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First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, December 2, 2018 

 

DIVINE SERVICE: Setting Two 
 
HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” ...................................... LSB 340 
 
INVOCATION 
 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name.  Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
INTROIT  Ps. 89:6, 14–16, 18; antiphon: Zech. 9:9b, alt. 
 

P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
C: Who in the skies can be compared to the LORD?  Who among 
the heavenly beings is like the LORD? 

P: Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
steadfast love and faithfulness go before You. 
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C: Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O 
LORD, in the light of Your face, who exult in Your name all the 
day and in Your righteousness are exalted. 

P: For our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of 
Israel. 

C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P: Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 
 
KYRIE  
 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 

  
 
P: Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 
protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins 
and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 33:14-16 
 

14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  15 In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up 
for David, and He shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
16 In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell 
securely.  And this is the name by which it will be called: The Lord is 
our righteousness.’” 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
 

9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 
that we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most earnestly 
night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is 
lacking in your faith?  11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our 
Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12 and may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for 
you, 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 
before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
His saints. 
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA   

 
 

 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 21st chapter. 
 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:25-36 
 

25 Jesus said, “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and 
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of 
the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding 
of what is coming on the world.  For the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken.  27 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory.  28 Now when these things begin to take 
place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.”  29 And He told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, 
and all the trees.  30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for 
yourselves and know that the summer is already near.  31 So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near.  32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all has taken place.  33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will not pass away.  34 But watch yourselves lest your hearts be 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, 
and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap.  35 For it will come 
upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  36 But stay awake at 
all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things 
that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City” ................................................... LSB 376 
 
SERMON  
 
NICENE CREED  
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth and of all things visible and invisible.   
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 
and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
WE WORSHIP THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS 
 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT  
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist 
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 
repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed 
when He comes again in glory.  Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son 
into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.  With repentant joy 
we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.  
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us 
do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends 
of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all 
glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
AGNUS DEI 
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If you are a confirmed member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation, 
we invite you to commune with us.  If you are not a confirmed member of an LCMS 
congregation and would like to come forward with your family and friends during the 
distribution, please place your hands over your heart and you will receive a blessing. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee” ................................ LSB 334 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thank the Lord”  
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P: Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine 
on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor 
and give you peace. 

 

 
 
HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” ................................................... LSB 333 
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THIS WEEK AT CLC — (12/2/18 – 12/9/18) 
Sunday:  Worship/HC, 9:00am; Education Hour, 10:30am 
Tuesday: LWML Christmas Party, 5:30pm 
Wednesday: Bible class, 8:30am; 2nd year Confirmation, 5:00pm; 1st year 
Confirmation, 6:00pm 

Thursday: Advent Worship/HC, 6:30pm 
Sunday:  Worship/HC, 9:00am; Education Hour, 10:30am  
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OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE (Week ending November 25, 2018) 
General & Building Funds: $6263.50; Blessings: $17.04 
Attendance:  Thursday: 51; Sunday: 122 
 

CLC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GUESTS AND VISITORS:  We are glad you are here!  We invite you to join 
us for fellowship following the service.  Bathrooms are located upstairs on 
each end of the fellowship/Bible study area.  
 

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICES begin this Thursday, December 6th.  Join us 
as Pastors Wetmore, Stransky, and Swanson address the question: Who is 
Jesus? 
 

THANK YOU to all who helped with putting up the Christmas decorations on 
Saturday.  Well done! 
 

Join the LADIES GUILD for their CHRISTMAS PARTY takes place this 
Tuesday, December 4. Fellowship at 5:30pm; meal to follow.  
 

ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN SUBSCRIBING to The Lutheran 
Witness, please let the Church Secretary know, in writing, prior to December 
15, 2018.  Please include your name and mailing address with your request.  
Cost for the annual subscription is $25.56.  The subscription will begin in 
March. 
 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS FOR CHURCH SERVICES / ACTIVITIES:  
Please check Channel 9 TV’s website, the CLC website or Facebook page, 
or call the church at 715-848-2040 and press option “6”. 
 

LADIES GUILD HUMAN CARE for December will be going to the Open 
Door.  Hats and gloves are being collected. 
 

“LIFE QUOTES” from Lutherans For Life 
“Advent is about Return—the Lord’s Second Coming, our return to Him, 
which is another way of saying ‘repentance.’ Repentance requires memory, 
for return requires memory. The Prodigal did some mental research and 
remembered the facts about his father's house from his personal history. 
Informed by a paternal history, he struck a new course, which was to return. 
And the Homecoming was sweet, like the marriage supper in paradise, when 
all history will be fulfilled, and the guests live happily ever after. Advent 
reminds us, based on history that we know, that He is coming, which should 
remind us, Repent!” James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James – 
(www.lutheransforlife.org)  

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/

