


“May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in 
your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” Psalm 19:14













“A lamentation (or dirge) is 
suitable in a situation that cannot 

be changed; i.e., death of 
someone or the destruction of a 

city.

A Lament presupposes that a 
situation of distress can be 

changed if and when God 
intervenes.”

Bernhard Anderson, 
Understanding the Old 

Testament, Prentice-Hall, 1986
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On this 240th birthday of the USA, it is fair to ask:
Are we any more prepared to absorb domestic tensions and respond to 
international turmoil than we were in earlier eras? – David Von Drehle



2. The Lord will 2. The Lord will reviverevive us again.us again.

Almost 100 years ago, President Calvin 
Coolidge suggested a tribute to the 
contributions of the African Americans…



2. The Lord will 2. The Lord will reviverevive us again.us again.

“We are the mirror of what America is…
If we fail, then America fails.”

“Freedom from Want” by Carlos Bulosan
From Saturday Evening Post, 1943



2. The Lord will 2. The Lord will reviverevive us again.us again.

“My American opens its arms to the world 
rather than sells the worlds its arms.

My America has a capacious hunger and the 
humility to wonder if it is right.

My America speaks many languages and knows 
when to hold its tongue.

But I know that another America exists, a more 
fearful and dangerous one. If that America wins, 

then we and the world lose.”
Viet Thanh Nguyen, The 2016 Pulitzer Prize winner with his Novel, 

The Sympathizer.
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