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Fine Chinese, Thai,
Japanese Restaurant

Sushi • Sake
Beer • Wine

744 Noah Dr. 
Jasper, GA

Mountain Highland
Tel: 706-253-1155
Fax: 706-253-1105

MARBLE HILL
VETERINARY CLINIC
Family Physician for your pet

MONDAY THRU THURSDAY
9 AM until 5 PM

Closed July 3rd & 4th

Please call 770-893-4865
for an appointment.

HILL’S & ROYAL CANIN PRESCRIPTION DIET

FOR SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT 
& DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

• LEARN THAT YOU ARE NOT ALONE, NOT TO BLAME,  
AND THAT YOU CAN RECOVER .

• GET HELP AND UNDERSTANDING HOW TO HEAL,  
MOVE ON, AND THRIVE.

• FREE SEXUAL ASSAULT GROUP ON 2ND WEDNESDAY 
OF EACH MONTH • 7:00-8:00 PM

• FREE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE GROUP ON
4th WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH • 7:OO-8:00 PM

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 706-632-8400

North Georgia Mountain Crisis Network is a dual agency that
provides victims of domestic violence and sexual assault safety

and support services.

By David Altman
Progress Books and Writers
editor

    How many times have you
gone across those railroad tracks
at the old Tate train station? Too
many to count, I bet.  Have you
ever stopped to look at the
marker that sits just off to the
right as you look at the depot
from the highway?  
    It’s another of Pickens’ His-
torical Markers, and it recognizes
Georgia Marble, “known the
world over for its beauty and en-
during qualities.”
    Georgia Marble, as most
Pickens residents know, has been
used in buildings ranging from
the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. to the New York
Stock Exchange.  It was also
used in the Air and Space Mu-
seum in Washington. In fact,
more than sixty percent of the
monuments in Washington, D.C.
contain Georgia marble.  
    But you don’t have to go to
the nation’s capitol to see the
beautiful Pickens County mar-
ble—as there’s plenty of it right
down the road in Atlanta, includ-
ing the state capitol  , Lenox
Square Mall and several build-
ings on the Emory
University  campus. Or, you can
just go out on Main Street and
admire the Oglethorpe Monu-
ment in Jasper, made from the
county’s beautiful marble.
    Here’s another interesting
fact: Pickens County’s primary
vein of marble is 5 to 7 miles
long, a half mile wide, and up to
2,000 feet deep.
    Sam Tate was credited for
being the father of the marble in-
dustry—having begun about
1850 to mine the marble. But that
didn’t last, due to transportation
issues. So by 1880, the marble
industry just about shut down.
Then came the railroads, and the
industry was instantly revital-
ized, sending marble from Tate
across America. It was then, in
1884, that Tate founded the
Georgia Marble Company.
    While Sam Tate gets credit for
starting the Georgia Marble
Company in 1884, he wasn’t the
first one to mine marble. To be
historically accurate, the Native
Americans had used the marble
since as early as 800 A.D. (yes,
that was well before the Quik
Trip came to Jasper). And before
Tate’s success, a man named
Henry Fitzsimmons established

the first marble quarry in Pickens
County, which was part of the
Murphy Marble Belt.
    Back in the 1830’s, the town
of Tate was a settlement known
as Harnageville, after Ambrose
Harnage, in whose house the
early court was held. 
    According to Pickens County
Historian Luke E. Tate wrote in
1935 that “…the post office at
this place was officially known

as Marble Works for a period of
years; then it was re-named Har-
nageville; and when the railroad
came through in the early 1880's
the town received its present
name.”
    The Tates owned the marble
business until the late sixties,
when it was purchased by Jim
Walter Corporation and had other
owners until Polycor bought the
stone division of Georgia Marble

Company in 2003.
    One other thing you’ll want to
do when you visit this marker on
Highway 53. Take a stroll
through the old Tate Cemetery
located beside the Train Depot,
and you’ll see grave markers
from the civil war and even be-
fore that. It’s in need of some re-
pair, but it also captures the rich
history of the men and women
who helped to build Tate and
Pickens County.

    Directions:  Go out Highway
53 toward Tate and you will see
the marker on your left when you
cross the railroad tracks (adjacent
to the Train Depot).

