratio 
jumping from 86 to 109.

Plans got 
healthier, 
with some 
exceptions

PENSIONS

Some municipal policies 
shed the distressed status 
that still applies to six 
towns throughout county.

FUNDING 

RATIOS 
improved 
in 15 of 
24 plans 
in county. 
See how 
your town 
fared on 
Page A5.

BY TOM VENESKY

CORRESPONDENT

A new disease impacting beech 
trees has spread across the state, and 
foresters in the Northeast believe it 
could be potentially devastating.

Beech leaf disease was first detect-
ed in Ohio in 2012 and appeared in the 
northwest corner of  Pennsylvania in 
2016. Since then, the disease has been 
found in every county.

While some details of  the new dis-
ease remain a mystery, foresters 
believe it’s caused by an invasive nem-
atode that infects the trees through 
the leaves and buds. As the nema-
todes, which are microscopic worms, 
feed on the leaves, dark bands appear 
between the veins. Eventually, the 
leaves wither and die.

New disease 
threatening 
beech trees
Invasive nematode infects 
leaves, buds; it’s believed 
birds helping to spread it.

BY NORIMITSU ONISHI
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OBEDJIWAN, Canada — An 
out-of-control fire was advanc-
ing rapidly toward a logging 
road on Tuesday afternoon, 
tearing through Canada’s 
immense — and highly flam-
mable — boreal forest with a 
force and intensity bewildering 
to a team of  French firefight-
ers.

Surrounded by thick smoke, 
a handful of  them headed into 
the forest to search for water. A 
veteran knelt down and used 
his right finger to sketch a plan 
on the gravel road, pressing to 
attack the fire head-on.

But the commander was not 

convinced. The fire, he said, 
was of an immensity unimagi-
nable in France. The conifers 
of  a combustibility they had 
never encountered. Trying to 
douse this tiny patch would be 
“pointless.”

“We’re not back home,” said 
the commander, Fabrice Mos-
sé, as a plume of  fire shot up 
from a cluster of  trees nearby, 
and as an increasingly nervous 
Canadian logging supervisor 
who had led the French to the 
spot said: “The fire’s going to 
be here any minute. We can 
chat, but let’s do it 20 kilome-
ters away.”

Canadian blazes test foreign firefighters
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A team with Quebec’s forest fire control agency trains a 

contingent of firefighters from France at a base in Roberval, 

Quebec, Canada, on June 11.

Big difference in strategy — and land area — leaves reinforcements doing some readjusting.
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Do women have a harder time sleeping than men?
Sleep troubles become more common as we age, but research suggests women have it 
tougher because of a range of factors, including biological, psychological and social ones. 
If you experience sleeping loss, click inside to find out why, and how you can try to fix it.
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