Sources:  New Georgia Encyclo-
pedia, www.lat34north.com, His-
tory of Pickens County, by Luke
E. Tate, roadsidegeorgia.com

Part 4 in the series: Pickens Historical Markers

A Big Part of our history: Georgia
Marble & the village of Tate

    When you visit this marker on Highway 53. Take a stroll through the old Tate Cemetery
located beside the Train Depot.

New Georgia Encyclopedia / Photo
    Tate and Foremen - "Colonel Sam" Tate (second from
left), the grandson of Georgia Marble Company founder
Samuel Tate, poses with a group of foremen at the Pickens
County plant, circa 1925. Colonel Sam served as president
of the company from 1905 until his death in 1938.

7 Locations in GA & NC to Serve You: 

BLAIRSVILLE 

2552 Hwy. 515 E 

 

GAINESVILLE 

730 E.E. Butler 

Pkwy. 

CORNELIA 

2455 Old Athens 

Hwy. 

 

*JASPER* 

Hwy. 515 

CUMMING 

6030 GA Hwy. 

400 N 

 

RABUN GAP 

4505 N. Hwy. 441 

 

 

FRANKLIN, NC 

266 Highlands Rd.  

1-800-282-9943 

HOURS: Monday—Friday, 8am—5pm, Saturdays 8:30am—12pm 

www.cpesupply.com 

Est. 1954 

OPEN HOUSE - Jasper Store  

Thursday, June 13
th

 - 10am to 3pm 

Join us for lunch, prizes, & giveaways as we celebrate our 

Jasper customers! Taste the difference of a Traeger Wood 

Pellet Grill & enter to WIN A FREE Lil’ Tex Elite!   

We appreciate your business & hope to see you there! 
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Fiction
Best Kept Secret - Jeffrey
Archer
Daddy’s Gone a Hunting -
Mary Higgins Clark
Fly Away - Kristin Hannah
Political Suicide - M i c h a e l
Palmer
Private Lincoln - James Patter-
son
Shadow Creek - Joy Fielding
Shiver - Karen Robards
The Apple Orchard - Susan
Wiggs
The Hit - David Baldacci
Whiskey Beach - Nora Roberts

Non-Fiction
Fodor’s the Carolinas & Geor-
gia - Fodor’s Travel
Gulp: Adventures on the Ali-
mentary Canal - Mary Roach
It’s All Good: Delicious, Easy
Recipes That Will Make You
Look Good and Feel Great -
Gwyneth Paltrow
If it’s Not One Thing, it’s Your
Mother - Julia Sweeney
Kennesaw Mountain: Sher-
man, Johnston, and the Atlanta

Campaign - Earl Hess
Mom & Me & Mom - Maya
Angelou
Rick Steves’ Italy 2013 - Rick
Steves
The Weekend Homesteader: a
12 Month Guide to Self-Suffi-
ciency - Anna Hess
Unsinkable: a Memoir - Debbie
Reynolds
Zero Waste Home: the Ulti-
mate Guide to Simplifying
Your Life by Reducing Your
Waste - Bea Johnson

Books on CDs
Fiction
Don’t Go - Lisa Scottoline
Fly Away - Kristen Hannah
The Blossom Sisters - Fern
Michaels
Tapestry of Fortunes - Eliza-
beth Berg
The Brief Wondrous Life of
Oscar Wao -Junot Diaz
The Mystery Woman - Amanda
Quick
The Smart One - J e n n i f e r
Close

Non-Fiction
Trident K-9 Warriors: My Tale
from the Training Ground to
the Battleground- Michael Rit-
land
Is it Me or My Hormones? :
the Good, the Bad and the Ugly
About PMS,  Perimenopause,
and all the Crazy Things That
Occur With Hormone Imbal-
ance - Marcelle Pick
All is Well: Heal Your Body
With
Medicine, Affirmations, and
Intuition- Louise Hay

    List compiled courtesy of
Donna Harrington, Pickens Li-
brarian.

    For information on our Books
and Writers column contact Edi-
tor David Altman at 
daltman@pickensprogress.com

Daddy’s Gone a Hunting If It’s Not One Thing, It’s Your
Mother

Trident K-9 Warriors

New books at the Pickens Library

Sign up for
our E-edition!
www.pickensprogress.com


